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D0BITUARY

Alister William Ashely Chapman was a person who loved
the outdoors. A fine spirit of adventure and an enthusiasm for
mountaineering left him to share with his' companions much
of the challenge that New Zealand’s mountain’s have to offer.

As a OScience Student at Victoria University he looked

forward to a promising career untill his unfortunate death on
Malte-Brun last February,

To those who knew him Alister was an ideal friend. Always
cheerful and ready to lend a helping hand, he will be remem-
bered by his friends as a person who never had an enemy,.

ALISTER CHAPMAN

Colin died last February on Malte-Brun. Few
people knew him well; his abrupt manner dis-
couraged them — but behind this was a thinking
mind and a deep appreciation of the things that
he wvalued: music, the hills and mountains, and
chess (he was an accomplished player).

At 26, Colin had found his feet after several
restless years; he was doing work which used his
considerable ability in mathematics, and gave him
a sense of satisfaction and purpose in life. A few
days before the tragedy he wrote in his usual
terse style:

“I'm switching to full-time computer program-

ming - - -- - . Did aptitude test for 1t, results
best ever in N.Z."'

In the same letter he sa1d:

“‘Am going climbing with Alstair, - - - - up the
Tasman somewhere; pgetting ambitious. lope we
don’t get another Southerly.”’

Colin’s own words eptiomize the sadness of his COLIN SMYTH

passing.

DAVID THOMSON

The tragic death of David Allan Thomson occcured on August 21 1in the Tauraruas. He
was [R.

David, who completed his secondary schooling at Onslow College, was doing engineering
intermediate at Victoria University.

ie ‘wast-an active tramper and an accomplished skier and represented Victoria at tourna-

ments with success. His interests were wide and varied. He will be sadly missed by all
those who knew him.



EDITORTAL 27

Zambuck T. Hothscanild and szaven other convicted twits have
stated In the Journal of Eccl. ._zﬂzi::&;;_.ﬁzr_ﬂ;.ll_ea that Tramping,
like Fornication, is the privilege of the thinking man,

I remember sell my early collecge days, whin Zembuck, with
his pallid face the colour of rencid yoghurt, would lie on his
brass, ex-Army bedstead and mouth oiuch inanities..He had many
ideas, did Zam, btut cnly once was ke known to put them into ef-
fect - that was one Leap Year when, by sleeping for 24 hours on
the extra day of ths year, his conscicusness of that day would
be eliminated, and the bzlarice ¢f the Universe would be main- -
tained., Poor lad:

Which brings me 30 the point that Tramping, like Fornicae
tion, is not Jast thinkiag, but dolng. Part of the aim of having
slide evenings, talks,; and publisiing this lowly rag, is to make
people plan and think about trins. Tids Iis all very well, but it
seemsof late, that students interested in tramping are either

).Membera o the "fit mobd" of rognlar trampers,
b) Tramp with an cu®zide club because ihe University club has

a "bzd rzme" (for vhat ita wonth!) or

¢) Have some dearee of the "Rothschild Syndrome" (see above),

Of course, ihere is the marked handicap of the "Meal
Ticket" race whick reing a student involves, but it is also true
that only a hard core of regular trampers maintains the active
side of the cliub,

Heny of these who indicate their interest in tramping at
the beginning of the yesr, mostly freshers, are never heard of
again, and it seems a pity that good thoughts and intentions
should not be realiced.

Tramp with V.U.C,

Apology in Anticimaticn.,

Ag will socn we spparantd, Vil magzarine is the product of
pretty ordinary (not to say downrigh® disgusting) editing, I
maxe no excnge, but hops jyou will st least be able to get some
idea of what the vzips are &ﬂﬂbta

I thank the Typicts, ths article writers, who coughed up
with remarkably litii= proddin., ani other sundry bodies,

~R,J.G,




The Gentle Art of Bludging .~ A Zanygsris
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The orthodox scheme for training budiing %mery 6 mad
"ﬁther idle persons' had been centred ermong 3&*&?.:;1n53 arc:nd
the subtle arts of fire-lighting, wood-choyprro szl cocking; and
on the less important arts of route finding ond iver cressing.

Recently, however, a tradition of 5:?1: iy wEiant2 bao
grown up among the very best trampers, ¢ »oricnarie In toe
technigues of this tradition are daily inreniliile

Bludging ranges over a wide varigtr <f fran.ig cobivities,
from motorised transport (to and frecm) 4o focl .nld Sz "Very
Severe" bludger can be recognised in the siyle £..I exscution of
his art, It must be stressed howevsr that thovsu “hs “agic tech-
niques of this facet of tramping are czs'’yv ¢~ -7, 0 takes

much practice and frankly experience tc aprl~ L.o_s vellinilqnes
successfully, The attempts of a fyro o wiactice "2 axv on a
"Wery Severe" man are.usually pathetic and dnva Joby vesult in
abject failure or, rather, the atteupt matorialily “?Jelqu the
superior bludger while his inferiow otill conesidzzn idm a great
‘bloke. To 1llu3trat=.- ] |

Beginner:'I Bay, do yol have any sugar. so L cull ob It on my
peaches and cream?!'

-

V.S, Man:'Gee, sorry mate, I haven't got any, oot 7 11 tell you
what, I've got some real juicy haricos pz-vs Jor break-

o=

fast and I -could swap you some o Tlica foo gcue of

L

those peaches and crean - Gee v _oovo nlica! M-mnmm!

Beginner:'Br -~ well, okay, but thenxs all thc cone fov Ghe-beans
but I've got 21bs, of Portarhouse steek E;; nreakfast

and some eggs, which are too hsavy <o 'i:: Lesk. 80
1711 have them.' ‘

V.S, Man:'You're dead right there - 31“*“ tunt ouire a weighte
conscious tramper. By the wmy, Tive 3t &2 *““”ng pan,
s0 we could use that to coolr thon o coolintt we?! |

_The power and drive of the ton = ans h;aﬂ;zr =5 apnarent
here, but he applies these technlcrz; 1 21 attects.ef the sport

of tramplng. o

To sum up then, the beginner i3 1hv_hﬂﬂ S0 Traseh ﬂ?“;ely
and study the way experlenced bludgexs rerfonn and goadaally put
the techniques learnt into practice ELtHﬁ“ £orr pIoUSeiLTm. 0T
profit, though by its nature, bvludgirng zucst ba Jf?:LquE?HJQu
defensive, Remember always, however. thas i+ 73 o mnzas o an
end, not an end in ‘itself, '

Four tips for. Bludgers:-

.
,- i‘-""'

l) Go on trips with people less exporienced-ti-i yousieli
possible. The dangexrs of tramping with Vel Lovcsch Divigons
are very real. On the other hand, you may [ -4 a3 (ul.l

education nt sone cost,



2) Beware of taking excess or luxury food on a trip, but always
take enoughfood for the trip (otherwise you will be breaking an
even more importent rule of tramping).
3) Always accept (and-if necessary greb) enything offered (bar-
ring red hot embers etc)! You can alwnys give it away to someone
else if you don't want it, and thus preserve the philanthropic
image, |
4) If someone has something (food) vou want, offer him something
8 big hand of oatmeal or an onion) in exchange for it. If he
refuses, offerto cook it for him. If he still refuszs, glance
sadly from your offering to him, then hack to your offering,
sniffing uncontrollable, and let slip a mumbled "ingratitude".
Only a hardened heart will refuse you now. :

The expert bludger is essentially a strong-illed, ruthless
fellow, but it is important that an ethiecsl balance is.maintained,
He must be prepared to do any campfhut work required, he must be
cheerful and well tempered, and it helps to be fit, so that he
can encourage the unfit, burdened down by excess food, to deliver
some to his pack, By this strategy, he will endear himself to his
tramping fellows, who will feel offended if he does not share
their naterial felicities with them. The crdéaticd of this happy
(and.communistic) soclety is the right and proper end. of Bludging
and as such is a part of Tramping itself,

Northern Main Range ‘- 19y 66,
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The party travelled to Levin. by a_vﬁrieﬁy Oi mMeans on the
brilliantly fine morning after Procesh 66, The start of the trip
was delayed somewhat while we gave the TV viewers s rare treat,
perhaps at the expense of the student image. Tt vwas nidday before
we left the pips bridge and set off for'Te Matawai. Pour of us
Stopped for lunch in the riverbed past Ohau ks, while the fifth
went on ahead and was next seen completely cosked. He claimed it
was purely intentional, There was little time: for mucking about
50 we sped on up to Te Matawail reaching the hut iust on dusk, .
After ten ohe person threw his brew ou.side in disgust, then aired
his views on the disedvaniages of .zeeping sugas and rolled oats
in identical tins,. |

The next morning was still gleoriovs.r £3r¢, and we hurried
up Pukematawal thankful to be ca:ton befcrg'iﬁ pecahe oo hot.

We scrambled down the main ridge, cazatiag aﬂﬁimlzathe:waad
slogans, until we reached the oron zummis oi Butcher Xnob, some
1300 £t below Pukemetawai. 4 -helicopter ped hera cuggested that
there was a new hut or bivvy nearby but Shis wai'not o be found,
(WE reached 1t an hour later on-Dracopayilin Imob -1t muat have
missed)a After Butcher Knob the routs enters {the buhh and is



lunch at the bivvy, and then set off at a reduced pace as Nichols
was now looking nmuch closer. Lvery incignificant bump was dutiful-
ly sat upon, until we reached Kelliher, where we vesumed speed

on the long haul up thru the bush to the open top of HNichols,
Nichols hut is just south of the top, about 5 min., from the ridge,
and plainly visible in this sort of weather, The bunks zall have
blocks of wood under one 2ide of them to keep them horizontal, 4
typically large stew completed 2 most enjoyable day and we sank
into the pit pleasantly bloated.

Sunday dawned with light mist floating round the tops but
8till no wind and rain. We rose early, stumbling drunkenly in the
dark on the sloping floor, An hour south of Nicheols we decided
after much discussion that we had reached the spur leading down
to Kelliher Flats,., This was oconfirmed when we dropped below the
mist just above the bushline, Travelling down this spur was easy,
but losing one's sense of direction equally so, Every few minutes
our navigator would scream out sonmething like "Veer left by about
90 degrees", However, all errors cancelled out and we landed in
the Otaki River 5 min below Kelliher Creek, and on a NZFS culler's
track, It may be noted that culler's +tracks may not lead anywhere
in particular, This one certainly took a route over high spurs,
across vertical shingle slides, and generaily in the worst pos-
sible places until it stopped abruptly at the top of a cliff. At
this stage all but one of the party had already taken to the
riverbed which provided easy travelling upstream as far as the
brand new Iiid Otaki hut, situated in a bush flst on the true left-
of the river, Ve lunched in luxury, then set off downstream by
the easiest route ie., down the Frue middle to arrive at Walte-
waewae 2% hours later,

The weather on londay remained fine until we had all reach-
ed civilisation = then it rained for the rest of the holidays.

