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Youth Blueprints Its Future at Anti-Fascist Congress





Youth Blueprints Its Future at Anti-Fascist Congress




"We, the youth of the world, gathered at the World Youth Conference called by the World Youth Council and held in London in November, 1945, following the victorious war waged by the United Nations against Fascist aggression, do hereby constitute the World Federation of Democratic Youth on this 7th day of November, 1945. This World Federation is ... an Organisation of youth united in their determination to work for peace, liberty, democracy, independence and equality everywhere in the world. The World Federation of Democratic Youth shall regard its work as a contribution to the work of the United Nations and as the most certain way of ensuring the protection of the rights and interests of youth, and the happiness and well-being of future generations."




Thus runs the preamble to the constitution of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. Based on the strong upsurge of democratic forces resulting from the defeat of fascism, and recognising the necessity of refusing fascism a "second chance." this organisation can be a strong force in the promotion of world peace. There is, of course, a very necessary provision for its success, and that is that the youth of the world should give it every support. Its proposed activities include assistance to youth organisations whose work is hindered by lack of funds or equipment, plans for the interchange of young people between ail countries, the maintenance of close contact with the United Nations Organisation and the World Federation of Trade Unions—and most important, particularly in countries where various world-wide specialised youth organisations already exist, as in England, "to provide for the formation, under the auspices of the Federation, of special international youth sections."



Delegates from 63 nations attended this Conference, representatives of countries from the USSR to Jamaica, from West Africa to China.


New Zealand's contact with overseas youth organisations is through NZUSA. If you wish to see a copy of the NZ delegate's report on the Conference our own executive have a copy, and will he only too willing to let you peruse it. Your contact with the Youth Movement is mainly through "Salient," which for several years has been conducting 
[
unclear: as] Exchange Service not only with overseas universities hut also with a number of overseas youth Organisations. "Salient" is regularly dispatched to all those with whom we have contact, and a goodly amount of material is received in return. It is filed and kept in "Salient" 
[
unclear: room] where any student who so desires can read it.


Newspapers are received from the various universities of Australia, and also MUM, the annual magazine of Melbourne University. From South Africa comes the fortnightly paper and annual magazine of Rhodes University College. We also have contact with the National Union of SA Students. In Canada, we exchange with Acadia, McGill and Dalhousie Universities, and with the French-Canadian University Laval. From Ottawa University comes the organ of French students, "Rotonde." A variety of publications are received from England, the most notable being "Student Forward." organ of the University Labour Federation.


In the USA the exchange service covers the National Student Federation of America, the American Youth Congress. South California University, Howard University (the Negro University established in Washington in 1867) and Fordham University from which we receive a French newspaper.


Within New Zealand, we receive "Craccum." "
[
unclear: Canta]" and "Critic" from our sister colleges, the "Hutt Railway Workshops Gazette," the "People's Voice," and the N.Z. Labour Review."


Contact with n number of overseas organisations has unfortunately lapsed during the war, but "Salient's" Exchange Manager, Mike Murray, is hard at work re-establishing relations, and making new contacts. Among the new contacts are the Australian Student Labor Federation, the organisation of "Free Austrian Youth." the Royal University of Malta. Witwatersrand University. South Africa, and we hope soon to obtain information concerning student organisations in India, South America, Europe and the Soviet Union.


Here then is a fairly representative selection of world student and youth opinion. New Zealand as a nation has very definite duties towards the maintenance and efficiency of UNO. We as students have clearly Just as definite an obligation towards WFDY. And in addition we have a duty to ourselves to fulfill in learning about the activities and plans of students in other countries. The material is here. It requires readers.


Capping



Graduates this year are in danger of being capped without hoods or gowns. They can be bought only on the black market at exorbitant prices. Would any student possessing or knowing the whereabouts of gowns or hoods which could be lent please leave their names at the Exec. Room?


With this issue you have received a questionaire on the boarding situation. If this matter concerns you please fill in the form and put it in the "Salient" box in the Main Hall. Material will be created and proposals put forward for improvement in the lodging of students.
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Relief Campaign Needs Your Help





Relief Campaign Needs Your Help




"Help us to help ourselves. We are neither loafers nor beggars, but it so happens that we are destitute and that our state of poverty is detrimental not only to the reconstruction of our own Continent but also to world renaissance. You have always needed and will always need our scholars and men of science, just as we need yours. Today it is only by means of your money that Europe can build up her peace army of scientists and technicians, scholars and artists. You, in your turn, will reap benefit from the consequent revival in our music and poetry, dance and the plastic arts."




This is an extract from an open letter from a European student which has just come into the hands of the ISS Committee at Victoria College. This movement for World Student Relief began in 1943 on the basis of the European Student Relief Fund already started in 1940 to help students in the Countries occupied. As the war extended further, and beyond the frontiers of Europe, WSR became the expeditionary force of the ISS, bringing material and spiritual aid to thousands of student prisoners of war, and helping student internees and refugees to continue their studies under the hardships of modern war.


The work of WSR is now a very urgent matter. Those countries devastated by war have to he rebuilt and the people rehabilitated. In this task the role of WSR is to help students and professors victimised by war, without discrimination us to race, religion, nationality or sex. Further, WSR must continue its war relief 
[
unclear: programme] for those thousands of students in prison camps in Canada, France, Great Britain, and the U.S.A. and for student internees and refugees in many other purls of the world.


