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SOCIAIL-LENOCRATY AND THa WAR

L agpnt v LENIN

St. Simon, Fcurier and Owen are the ancesiors of Dr. Lenart. B3Social-
democracy, having absorbed the hunanitarian but unscientilic sentiments
of these thinkers. has digested dbui little of llarx and Zngels, and,
finding much of what it has d: gested unpalatable, disgorzes 1t on
inapnropriate occasions, |

he Internetional Relats~ng Tl 15 To te conigravulaied on bringily

before us a spealkcr so cajapie anc 1ndell*"tnf as Dr. Lenurd,. o
better exsonent of the socall-democratlic vicw-point could heve been
Eound end there could certainly have becn no finer exsosition,

his article is not a renort of the neeting at which Dr. Lenart scoc;
all those interested will have atiended the mfeang, And, anyway,

some fool of & siudent presentced a reort of thc reeting to thne mut-
‘ropolitan dailies, the impartiality of which was brcathioiing.

We hope that Dr. Lenart will not be deterrced by the stupld action
of this student {from coaing to address us again, We hnow thati tnc
prescnt critique will only maXe him more cagCr To cone apaln To thc
attack. And Dr. Lenart would be the Tirst to admit tnat thoe tenuous
scheme of social-~dcmocracy as & saviolr ~7 Lwileind nas ccrtain very
grave defects. Ac*"ally *h i%wstlon of social-dcniocracy is the mezad
vital political probi~n ur the duay, =s social-democracy nlarys o
particularly importent part in time of war. Arery "lefiM, "1ibV*a Y
or "socialist" govcrnncnt in the world today, cicent that h“istlng
in the Soviet Union, is socisl--denocrat.c.

Vihat, thun, is the nature ol gocis —alliocracy s ¥ i~ dta rolc
in timcs of war and crisis 9 DOCE S0LL L awewmuCrs L, tolaowath i
hope for a rationally consirucorl  (Cizuyy

It is the intentior o vhic critiqne o nrove that
lcads to an utter betrayal of woraing-:lass principlos
gl
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oo thou in
times of war and crisis its nature loads It dalrecti) drnio Lol reool-
ionary camp; cnd “hut not only doclz 11 prozcat no Lo NS L S O

socicty, but iv aciually produccs a fascist rczime in LVGPy count.v
in which it grows powcrful.

St. Simon, Fouricr and Owcr. were Tilled 70 o v oL B
ation of th. working ciuss of theiy fo - a0 Do suio T Lroar
understood tine fundoncneal ¢om TS ion o Lourieoio 10 oL Lhr i
but, having no scicn’ilic cthoc oo onniindis, chog oid aLt osoe in Lh
arolctariat a cliass posseoniiy by ol o 2ioil 1nitidtivu or 'hno“tu
ance., Their schemoes for thc doTitoraaTL oo aarind roie vl il in
the cxtrcmc, consist‘ng mainl;y of Lzolosod zerial #hgufll e
without any molutlonary activity Tliciy Lo00en wors merely an
obscure rufluc ion of the instinct ’vg ACsivGT 270 Lne wolovoiap D
prolctariat Tor o« rational reconstruciion of BOCLoTYV.

Marx, Bngcls, Lonin and thoir followers 0t secliollem o0 G0 810D
tific bau“u, devcloning o ginplote ohi 1ssscubical, ccononisz, =ond
political analyris of sociciy. Peom thoge non snrong ho Conco)s

of dislcetical materislism, the matericlist conce Bion ol a asowy,

and the Tirst comwlcie statemcnt ol thc revorvitionary rolc hich wal
prolctariat had to »ley in tht soconstructiion of JoCiuly on o ToCuiLl-
ist basis. 14 ie dmmousitlc wichouvt n study o tacly Jorils 20
rcalisc fully oo "POLt C“LG“t;OR and oLasonsns DoWe & ol Lhe ol Tl
SOCiql-dCMOCPuud recosnise wooc fTuwlly chan uid Cwin thiL closs
structure o socicty, but occ vsc o ot ignoroonce or misunderstantding
of the funramental ‘oc+r‘ﬁﬁs oy Tiovxien, Doldove that o soninlist
socicty, with n rotic.elsyaston ofF 0*““?‘buc*un of ovealith, cuon be
brought vbhout by pradunl muphodﬁ O ool Licil = sueh 2o gragrga:ivc

e

liberal Tegislaiive wCosures oo 1ncrihoang a2 tlon ol toe rich.
Lhe hcbumbﬂ thoy sty, hos adtlfalls: bub caything is oo otur than
revoattion.

Dy. Lo rt proscnted this vicw very ad.
iontly her it cue to cucstlon ©ind. F
ean Toirly oo condensed Tnus:

"Hitle!' cgo~ressive rolicy can only have Aisoanroiz resnliic for

Ly . ond dofondea DU brille
s sivatonicat or vhio position
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Lenin and Lenart  (Contd.)

thc futurc of caévilisation. Chamberlain's poliecy of weak~knccd
gsubmizsion to Hitler sincc 1933 was very foolish, but =t the out-
brcak of the prescnt war that polivy was definitely reverscd.

Wc¢ should therefore support this war, which iz 2 war ogainst
fascisn. But capitalism brccds wars, canitalism brecds miscry

for the majority of mankind, Capitalism must thercforgbe avolisncd
at the conclusion of thc war,. But it must be abolishncd gradually,
and not bc cvolutionary mcthods, Sociclism must come by cveiution,
not by rcveolution. In other words, the solution is in the balloi-
box cnd socizl-dcmocracy'.

THE VOICE FRC:! THE PAST

With Dr. Lenart's vicws on the naturc of thc war 1 am not here
concerncd, Anyway, it is scditious to statc that the woar 1c an
impcrialist war.