Party:~ Ross Gooder (leader), Nigel Eggers, Kevin Pearce, Tony
Hurst, Nick whitten.

~Nick Whitten.
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Kaimanawas, liay '66,

Party:- Leslie Bagnall, Gerald Edmunds, Pat lcNaught, Kevin Pearce
(leader), Dave Porter, Dave Stonyer, Jim Swadling, Lindsay Vaughin

e entered the ranges on ilonday afterncon, 16th May by way
of no. 15 access road for the Tongariro power project. This leads
off N.E from the Desert Road 15 miles north of Waiouru., We camped
at the confluence of the Waipahihi and Waikato rivers about 1%
hours from the main highway. Hdlf an inch of rain fell during the
night,

Next morning we set off up the Waipahihi river. The route



reguires innumerable river crossings and is easy when the river
18 down, The valley 1is generally fairly wide with.tussock and
beech vovered flats offering many good camp 51tes. ‘The small gorge
nmarked on the map (W.Z2.:.3. 196) is ‘easily negotiated. After lunch
we caught up with 4 A.U.T.C.'s on a . trip parallel to ours, We
canped - at the head mf the river 8 hmurs from the walkamo Con~
fluence. Snow began- to. fall and by morning wae 2 inches- deeP
arnund the camp site.and thlck on the topsa, =~ ° S
| We had planned. to spénd 2 days traveilln alﬂng the:lliddle
iange Whlﬂh lies between the walpahlhl and.Rang1t1k91 rivers., In
view of ‘the conditions, deep soft Snow, strang southerly wind and
cloud,rlt'WEE decided to return down the river in easy stages.
The A,U,T.C.'s also. piked, lost of the snow on the valley fioor
had melted when we made.: bamp on’ Hednesday night and.there was only
a llght sprlnkllnv durlng +the night, Thursday nlght Wag' spent at
our first camp 9ite and again 1t rained,

" On Friday we made our way out to the Désert Road. Umndltlﬂns
were rather. blésk; snow on the ground, a strong Emuthﬁrly wind

snd light rain. Sympathetic motorlsts conveyed us smuth to sun~-
EhlnE and blue Eky. '

YRoute Gulde to the H&ngﬂﬁ Aest Gf Hawke'a Bay“ byﬁN L.
Elder, Government Printer 1959, price 3/6 is useful for plamming
trips in the Kaimanawas, Kaiwekas and Rushines. State Forests
cover part of these areas and permits are required, The boundaries
of the Waiouru Military Area should also be noted.

-~ Kevin Pearcej
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Tho, 1966 ’""*1..5151 in gues to NICK HITTTEN whe _t'r.-;?ﬁ.rtz-l'-l{h:’._
throushe ut wa ? aland as the gucst 5£:2?1 different mctorists,
funner-un with 165 rifte was- Peter .11 Thusbs' Raddiffe. In'
third G1“CEE!“ npletely cute ?Eméﬂ.~wa5 Tom Clarizson, who 7T

1
retired injured after =z mere 7
Nick's feat, which has e le- good leoks, is
1 T Uﬂch viﬂc reprosents

E i
4

1Lckkl's »rizo,

'l
1
cecnelderaed th
slow 18 a curiiary

nerticularly r**ﬁr1_jie when

Yori: .
o 3ttr11uteu Lo
t is

olhhcast 30 miles trovelled, 3
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TFE ¢-5. T JURENS BIRT«D.Y FI 8CO 7(1963).
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These days in t.e Tararuas we notice that there are verv feu
khuts further than one or twe hours from sorie other hut znd between
any »air of Tararu- huts there is a dircct track. (Eas anyone
discovere.. » kbush ridre recently withcut =2 blazed trachk?) w fact
an investigaticn by wyself esrly in 19%87 revealed that in and zrosund
the Tararuz Ronge there werce 55 huts, 4. within the ForestiParle, 2
in the ferbidden srex ¢f the Hutt Miver and 5 cutside the bounds of the
Fari,
1 detided to deteriiine exverimentzlly vhether it was —ossible
cr oa trzmwing club to visit all these huts ir cne wzelkend.

Vnfortuneately the only eluly I hzd the use of wee rather sm2ll so

the taking of 2 lonz weekend seencd justified. The woeckhend of 3-6
June 15%% irzs chosen. Iozhock stickers were wprinted -ccordingly.

Ten trins were lanned to cover all the relevant huts.

The evening of Fridoy 3 Junc wrs fine and ten senrate VUWLIS
warties  converged on the Tararua Range under cover -f durkness, The
azcunt ¢ enow ¢n the teves weoro niepligible.

caturcny oerning was Particulariy =urky et Vesseler Hut and
cverywhere clse it wig ~uch the s-nme, raindns and hailing «witl o
ctrong uind. Stehen and I were o nicet Micek ~nd Wigel coning
froxn Advha ond ro were gquite amosid te find then cn ten of Hector on
tine, ot <au. Mike ~nd Ieter Cin decided that thz wewther on
Saturdoy w.s 2 LBit rough s=¢ thoy stoyed 211 dey with their warties
in Futarz and MNitie Flots Huts resnectively,

.“'\.f

Cri Sunday Chg weather s fuch the samse clthough on the Maidn

Hongo 4t woes caly ncdorsately ddserablea, Kevin's =warty w2s unablo
tc fingd cthe rur to MeGrogor Bivvy in the miet, Bivers woere rather

large everywhere wuwhich aeqnt thot Sayers Hut snd 7211s  hore were

not visited =nd the menbers of the Yonsahsno mority zot very wet.
Conditicne on Mendoy were olso net good but everyone continued

e thoelr jiurneys. Feter Cinfs —arty hnd o lonz wov to 7o, Turn

Ridge tv Welotehu to Levin anl (48 not arrive rome until 4o Tuesday,.

Mike'e cxwmedition iz the north gt aos for as Roaring Stog on Meornday

after visiting 211 their huts.  Terry was delayed o day when o renber

1

cf Lie toom wis injured. Rovrever vy Tuezicy cve



aiter 2 mest enjoyolle weaa'tend!

Thae results of the erperiment sre sct ofit below =nd can Lo
sumzrised as fo1lovws. L1 traopers pzrticinated ond 45 different huts
were viaited. 5 hvots within  thas Perl  =nd 2 Jut ide were visoen
znd natursily s 2 low-obiding cluyb we dicd not vlslt the 2 huts in
ths Hutt Catchient. I o1 quite ¢ 1r1ﬁceﬂ that VUTC ¢ould visit
zlil the huts of the Tarzrucs Roage (incluﬂinﬁ Lrete arcd Baldy Ok hivvies
end Fenn Ck Hut which have somecred since) in three J:ysz, the culy
addition -l requircnonts buing scrie reassazblce westher ant even
greater Scternincticn by. 11 »ns rtch““ﬂtu, LSTerisel in list inlticates

hut visited by

F-I"I r‘-'l

Terry Srn o viais
Thor=z Blithes
Kevin Q'Bricn
Harry Pzrcival
btavhonie Carrzd
GLJL*E Fr E"q,k..}i"
Slepeth Py

-wr‘lqu-"-

e gl et

=

"hnotkor ‘{:)-;--,Ptffp SR

.

ltw-ThltuL&“ Ze Hogs McGerty visited
zuhsrernilkan Chris Little
”Eltkp Ck Ton Muir
ullqw“y =Dickzcn Jobhn, 4tkinscn
Cone David G;“lL

Toteros Flzts |
| ., Kovin Pc“ ce visltzd
"Imyne Tao Pﬂlﬂr

Peter Rzaacliffs ﬂiﬂ tizasterton Rove TEJ11 quulﬂ
T.oaley 4,,-,__"1'1_L1_L Hlue Rk afage J,-i_u{,-.r_j._rﬂ_ 'j_,_'*_"'tr:: tt
Foil Maddocks Cow Creck
Dnve S5t nyer irete Forie
o o . . * .
aliscn J}I*Ehlru 7« Miks Heenmn vicited
Bruce Collctt Johnn 2o Joux
Deve Plant

Roze Goodor wvisited Hodtowaswae Clive Bolt
Pat Mcilzught %Hﬁﬁrﬁﬂﬂﬂ Gornld Edounds
Jir Swadling wichels
Mike Gorton

* d. Peter Gin vigited
Tort Clarkeon Jdic Loitol-z Mole~1m C3yant
Sterhen Kerr Dobsons Glen Innco
Nick “hitten Alpha Chris Hendy
Nigel Hiugers Ctoli Cottage Vivicen febh

i RN

Wuhmne visitood:s
McGyreger, €

Mot o

.
fs) kARt

SFPPrter Barry 4id

Sincheonbe
Heill Forke
ITnungahuka
Aoltapzrongi
Mic-"faichine
Pewell r
Mount-in duuﬂ”
Bonniste i

:F:_I'J.':L"L .L*..., D rsa t Ml{i‘ ""Otl._.l.]{l y AJ '1}1'{}1";.. y Tﬂ.-:lllu 3

oh?l

SBPuth Ohzu
Chau

Harrie Creclkt
Avolanche Flots

Bonnpistery
M-cuntaoin
Powesll

Hc'n

‘mngle Knsh
Snooners

Putora

Haularro

DunLﬁu-
F:ﬂnlater Dasirn
Gc'.-.". htle Ridge

Rearing Stag

Mitre Fl-ites
Tarn Ridgpe
Te Matawsi o
Waicpehu
Lownras

.y
Jdritewvaewae”
chwulu
Draccnhyllun
Tz Matownl

Szuth Obaw
Oh=au 7

R%Hg_th_ 5 IIL-J. -...L'EI i-_.l " ]'l:"' a

T.5.C.,



EESEARCH SEETIDH - :Thieg paper is the rcosult of intensive research

in the fiecld f¢ 1lowed hy ? high=level theorising, by cur Scientific
Jriter, |

RIVEL CACSSING,

Cenezider the steomline flow of wa ter, viscosity ccefficicnt n,
dewrt o rectanpular scctisn of river be' wh w1dtb Wy denth of
water Y, Y&W, cnd length-1, "under a_pressure_P. Let the veloceity
cf the water at o distance y from the river floor and rermote Fror
the river banks be ui ABBULS Tressure 15 censtant over any sziven
cross~secticn of river and that the woter in cocrtact with the ‘river
flocr is =ztaticnary. “en-steady conditicons are reached the veloei
gradient is du/uiy and the. visccus draz per unit aria is n.du/dy.
This acts <ver the lowver surface (neplecting drap caused by contnct
witlr the atmosrhere and with tho .river blnks) of the unaer
rectanrular Lox of water. The forece, te ding to aceclerate this
water bex is Pd(Yey) and for qtuaay;g;nultiuns
Pu(Y-y) n.(ﬂu/dy).Wl.
sr’ du P(Y~y).“J/n.l
integratiﬁﬁ ' jgdu = R;E(Y-y);y. “ wherae K -'P/n.l
U o= K(Yy-yz/zl