How can we help? New Zealand University and Teachers' Training College students have helped materially in the past, and they are being asked to help again this year. 
Our goal is £500 
to be raised by Wellington students. At Victoria this year there are approximately 1,800 students. If everyone contributed 10, we would collect £900 for WSR. Or if every student gave 2/6 each, the sum Would reach approximately £225. In 1941, students of Victoria College raised £67. In 1945 students throughout New Zealand raised over £2,000 for WSR. Of this amount Victoria College students raised £266 by means of direct contributions and student work-days. This year the ISS Committee at Victoria College have organised work-days for Saturdays 6th and 13th April. If students cannot make a cash donation to WSR will they contact ISS and offer to do a day's work for the relief of students abroad. Meanwhile, by means of press and broadcast, the public are being informed of the needs of WSR, and of ways by which they can assist in raising our quota.
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Cappicade 1946





Cappicade 1946




The Executive has received a complaint from an old student concerning the failure to publish a letter he addressed to "Salient" last May. Since the present executive was not in office at that time, the reason for its not being published is unknown. In answer to the complaint we now publish the letter. It may be stated that present executive assumes full responsibility for its publications, and has taken steps to ensure that such offensive matter as complained of is not published.





Dave Cohen, President, VUCSA.








Dear "Salient,"—In "Spike No. 64" (1936) I claimed the privilege as a life member of the Students' Association and you published a letter from me protesting against the "indecent exhibitionism" of "Cappicade." In that letter I said: "last year I read the programme with shame! this year I read it with indignation and nausea. Such an exhibition of dirty-mindedness should not have happened twice—I put 'Cappicade' of this year on the moral and literary level of latrine scribbling." I said other things, none of which I am able to regret.


I ventured in that letter, 
inter alia, to beg to the Students' Association to clean its own stables lest perchance the College Council and the Professorial Board would be compelled to take drastic action against representative members of an Executive when it fails to fulfil a manifest duty. I pointed out even then that it was not always possible to deal with the real culprit, who might even be outside the College—"a few young men obsessed with sex and not possessed of social intelligence, of good manners or of good taste." I write again because I think the 1945 "Cappicade" falls under the condemnation of 1936.


I am the more concerned this time because, during the past year I have heard statements made in connection with Victoria University College which indicate that many of the students of the College have not developed an executive conscience when confronted with facts which they themselves deplore. Let me state a case by way of example. Let us suppose a member of the Executive of the Students' Association is invited to a gathering of students and finds that students, both male and femala are drunk and sprawling about the room together. It may be assumed that the Executive member is a guest and the gathering held at some hall remote from the College, to which College rules do not apply, and by some special College group. Is it possible, in decency, to do anything about it?


In answering this question I make certain assumptions. The first is that the honour of the College as a whole and the honour of the University is involved. The second is that the honour of members of the College is very deeply involved because no social observer has failed to observe the association of drink with sexual promiscuity, an association which would not be missed, at any rate, by any reader of "Cappicade." I assume that no sane parent would send his son or his daughter to Victoria University College if he thought drunkenness and "Cappicade" morals represented the life of the College. I assume, finally, that the University stands for higher standards of life and living than are represented by drunkenness and promiscuity.


Assuming these things, I would venture to suggest that the student body, either on its own initiative or in consultation with the Professorial Board, should devise machinery which would guarantee suitable observation of all functions which may possibly be associated with the College and the immediate elimination from the College registers—whether temporarily or permanently—of those who offend. I do not think that students of the present day will act unless some duty is prescribed.


I would emphasise again, as I did in 1936, the desirability of the initiative in this matter springing from the Executive of the Student Association. The alternatives lie in the direction of the appointment of censors and proctors—highly objectionable institutions if they can be avoided—but absolutely necessary if students do not learn to co-operate with the forces of law, order and public decency and to impose reasonable discipline upon themselves.




—Yours sincerely,



F. A. de la 
Mare.
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The Executive has received a complaint from an old student concerning the failure to publish a letter he addressed to "Salient" last May. Since the present executive was not in office at that time, the reason for its not being published is unknown. In answer to the complaint we now publish the letter. It may be stated that present executive assumes full responsibility for its publications, and has taken steps to ensure that such offensive matter as complained of is not published.





Dave Cohen, President, VUCSA.
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[Letter to Salient regarding Cappicade from F.A. De la Mare, 1946]




Dear "Salient,"—In "Spike No. 64" (1936) I claimed the privilege as a life member of the Students' Association and you published a letter from me protesting against the "indecent exhibitionism" of "Cappicade." In that letter I said: "last year I read the programme with shame! this year I read it with indignation and nausea. Such an exhibition of dirty-mindedness should not have happened twice—I put 'Cappicade' of this year on the moral and literary level of latrine scribbling." I said other things, none of which I am able to regret.