Although social-dcmocrazcy did not pass dircctly over to canlital-
ism until 1914, social-democracy has cxisted In idcologics ond nave
becn fought by scicatific socialists, Tor over & ccntury. Liston
to Marx and Engcls socaking in the Communist +lanif'vsio (1348) of
critical-uto:ian socialism:

"In proportion os the modern clase struggle develops and taic:
definitc shaoe, this phantastic stending apart (of critical- .
utovian socialism) from the contcst, thesc -hzntastic aiiacks upon
it, lose 211 practical valuc and theorctical justiiicat on.
Yacreiorc, although the originators of these systems werc, inm ooy
rcspecets, revolutionary, their discinles haveyg in cvery CLEC,
formed morc riactionary scctsS....lhoy still drcam of exnerircentol
rcalisation of thcir social Utopigs.... and toc realisc all thesc
cistles in the air thev arc compelled to eppeal to the foclinge ohd
purscs of the bourgcois, By dogrecs thoy sink into the caiciory
of rugetionary conscrvative socizliste depicted above, dilffcriog
from these only by morc systomatic pcedaniry, and by their fonutic .l
and supcrstitious beclicl in the miraculous offcets of their
gocial scicnee,

Lisztcn to fgrin in a2 bricf essay on "Marxism and Revisicnisa"
writtecn in 19)8:

"In the domain of molitics revisionism tricd teo roviso Tho wvory
“ouncation of iarxism, namely, whe doctrinc of th clas :
Pelitical frcedom, democracy, and universal suffvyagce comove Lioc
cround for the class siruzglc, they £2¥e... ané render unt- L thao
0ld pro:osition of the Comunist Hanifcsto that tno workors nrive
N0 COUNLrY.ess. for, they szid, since the Ywill of the wojor ty”
prevails undcr <caocracy, onc must aclthnor regerd tac sinie Lo on
orsan of clasg rulc, nor rcejecct alliances with Lrogrout Ve,
soci l-rcformist bours#oisic szoinst the roactionarirs

In tho lator weic®oss of Lenin, in Strochuey's PColing Zlmirglo
for Fower', and in Paime Dutt’s UYRascism and Socicl Reovelution’,
the reactionory role of socicl-democracy during ond oitor e LLo%
wor is brillicnitly cxposcd.

The comalcte betroyal of their own drinciplas by toc onsoclition
socinl-dcmocratic portics at the boginning of the in criliisy wor
in 1914, and thoir spbscguent uaholy alliapec with th. suachons-
apics is too well '®wn ond too obvious to be describ d o hwerc,

In alaost cvery countiry-with Duropc, ithe Labour movemont, under
social-dcmocratic lecdership, suoporucd tho war frem the beginning,
just “os thce Labour movement is doing in the presciu a2 In the
words of Duti: "The split was cauascd by the dominant of fidle:l
lcadorship of the social-democratic partics abandoning their
pled~cs and obligations beforc inc Tnternational , dircetly con-
travenins the orincivnlce on wiich tholr partics werc built, ard
possing to unity witn capitalism.”



Lenin and Lenart {(Contd.)

Sincc the war, the lab~. movaconhs ondl mocicl-cemocratic
organisations have haod o r»ccora @f netrayal, compromisc, voacilloticon
and o.portunism ecven more snomeful. Let us leok brielly at o feow
spccifie inctances.

AUSTRIA AND GERITANY

In Austria in 1918, power was azlmost in the hoands of the prolit-
arict, but the forciblc institution of socialism wags prevented oy
the tactics of social-dcmocracy. Socinsl-dcmocratic partics con-
tinued in powcr, attemvting to bring asbout "the pacific vietory of
socialism" , In 1928 scvcnty ocr cont off the population of Viecnno
voted for thc social-dcmocrats, In 1930, the cleetions geve wnoe
rising Fascist organisation, the Heimwchr, & rcorescatatives wo 72
social-decmocratis. In 1933 Dollfuss oroclainicd an open dictotor-
shipe  The social-dcmocratic lecadirs ,;1cd o negotiate, to aupc,uu
they refused to lecad the workcrs czainst the rascistis, ot at tim
when tne power of wnc fascists co wuld co ;1y huve becn brolem.

When 2 popular revolution did brocok out in 1934, it broxc out
against the ordcrs of the secizl-dcmocroatic lco dnr'h¢u. Austric
boeame completely fascist, and her wosition todoy, under tho yo.c

of Gcrmany, is dircctly attpibutcble o vhe futile cclccticism of
social-Adomocracy ~nd to its ehildlike fnith in the power cor ihe
bal 1 t""‘boxo

trzchey in his "Mcnacce of Foscism® hos shown now the weak ond
vacillating policy of social-dcmoc cracy in Gcrwany, ite wolicy of
lesscr evil, itz submission o the Torces of capitallsm,; poved the
hay for the octrayal of the Veimar Constitution and the risc of
itlcr to pouver in 1833. It is guite obvious to any cbscrver, that
if thc working class had vecn led by o reveolutionory Marxist pariy,
thecre would aave been no iitler and no f'a2as-ist Germany.

Thesc 2rc no isolatced cxamples. Study tnic history of modcrn
Poland, China, Grecce, and Hungary, obscrving carelully tho rolc
of social-dcmocracy when flascist idcecs B0V, Pinland is a norriblc
cxamplc Social-democracy is o road, not ic reiorm, vut to fascism
end f'ascist ricasurcs., Look around you, nt tnc prescnt reacilonndy
m.asures of New Zcaland's socicl-democrotic government, Obscrvae
how men like Sir Oswald loslcy, Hitlor, iussolini, Pilzudsikl, Scmple
and Frascr, wore all socicl-democrats botoro tney tasted povier.