Cenzicder a lepyr of width & in the river, thoe foot hovin: o scli
{ ] 5
t

i

i

grip ¢n the rivoer flcor, aoncient aacts sbout the foot tenddns

[l

mach its cimer over. dssuning that the dras on =n clencnt striw
cf leg at distance y fron the riyar,flcgrliﬁ_giveh by

6D = K'. ul.s.ly.  (K' is o censtant.)  then the
ke ncnient due to this drapg is

D

ﬁ".y.(Yy;jz/E)g.ﬂj.

i

1
AN

The tetal oonont is |
i = -KU}E(Egeya/E)E.y.ﬂy.
= kY5,
Thus 1f a river doubles its denth due to floesding the forces
tending to ﬂuﬁh oo tranper cver ore incresscd 2( 6L tines or
the foree is doubled by » 21/C - 112 increosse in depth.

In this treatrient we have snecified streamline flow, In

y :



real rivers flow is alwrys turbulent and consequently traupers are

sulbject to fluctuatianz forces with a gre-ter 2anger of losing holance.

in anpproexiacte exvpreasicn for the esn wveloeity of water in

o turbulent river is

u = A + B.y. A, B constants,
Substituting this ewpressicn in the aove derivation we obhtedin

= IM(BARYS + 2/3.5.7.Y3 + KB2YH)Y,

Thic cquation priedicte o far leze Jdrauntic increasc in Janger with

3

increass in Jepth, Howevir the equaticn,. . = A + By, only holds
for flow in which the valucs of ¥y ¢ nuliercn arc —uech less than
the airiensicans ¢f eddies anl disturbancecs «f thoe water, Thus if

Loculderd in thz river zrz of Zo nore thon o gonll froacticon

£-.J

i
2f the depthh, the equatian fer T Yreaks dowm, Rivers with laric

beulders require cvnsi&&raticn& ¢t the dynanics 7 the trauper

."

rather than just A considerntion of static forces, Ths turbulencc

viuld vrobably rcquir¢ a statistical irunthiont. The naths woul”
se conrlex, the munber of voriables great. It mient he peszibvle

te derive on exprossicn for the probe®ility of the tramper nalvinge

~  safe crossing s A funciicniof ¥ and other variables.

Kevin Pearce, B.Sc., V.UW.T
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e countains send down
Their cold tridbute of SNUW
and the bireh noakes browm,

The ravulets running down,

- fros YArawat~s Bill' Ly Denis Glover.

s IOV L i A S 8 (R 2 e i i ) L S

lcl-



UNOF:I0IAL LONG WEEKEND = JUNZ 1955,

ibout twe of us left the pipe bridge at 6.45-0on a cold blustery
Friday night_inlthe micddle cf winter. A thin crescont m:sﬂ'gaﬁe
ug. cnough light te sce faint shadows a2s we wolked acress the
-ﬁaaﬂacks. Still,.ﬁe reached Chau Hut (cr what's left cf-it) in
gucd .timg znd sped cn up the rivcr-bed. - Last zinute ¢vasive acticn
stewped ms goine up the. North Ohdu and we finally burst into -Sowth
Chau, Hut at. 10, 4593. |
‘ Y freezing night+ brought.a light ccver:t;ng of sncw right. down to
the hut but Saturday davmed-frilliianily- fine. We left at ?¢453u9&nn
trudged through the.snow towards Te Matawzi. . Trom this-track it tock
ﬂaaﬁythEnty;ﬂinu£EEptu ﬁtcp intg a2 piserable ﬁ:}gﬁiﬁhgﬂlléﬂiihé“'
Otaki River, and twe-bours later we. sat on the top of Butchers Knocb
affer too rany ,-far ¥oe many false gumnits, - Stcpping here fer
Jdunckh 'we could see lots of =mmny nightyfanew-ucveréﬂ peaks 2 sround
us “but the snow ¢n slcpes facing the sun . was papidly melting. . ol
get off scuthwarefs ﬁﬁwn the Main Range as frr as Dracorhyliun ¥nob where
we jntzcnded to ﬂake use of the NZES track 'from the Otaki River -to
f@;thln 200 yards of the tep’. (Quete from cne cf the. cullers.who :rf:
cut it.) . Cne hour.later.uesrewched the first blaze. On dropping
into-4he Otaki Wwe found gurselves .anongst a.large- croawd £y ancthor
-elub aliso he;ding for Mid-~Ctaki but a forty minuﬁghsyfini‘gﬂxmuaf
inte Mid-Otaki Hut in Sth and 6th 01aCeSe e, .. s

We had cconsidered goinz zn ta'ﬂaitéwaawac that evening thus
getting on the right side $f the river but decided agalnut it
because 4).it wos late ii) wechad qﬂeIIfiu for hunks at Mid-Otali
11;) the ‘weather-sas still acrfecf“s:“the rlver cou14 not pessinly
flﬂﬂdrn

<6 we. left-on Sunday nernjng e Wﬂre'tnrceﬁ to uhé the wet ueather
'track! ~nd wn ly_gusﬁwmﬁﬂ:ged to ¢cross the- rug;ngwmuduypmaters of
Keliiher Creeck h zn hcur belew tha hut. '1a buitbled 'cn downstrean
for.about _an huur after thls,.lﬂalng the track n tirmes =nd finding it
ag=2in n-1 tines, before-we tcok = r&alkstlc awproach and hezded back
fﬁr Mid=-0Otekiy e vaossed the hfternccn sitting 4in cur nits, eating
andapIagsHE déts, ctc., whilé the rain vounied cgzsclessly con the riof.
s |



de knew ore shiut noy o cleen fifteen in 2 six unk hut thaot nin
The rain ecczd sonewhat cvernight, and e wyoke on Mond 7
wworaing to find thr wonther overcast but dry, .nd the river low and
clezr. Hoever 2 zoon =2s we 1left the hut thes Jdelure cooe nnd

centinued valivinished for the rest zf the doy. o trznaped ink the

"

river-bed for the first half hour then tock te the sidle trmck ns the
riverx wos rising fast. Pregress wos slow, c¢ne side strean wes |
norticularly difficult to cross, 2rd we scin renched the dreanded staze
whiere - the track stempol ~bruntliy in the "illle of nowheore, o
centlinued zidling 2long - the riverbank -nd fin2lly arrived within 209

72rds of Yaitew ewoe - but. withsn large velure -f thick brovm river in

vetweenn., - However we joined wr with the cther varty wh: bhad cuns cLum
with vz, 2ad no n;f:ﬂ te LBlunder acrocathe river link:d up in grouns . f
EEVen or SC. The river varied fronm waist deen to chest decvu
{cﬁ&ndiné cn now £y off the. bcttin cur feet were.

The other porty stoysd for the nizght ot "Taitewrsew ae, while we
forged cn in  the gathe rln“ dusk, with =cne strange ncetion thzot the
worst was cver, Tho roce 2geinst darkness ended a2t the st rt of the
trzmline with Corkncszs the vieteor. The ricon hod gre 1 sonmewht since

the previc us Fridty a2nd we had enocugh light to tell for surce that we %

were noet on the trock., - In corder t5 [ind the

A}

uspension Lhridgs dver

L M-

the Otaki in the derk, one hos to viclate ~1l the nrincinles of

Corilin sense, The gwe ooplies f-r finding the woy fr.: thoet bSridee
t¢e the rldllﬂ Trock. The heosiec rule is:i- 'Stop 2nd think which woyv
is best tiaen po the cther w o y,' A5 a2 result it tcok five keurs frso

icltowneowne te the cottage, hut we cnly wolked five rinutes mret the
carpork befire we ot o 1ift.te Ctaki with just encuphf tisc tc niss
the lart train te town. (If you ore.cut late ot nirht £ Ctaki Forks
its Ee&t t L obe g0 late tha € weenle =re on their woy in to logk frr
you. ) Frooo there e and Hrs Grant picked us un ond we werc honic
souie tine errly on Tucedny werning,.

Pﬂrty Nick - ﬂlutuﬂ5 bMnaleols Grant.



HINTER S = K,

How far could o tronwing norty get frox Schermanns in the niddle
¢ winter in = weckend?  Estimates varied mostly freom Putara to
Dundac and sore optimists thought arcte oipht be Hossible.

I =1 an extreze cotivdisrt and oo had ay sipghts set high when I
started cff up to Put-ra FEut =beut 9om on Friday 1 July 1966 with Jii:

and Pat. The wenither wos fine and calm witlh 2z gloricus full neoon

il

s there was nc point in stooping at Putara. We get onte continucus
s now near Hines and on the ton of Ruan-e 2 t about midnight Pot and
I vut tn cratnons. Unfortunately Jim did not hove a veir sc it

wes nccessary to cut Jtehs fer hin all thk way over Bast Peak, Cn

West Pealk scon after twe cclock we stopped for a few hours slecp.

The coeneiticns were 2agnificent. The view in the niconlight was
unresricted - ¢ could see Mount Fpront ocut acress the sco-. The

-

snwW wnsg hexd and it was Zifficult tc stoy in one place to sleewn,.

At seven a.:. we were off again with Jin wearing ny ers ons.
bxcept on the Scuthern sides «f the big »neaks I ccul’ ¥oen u» with
the ecr-opon wearers. Hevertheless prorress vwog slew -nd it wos 1.353000
when wo stopped for lunch at Arete Bench wileh wns waers we first found
water - only because wc_%ntv exzctly where the tarn wis. The Wailchine
Finnncles were plastered ond we faun it nocessary to orope un too
negetictes then, The wceather weos atlll Derifect when we wore nt Tarn
Ridge Hut hut cur will tc go -n sort of fadel awry ~t the proevect of
o night in 2 hut. During the night the weather turned nasty so we

were glad not -te be sleening cut on MNorth King. (or scnewhere).