I ventured in that letter, 
inter alia, to beg to the Students' Association to clean its own stables lest perchance the College Council and the Professorial Board would be compelled to take drastic action against representative members of an Executive when it fails to fulfil a manifest duty. I pointed out even then that it was not always possible to deal with the real culprit, who might even be outside the College—"a few young men obsessed with sex and not possessed of social intelligence, of good manners or of good taste." I write again because I think the 1945 "Cappicade" falls under the condemnation of 1936.


I am the more concerned this time because, during the past year I have heard statements made in connection with Victoria University College which indicate that many of the students of the College have not developed an executive conscience when confronted with facts which they themselves deplore. Let me state a case by way of example. Let us suppose a member of the Executive of the Students' Association is invited to a gathering of students and finds that students, both male and femala are drunk and sprawling about the room together. It may be assumed that the Executive member is a guest and the gathering held at some hall remote from the College, to which College rules do not apply, and by some special College group. Is it possible, in decency, to do anything about it?


In answering this question I make certain assumptions. The first is that the honour of the College as a whole and the honour of the University is involved. The second is that the honour of members of the College is very deeply involved because no social observer has failed to observe the association of drink with sexual promiscuity, an association which would not be missed, at any rate, by any reader of "Cappicade." I assume that no sane parent would send his son or his daughter to Victoria University College if he thought drunkenness and "Cappicade" morals represented the life of the College. I assume, finally, that the University stands for higher standards of life and living than are represented by drunkenness and promiscuity.


Assuming these things, I would venture to suggest that the student body, either on its own initiative or in consultation with the Professorial Board, should devise machinery which would guarantee suitable observation of all functions which may possibly be associated with the College and the immediate elimination from the College registers—whether temporarily or permanently—of those who offend. I do not think that students of the present day will act unless some duty is prescribed.


I would emphasise again, as I did in 1936, the desirability of the initiative in this matter springing from the Executive of the Student Association. The alternatives lie in the direction of the appointment of censors and proctors—highly objectionable institutions if they can be avoided—but absolutely necessary if students do not learn to co-operate with the forces of law, order and public decency and to impose reasonable discipline upon themselves.




—Yours sincerely,



F. A. de la 
Mare.
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Film and 
Stage





In 
They were Sisters there are some human beings who show how desirable life can be, and not how the film-makers think it should be. And there it a play on at the Opera House entitled 
Accent on Youth which is at least a respite from movies.


All that is likely or moving in 
They were Sisters I have summarised in the headline; but the sense of real life drama is not sustained, and very often the reality rests mainly on the dim and Inexpensive, though factual, settings which exist in most British films. All of the characters, save James Mason, the nasty husband, are taken from stock, and the juveniles give the impression of having rehearsed the life out of their lines, There is a general impression of woodenness about this vague plot; one never feels curious about the end, because there is a sense that no one has enough fire to bother much, anyway.


* * *


In the build-up on the sixpenny programme, 
Accent on Youth is said to say something; but if this is not made clear in the build-up, it is even less clear in the Repertory Theatre's presentation. The theme is love, American love, couched in the customary phrases of physical praise in the second person but in this case there is a quadrilateral instead of the normal triangle. To use the words of the programme reviewer, Anderson, the play proves that "there is no fool like an old fool in love"; it also proves says he, "that youth as youth is no better than age as age," which are both parts of that stern doctrine "if it's not one thing, then It's another." Besides the first two quotations above it is also demonstrated that "youth can't have its cake and eat it." By this, Raphaelson, the author, means that if you want a young body you must put up with inexperience and crudity of mind; whereas you find the reverse in an old body. The young body representative in the play is created with sufficient lack of intelligence to force the conclusion in favour of the old body cum intelligence. The theme lacks conviction because the young body is altogether too young, I'd say about eleven; and because the æsthetic level never ascends past the physical. And you can't deceive the young that the experience of the old body will compensate for the power of youth, when the choice is made on such a level. The acting was not very polished, there being too much gesture and voice dropping for punctuation purposes. Another defect lay in the peculiar incongruity of racy American patois on the bloodless lips of semi-cultured New Zealand accents.


* * *






"A Place of One's Own"


Having been treated to a cycle of ghost and horror stories it is not to be expected that you will find this Gainsborough production very entertaining. Even the connoisseur of "ghoulies and ghosties" will find little that is original except, perhaps, an artistic use of sound-effects' that compares favourably with the riotous clashing of doors, sobbing, and sea-surge of "The Uninvited." The ghost in "A Place of One's Own" is a whisperer-down-speaking-tubes and an accomplished pianist.


The story opens in 1900 when 
[
unclear: Sraedhurst], a retired city business man, buys a rare old house in the country and employs the beautiful Miss Annette (Margaret Lockwood) as a companion for his wife. In the process of falling in love with the handaome local doctor, Miss Annette is possessed by the shade of a former inhabitant, a lovelorn wench, whose ghostly activities cause Annette to pine away through several unconvincing scenes. (In this respect I think "The Uninvited" was tar more satisfying with its mad young lady's trance-ecstacies and mad dashes for the cliff's edge.) Miss Lockwood is too near thirty to portray well the distracted visions of adolescence.


But if the plot is threadbare, the film has saving graces. Osbert Sitwell's novel, from which it is adapted, provided material for excellent minor characterisations. The camera frequently leaves Miss Lockwood's troubled form to introduce a range of people from the sarcastic cook to neighbour Major Manning Tuthorn, all equally well presented.