We connet ~ct on the voin hope that Yihings will be diffcreat o
Zng1land'"; we connot 2llow tho horror ol vicolent rovolution To
prcvent us fro becoming rcalists,. It con be showin theorcticnlily,
and it nags heci: proved practically countless times, “ant tho ruling
capitzlist clacs will ncver ollow soclal-domocracy o bheeocoae too

i

strong. 4 a ecrtain stage of the nropressive colDalst CLnures,
238 ston Qs thc sceurity of the eysienm 13550l is core.icned, Tho
rulin: cias will usc foxce to sundag workin: class organisntlions.

"One of iho trﬂgic lcssons of 4o cvants in Gormany woo thnit Lo
encmics of Amaseracy werc willing to vncd blosd 1o dcsLroy LnCeriy,
and did not i;“inh Trom murder, arson, w«nG lawlcss ~ciion; osuvb
soci&l—dLMOC" v was ponceful, law-abidips, el oshrani cCrean U St
cidal atrile.™

Tnet ic 4w fundomental naturce o socilal-doriocricy. It ie 1o
hunandtoricon llasicon,. ot only "Ancs cvoluiion 1o & now :ﬁag, ox
socicty by democrsatic meons confizet with thoe drco.c laveg of 13tcry,
but it has been dcnions@eoicd Tully, by the traric ovarnts o7
tc bc an lmpossidblc droam.

Let us he rualisis. Lot us noat chropg from the ‘nevitonle

strugglc.
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Thursday, March 21st. =

-

"Going to Tournament?” has been the popu
weeks now. One last flurry of photographs, ticke
M. OoF., M.0.D. or S.R., rejuvenated Hokas - and 2m now on the
Rangatira fratcrnising with our northern opponents. An uneventfiul
voyage on a blacked out shipe. You have no idesa how inconvenient 1t
cen bg stumbling slong.a murky deck, flopping unecwarcs into the 1o
of lovers, or peering in an uncertain foshion o2t recumbent forms.
To some the bar closed at 11 P.M., to others it had never been 0Oper.
At times one could see such personalities as John Carrad, Romber
Aimers, "Corks" and even the Officicl Chaperone. Then =gain the
blackout.
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Friday, March z22nd.

The boat arrived at Lyttelton (if this is permisscble to
censoricl authorities) And was carried away by the

Christchurch. A gentlemon called Steeds together with 2 pretty
band of fairies carrying, of cll things, o magnetic mine, grceeted
us profusely. Investigated the mine and discovered to my relict
that it contained 2 small coask to which the rfairies frecuently
tripped. Off we were whisked by billeters, to apnear agaln ot 2. 30
P.M, to digest words of welcomec, znd "sit" a photographs The rest

+3 ~ e - - PG S - - b 3 s - 4 o~ b L QP R T —~
of the day was spent guite vulgerly in getting the "gutse orf the
show",

Soturdny, 23rd.

Cleaned teeth 2bout 8,30 and lcft in a hurry to cotcech bus
and sce the rowing. A most pleasant triop over tussock covercd
Cashmere Hills passed signs of Toakaka and Kiwi to Gove rnor'“ ﬁ:y.
Sea calm marrced only by tidel waves, A »rompi stoaet sow V. U.Co awny
hnkas echocd in the hills. Then C.U,C. drew ancad followed by . U.
and these positions rcmained unchonged to the end of the racc. Honw
via Lyttceclton and Sumner. To rush up to the boxing and lcarn that

V.U.C., had five finelists. And in thc uvr;;-ninb won five finalse And

wns Treincr Coveney buckcd! College Hall, an sncicnt Geothic cdifice,
lofty and airy, was the stamping grouna for rendczvouc,
Sunday, March 2Lth,

Was particularly noteble for the trip to bﬂnu :rbury
Agricultural College., This vencroble institution, 1870 and 2lil
that, grected us with drought horscs ond arays, in which thc
majority werc conveyed in statc. A short address of welcome an

then to the piggeries. There wis one brovn sow there - DdDutl
another story. Met Official thpcqone. Apparently night be
had misteken livinghk.guarters and awoke to 7ind two elderly
gazing at him with great suspicion. But on expluonation they
ectuclly aopologised for awakening nim. At Lincoln - some bo
some swam, some played cricket, scme inspected turnips, 2Ll

afternoon teao.

londay, March 25th.

i

~

Strict instructions had been issued ahrer Corkhill for
nll Victorions with voices to present themselves at the Bosketball
Courts at 9 A, M. V.U.C. was olaying A.U.C., OSundry vodies runbled up
at the appointed time and gave voice. and was it .
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A TOURNAMENT DIARY {(Contd.)

And was Coach Riske agitated. Jotting notes in a black book. And
did those girls play. I'll say they did. And when the finalc came
our congrats went not only to A.U,C. for winning but to V.U.C, for
their lendid fight. Then sundry gentlemen adjourned piccemeal to
the nearest hostelry to revive flaegging spirits., The hedt was
becoming terrific,

After lunch bicycled cautiously to Athletics znd
witnessed amongst other things an all V.U.C. tandem race, and the
destruction by fire of the Magnetic Mine minus the contents.

The swimming in the evening was poarticularly noteworthy
for acrobatic feats of the Official Chaperone, who succeeded in
traversing the baths per medium of the struts in the roof. And
then to another rendezvous.

Tuesday, March 26th.