],.J

clisgsnd

i”,-'

Viﬁibilitf-ﬂﬂ Sunicy was zerce in nll directicns so we

(i

¢ff inte the Waingawa at about Yarr €irm a spur about 100 yards
scuth.of Tar T Ricgze Hut. Then down the river tc Lrete Forks and
ancther threc h:urﬁlt: Cow Creck and four zut over Plue Ranges That

conpleted our weekend S~K.  Next.thing is tc &z o winter

Schornonn-Kiriwhakanaps in -ne Aoyl

Tur Clorkson, Pat MceNaught, Jiu Swadling.
T.5.0C.



BLYTH HUT 4.I.C. 1966,

Saturday vorning at Blyth Hut:- |

"AlLL richt, everyhody un: cine cny get ycour breakfast.m
Gradunlly everyone got un , had breakfast and put their baots -n.
Little. heckling over whe was tu czrry the »nack first and off they 2ll
went tﬁ & ecenvenilent little gully.

coks 2 bit steep, w;umL anyine dike to shew the others self=arrest?

No reply. 8¢ thé instructir junpeéd. ' Soon everyonc else junmed.
Before lung this slove scemed too s~fo, so the lender chose 2 steemer.
CIE . At first thc 1ittle party hkad trouble walking on this steen
frumen slope. - ' _

"Mow I wont ycu 211 tou lie on ynur backs f“ﬂlﬂP dovmhill=s - 1T will
hold your feet until you are re=dy and then let you go,Y said the

aoder. Very scon it woe discovered thot no-one w2s gcoing to hurt

thernaclves dJdoing this. 55 then the leader nade thesn nretise the1r bo -
leoys - but the glspe was-adt even stcep enrugh for this, St romned
tegether in twos the varty clambered over rocke ond un little-q&rnices
akbeve the rully & threw bip rocks dewn nt the others in the rully
But no-~cne weos hurt 2. they all clirhed urn the pully to the top and
had lunch. - |

"Next we shall vrzctise cur dynanic belays," said the lender,
and he demonstrated cme te the group. o

"There are scme nice gullies un there,' he then repcrted. S . the
party nade its way up tc those Iittle pgullies. Once there they reped
in twos a2gain and walked alcng the ton of sne of the rullics.
Lvery now, a nd than someane would jun p inte that pully and the other would
step hin with the rog But no-one was hurt s¢ thevy went up to
another gully that hﬁl & vertical woll zlonp cne side. Here nerbers
¢ the perty throw thoiselvss vainly intc the little w=lley. But no-
cne was hurt so they went to = much deersr gully. Here nembers
cf the rarty leapt with even nor enthusisst thon before - but B
nce=-cne was hurt, 8¢ they took off the repos an? once asnin leant
with grest enthusirs» intc the d-rk. But no-=cne was hurt 50 they
feund steever: EIGEL“ ane Jug little trerches =nd Luilt low walls of

snow for these jurpins Acwm the clores. stlll no-one wos hurt sc
they pave up ~ nd went hack to the hut,
Then next ncraing o voice yelled Yile're leaving in 45 ninutes.”

45 rdnutes later they seft ~nd zet of T on ~ pilgrinnge to the Scuth
ol of Mocunt Ruapehu. Hewever one select little proup incurred the
wrath of the leader by nct going the way the lecder weant. 8Still,
by midday the whele party was cn the col. Here sone cof the party
stayod to c¢linb Parcetetaitongs while the rest descended the nerth ccl
tﬁ the top of the Bruce read and thence henie by thunh, Those
wining to climb Paretetaitonic arrived at the Bruce rather later,
in fuct ~locst too late. Mot rking it to Wbllln ~ton that nizht is
the reason why cne ULrsuq cressed in full clishing pear including
wailst lonp anid karabiner was seen 2t Varsity that Huﬂhhy nwornins.

Clive Bolt.®



THE WILKIN VALLEY - DECEMBER 1966,

Wednesday:14th. .

Five of the party left Christchurch after a smooth trip.on the
Maori from Wellington.. This was. by far the longest and most
strenuous ‘day of 'the.trip. Picture, if you will, five burly
trampers and 10 dgys' gear, crammed into one of Henry Ford's
smaller producéts, travelling from Christchurch via Timaru and
Oamaru, the Waitaki valley and the Lindis Pags to Wanaka .at
which point another of the same with gear is squeezed in for.
the 37 miles to.Makarora where, exhausted, they all spend the
night. The journey tock 13 hours, an interesting contrast to
the days that followed. On arrival the party was greeted by
Dave Osmers, his wife and sister~in~law, the latter an old
school friend of the trip leader.

Thursday 15th,

Although the trip leader was most reluctant to leave Makarora
and his o0ld school friend, the perty in its entirety safely
crossed- the Makarora River and made 1ts way downstream to the
confluence of the Wilkin and Makarora Rivers. Just above this
the Wilkin was crossed with ease and the party made its way up
the left (i.e. true right -Ed:) bank of the Wilkin, jet-boat
convenience having been sacrifiecd in favour of the McNaught-
Pearce bank accounts. "Top Hut," the lowest hut in the Wilkin,
proved to be well past its prime, in fact it was a ruin.
However Kerin Forks. was reached after 6 hours tramping and the
night-spent ‘in the hut-there.
Friday 16th.

The party awoke to discover the begutiful mountains azbove the
valley hed been replaced during the night with much cloud.

It was also raining, not hard, but steadily, persistently and
very wetly. Nothing desunted they tramped to Jumboland Hut,

¢ hours away and the scenery — well, what was lost in mount-
ains wos made up for in waterfalls.. The Wilkin, still its

turquoise opslescent self, had started to rise.
Saturday 17th.

The day dawned much as before: The weather, however, was worse.
The party decided to climb Mount Jumbo (6,200ft.) which wes
located somewhere in the mist behind and considerably above the
Jumboland Hut. They followed a cleared stream bed up, and at
the top of: the clearing a Tridge through open beech. The route
posed one or two complications, mainly due to members' ingist-
ence on walking on top of instead of through sub-alpine.scrub.
Several rocky gullies were traversed. A saddle was reached
where the party wos greeted by = sm@dén’gale4fﬂrce"wind. The:
Wellingtonians immediately felt at home and 211 sat down and:




had lunch. Five then left the wpddle. to scale-the” top. Every-
thing was shrouded in mist. Threc got there after = scromble
over loose rock and occasional drifts of snow. At the top.werse
an iron peg, more loose snow and lots more mist,. .The ceonquerers
descended, found the two almost-conquercrs and returned to Neil
Meddocks 2t & saddle who had. choss the much safer:pastime: of
trying to spot the Albertburn vslley: through the occasion=zl
breaks in- the nist. Thén 211 descended to Jumboland Hui, food
and light literature. HMr Burgess claimed he read "Lolita" from
cover =~ - oo T U night.

Sunday 18th (What sun?)

It resined much =as before with o persistence that quite zstounded
the Wellington intruders. HNevertheless they continued up the
velley, through the bush track to top Flats =nd New Top Hut.

The Wilkin wes by now in full flood and Top Flats rescmble’ the
underneath of a -~ - (you know, those holey “sgsi-ble -
dreining things) through which Lake Taupo was being poured.

The Wilkin -t Jumboland Gorge left Hukes Fazlls for dead. The
South Franch being totally uncrossable the party spent the night
in the hut which belongs to the Hount Albert Station at Top Forls.
Miraculously, the rain cezsed =2s suddenly as it had begun early
in the ovening afiér 63 hours of non-stop »u ing.

Monday 19th.,

Ihe weather now declered itself fine =znd werm. The party crossd
the South Branch of the Wilkin and then set off up the North
Branch. Several side-~strenms were cr ssed bafore Loke Diann's
placid but swollen watcrs were renched. The snout of the-nini-
glacier which conmes off Pollux was investigated together with the
rock bivvy neerby. The glecier wes most picturesque with boulders
everywhere. The mrty returned to the Top Forks. hutb nnd after n

short breck in which now-dry gear wzs donned.set off downstream
for Jumbolend Hut.

Tuesday 2 'th,

Messrs Stonyer and Moddocks decided to salube in the hut but the
cther nembers of ihe parsyv-thougnt Mt Aeolus (TTOOft) wos for
nmore tempting. They crossed the Wilkin below the hut (after
=1lf an hour of trying) and proceedej vp the well défineﬁ'fidge.
It took about 1% hours %o .the snowline. The snow wns soft and
the going slowed down. There was o short stcp for lunch. It
WaS tgkiﬂg longer and longer to zet less =nd less further., Then
t?e-mlgt appeared, swocping down out of = clear blue sky cnd ”
A hes hagts ack 500 ft. from the summit but
were . soon too occuplied 'in glisgsading 2nd its thrills to crieve
further. ' They got back. tnthe o ,

hut ahout * Cm -~ 3 3y
tWG I'I-E:d {": E.{Jr in t:lﬂ bush ) - ¢ c:. -b 3 P - ]ﬂ:, ._.,ftc...l"' Seelnf_‘:
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yedﬁgsdaz-Els%.
This wes a dny of some frus'ration. The party proceeded -down-
strear to Kerin Forks and then tried to cross the river. They
tried agoin.: But it just couldn't be ‘done. However, one member
of the party ﬂld learn that the middle of:a flooded (and gleocial)

river is no place to argue the gquestion of who :is trlp leader..

In fact it wes no place for argument at 211. The ‘party returned
to Kerin Forks Hut znd stayed the night.

Thursday 22nd,

Somewhat chastedéd by yesterday's river crossing lessons, the
party proceeded downstream, They met the farmer John Quﬁ1ﬁ1whu
was out on horseback. He very kindly helped them cross.the.
Wilkin, which was still very enlarged after the rain. . They very
gingerly crossed the lMakarore and arrived at -Dave (¢ .ers' the
car anc civilisation.  Phil Buréess then remembered he hﬂd left
his cemera ("full of lovely photos") across the other side of
the river. TForgetting how difficult it wag to cross the river
he plunged into the Makarorz, retricved the camers and plunged
back again with his cemera between his teeh. The camera was

ngt insured. It seems that the gnswer to succeasful lmPGSSlblE
river crossings:lies in m0t1-~t19n. |

The Wilkin in beﬂutlful trampers"CQuntry and all have vowel. to
return.. There are mountzins -in abundance a anl deer in seni-.
abundance; the only 'snag is the River.

Phll Burgess.-

Dave Greig (lefﬁer), Phil Burgess, Neil Maddocks,

Party Members:.
| Kevin Pearce,  Dave, Stonyer, Pat McNaught.