Also, for the film-fan who is interested in technique, there is some fine camera and art work. The detail of the Smedhurst mansion is truly beautiful. And the general camera-work is very satisfying, particularly the use of the close-up to open scenes. I noted one simple startling allot of a police helmet and cloak thrown over a chair, used to add to the tense atmosphere and introduce a new character.


* * *






Drama Club AGM


In contrast to the rather unusual meeting held last year, the Annual General Meeting of the Drama Club held on Friday passed off very smoothly, and if the attendance was small, the Hockey Ball can be blamed.


The minutes, financial report and a programme for the year drawn tip by the outgoing committee, was taken as read. The annual report showed spasmodic activity during 1945 but indicated a good start to 1946 with "Mr. Bolfrey," which is to be played in town early in April. The proceeds of these performances are to go to the Building Fund.


The highlight of the meeting was the introduction of a new constitution by the president, which, after the discussion was adopted.—(The old constitution had unfortunately been burnt.)


	Committee, 1946,—

	
President: Mr. B Mason.

	
Committee: Misses E. Arya. M. Beaglehole, C. Cross. Messrs. G. Datson, P. Hurrell. H. Williamson.














Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946

[subsection]





In 
They were Sisters there are some human beings who show how desirable life can be, and not how the film-makers think it should be. And there it a play on at the Opera House entitled 
Accent on Youth which is at least a respite from movies.


All that is likely or moving in 
They were Sisters I have summarised in the headline; but the sense of real life drama is not sustained, and very often the reality rests mainly on the dim and Inexpensive, though factual, settings which exist in most British films. All of the characters, save James Mason, the nasty husband, are taken from stock, and the juveniles give the impression of having rehearsed the life out of their lines, There is a general impression of woodenness about this vague plot; one never feels curious about the end, because there is a sense that no one has enough fire to bother much, anyway.


* * *


In the build-up on the sixpenny programme, 
Accent on Youth is said to say something; but if this is not made clear in the build-up, it is even less clear in the Repertory Theatre's presentation. The theme is love, American love, couched in the customary phrases of physical praise in the second person but in this case there is a quadrilateral instead of the normal triangle. To use the words of the programme reviewer, Anderson, the play proves that "there is no fool like an old fool in love"; it also proves says he, "that youth as youth is no better than age as age," which are both parts of that stern doctrine "if it's not one thing, then It's another." Besides the first two quotations above it is also demonstrated that "youth can't have its cake and eat it." By this, Raphaelson, the author, means that if you want a young body you must put up with inexperience and crudity of mind; whereas you find the reverse in an old body. The young body representative in the play is created with sufficient lack of intelligence to force the conclusion in favour of the old body cum intelligence. The theme lacks conviction because the young body is altogether too young, I'd say about eleven; and because the æsthetic level never ascends past the physical. And you can't deceive the young that the experience of the old body will compensate for the power of youth, when the choice is made on such a level. The acting was not very polished, there being too much gesture and voice dropping for punctuation purposes. Another defect lay in the peculiar incongruity of racy American patois on the bloodless lips of semi-cultured New Zealand accents.


* * *
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"A Place of One's Own"




"A Place of One's Own"


Having been treated to a cycle of ghost and horror stories it is not to be expected that you will find this Gainsborough production very entertaining. Even the connoisseur of "ghoulies and ghosties" will find little that is original except, perhaps, an artistic use of sound-effects' that compares favourably with the riotous clashing of doors, sobbing, and sea-surge of "The Uninvited." The ghost in "A Place of One's Own" is a whisperer-down-speaking-tubes and an accomplished pianist.


The story opens in 1900 when 
[
unclear: Sraedhurst], a retired city business man, buys a rare old house in the country and employs the beautiful Miss Annette (Margaret Lockwood) as a companion for his wife. In the process of falling in love with the handaome local doctor, Miss Annette is possessed by the shade of a former inhabitant, a lovelorn wench, whose ghostly activities cause Annette to pine away through several unconvincing scenes. (In this respect I think "The Uninvited" was tar more satisfying with its mad young lady's trance-ecstacies and mad dashes for the cliff's edge.) Miss Lockwood is too near thirty to portray well the distracted visions of adolescence.


But if the plot is threadbare, the film has saving graces. Osbert Sitwell's novel, from which it is adapted, provided material for excellent minor characterisations. The camera frequently leaves Miss Lockwood's troubled form to introduce a range of people from the sarcastic cook to neighbour Major Manning Tuthorn, all equally well presented.


Also, for the film-fan who is interested in technique, there is some fine camera and art work. The detail of the Smedhurst mansion is truly beautiful. And the general camera-work is very satisfying, particularly the use of the close-up to open scenes. I noted one simple startling allot of a police helmet and cloak thrown over a chair, used to add to the tense atmosphere and introduce a new character.


* * *
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Drama Club AGM




Drama Club AGM


In contrast to the rather unusual meeting held last year, the Annual General Meeting of the Drama Club held on Friday passed off very smoothly, and if the attendance was small, the Hockey Ball can be blamed.