Remember three things. Mens doubles final, Drinking
Horn, and Ball. Horn was won by half a2 handle by C.U.C. from V.U.C.
In a return challenge V.U.C, defeated the winners and illustrated
their staying power. Of the ball I will say this - a new regulation
prohibits the leaving of a dance hall once entered, Then there
were the Australian Athletes who gave their corroboree of Philpott,
the flying fox, eta, It was emcored mnd then they gave owr N. 2.
haka, There was tremendous applause. Am looking forward to an
annual tournament between the Aussies and Pig Islanders. As
ambasgadors Leo Philpott and team were great and we hope to see thenm
again.

From Ball to Rowing Club shcds. Picture of host Stceds
cracking Jjokes, a cold concrete floor, 2 brazier, ducks and the
Avon., Many was the¢ duck that eluded a vicious oar, No kills
reported,

Wednesday, larch 27.

Spent day rccovering from Ball, and then at 7.10 soid
farewcll to Christchurch, Clty of Parks.
Across the wa tuP went & feorewell "Goodbye Johnny Stocds,
And thanks for a most enjoyable tournament!
Hock.

With the passing of K.J.Savnge the Un'Vfl%;ty? _
with the people of N.Z., has been bereft of & sincere friend.
A year ago "Salient' had the pleasure o_ ni
pnersonal message to the students fromm the laf

S I =
f1Lster,; a

late ae Nir
message in which were crystallised the principle and personal
qualities of this modest “iumanitarian., In o few words lMr.S3avage
expressed his attitude towards higher EduCuulOH, believing as he did
that education and enlightenment were to be v*u basis of the syste
of society, towards which ‘he so earnestly aspired - "I cannot imagin
any greater quality in man or woman than that of a broad mind always
open to new ideas'", Under his leadership the Labour Govi., has siven
every consideration to the creation of such a state of mind, ir &

assistance of students of both the University and the Training
Colleges.

He was truly a man of unchallengesable motives, so like a1l
Social Democrats in his generous underestimation of the power and
resourcefulness of the forces arrayed against him, and Christ-like
in his belief in the innate goodness of his fellow beings. Arnd
although there may be room to doubt whether New Zealand willgswin the
long run, be the better off for his term of office, all with any
Judgement of human gualities will agree, that the world is in nced
of more statesmen with hearts as big as his.
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DITORIAL

Tt is no new ~=o-oiciili. Too Visiucaw weievianliuy
College to be called, by the ocutside press, names implying t
its members are of a particularly ruddy hue. The very conven ence
of dismissing arguments as "half baked opinions from Hoscow" is
excellent in that it appeals to carefully cultivated opinions in
an emotional way that denies or clouds any fectual evidenze thel
may be present. Such methods admit a paucity of contra argunent
and a reliance on emotive values that ies compareble with the
dictates of Nazi propaganda. "Red rot" has ever Teen the nowl of
those, who bankrupt in opposition, have opposed all attcmpts to
improve by true propaganda ( there is a distinction) the lot of
the working class.

It is unfortunate that in New Zealand a government
-which has achieved international fame for its social legisiation
should be compromising with the reactionaries to such an extent
that its own work is likely to be threatened. And 1% is
significant that all discontent with this state of affairs. 13 ve-
ing termed "red", "orders from Moscow', "communist", etc. The
contradictions manifest in the Labour Party are not ¢solated, Look
at Blum's Socialist Party, the pre Hitler Social Democrats of
Germany and Austria, and now the Labour Party in Great Britain,
and one finds similarities of action and result that are
illuminating. 8Such internal contrad*ctions are capital for the
capitalist press, Csnitelist in tha® *hohveh o mpesfansional fog
of democracy they o»npose all attempts to grant concessions tc ¢
workers and advocate status quo plus increased restricticns, .o oo
a monotcrous regularity. A status quo and restirictions howeve.s,
that beccme the metreat of all sccial democratic parties whe arve
lost their revolutionary militancy , and becomc nere puppets moved
at the ciicking of the fingers of their capitelist masters,
Compromice is admissible only when the resulc o sSuch compromise
w1lll be beneficial to the working class. To comprumise to the
extent of prohibiting criticiem within the workiug closs organis-
ation is fatal. Yet this is the case today.

The active sections of New Zcaland studenis are not
alone in their opposition to war, and Salient hcpes to vupolish
shortly a News Bulletin issued Dby the World Student Assccilaticn
illustrating the forms that such oppositior is taking in other
countries. Demands for a statement of war aime, lesgitimate in
that the resent Conservative Party of Britain which is carryiag
‘on a war igainst fascism has in the past given the latter every
assistance (China, Abyssinia, Spain, Albanies, GCzechoslovekia),
Doubts about ministerial statements -~ that we are Zighting fer
freedom and democracy. Is i@ the {reedom and democracy to exploiz
and democ racy for the few? Defnocracy is a relative teim. One might
say.that olitically and esonomically democracy in Grewt 3riiaia 05
democracy for the Conscrvative Parz tys as demecceracy in Cornony s
for the fullowers of the Wazi Farity. Capitalist deumccrocy is s
little mo:'e srbtie, 1owever, and concedes such outlets as recdem
of speech, a fre: priss, and so on, though these do diminish in
critical pericds,-when-active-pelitical GHi—6C0ROMIC-ODPOSIII0N 12
ruthlessly suppressec.

Students .ust therefore e vigilant to preserve sach
academic liberties as they possess, and cppreciate that those ooume
antagonisms present u cutsidc socisty are present eleo in tuc
university. Plousl1 0 nope that tlie University can ronain an
institution apart i. Jtopian - possibly we have a greater part
to play than the rest of the community, for within our grasp 1o
the knowledge to alter and direct the struggle now ond in later
years, into avenuacs ?here it will be oF maximurm Teaefit to 2
majority ~nd not to shat of a fewa
| H.L B,



FINLAND 1IN ROTROSPECT

S0 the grecat trazic farcc hzas cnded,

Herr Adolf Manncrheim, Sir Montaguc Ryti, Mr. Romsay MacTanncr, and
Hermann Wallcnius, aftcr o gallont fight for democracy, have souvght
pcacc terms from the Russicn aggecssors,.