PB/DG.

HOLLYFORD — WANAKA with variati~ns (intentional and otherwise).

Intended route: Hollyford valley - Cow Saddle.- Fiery Col - Fohn
Saddle - Dard River - Cascade Saddle - VWanaka,

We left Wellington on the evening ferry to Picton on Friday Nov.
25 and by midnlght all theee of us were camped by the roadside
near Blenheim. 2%+ days hitch-hiking from there had us at the .end
of the Hollyford rcad ‘in. pouring rain. ® Three hours was necéssary
for us to get to hidden falls hut, hnd was sufficient tn_get
saturated, A roaring. fire had all gear dried ou’ by ‘the time we
turnedfln for. ikgifingt night of the triv.

Next mornhing wag’®still wet, but atter®d*lfesurely#Breakfost we
reluctantly set. off up the steep hill behind the hut.. In order

to travel up Hidden Falls Creek,; one has to climb high above’ the
creek to avoid the waterfall ﬂnd gorge at the start. We therefore



travelled alcng a ridge scme 200 ft. or so akove the river,
making 2 couple of trips down to the river to find it stili_tﬁa
gorgy to travel in. The size of the river indicsted that it was
in fact the main river, though other .Izctors seemed to contra-
dict this.: On'our third descent totthe river we sow that the
gorge had ended snd the river was brozd and slow - almost

like a lske, . Tt was even more like a2 laké further upstreoam,

As we sidled around it we wondered why it wes not recorded on
any mwap,. Above the lake the creeck was much smaller agd aﬁeeper,
descending in = series of smoll wroterfalls. Ey this time it

Wwrg lete in the afternoon and our only concern wos to find =
sultable campsite., .We were no longer intercsted in where we
weres . After much searching we finally ceme out on an open

rocky knob and pitched the tent on = rether exposed and
uncemfortable site. Pat hastily explained that the large number
of patches did ngt indicate’ thot the tent would leak. They

were merely the rezult of the lMcNaught cat doing 2 traverse of
the tent while it was pitched in their bockyard. It appeared
that the c#t had kicked steps up one side =2nd glissaded down

the other. |

Visibility improved in the evening =2nd we could sce that we
were not in Hidden Fells Creek, but hzd no idece where we
actually were. In the hour of daylight that remcined one ver
person was sent off srmed with mop, compsss, torch (just in
cese) =and 'Moir's guide to everything except Hidden Falls Creek"
tc see 1if he could draw any conclusions frem the low pP=8sS we
could sec in the ridge nesrby. His only conclusion %as that
the pess wes much further that in l1ooked, zs wo lost saw- his
lignt, miles away, ot about 11p,m. The rain began again =28 we
settled into our pits.

At first Ii.ht the next d-y the missing one hed still not
returned sc thi other two begen 2 search which losted =bout
two hours, by when we were all together, but all lost, He was
none the Worse for his night out inthe raim without - sleeping
bag, tho gh his map, compess and Foir were all lost. We
stumbled ontc the tent scme time loter and sat in our pits for
the rest of the day while the =dvmt=ges of = well-dreined |
cempsite were becomihg more and more opparent.. The next
morning we msde an ignominious retrest all the way back to
didden F2lls Hut arriving rather l-te duec to hécvy packs,
flooded creeks, and bunm nevigntion., Hzving lost the Alpine
Club's Clivine mep we were forced 1o use the Laads & Survey's
0ld map which clenrly marke = sidestreem of Hidden falls Creck,.

The next day dawned with o mixture of sun snd rain, We-apent
the morning drying out our gesr, znd - fter lunch packed up
and set off up the now-familiar steep hill. We carefully
crossed the gsidestreem we hed goneé so far up befmre, sidled
round 2 low spur to drop into the real "creek", and pitched
the tent, in some bush flots nezr the river. A large ares of



ferns wazs obliberated to provide our bedding and we prepared for
anfearlY:§§§FF=thé next morning.

The bush was so dark and.gloomy when we left at 6.30 a.m, that
we couldn't.tell whether it was fine or evenly overcast. All we
knew wag that: it wasn't raining, until about 10 a.m.; after that
it was raining..” Travelling up Hidden Falls Creek was very .
difficult 2t first but-gradually improved until, guite suddenly
we emerged onto .broad Open flats. These remeined more or less
~continucus until the bushline, . By the time wé reached the oroad
tussock top of Cow Saddle, it wzs 4 p.m. and raining heavily,
also ‘windy..and: rather told. The top of the pass was just below
the mist level, so without the services of the trusty doctor we
had no idea where Firey Col was, so we crossed into the upper

- reaches of the Olivine river end camped theres Huey made o
concerted effort to rip our tent to shreds that night but fort-
unately drew no blood. -

The next merning was still blustery but the rain hed virtuzlly
stopped. We set fo-dﬂwn the Olivine until we could see the
Olivineé ledge high zbove us. By this time the weather wes
clearing and we could.see some mighty peaks as we sidled up onto
the ledge. Iravelling alon;; the ledge was mzde difficult by a
few gorges which cut across it, so if was 2.30 p,m. when we
started to climb towards Fohn Saddle. It was 2.30 p.m. When it
c@ﬂudad over and started snowing. Pushing on regprdleﬁs]we
missed the szddle by .iles, so returned té a suitable campsite
at the foot of the saddle. Nearly a foot of snow was too rmuch
for the tent which was in desperate néed of surgery when we

acked it eway after a rather miserable night. Though it was
st;ll sncwing we Doldly set off upwards, but sbout an hour later
we came to & halt, wondering where to go next. Oue said "go .
leftr, and sﬁid:"gﬁﬁright",”ﬂne'said_”gd back". We followed the
latter course; ' R o - : L - .
Not. particulsrly keen on another night above the snowline, we
hended for the blvvy rock "discovered" by the VUWTC party the
prévious summer: Dropping off the Olivine ledge into the river
wa8 hairy to say the least. How tuees can grow upright-on a- i
vertical rock glab is completely beyond me., Our course down the
river wus largely dictated by gravity., Despite the heavy rain
the river wids not running at all high. Crossing theé Termination
sidestream Wes raother interesting all the same, a~ we still hed
our overtrougetrs on. 20 minutes on 2 blazed track got us to the
bivvy, an impressive glaciasl boulder overhanging bnall sides,
end with a perfectly dry dirt floor. The only sighs of c¢ivil=-
izetion were & neat stack of firewood, and 2 scrap of paper on
‘the floor which read "Fraser said 1,0CC, rezal answer:125." We
hung up the sadly tattered tent, under the shelter of the rock;
~to dry out and settled down glad to have a solid roof over our
heads again. |

Barly next morning the three of uS-gazad'uut from our wsrm pits
in wonder and amazement, The impossible hzd happéned. It was



fine. However, action superceded shock and we gulped down our
-breakfast, hastily sewed the 45th patch on the tent and vet off
towards Fohn saddle, A minimum of scru’ rashing got us back on
the ledge, now coveréd with a mantle of “BHow. We made no mistake
about the route and lunched in the théck snow on the top of the
pass. The views of mountains ‘and rivers, near and far, were
really fantastic, and all that h2d happened the week before was
duly forgiven.. We pushed down through nnee deep snow tothe upper
Beapsburn flats to set up camp early in the aftarnmén;, A heavy |
frost overnight heralded the dawn of another perfect day. We
rather reluctently ‘forced ourselves to hurry down the Besnsburn
in the midday heat, to arrive ot the brozd shingle bed of 'the’
Dart River late in the afternoon. We crossed the river that
evening'!after backing out of weist deep water on our first ﬁttempt
and crmped in ,the bush on the left bank. ’

The next morning we wasted much time in an unsuccessful attempt to
sidle round the Sandy Bluff ~nd we reached Dredgeburn Hut in time
for a rather late 1u”ech. "By the time we reached Catlle Hut it was
raining again and we skipped up the pace in the fading light to .
arrive at the Whitburn Flats just on nhightfall. We turned in to
sleep soundly after a 12 hour day, happy that Cascade Saddle
could be crossed the next day if it were fine.

It wasn't, We got as far as Dart Hut (14 hrs.) and stayed -there
while snow fell on and off all afternoon:; More snow the next
morning closed the door on Cascade Saddle so we set out over
Snowy saddle in alternatirg sunshine and snowshowers. After
crossing the pass. e sped on down the Rees to make a final ocamp
some three hours from the roadend. It snowed again overnight,
then became brilliantly fine as we made our was back to civil-"
isttion. A local miner gave us a welcome lift into Glenorchy and
we sat on the shores of Lake Wakitipu in the afternoon sun; having
a last look at theé mountains before turning to the .road to make
the long journey home. R
Party: Pat McNaught, Jim Swadling, Nick Whitten.

NKW/DG.
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In’ three years,  VUWIC will be  fifty years old #:would you
belie¥e '1t? It's trues,: So what about-an expeditition tc'the
indes/Hinalayas/Antarctica to celebrate dt. « ALl we neced'dis a'
nlan, scne noney. (like %5IEH3%) and %_pﬁrsuasive-linE;ep?ﬁhﬂ'gfgaﬂe?
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Comment hearc on. a travining trip: -

L i . . Sl e . . :
'Experience is whatt .copes from surviving' inexpericnce. '
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MT. ARTHUR RANGE. CHRISTMAS 1966

Having been Christmas-type entertained and fed by the unigue Little
family,: three of us prepared to embark in Mr., Little's car te the Baton
River, A late arrival proved to be Dave Greig, whe had got himself organized
the night before and met us beéfore we left Chri: = place,

In perfect weather we lest curselvewm strailght away, but were sgoon
heading up the right valley to arrive at the foot of the track to
Loveridges Hut, inespecting recent gold sluicing attempts and making
hal fe=serious GldlmE to large purtlﬂns of ‘ocl's gold' found in the rockes of
the river=bed en route.

The track to Loveridgea is at first steep. The heat, steepness, and
heavy packe soen took their toll, but we eventually struggled up to
Loveridges hut. We found two sheets of rusty corrugated iron and an earth
floor and converientily placed outside, a rotting set of antlers in velvet-
yechl!