The minutes, financial report and a programme for the year drawn tip by the outgoing committee, was taken as read. The annual report showed spasmodic activity during 1945 but indicated a good start to 1946 with "Mr. Bolfrey," which is to be played in town early in April. The proceeds of these performances are to go to the Building Fund.


The highlight of the meeting was the introduction of a new constitution by the president, which, after the discussion was adopted.—(The old constitution had unfortunately been burnt.)


	Committee, 1946,—

	
President: Mr. B Mason.

	
Committee: Misses E. Arya. M. Beaglehole, C. Cross. Messrs. G. Datson, P. Hurrell. H. Williamson.
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Literary Page





Poem





Beyond the coming hill lies a lost girl




Pictured against the grass, a shade in the night,




Holdened her oldened heart to the grey earth rising,




Crying the dead cry that has come for company,




Over the hill that I find, and beside a rock.






The pairs fulfilled that I passed, lost in their own,




And the null ground that I triad, there for taking




But who can find what is offend? the stump shrubs




Chewed to a ball by sheep, only the core,




And even the trees, dini and diffused and wet . . .




Beyond my rising hill and beside a rock.






Would I find my path by moonlight, and by stars?




Would I follow the sheeps' tracks and deepen my tread?




Would I feel where dew is thickest, taste my way




And finding the bitterness of rock then know




The place of release that touched my cried dead cry?




How have our hearts been dried in the sun of others




And torn in the trees of the sea, snags of the mind?




Old stray youths have smiled in a faint mockery




And laughing girts have flaunted infertile death.




Others have cried my cry, but I could not find them.






Then take my rising hill and grant me rock,




Grant me a little way to left or right




And the neuter night as a catalyst, grant me the hint




Only that eyes have caught, and been doors




That I strike through to I know not where, beyond death.





—P.S.W.









Attack At Noon





The lizard lies tongue poised




On the twig's dull gold;




Settling, the butterfly's




Brown velvet wings fold.






The while noon sun burns dim;




No jungle birds sound,




Leaves heavy fall with heat




Down to the swamp ground.






Men wan and damp with sweat




In the green vines tense;




Life is utterly dead,




But the guns commence.





—
Alun Falconer.









The Last Camp





The candle is a smear of war,




Thought guttered out,




And I wake weary as the creaking door.






Thrushes in the rain-soaked tree Call lazily.




Faint echo losing in the misty hills.






The calm indifferent smoke




Adds blue to grey.




Roll up the blankets for another day.





—
Alun Falconer.











Call the apocalyptic urge




To these strange circumstances.




Evoke resentfully




The vengeance-harbingers




Warriors of the black evening, their sable horses




Trampling the mind's inconsequence.






Bring sheer annihilation on this place,




Descend from the thunder-clouds with shouting




And the clash of unappeasable anger, Destroy, destroy.






Strain the established interest of mind




To absolute extinction,




Reduce each aspiration to its embers Dying, dying.






Reft from the enterprising hand




The brush and pen,




Place scalpel-point on the indifference.




Killing, killing.





—
W.H.O..














Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946

Poem





Poem





Beyond the coming hill lies a lost girl




Pictured against the grass, a shade in the night,
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Attack At Noon





The lizard lies tongue poised




On the twig's dull gold;




Settling, the butterfly's




Brown velvet wings fold.






The while noon sun burns dim;




No jungle birds sound,




Leaves heavy fall with heat




Down to the swamp ground.






Men wan and damp with sweat




In the green vines tense;




Life is utterly dead,




But the guns commence.
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Alun Falconer.
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The Last Camp





The candle is a smear of war,




Thought guttered out,




And I wake weary as the creaking door.






Thrushes in the rain-soaked tree Call lazily.




Faint echo losing in the misty hills.






The calm indifferent smoke




Adds blue to grey.




Roll up the blankets for another day.





—
Alun Falconer.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946

[Untitled poem by W.H.O., published in Salient Vol. 9 No. 3. 1946]







Call the apocalyptic urge




To these strange circumstances.




Evoke resentfully




The vengeance-harbingers




Warriors of the black evening, their sable horses




Trampling the mind's inconsequence.






Bring sheer annihilation on this place,




Descend from the thunder-clouds with shouting




And the clash of unappeasable anger, Destroy, destroy.






Strain the established interest of mind




To absolute extinction,




Reduce each aspiration to its embers Dying, dying.






Reft from the enterprising hand




The brush and pen,




Place scalpel-point on the indifference.




Killing, killing.





—
W.H.O..
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War Poems and Lyrics—Alun Falconer


Very little good anti-fascist verse has been published in New Zealand, a reflection no doubt of our isolation. What there has been has very often been of rather poor technical quality. It is therefore pleasing to come upon such a volume as this in which the writer says something worthwhile and in an efficient way. In general this is an excellent collection, although there are in places some very bad patches—complete triteness of expression, bathos, too willing an acceptance of a traditional rhyme. It is interesting to note that the lyrics are on the whole considerably better technically and as contained expressions of emotion than the war poems, which possibly suggests that Mr. Falconer experiences the same difficulties in writing of the war as can be seen in other volumes of war verse. War experiences are more Intense and conflicting than others, and consequently more difficult to express in a finished way, particularly if the writer's aim is to bring that experience effectively home to the reader. If such is the intention, the poem which requires the same intellectual effort as a mathematical problem is clearly of little use. Mr. Falconer has realised this and his command of language and clarity of expression are to be commended. (Modern Books, 2/6.)
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Chopin Recital By Robin Jansen





Chopin Recital By Robin Jansen


If Ignace Friedman's prediction that "the mantle of Beethoven will fall on Jansen" is justified, then Constant Lambert's dictum that music is in a decline will receive an unprecedented boost.