Wc hove rcad of straonge thingd,.

The Finn who shot forty Russians from o trcee before brookiost.

The Russian soldier with dirty hands and no boots., $he invisiblc
ski patrols, which madc the Red Army men turn grey with fear, Tho
Books on How to 8ki.

As “s wecll know, it never snows in Xussia, The officiz2l marching
sons of the Red Army is stated to run thus:

mAttempts arce made by foole 1i'ca me

But only Finns coin usc a ski.*™

A ncw spcecics of ciereseonce nasg ournruded itsclf., The Cowmanazi,

The Communazi cousced all the trouble in Finland, The 30,000
pcoplc slaughtercd by Herr iannerncim in the war (scc the rodieal
Encyclopedia Britannica ) -must have becn Communazis. — Or porhops
we should »rint it with 2 sin2ll “C" - communazics, *he neonlc who
rsisted the White Guard armics, the Imperisl Germon ~rmice, nnd the
armics of the arch-intcrventionist; the pceple who Lfougit tho
Finnish Lappo movencnt and prevented Wallcenius's ottempt 0 0
fascist coup reaching fruition; thc pcoplc who have rovght Loy

o dececent living woge and clementary socicl-democratic rights for
thc Finnish workcrs - all thesc must be communazis. Or ratitr.r,
must have been, becouse most of them arce dead or in joil. now, Bo-
causc therc arc no class distinctions in Finland,; thcre “re no 1.sol
problcms. Isn't Finland @ social-dcmecratic countiry, like Now
Zcaland?  Long live the Sccond Inwcrnotionalld

Murnicnsk, 1919, Genoa, 19223 Locorno, 1925, thc Zinovieff lceticr,
19243 thc Arcos raid, 19243 the letro-Vick trial, 1933; Hr. Strong.
1939.

‘*hc Sovict Union has no illusions.

Shall it be Baku, 1946 9
Rollo,.
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HUMOUROUS VERSE
FUNNY JOKES

POISONALITIES
SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDITOR NOW!




PETER P AN,

An apology to freshers.

Dear "Salient",
I feel that some apology is needed for the "Advice to

freshers" tendered by R.L.M. in your last issue, and that this
outburst should not be allowed to pass unchallenged as representat-
ive of the attitude of the mature students towards freshers,

With the materisl of R.L.M's article I do not guarrel -
every man has a right to formulate and express his opinion; but
with the manner of its presentation the position is different.

It is a great pity that a man, once -~ presumably - a
fresher himself, holding the beliefs and assumptions with which he
charges freshers, should have arrived towards the end of his
university career at such a state of acedemic patronisation and
smug self-satisfaction.

We are glad to learn that he has triumphed over the
bourgeois influences of his youth, found the magic co~ordinating
principle of Marxiem; we wish we had witnessed the blinding
revelation moment in which he discovered sunsets, passion, God and
Keats and Mr.Trevor Lane.

But we are sorry to recognise that xR.L.M, has not also
learned the lesson of tolerance. His contemptuous dissection of thLe
fresher mind was hardly in the best possible taste, and furthermouig
could only be detrimental to the first impressions of V.U.C.
gained by many freshers. It is to be hoped that in future he will
cease making "Salient" his Hyde Park, and relcase his reprcssions
somewhere else; remember that he, too, was once {resher, and that
he has attained his present philosopny without the wunnecessguey ond
unwanted interference of another.

Certainly, freshers, think. stocktake. be awake to
privileges and the responsibility which 1s yours to exercise
widely and fully, for your own benefit ond that of society. Bu
for heaven's sake strive also to acquire a little of the old-
fashioned virtues - #Hlerancc, understanding, humility.

{rani.

REPLY.

Tolerance, understanding, humility. Good, Christiun, ¢lde
fashionud virtues all of thems All designed, consciously or
unconsciously, to secure the humble acquicescence of the people in
their exploitation by the ruling classcs.

If to fight against ignorance, academic cclccticlam, and
dangerously false ®pinion is patronising or intolerant, then I am
patronising and intolerant.

I should like to voint out to "frank" that it is
precisely through the "interference of another'" - or, ragaer,
others, - that most of the older students have reached tneir
present intellectual positions. They are not ungrateful.

.E{. Lo I'I"I.



NO MAN'S LAND, (Contd.)

Dear "Salient",
Peace on Earth.

The announcement in '"Salient" of the proposed V.U.C.
"Peace Society" to promote peace is in harmony with President
Roosevelt's seeking of a moral basis for "a real, lasting, sound,
moral, intelligent and rignuvcoms peace'" common to all mankind, But
when there are already three other todies in existence that can as
adequately deal with such problem as the "Peacc Socicty", any
further division among students is based upon unsound principle.
If members of the "Peace Sociocty" are anxious for pcnce, they have
ample scope to show the way to peace by unifying and amclgameting
some of their own College institutions, such as the Free Diccussions
Club, the Debating Society, and the International Relations Club on
the one hand, and again, on the other hand, the Evangelical Union
and the Student Christian Movement. If they cannot achieve this
domestic task successfully, they cen hardly ve expected to do much
good in the wider national and international flelaw of peace. But
if they can do this, there is some hope that they liave discovered
sometihiing of that co-ordinating "principle®™ that th: whole world
is looking for os a moral basis for peace. I suggest that tlere is
only one wav of efrecting.this ond that is by a careful analysic nf
first principles according tc the soundest reason and the truth, wa?
the net result will be that only by complete cdhercnce to Jesus
Christ and His Word as the truth is a morscl basis possible., Eitaer
this principle is true, or it is not, which mez.- its complete
acceptance, if it is true, or its complete rejection, if il be
untrue; end words must be likewisc converted into cction. To wrue
wisdom is established. |

Yours faithfuily.