Keedles- to say, we zlept in tenta that night., Next morning we left zt a
respectable hour, with only helf a half-axe- Dave flew off the handlell

We arrived on top of the flrEL bump =zhortly and followed it to the
Mt. Arthur range proper. It was misty at Tfirst but cleared considerably
as we reacned the Twins (5900). Several deer were seen st this time and we
lunched Jjust under a ridge leading from the Baton River to the Twins. After
lunch we rounded the ridge and descended to a dry valley east of the Twins.
1 managed to persuade the others to drop packs and raemble up to have a closer
look at these limestone masses. We got to the small saddle between the two
peaks, but it was misty and cold up there so we returned to our packs and
started to look for the 'excellent campsite with stream'. Alas, 211 we found
were large boulders of limestone, but a gite was soon fixed on and we set the
tent up, as by now it was raining.

Cur immediate problem was water, so one bod was co-opted to descend .
to the nearest avail ble water with all ocur water containers. Kevin's whistle
was put to good use in order to orient him and he returneéd safely with
the required liquid. It rained that night and intermittantly the next day,
so it was democratically decided that we stay put. |

The next day was overcast but not raining, so we set off along the range
againe Being trained to well-behaved Tararua ridges we were nct prepared for
the idiosyncrasies of the Mt. Arthur range north of the Twins, and after
bumbling thriugh a znss of limestone boulders with mighty sink-noles between
them, we descended into whzi was apparently the campsite we should have
camped in (this' at the hesd of the northe-west branch of the £llis Stream
is A-1 superb recommended)! From here we saw that from the Twins one Ennuld
Keep high and follow the true range to Mt. Arthur proper. Anyway, we at last
managed to get to the top of so-called 'Mountt'! Arthur and survey she by now
superb views. When we got back to our packe we had a2 lenghty tlounge' and
watched fwo 'peasnts! hbﬂdlﬂg tewards us frorw Flora Hut way. Chris's conmment
was='They're prﬂhuhly on honeymoont!. Kevin's was-'Probably a geelugist
rock~hunting'. These truly Delphic pronouncenments became embarrassingly
true when John Rhﬂibﬂ and his wife Ann came closer.

That evenihg was spent pleasantly at “lora Hut and next day in 2
crystal-clear morning we trudgsd up Lodestone. From now on thnre were
no tracks, This was soon apparent as wecrashed through the thlck juvenils
beech off Lodestone, but soon we ddepted ourselves to the new enviroment,
%at however, without the neceaaary moans and sarcastic comments to our a1l



suffering leader (what else i1s a leader for?). We managed to struwgle on to
Crusader by late afternocon and rested long on top delaying as long as possible
the awful moment when we must drop, literally, from Crusader down the ridge to
_‘Hﬁary*Head. At last) hﬂwevar,:wa set off and, scratched and battered, reached
a reasondble campslte. Water was again obtained 'per aguerium', as uﬂuul and
we were'waf’ | to sleep by‘the pure goodness of Chris's 'haricot!' stewa
The next day was fine as ve trudg nn up to Hoary Head but misty ac we headed
down. We decided to go out over Brown Acres rather than continue on to Takaka
Hill raad and reachlng the top of Mt, Gamphell in mist we set off in the
direct’on we thought was right and,hy gome chance, it was, as we found, grass
pastures, a hut and a road leading down. Wefollowed thic road a fair way
through a motley of native bush, farmland, pine plantation and scrub and
eventually hit a road and farmhouse where we were kindly fed, and then we
settled down for the night in a nearby hay=~barn,

lext morning we set off to thu.% back home,

Party:~ Chris Little (leader), Dave Greig, Kevin Pearce, Ross Gooder,

-Ross Gooder.

RAKATA, JaiUaRY, 1967

Don Fraser, Nelil Whitehcad, and Tom Clarkson had a ten day expedition

into the Rakaia in January 1867. ¥We set off up the Rakaie Valley in
deteriorating weather hoping to do some climbing up the Lyell Glacier.
From the roade-end at Glen Falloch it takes about & day and a.half to -
Lyell Hut, not far below the terminal face of the Lyell. Glacier..There is
a good bridge across the Rakaia Jjust above the junction of this river with
the Ramsay. The best route to Lyell Hut is up the true right of the Rakeoia,
across this bridge, then back across the river to the hut if the river
is lowe A better ford is at the outlet from a large lagoon at the end of
the glacier about 30 minutes above the hut,. If the ..“ver is up the only
access to Lyell> Hut is over the Meins Knob, a climbt of about 1000%'y
We reathed Lyell Hut in gc 1 time wvia the lagoon crossing but, for the
following five days the weather ‘was almost continuously rainy.

~ Opne morning we set out at 4:30 a.m. in the direction of Maleolm Hut
but the conditions were so bad that we were back at the hut a% 10 a.m.
An expedition to the top of one of the Jollie Sisters (73001) in a gale
force wind was our only 'successt,

Our sixth "y was fine =nd we decided to try to make something
of our trip by crossing to Westland., To cross the Rakaia we had to climb
over Meins Knob .and use the bridge (the river was rather ferocious in appear=
ance after the rain). From the bridge we took three hours up the moraine
to the head of the Clcrke Glacier immediately below Strachan Pass, The snow
up the last 800! onto the pass was hard enough to require staps and, on the
other slde, the descent to the Lord Glacier was also hard- (this did not deter
Nedl from trying to glissade and as g resull plummeting down. the slupe in
a most uhdignified fask’ »n), Eleven hours fron Lyell Hut we .camped on moraine
just below the end of the Lord Glacisr. From this position to,the Wangarui-
Lambert Forks is a distonce of about four miles. We would endorse Pascoe's
advice about attempting the Lambert Gorge sidle in murky weatker (like we did)
The four miles took 13 hours to cover, An extra hour spent looking forwthe
huniters! hut was sasted time,
"“The hut is ten minutes int



The four miles took 13 heurs to.cover. An extra hour was spent lﬂnking for
the hunters' hut and was wasted .time.. -

The hut is” “ten minutes into the bush frnm the Lambert River and less
than five frDm the Wanganui Riveri:An anthuatad cage crosses the Wanganui
about flftuen ‘minutes “up from -6 hut nnd anyone who oila-its pulleys
will be doing a valuable service for the tramping publlc. It'is one easy
day's journey (abcut 7 hcurs) from the cage to SHB ‘near Harihari. We .
emerged there’ just 10 déys after paying off our taxidriver in Canierbury
(£7-10-0 frof Aghhurtcn),

- TiSnC'-

SPENCERS OR RUST.- FEBRUARY 1967.

After making hrrangemﬂnts to leave on the Tuesday night- baat,,the
leader disappﬁaren into the Tararuas: ocn a 5.A.R. scarch that weekend.
However, he turned wp in time and the four of us managed to get to
Ehrlstchurch, and then onto Lewis Pass where we met Ross who-had come. from
Arthurs Pass,

S50 donning our 501b packe,-we immediately dropped 500! from Lewis Pass
into the Maruia *iver and moved up the river driving deer to .the left and
right until we reached Ada Pass Hut (CUTC); (lower than Lewis Pass), at 7p.n,
Scrog and brew. Stops and atiempts at leaving tins of milk powder behind
were carried out on the way. The nex: day cnnsisted of a gentle stroll over
the pass and down the fda river encountering wild cattle and horses en route
to Christopher Forks wherc there is a small three-bunk Forestry hut,

During all the twelve days of the trip not once did it rain but on the
third day it snowed, consequently Thora, Terry and I went on an expedition
collecting gooseberries, to the old abandoned farmhouse~ not any more
for outside ‘'was a collecticn of bulldezers, landrovers and G.M.C.s and they
didn't even invite us in to their fire!

Saturday dawned gloriously fine so with ice-axes and all we set ocut to
conquer Faerie Queene, now under a cover of powder snew. We chickened out
but magnificent views were had. Sunday saw us slogging down the Ada and up the
the Waiau to Glacier Gully in the Ewelter1n5 heat. Peter and I nade a side
trip to " e Guyon to try to bludge soma sugar off the Forestry cullers there
They were cut but we met scme fishermern who had flown! in that day (very
demoralizing). The next day we decided Una weas beyond us (anyway it was
supposed to be impossible from this side) so we elimbed up to a knob to
the North of Una, _ | |

Tuesday was another sweltering day, so with rany..wims and a threo
hour break at midday, ‘we made cur way to the Ferks at the head of the
Waizau Valleys We slept out that-night and 2 nice early start the noxt
day saw us plodding up to the Waiau Pass(70001 «at least it was cooler
in the earlier nmorning, Over the pass and down the shingle =slide gave
us lunch and a swim (very cold) at Tieke Constance {(4500'), e travelled a
around the lake, over the moraine wall and down to our campsite at Rlue
Lake., That night we had 2 variation in evening meal, instead of 'deb'w-
chicken supreme, very nice but not enough to feed a mouse,

Thursday- friday:- tco het te d¢ anything but play with the robins
s0 Frenklin was left alcocne., However Peter and-I did at least walk down t
through the Sabine Wilderness areq to Sabinc Forks on Thursday. On Fricday
night we heard and saw the rare tlus duck, The next day, an early



g0 Frenklin was left slonce However Peter and I did at least walk down
through the Sabine Wildernecss to Sabpine Forks on Thursday, On .| _.day night
we heard and saw] the rare bluc duck, The next day, an early rise and we
climbed up ontc Moss Pass Chancis and ‘herés of déer were plcntiful. Turning
south instead of north we ran into scne difficulties trying to get down into
the D'Urville but we made it, andé after athree hour v k down the valley
we. decided on & conpsite at 7P.ie After an early morning visit from keas
and recbins un'n&naﬂeu'tb ve away by 10z.me Lunch at Morgen Hut, a swin
another couple of nours. i‘ur‘theh or and =0 we arrived at DYUrvilic Huv

at Lake Rmtarﬂa. After a troublescme night with 'meesies'! and comfortable
beds, we met Mr., Flowers' boat and dropped in on the Vhiteheads for lunch
(we met them at t'.: tep of the Waizu Pass). Terry, Thora and Peter caught a
bus to Helscn and flew hone while Mr. whitehsad gave Reoss and I a 1ift to
Blenheim and we caught the forry honee

Party:- Thora & ithe, Peter Jan’ son, Ross Gooder, Higel Lzgers,
Leader:- Terry Woghorn,
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'Mountainecerins 1s cance of the fincst s-ortc iooginable But to
pPractisce it withiut technique is = fory of sicre or less lelilerata
suicile.!