Jansen played on a mediocre instrument, but even mediocre Instruments do not excuse wrong notes. Jansen's speed in the "Grand Polonaise" was a shock to the susceptibilities. He was restrained in his approach, and admirable thing when playing Chopin, and a welcome change after the usual hotchpotch of lush emotionality that arises like some horrible phœnix from the clash of poor, defenceless Chopin and the mighty ego of the pianist; the superimposing of the player's emotions over those inherent in the music.


Jansen is not a great pianist. I wish him success, however, for I believe that he has not yet reached the ultimate of his potentialities.—L.A.P.
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The Old Clay Patch





The Old Clay Patch


The writer recently acquired a copy of the limited edition of "The Old Clay Patch, 1920."


The suggestion has been favourably received by several old students, that the best of the verse "written in and about VUC" from 1920 to 1946 be collected and issued as a supplement to Edition 2. Proceeds from the subscriptions and sale of this volume go to the building fund.


There is much good verse written here that could be immortalised in a supplementary volume, say every five years.


The support of past students is essential to ensure the success of this.


You can help us by seeing that past students know of It. The records officer can help us by looking out former College poets and contacting them by letter, and in person.


When we can arouse interest among old students throughout New Zealand, we can call for copy to make a success that will prove once for all that VUC has a tradition of culture.
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Debate on Soviet Policy Draws Large Audience





Debate on Soviet Policy Draws Large Audience





The gymnasium rocked and bulged on a recent Friday evening when over two hundred students and visitors packed in to hear the first debate of the year: "That the present foreign policy of the Soviet Union is a menace to world peace." Nigel Taylor, newly elected chairman, appealed to the interjectors to be witty and apposite. Professor Lipson, the club's new president, judged the speakers. It was soon evident that the audience was getting far more fun than the debaters, who were subjected to torrents of wisecracks, inevitably followed by loud, raucous laughter.





[image: Kevin O'Brien]

Kevin O'Brien





Mr. O'Brien, vigorous and confident, opened with concise definitions and then proceeded to divide his subject into three rather arbitrary sections—military, economic and co-operative of which his seconder was to take the second. His main criticism centred round the suspicion that is aroused by the Soviet policy of creating a circle of buffer states, of refusing to pool vital Information, and adopting an obstructive policy in UNO. Since he reduced his speed Mr. O'Brien has become a plausible and interesting speaker.



Mr. Orr showed that the foreign policy of any country is connected with its economic policy, and inferred from this that Russia's protectorates are being exploited to provide for the domestic policy of expansion of industry. His manner of presentation was too restrained for such a boisterous audience.






Floor Speakers



Miss Kelly, cleverly concealing her own opinions, pointed out the significant fact that the argument could not be confined to Soviet policy alone. She quoted Stalin: "Peace, Bread and Love." A voice: (obviously Doomle is one of the 800 freshers.) "Wot, no beer!" No subsequent speaker was able to contradict her statements that General Eisenhower acknowledged substantial interchange of information with the Russians, and that there are only 2,600 Russian troops in Persia.



Mr. Neuberg: "There will be no war because you don't have to fight for Socialism nowadays—most of the, leaders of UN are socialists."



Mr. Earle gave first-hand evidence of Russian aggression in Poland. He has seen the way the entire Polish social and economic structure was sabotaged by the Russians in 1945.



Mr. Poole and Mr. Daniell: "The Soviet Union does not want war but its actions are not in the interests of peace. Mr. Poole produced the UN Charter in support of his arguments.



Mr. MacCreary: "That strange monster, the Soviet Ambassador's car. . . What country seeking war would sink its resources in such a phenomenon?"



Mr. Saker, the kindly cynic: "What foreign policy has ever been dictated by altruistic motives? Listen not to the idealistic nonsense so often talked on University debating platforms."



Mr. O'Flynn: "The yardstick is the UN. USSR is not pulling its weight in the five-oared boat or the 51-oared galley. British troop's are in Indonesia by UN agreement. There is a commission on Palestine." We are pleased to welcome Mr. O'Flynn's vigour and drive back on to the VUC platform.



Mr. Winchester: "Some of the speakers seem to be in a state of nervous pregnancy. UN has refused to recognise Governments dominated by the USSR.



Mr. Campbell (Dad and Dave): "It will be a disgrace to this Society if the motion is passed."


After the two leaders had summed up without adding anything to the discussion, the motion was put and carried by 6 votes on a count of members of the Association. When put to the whole house, however, it was lost by a similar narrow margin. There were about 16 visitors present.




[image: Dave Cohen]

Dave Cohen





Mr. Cohen pointed out that Soviet foreign policy is only understandable in the light of past events. He surveyed the attitude of the Western Powers to the USSR since 1917, with special reference to the obstruction placed in the way of Soviet requests for anti-Fascist co-operation. He failed to develop the point fully, probably through lack of time. He was factual, but not particularly persuasive.