Tc F- S 1111_&: ﬁJOn.

Dear ''Salient",

Early as the scssion is, it has become clear that one of
the burning questions will bc pecifism. As there are many of us who
are opposcd to killing on Christion and other principles and yet are
active supporters of democracy, there is some doubt as to the
decision. To those I would point out that as war was declared by a
government elected by the majority of the people, and in accordance
with the wish of the majority, we, as democrats, should support
their effort. The support should be more active because of the
reasons for the declaration of war. There are many ways in which
those who feel they cannot take an active part in the conflict can
helpe. |

I have pointed out these facts because, in my opinion,
many who call themselves pacifists seem to advocate anything f'rom
obstruction and defeafism to absolute treason. They preach not
peace on earth, but, "Emgland is committing an act of aggression
against Germany" and "New Zealand should not support Britain'.

Such people are neither democrats nor pacifists and as such shoulc
not have the support of those who still cling to their ideals, &an.
I think there are many of the latter at V.U.C.
Yours sincerely,
Ewen Cardale.

"Morals &e like a pair of trousers - they are a covel
for both lewdness and crudeness, but may be couveniently droppe‘i in
the service of either".

Dean Swift.



NO MAN'S LAND, (Contd.)

Dear "Salient", :
The article "For Frechers Only" in this year's firnt

issue of "Salient" succeeds in its purpose, if that purpose .s, &S
I assume, the commendable one of provoking thought. ®lay I also
agsume that the thought provoked in one “Average fresher" ic of
sufficient interest to justify you in publishing this lette.?

The writer of the above article enumerates seven "main
fallacies" in terms of which the average fresher reasons., Sone of
the seven have been so long since and so thoroughly explod:d that
I think the freshest fresher wo..ld hardly harbour them nov. Who
of this generation or of the one preceding it "acquiesces wholly
in the status quo"? It is on every lip that the status guo is
rotten. Who now believes that poverty is natural and inevitable?
Labour went into power in the 1935 elections because the majority
of voters knew trat poverty is neither natural nor inevicable. Win
but a puny defeatist believes tiat war is inevitable? Certainly
not the thousands who are leaving as in the brave hope £nd
expectation of putting an end to war.

The writer's selection of a fresher's fallaecics pays no
compliment to the fresher's knowledge of current thougii. However
his purpose is to edify the fresher and not to compiimeat him, S0
let it pass, snd now to fallacy No.7

Belicf in the existence of the soul is cherished Dy mrv.
Whether it be well founded or not is, for my prescnt purpcee,
beside the point. The most that can be salid on the sbicet Le taatb
the soul's existencce cannot be proved nor can it be -lisproved. Why
then does the writer include this belief among "the mein fallacics
in terms of which a :rcsher rcasons"? He cannot prove i1 a fallacye
Is it not simply because it is 2 widely accepted be.ict thet he
calls it a fallacy? He classes himsc.l omong the "gtudsnis wiuo
actually think for thcmsclves". 1Is that thinkiuig tor nimself or
mere pose and perversity and the negation of thought. Tie writer
would have done better had he left *he soul untouched. The soil
may be non-cxistent, out at lecst it has sufficed to show the
sorry shallows ol the writer's mind, Becausc, in his own words, hc¢
"does possess a mind. DIut it is a mind of & pcculisr sort - a
mind vhich dzserves minute au.lvsis'.

Yours, etcCs;
v . B. Woodward,

GOD DEFEND NEW ZEALAND.

"A message Ffrom Zurich states that the newspaper "Rasler
Nachrichten" says thati a Wilhelmsirasse spokesman indicated that
events of tremendous Smvortance are forthcoming which will chenge
the whole appearance o the war'. - "neri~icn", March 2i.

A form of propaganda has rede its appeasrerse soveral
times since the outbresk of war. I refer 5o the deranu that the
allies stute their war aims, I firm's believe this demanc has becn
fostered by the cnemy, It is an attelpt to enbroil us in in.=rnal
controversy and weaken vuar war offori by naking people ask N
are we fighting for enyway?' Let me suy as foreibly as I can, iy
we start public disgussions on war «.ms before¢ we have won the wer
we will be doing on€ of the things tne an¢.r” wants us to do'.

Mooy oo Bl
Vet oY . onel T hy
it 1 - . : z ®$ g 2 5
Googoo" and "Glubsky--glubsky'....the gcriaein o ridgacicnt
words when they come from Baby Sandy! You 1l roeck wiil. 'augifiels..
howl with glee...as8 morose Mischa and swest Sandy talk it ¢ "8l
in Russian. ’ '
"Dominion'", 7th Nurch
(Screen ad. )



e —

ﬂ’f@ €.6% ‘?JLWQCS

PACIFIST. ..

Last night was a skull night:you mayn't see what I mean,
but that describes it exactly. The clouds were draped across the
sky like an X-ray photograph of a crab - horrible it was - and
1ittle stars shone through like bits of metal in the {lesh. That's
how it was last night - encugh to scare any men.

I went out walking with wy honey - we went to the
gardens and they were quite light with the moon, but there weren't
many pecple round. We sat on & bench and - you know the things

one does.

You're a funny boy, sh2 said. I jumped.

What the hell! Why am I a funny boy, I asked,

You do such funny things, she said.