- Gastzon Rebuifat.
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ML I go bock what will you de?®

4 whele seauence of pictures flashed thre u;? Ny hend: the ‘oys
of marchin e in sweltering heot, the havﬂ “ltCh e hodl cverconie,
the tronendous hffc ts we had all oale te Loy seize te the —suntain,
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the Jairy horedisn o f 211 cy friconds in C%t‘qllahlﬂ the carivs, e
hour <r twe, werhaps, viztory weull

We wers neoaring our gmoal. In ~n hour
Loowure. Must wo give un? e, thot woull e drvhossitla, Iy
+hele Heing revelted against the icen. I -3 mode uvn oy mand

irrevoeatly.s Today we were consecratinm on idsal, -’ no sacrifice
wvas too gront. by voice yang sut clecrly:
"I saculd o on by nwyselft

I weuwld o olone, If a¢ wished to f* Jewm 4t ovmnms nLtofer
me t oo sto hin, Ec ust woke his own chadcoe Treely.

HThen I'11 follos youlto!

wfron '"Aanisurnzt by Maurice Hoxzle
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RER 5= DARD FES 167

Remnants nf pre-trip impressions gpring.to mind at
this juneture - hurried toll—-calls t0 Hapier and Wenganul:
paralysing the grocery check-out counter ot “right-~
staphensons for ten minutes onh & Friduy night - aefter
torrorizing the innocent bourgoisie with twenty spondlicks
worth of gui on grogsly overlozded pushearts; carefully
parcelling out deny veg,pog,gravel,bricks ete to the last
cubic angstrom in & Xorori ﬂlnlﬂg room; &nd lugging & helluva
woight of utuff onto the Wahine.

Yo ho Gadzooks &nd we'rs away - such was the suspicious
start, (pleoase givs your ico—exes 10 the purwer ete). The
anuulrg twenty~four houru oaw uUu pra;cctlng sn image of
Horth Islsnd students (why wren't they working,the yozels?)
in the ferry,texi,lit Cook bus, Quecnstown kombi until led
loose in the lQWEr Rees, wWhen we promptly turned into
jolly gzood young fnlku,prlde of New Zild's zdventurous
spirit in the mountsing. Anywey, the first day was fine
and about 98% humidity,so visiting ths. 01d Invineible
mine half en hour shove the Rees on the trus left bank
mads temperstures rises Signor Edmund's tenmporeture rose
far more qulckly when he discovered a thoughtfully
provided brick amongst his &lloted £724 ration. Slow
chugging snd cussing (ratio, »f chugs to cusses about I:2
up to 25-mile hut, built cldes to a mugnifique slit gorge,
thru! which the Eﬂ*mllﬁ Cro6Z pounds,neatursally en>ugh.

The next duy wee judged unfit to do any dey trip 10
Koed Basin, so#.a duy trip 1o & mighty mauntain oenind the hut
wi:s subgtituted. Three hours hard elimbing snd baiting
zeas - with linty papers brought us to the swamit of our
chosen pexg. L£11 the wuy up this thing 1 hed been wonldering
why such & mognificent greit luap was 'nat nemed on the
map.Bnlightenment was immsedizte on conguering it - behind
this miserable wart of & 6000 footer lay the 8000 footers
which were named on ths map. Undaunted,our merrie bend
withirew strategicelly to the hut,the Ware fun-1loving
mes engaging in the happy sport sf cnundering huge
disc-shaped rockes et & peir of vewildercd g381S which
were stuanding sbout half o mile 3own o steep gully.

(43 the vun wot behind Durnslew on the first evening at
25-mile hut Gerald erupted for the second time. FaaM1ng at
the mouth he appeared at the dosr 3f the hul with a 231b
milk tin full of good. 0ld Karori gravel. Foor lad,he had
laboured “under this mighty 1ad from the bottom af the
Rees, &ls2 1db3ur1ng under the Ay misapprehension that
it was RICE. kiost unfsrtunais)

The food lapsed into dehy, the rain ceme 4own, the
Rees ceme up and we fermented the nogt day in our plts.

~ 4a.nm. Giddup Giddup. We're going to vart hut today.
Away &t 7a.m. in light rein. Over the Kees and pound
away up the trus right bonk znd into the bush and climb




and the sun comes Oout &nd we halt outside Upper Hees hut,
whlch cauld oe mistaken foF E“E&l?uﬂlﬁ%ﬂ shoe hox,but 1t has
g dirt £l 3T an- afvor a.bre “Hﬂﬂ Some” ﬂi”ﬂl“b dﬂu g gawp &t
th mﬂUﬂmmln“: iy Anto the meer Reoed By n>yw,gentle
regdmr_tne tﬂrrﬁ1ﬂ 1g becoiming ol e rug;ed £ 018 tne lenguase
51 oo aqore uﬂiltn Hﬂver 11 fait beku aw we strall trru'
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{1ihg (. preeipice which
siiczick lec us intos {This moen vihos propagited by the a1 5re-
ﬂantlaﬂnu Bid uﬂ;e why ‘dhhald reaelly bo .eolled -leileT
pnrnprlﬂtln e;TJﬁ DH¢_N;ut & Jerscy vhlch,jﬁar anrlhe
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SUTL S ﬁlﬂﬁmfiut-Jrlﬁ l?&ﬂ tnrd‘ Lhe L2ras aith Fllu gog 21
uurraunulﬂ“Jluy nolte, OES ta o rwther xw1£t 155kin 5,'
heffalump-<coiloured purt, pq.t Yoem ingudd sririts. Deglenlng
was tho ciund of “Lm,- samers shutleroe ii‘_a. night "Jh‘i‘:_, ._;.ymit
in fents &t tio vory 2otidm oF the flal, Ls. .aralcss .
Apprroches & fricundly nuntar, 'flth-whaﬂ we humkatrjllmﬂ
i2vmr the flat, welked 1nuu:{kmf3 with = riewly tiitluare.
Yodels 2T tblnﬂu LEDT 11, . R |
. In the morning all ‘as HFE 7T & trip tn:Q'Lesry's Paus
venished with the sunshine ot about eight o'cldcd. &
selated faxt start waes the '?rﬂﬂr »f the fey £v the firet
bhavér Arave us int o the nesrby foroute. .

P htter & hdrd glog of nearly nali-en. ‘hour down the
four lane tr&éi a-bivvy-rock wey esplied . duat of "the trac
and’ after,. e brew, it wua-uecjuc& {dﬂﬂﬁm tlcallg
2CCO rditg tu UmGJ | | o

g - 7 that, here we would st'g hrﬁfu E it
wﬁul& sdrely.r An with rrept hesviness that uhj-;iﬂd S0 WS
did. " fnd- so it did - wll . toet morning, w1l @Iternson,
uheﬁ'thr hare wies boilsd iﬁr'fﬂJut 5% nours, {then eizbenl
shd &ll right. Curd pla ying, chirping &t the foerleus
ublqultﬂau.nupn robins and - - ¢ JSerTering with the

fire (which was s1susted j*“t‘*nubiue the snélter ¢ sfforded
bJ the raok) chMEEA o -breck the monotory of the ‘continuois
rain «and mrolsﬂﬂﬂd ligy ol pmovenent . WOTTINg hrougal on €L slil;
of tﬂu Pludt and £ cosunl ueparturc Larutqe lower wirt.
it 2 1light ta moderate, voriable pwqe wo pessed thru'
some reslly de autifal fiasts whicn soerved s dn alr-boss
for seversl million ugﬂdill?b(n;nnﬂ4 VO&e, verily 2id they
darken the skies ). u:uuvltlﬁﬁ ?GTG Gacrldﬁﬂ-nu NGavye

"he dark intsrior of 'Hut whs duly inspceted,
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orné to have lunch in.
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for & late lunch. (Plans for lunch =t arete Bench bivvy
were a2b-ndoned wnen we fziled to find.the bivvy. Newcomers
to ithe district wouldn' t find it cither-)

The last hurdle was no trouble, the Ohzu waes not at sll
flocded, and we reached civilization just befor derz. The
more energetic and/or selfish ones were rowardied with e
froe 1ifn to Otairi from Fond's farmhouse ( one inch
clearance om the pipe »sridgel). Public transport home
s slow =ndsure, aigitel tronsport fost bat SCarce,

(when it'g dark they don 4 JJxH,JUdr saturated).
Party - Porm (le wreson(icaderd, Ross Gooder, Herry Perarce,
rRoger Lavers, Ligel RBggers, Chris Peterson, vavid Porter,

u'ﬂ. ™

Nicz hitten - T.X.TT,

“'l']

YPPER TAUHERS .40 slarch ‘”?

Three of us left Keito.d shelter HZut =t gcbout I0 z.m. on
& perfecily fine,hot saturday morning.We resched Dobsons hut
just in time to &void the comsequences of dehydration,then
set off up ihe sorenent. sStrenge thing about the wether wes
that there wasn’t a bireath of wiﬂﬂahaw.lnvely thet would have
been any other day. e caught uwp with one of sur two s3lo
certists ear the Block 16 turnsff &nd only & sustained effort.
Of power ‘bludging.got him to share some of the dring he had
pinched from ﬂanuﬁnﬁn e £0t. to alpha to Iind. the hut lozded
with callers, C.9.C.'s &nd ass2rtel pessentry.

-Tt would hﬂ?ﬂ boern ratner nice to stroll uwp to the top of
Alpha.in the moonlizht thet evenlng.it wes even nicer staying
vhere we weroe.The cinversation f2r the evening wos-mainly
about a zentlemar, who, aniong 2ther things, Red been seen
walking about Gueenstswn wesring o .tottersd bush singlet end
carrying £ bunch of flowers.

'~ Something heppened o the marvellous wesether JSvernight,
nrid thse slieeping space above tho $391r is rother well ventil—
ated.7e returned t: Hsllds Gate to 2rop o2ff the side &t

the bottom 2f the sadlse.7e recched & woe croek which winds
1ts way dowl 1o the Tauhkererikaun,alwnys looking &s 1f there
is & waterfall rzund the nert bend. "hen we hit the nain
river we maede £ raprid inspectizsn 2 >ur pack's scewothiness,
and set of Jownstretnm.The valley soon closed in until we were
forced to f£losty dowm one strateh 2T dsop grecon water.It wes
¢old.ATter thet one weit peteh the river brosdens outbt snd is
easily navigablna. Three hours later tns end COMEs VEry
biddenly,Juat a8 thoe gorge heglins t0 get interosting agein.
'e were probubly:ons 3f the isst parties to walk under thet
hrld;e without hovins . 2 duck |

10 nesd 10 Jeucribe the reet of the trip.. ~N.KW.

Party:— Nick Thitten (lesier), Julicrn Bdmunis,
G-erle_ii Eumlm..;q_, _|_~]j_ ol LJE#—E‘I'-J, "E‘U_f_#ﬂ Kicalas



BASTER OROHGOROFEO TRIF, 1967.