Mr. Collins: "Even that notorious scandal-monger Churchill has said that Soviet prosperity is dependent on peace. Surrounded by unfriendly powers, she must protect her frontiers, not as a threat to others, but to safeguard herself." This dialectic logic was the best argument produced by the speakers for the negative. Mr. Colllins's force and challenge contrast favourably with the tentative opinions brought forward by the majority of VUC debaters.
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[subsection]





The gymnasium rocked and bulged on a recent Friday evening when over two hundred students and visitors packed in to hear the first debate of the year: "That the present foreign policy of the Soviet Union is a menace to world peace." Nigel Taylor, newly elected chairman, appealed to the interjectors to be witty and apposite. Professor Lipson, the club's new president, judged the speakers. It was soon evident that the audience was getting far more fun than the debaters, who were subjected to torrents of wisecracks, inevitably followed by loud, raucous laughter.





[image: Kevin O'Brien]

Kevin O'Brien





Mr. O'Brien, vigorous and confident, opened with concise definitions and then proceeded to divide his subject into three rather arbitrary sections—military, economic and co-operative of which his seconder was to take the second. His main criticism centred round the suspicion that is aroused by the Soviet policy of creating a circle of buffer states, of refusing to pool vital Information, and adopting an obstructive policy in UNO. Since he reduced his speed Mr. O'Brien has become a plausible and interesting speaker.



Mr. Orr showed that the foreign policy of any country is connected with its economic policy, and inferred from this that Russia's protectorates are being exploited to provide for the domestic policy of expansion of industry. His manner of presentation was too restrained for such a boisterous audience.
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Floor Speakers
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Unknown Octet Write Extrav., '46




Unknown Octet Write Extrav., '46



When R. L. Meek, Victoria's brilliant Extrav.-producing machine over the last eight years, declined to create another masterpiece for 1946, it was evident that no single man could assume the magic mantle thus left 'vacant. Instead, a group of eight gathered together, none of them feeling the light of genius on their brows, but all enthusiastic to see the tradition carried on. The result is imperfect, beyond a doubt, but lessons of former years have not been discarded lightly, and the gags, drawn from such diverse spots on the earth's surface as a brothel in Trieste, or an officers' club in Hongkong, are well up to standard.


The opus has taken the form of a political phantasy on the basis of another phantasy, Peter Pan. The authors, by the exercise of a little ingenuity and dramatic freedom, have been able to embody in the script most of the important personages and happenings in the world today. UNO figures large in the first act, with Windy Bevin playing a doubtful role as protagonist for peace, particularly within the British Empire, which, as one of the lyrics announces, "shows signs of fission."


The second act focuses attention on the scene in the Never Never Land, which, strangely enough, is intended to represent New Zealand. Hither Peter Pan has brought the main characters on the UNO stage, so that they may see how things are done in an enlightened democracy. Unfortunately, us often happens, the class does not want to show off in front of the inspector, and far from a peaceful, idyllic atmosphere, the gentlemen from UNO find themselves surrounded by pirates, headed by Captain Sidook, backed by the Associated Chambers of Horrors, poisoned election cakes, Commodiles and other gruesome paraphernalia which make UNO seem like a Sunday school picnic in comparison. From this point the action proceeds with many dramatic incidents and pointed allusions to the preservation of Peter's life by the activities of the Commodile, who gobbles up the Pirate Chief with obvious enjoyment.


At this juncture the story would not be complete without the interpolation of an atomic bomb, and accordingly the authors have allowed one to be introduced, but, unlike the real thing, this particular lump of uranium 235 is of a metaphysical nature and ushers in the third act, which purports to take place in Heaven. Here we have another Peter (but still saying Domin-i-on), who happens to be in possession of the keys. The rest of the plot will easily be discerned by the astute reader. Suffice it to say that the play ends with a rousing chorus which will allow the audience to go home with a feeling of satisfaction, and the cast to get to the backstage keg with a genuine thirst.
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No Man's Land







No Man's Land





Masculinity Replies


Dear Sir,—For some time now I have been painfully aware of a fault characteristic of many 'Varsity women. I read with interest an article in the latest edition of "Salient" decrying our New Zealand masculinity. This has provided the motivation for putting my observations to paper. I should like to point out hastily that this letter is not by way of reply: the perpetuation which we read evoked only the sneers it deserved.


I do not decry the woman who smokes or the woman who drinks; such habits show rather a pleasing disregard for convention and prim great-aunts. But I am appalled by the woman who natters.


God save me from a prattling woman! For there is no redeeming virtue in nattering. A man who gurgles in egotistical vein is at least achieving something; he is satisfying a very human urge—the urge of self-assertion. If a prattling woman attempted similar tactics she might be of some interest. But, no; she doesn't even satisfy this desire. Usually she finds after half-an-hour's beating about the bush that she has either lost her bearings or lost her man. But, damn it, she never loses her breath.



—Yours truly,



One of the Three.