Oh do I, I said. Out walring with you, for instance?

No, she said. You don't gu to the war.

Why should I when I've got you %o stay at home with,
I said.

They might need you, over thers, she said.

0f course, yes- VWho's the beau new, T said. Pulling
the dishcloth over my eyes:

I really mean it, she said,

Well, I'm not goino *~ *L.. ..y, sec, I sald.

Not going? not even if conscription comes in?

No, I'm a pacifist, I seid.

She jumped about three feet off the bench and 1
remembered I hadn't used that wora in her company before.

You swine, she said.
Now I have put my foot in it, I thought. What am I
going to do?

| Got a white feather, I said.

Jim, she said, and ~a* A~v= ~leas. Tim, she said, you'll
go, won't you?

Why d'you wani¢ me in v, I asked.

Everyone goes, and . lovz you, she sald.

Oh you love me, and ycu want me to go, do you?

Yes, she said.

Well I'm going, I said. 2111 went.

“,

= -

GRADUATE.
Being qduniversél wniversity blue,
He joined Anmny, Nav)/, and air rorce {00.
And needless 0 s&Y earned ~iausual renown
In the noble arc »f shootlac mzn dowm.
JCD. Fi

HARVEST IN T' NORTH.

If it cdymes t° coonouy.,
No one's got the wcod on & nate:
'e's making the wost
Of 'is Grendimother's ghost
By havin't for Dinner at 8.
A. V.



LITERARY COLUMNS (Contd.)

ON LITTLE A'S IMFRESSIONS OF THE ORONGORONGOS.

Little a,
From Dey's Bay

Did you send your muse forth flying?
Did she 1ind the G.B. trying?

Did you say,

Little a,

That you saw the cloud-nymphs dancing?
Saw aerial spirits prancing?

It may be

That you see

In a purer light and clearer,
See a vision brighter, fairer...

- But as yet
I regret
I've seen no celestial ballet
Danced by sprites o'er Tuwhal chalet.

Such sights arc

Better far

Seen from >ibraries quiescent,

Than from rivers chill, and Five-Mile deliquescent.

Ho W,
(H.W. is obviously one of these cast-iron trampers who have no

time to look for "Sky-Gods'", and "celestial ballets'. This does
not mean to say that they do not exist. - Ed.)

SHORT DISCOURSE O IPCETRY.

In the pages of Salient you find verse of all descript-
lons, and you react accordingly. ©Sky-gods revolt you; putrescent
sex interests you; and streamline fascinates you.

But there is no poetry of this age. Prose is asserting
itself in response to the call of the masses (writers must obey
their audience), dbut poetry lags behind. The attempts of Auden
- and Spender appear to be bourgeois efforts of escapes

Study thesg things: keep them in mind and try to find
what is a true expression of this age, and who really appeals to
youi Read Saroyans James Hanley, and the '"Grapes of Wrath'.
Observe the emotion rodent in you; and be true to that emotlon.
See that others - writers in particular, are true to their
emotions. Then write and tell Salient your discoveries.

SUMEIL,

Austere and barren,

Lone eth¥real peal,
Scourged by the blizzard,
Seared by the lightning blast,
Unearthly earth,

Kin to the cindered moon,
Dwelt o by stars;

Beauty and terror wed,

Crown of my dreams

And sumnit of my dread.
J. B. Woodward.
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At a large meeting held in the Gyna. on April 1st, the
followineg motion was passed, by 74 votes to 22,

"That the V.U.C. Peace Society be granted affiliation
to the V.U.C. Students'! Lssociation.®

The meetine was held following unon a decisi
the Students! Agsociation Executive not to allow =ff
the Society.

The effect of the decision of the meeting is t
the Executive's resolution. The V.U.C. Peace Society 1
affiliated to the V.U.C. Students! Association.

in OQ

The election of officers is to tcke plnce this oek,
A full renort of the =eeting, rith coents on the Society by

of
‘i
L

various important people, will anpear in the next issue o
"Salient".

~

“'a »ish again to point out that the Peace Socicty's

-

7

aim is not to onpose the war, or to concentrate on any nasrticulsr
nolitical vie'moint towards the 'rar. The Society exists to
ensure to students the right- of free and impartial discussion of
nroble~s relating to Peace, Yar, and Civil Liberties, and has no
propagandist or political aim.
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"THE SOCIALIST SIXTH OF THE WORLD"

Hewletv JoMnsona

The capitalist world serves two macters and both badly.
What we describe as "Christian civilisation" atterms to combine
the service of God and of Mammon., It is unfortunatelLy neither
Christian nor civilised, an 1its economic system of profit-c=eking,
"devil-take-theshindiost" individualism fails disastrously to
produce even material plenty. Christian idealism alleviates but
cannot prevent the sufferings produced by this system, poverty,
insecurity, selfishness, fear, cruelty, conilic* and war, and so
cynicism and indifference mock even religiorn,

Communism rejects the profit cystem and it is *tal for
us to know how the new systém works. The evidence is wildl,
~conflicting. The apparent creed of Communists, "You .cannot sesr °
- God gor Mammon" is particwhlarly convenient for lemmon, sincc he 1is
most valiantly defended by ciw eligious.

That is one reason why the Deen oi vroisrbury is among
the most interesting and valuable of Russia's 1¢=naLy ~ritlcs,
but it is not the only reason. His cducatlon and expericnce of
1life have been varied and profound. A science dgy.2€, apprChi.se-
ship and cexperience as a working cngincer, followed Dy <u- honouvr:
degree at Oxford, thcological training. continuous study 0. ~ocial
and economic problems, and his scrvice os curatc, vicar and du.n,
have not left him a mere scntimentalist, He can appcal coineotly
to moral enthusiasm and feeling, translate facts ana tncorics '
vividly into terms of human life, and cxpound an arguncnt lucidly,
but he has o precdilection for the cvidence of experts, scicntists,
gngincers, cconomists, cducationists who have made o first-hand
study of thecir own specialty inRussia. "The Socialist Sixth of
the World" is consciously and delibecratcly sympathctic; but, as
the prcface cexplains, thc gloomicr side ic already amply publiciscc.