We arrived at Baines to be welcomed by those withprivate
transport who looked surprised to learn that we had not found
the large billy they had cleverly hidden for us under Dave
Plant's car.

Tom for at least the last week had bren boosting his
trip up by saying that he was sure to have fine weather and
that nobody, stressing NOBODY ever went to the Orongorongos
for Kaster. Haybe he nmeant nobody illustrious, but he was
proven quite wrong about wmuch of the weather and all ordinary
tramping nobodics. iobody, illustriocus or otherwise got
much sleep that night because the hut was constantly being
invaded by hordes of nobodies with hig boots, packs, guns and
blgs mouths. A somebody arrived (lr. President or better
known to notice board watchers as John de J!) rather late with
2 tale of nearly stepping on a body sleeping on the Whakanui
track. This body was identifisd.next morning as George Caddie
who promntly sat down in froant of the fire to dry out his
sleeping bhag.

Cathie and I not realizing we would be just as wet by
10 o'clock without going to any trouble, decided to. take a dip
in the pool just below the hut. After recovering from that
and breakfasting we all set off with our tent which we had
retrieved from one of the late-arrival parties.’

We were now minus orne member as we took to the stream
for the North Saddle. After at least one wrong turn and some
moans on my part as I struggled up the last nearly vertical bit
we reached the saddle in sleeting rain (slight exaggeration)
and a howling wind (no exaggeration). What a sight greeted
my weary eyes as 1 emerged from the leatherwood to peer over
the knife edge '~ a vertical drop of dirty grey oozy mud, then
wet sliny stunted bush and rain sweeving over more hills.
Somehow 1 had been lured on this trip by visions of fine
weather and lots of salubing which I had then transformed into
sonething Utopian - gentle green slopes rolling down %o a
shimmering blue sea and 2 snpall stream borderedby tall elegant
trees, WELL ...... we got around the edge of the mud slip
nainly on the seats of our shorts and managed to get through
the leatherwood and nettles (I'm not sure now which I prefer
nettle plants or leatherwood) to a tiny confluence where we
stopped for lunch. My wmerory of lunch is of a nunber of
tramping ostriches, bottoms up, parkas over their heads which
arc buried in their packs as they butter their bread under
cover, Yes; it was still pouring.

Fortified by hot cross buns we went on. The going
was easler after awhile though the strean rapldly  swelled up
with yellowegrey water. wnile trying to get under a fallen
tree and make a rude retort at the same time I had ny second
SWin, Moral - don't be cheeky. I wmust say I prefer clean



bath water i1f it cent be hot. We reached the coast and
set off for *tre Mukamaku iti around the gravel road.

We stopped just ghort of our destianamtion when we Tound an
uncccupied lean~to which was waterprocf and therefore much

guperior to a tent fly. The two larger tents were skiliully
pitched and everyhody got into dry clothes and set about
setiling in. The rzin was now intermittent and prospectTs

appeared much sore cheefful. Affter = large stew and I think

some Instant pudding which 471 not resemble in the slightest
the pictures on the packets; w2 went to bed,

. The next day was fine and aluost Utoplan. Gear was
zpread out to dry. Some menbers of the party left to walk
home arcund the coast, others scaupered on the beach, played
V.ing of the Castle on Tthe rocks and explored, Sunshime 1s &

great restorative of good numour.

Gecrge, Tom, John and mvselt wandered up the hukanuka
1ti in the afterunocn to the waterfzlls. The hills seem to
move in on the stream as 1f they want to strangle it yet 13T
-wins, and comes leaplag and twidbling out of the gan, Tom
urider the 1llusion that I was not coming went for a swilm.

It may he just as well I move rather slowlyl On our return
Cathie and I got arother stew under way. de came in for a

few scornful connments because vwe washed and even scraped most

of the vegetables. There were no complaints about the finished
product unless one interpretes susckinzg of the lips and licking
of plates as unfaveurable rcactions - I don't. (That was a
self-zduinistered pat on the back!)

- The moon that night was enormous - the gort of moon
that dogs in Westerns sit and howl =t. By its light a frog
nunt was mounted in the nearby bog by two menbers of the party.
No frogs wer. foundl The next morning was fine and very clear
We ate up all our food excaept hread (hacon rashers, chipolatces
and even tomatoes appcared from thelr hiding places) packed up
and rnoved back to the Fukaliuka Valley. The weather was 80
cood and the situation so entrancing that the member of our
party with long holidays vowed To return the next day for a

further stay. The Muks Toka Valley in hot sunshine is thirsty
Wwork causing maany stops where bowls and mugs were produced -
some just laprped, On the last giretch we renewed our

acquaintance with stinging nettle and emesrged from the bush
onto a small grassy patch on the South Saddle of Lit, Matthews.
Here photographs were taken back to the sea and over to the
Orongorongo hiver - it was a wvery impressive spot, Lunch was
eaten and a subtle torture devised,  Thirsty people cannot
bear to watch (or listen to) people eating tinned fruit,

some very hard bhargsing were driven for the use of can oveners.
We set off down the track to Baines and thence in ones and twos
nome .



TRIP LIBT

Tom Clarkson (Leader) John de dJoux

Feorge Caddie “ajne Topping

Jim Cousins tiike Yaylor

Clive Bolx Dave Plant

Graham Durncan Fhil Burgess

Gathie Eggers Hargaret Cromie (Scribe)
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1 0F BXPERIMEUT: To see 1f i1 is pogsible to make a Ruahine
crossing in uay.
B1HOD: Take five mad tranmpers snd deposit them in Hoorcock Base
Lut one [aturday night and sce 1 they can get to Mangaweka,
by ey =
offering such lncentlves as Forest Lervice huts, transport

fron i“lqlﬂgr:ﬂ’fﬂ tca, ETCay
OESERVATIOLS
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STVDHY Our human guinco pigs made thelr way to Howlets

nat on the maln range via Centre Tuki Hut and some nice Forest

Service u*?cku'w%ich were- ol better quality than several Tararus
tracks, It was 2 trifle windy on the top.

_jﬂjﬂ__ Two inches of cnow heving fallen over night

end the vrecze still blowing, they stayed in their pits 2ll day,
amusing themselves with gsuch bwnec 2.5 butt cahips, ﬂDHhhtu and
crosses (UKW style) and maklur Trips GUfﬂlﬂF to enjoy the
scenery.

=

TUESDAY ;- By now twelve inches of snow had fallen, so
our herne" ﬁdﬂldFu t0 go north to another nut near the tops in
casz pood veather oight arrive. S0 they desecnded to Centre
Tukil “ut and then down the aupwr—cnolad Tulzituki River (lovely)
It wos hmrc that the party's Tive nagigstors found that they
were not very good (they blamed the mop of course). A stray
Tarmer appeared, however, and corrected their error and they
¥ucenu£d 4 ridge to Einerus Hut - getting their feet anicely
rozZeén. -

ABDERSDAY : Afine clear day dawned, but the snow had
stayed so the five mugs decided to wander up onto the tops
without vackes to exnjoy tne scenery of ;%ukth Bay - beautiful,
Untortunasely, they never nade it for they were struck with an
attack of laziness a mere 800 It. from the top - they said it
wase because the snow was getting too deep (2round the knses)
Thevy descended to 1"15-'—‘-'r*u“ Hut for lunch and then on down to

South's Creek Hut (imogine - trauping from the Northern Ruahines
to the Southern Tararuss in one hourll) The trip to Mangaweka
had now hacn cullied off - after all there were z2till several
forest servicoe hutg at o lowoer lovel.

T it

, "fw{thli Cur five pikcers had gn easy trip down to
walnawa base hot, wheres they vmufmhd f%an the anow for the first
Time, =2nd warmed their feet - LUVERLY !!




FRIDAY: Phil Burgess's father- picked them up from the Wakara

school where tThey had bvecome friends with the school's goats

(birds of a feather floeck togather??) They were deposited at

intervals on the main highway to Wellington to bludge their way

back to Wellington. .

Results: They piked. Conclusions: Hay is not a very good tine

to do a Ruahine Crossing. L -

Five Pikers: Nigel Bggers (head piker) Wick Whitten, Phil Burgess
- C hris Studt, Gerald Fdwards (Scribe)

. QUEEBKN 'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND 1967 -~ TOTARA FLATS
Inspied by .ohn de Joux's. leadership, Mike Clear, Stephanie
Praser, Dierdre Lewis and Nell Maddocks thought themselves it
enougn to atteumpt a trip from Bannister yo Kaitoke.. 3Bravely
ignoring forecast wind, rain and snow, we set out on the Friday
night railear to Masterton, where we quashed the taxidriver's ~
doubts about intellectual condition by triumphantly coupleting
the Post. crossword. ) |

.., Despite an unhurried start on Saturday morning, the
pace had- slowed to a standstill within an hour - ostensibly to
adnire snow@covered peake, anong which Mt. Holdsworth stood.
tenptingly clear. However, "mediun, fitness" wouldn't get us ‘
there, so regretfully, we pressed on the Totara Flats. This was
crossed by a 'flying fox' of (initially) fearsone appearance;
sufficient anyway, for two shooters to clect to ford the river.
For the remainder of the afternoon sdvice was given on stew,
while the evening was filled by Rill, Keith and Ron of VUWTC
raving on views from Mt. Holdsworth ~ received in silence.

- On Sunday, naturally, we lay in, but.as no new excuses
for staying there were put forward, we emerged about 10-45 a.m
into light, cold rain. Views today were nainly the nud-caked
h@elsjﬂf the person ahead - or, when climbing Cone Saddle, sone
tines merely their footpriunts. TLunch about 3 p.a at Cone Hut,
and oh, the_aiony of leaving the fire to the 20-0dd assorted
occupants. 15 hours later at A4-D, we also found Space liuited,
42 cothers havihg arrived before us. However, their appearance
improved as we dried out, and had some stew zwhich had obviously
not seen Stephanie's wooden spoon). Bventually we found we had
scared any coupetitors away from a bunk and -sizeable piéce of
floor, so spent a more satisfactory night than we had first -
expected. | S . a

T . —E PR R el

We sloshed out to Kaitoke on iionday, in welcome sun.
In search of a view, John popped up to Dobson's, while the
remainder plugged up the Puffer. On the final stretch, the
slippery clay frack alleowed t'ike to prove spectacularly the .
accelerating effect of gravity. Yevertheless, all arrived-safe,
though not necessarily sound, by 2.45 p.m and 5 bruised,
scratched, and muddy individusls, together with mementoes of
animal, vegetable and mineral nature, were returned to the
concrete jungle by kr. Fraser.
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