Utopia can be quickly and painlessly conjurcd up from &
few quiros of paper and pints ol ink; it is not so casily tc Dc
produccd from the raw matcrial of Tsarist Russia. Traoditions: 2
thousand ycars of ruthlcss dictatoeship, mocificd in 1906 by 2
shadowy powcrless Dunia €lectcd on a narrow property franchisc,
Rigid censorship, secret policc, chain gangs, conccntration camps
exiles, executions; Pogroms - - the word is Russian - and oppression
of rcligious and netional minorities. Of agbout 70 millions of
subject races only the Finmns enjoyed a precarious and intermittent
autonomy, though the¢ pcoplc¢ of BoXhara did have a native cutocrat.
Illiteracy ~ 75%. Ignorant, apattetic, inefficicnt pcasants,
drunken inefficient workers and corrupt inefficient burcaucrats.
Appalling poverty, filth, starvation esnd discose produccd o deat.
rate (29.4) higher cven than British India, and more than o
quarter of all babies died in thecir first year of life.

Then six years of war, rcvolution, civil war and
blockade, overwhelming defeats and dismcmberment, foreign invas
destruction and disorganisation culminatecd in the grcatcst of
Russia's periodic famines in 1921.

"And now", scy critics, "why not Titopia?"

In an &xhausted and impoverisncd oountry the Commual Lo
turncd to work out ond dcvelop an untricd system. “Purcly -
destructive", said serious critics: in truth they'devofed imme oo
Cnergy, cnthusl sm and secrifice to construction. "Elegtrifica:lal,
was Lenin's slopan, and thc world mocked wack, "Elcctrdtictiovs ',
The Russians drove chcad with social reform, cducation,
industrialisation and collectivisation, hcavy tnough the cosct wns
at firste Alrcedy they arc bei:ing repaid with industrial
production nine times that of 1913, more aond oetter food,



THE SOCIALIST SIXTH OF THE WORLD, (Contd.)

increased social services, greater efficiency. One significant
detail, the death rate has fallen by 40%, far below India's.
Demoeracy is real as far as freedom to criticise and organise
within the limits of general policy goes. All races and both sexes
have equal opportunity as far as possible.

These -are a few crudely generalised details. The Dean
concludes with a brief review of the experienceé of foreign affairs
which largely explains the present Soviet attitudes. He finds their
organisation of the Five Year Plans scientific in method, ideslist
in purpose and moral in effect., The Russians have becean
sacrificing the present to the futurc, and the futurc, now beconc
the present, has begun to reward them.

BEANSTALKS.,

When Jack went out and bcheld thc boanstalk that had
sprung up overnight he was fairly staggered. .On our seeing
"Harvest in the North" our amazement knew no bounds, because it
seemed impossiblec that such growth should take place at our very
door, The soil must have becn unexpectedly rich. So the small
fiction of Jack is beaten into a cocked hat Yy this splendid
reality of "Harvest in the North", the threce act play produced by
the Dramatic Club & weck or two ago., They seem to have gathcred
strength from somecwherc: tholr bones have ceasced dissolving, and
lo, there is conviction in their eyes and voices! Necd we say
there are no flics in the ointment? There's a crop. N'importe!

The atmospHerc of the Lancashirc cdtton-milling town,
the cold-bloodedness of the dole, discounting man's urgent nced to
work, the strangling inarticulation of thec men and women put off
tha mills, the destruction of their lives and fomilies - and then
out of the fire of all this, thc hope and courage of these people,
was real, like life's blood, to the actors. On top, the play was
desolate; underneath it was strong with the continual rise, risc,
rise of thosc¢ who must and will live, Probably thce most vivid
character was the woman-of-the-~housc, played by Beatrice
Hutchison. Harriet was afraid, distracted by the coursec of cvonts,
but underneath calm with knowlcdge that made her build out of
torment and chaos. And Beatrice revealed an instincet for this
women's 1life.

+ %

There were various divergencics flowing from the main—
strcam - undercurrcnts of fecling bringing to light foacts tho
exist immovably in life alongside the broad, nmore general coni 1L;gu
Harriet's husband (D.Hartley) was excellent, hathed in o glow of
tolerant humour, and quite cognizant of the truth, when he realisc<d
that one man's life o#innot necessarily mean one momﬁn...J.M.
McCreary who played the fathsr-in-law of Harriet showed o new cide
to his acting. Somshow the shape of his head, the dramatic tones
of his voice, bespoke the ardent bright-eyed youth of "F 6", und
we felt all the time thnt, with the flexing of those neck—MLu81GS,
he was dramatising everything with the force of youth, John cannot
conceal himself even behind greyed hair, but there were variations,
tones and shadows in his portraycl of the dream—fed father which
engendered in us a "fly-repleteness" very pleasant. Margoret Frceman
(Trix) is getting a bit buttery. The part of the melting girl is
hard to put acrossgrbut unless things are taken carefully wc shall
have them melting over the stage, and that would only be a bother,

For the choice, the casting and producing of this pley v
are thankful. A.Donald Priestley we moention here honourdly 2s 1o
producer. Assurance is ours for the futurc, vade in pace, and may
the seeds of the beanstalk be not only vastly propagated, but put
forth fair growth.

] ™
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