* * *


Dear Sir,—I wish to lodge an objection. Is "Salient" so short of worthwhile copy that it is forced to fall back on such a brainless monstrosity as was published last week under the title of '"Trenchant Vituperation of NZ Masculinity"? Was the Editor deceived by such a blatant Fraud as this? Or is he merely fishing for protests?


Not that this protest is directed against the conclusions reached by the writer. On the contrary, it is refreshing to see such humility and self-criticism from a young man—for that the writer was such must be, obvious even to the most myopic. But to accept it as the opinion of a woman of the world, Keif-respecting or not, is simply ridiculous.


To my mind there is one paragraph that locates the writer beyond shadow of doubt. Who else but an inhabitant of Weir House would suggest that a woman of the world, however great her experimental curiosity, could endure the attentions of 86 Weir House students in order to decide that three of them had an amorous technique? That brands the article. But the whole thing is couched in terms foreign to a feminine vocabulary, and proclaims itself at every word a more than tedious hoax.



—
Sarah.








* * *


Dear Sir,—I suppose your letter-box will be stuffed full of replies from men all over the college denying this and that; but I don't want to deny anything. I just want to complain.


As an average Weir House man I have to agree we lack technique. Coming from the country we are naturally a bit shy of women. If I were to meet such a sophisticated woman as Unsigned must be, I'm sure I'd be very fascinated but not know what to do with her at all.


My complaint is about the suggestion that we should be ashamed of 
[
unclear: not] having a technique. That callous word belongs to an attitude quite foreign to us simple fellows. We feel there are more manly things in life than love-making. What about the clean, healthy, exhilarating things such as shouting at the top of one's voice, eating an apple, or having a cold shower?


I think I can speak for most of us in this: we may be rough; but we are Men, and proud of it.



—Yours faithfully.



G. S. Bogle.








* * *


Dear Sir.—With reference to the article on Masculine Technique; "Me-thinks the lady (?) doth protest too much." But it seems that she ought to know.



—
Taffy.









Information Booklet


Dear Sir,—In view of comments on the non-appearance of the Information Booklet for Freshers, some explanation is necessary.


Material for the booklet was called for early in December. An agreement was made with the publishers that if the material was handed over by January 20 they would have it ready for distribution by February 20. By January 1, half of the reports were still outstanding and fresh contact was therefore made with all secretaries. There were several clubs who apparently did not intend to make Freshers aware of their existence.


When January 20 came reports were still missing, but as some were definitely promised, I held up the booklet a week longer. The material was finally handed over one week later, sufficient to upset the printer's schedule.


Six club reports have been reprinted from the previous year and are likely to contain inaccurate information. Students—the next time you elect a secretary, please take an intelligent interest and remember that a sense of responsibility is a desirable qualification.




—Yours faithfully.



Margaret I. Mc
Kenzie.


(For SCM Executive.)

(Abridged.—Ed.)









Fine Writing For Plebs


Dear Sir,—We students are the future leaders of society and as such must realise our responsibilities. So we owe much to R.G.C. for his "Objection" in the last issue of "Salient."


As R.G.C. says, it is my duly as a writer to tell you about "the significant movement of our time." Unfortunately he seems a little hazy as to what it is and mentions "the world-wide struggle of the masses of people to whom we belong." However, these are very common phrases nowadays, and I feel sure that beneath these veiled terms he is subtly referring to the Managerial Revolution. Of course we all want a happy classless society, but only the most naive optimism would assume that because Capitalism is dying, the ideal People's State is arriving. In fact, it is obvious that control of the world is passing into the hands not of the People but, of the big Managers—the technicians and administrators in business and government. This is the significant movement of our time. Let literature express it!


Standing firmly alongside R.G.C., I say: "Tell the People!"




—Yours, etc.,



Pro Bono Publico or 
Panem Et. Circenses.










[image: '... Science Students can't afford to gamble-and lose!' With 14,000 technical books published each year, your chances of even hearing of the latest books on your particular subject are small, and your prospects of obtaining them through an ordinary bookseller remote. At best it will be a gamble and science students can't afford to gamble—and lose! We don't claim to hear of all those 14,000 new technical books each year; but we usually know those that will suit you best. That's part of our business—that and to get them for you at reasonable prices. TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS LTD. 22-24 BRANDON STREET. WELLINGTON. PHONE 45-108 Publishers of the "N.Z. Electrical Journal"]




[image: COLE & CO. WASTE RAG MERCHANTS 23a Martin Square Wellington * FOR DISPOSAL OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD OR WASTE RAGS - - - DON'T BURN THEM. * PHONE 50-843 We will Collect, Weigh and Pay on your Door Step, in City or Suburbs.]




[image: The phyllis Bates School HANNAH'S BUILDING LAMBTON QUAY * BALLROOM DANCING FOR PRIVATE LESSONS AND CLASSES QUALIFIED MALE AND FEMALE TEACHERS Telephone 41-684 for full information.]
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[image: V.U.C. DRAMA CLUB presents Mr. BOLFREY Concert Chamber 5th and 6th April BOX PLANS D.I.C.]




[image: SORE THROAT BAD BREATH ? Gargle or Rinse with Morsan for quick Relief. Buy with Confidence from your Chemist! MORSAN THE INSTANT ANTISEPTIC BRITISH LABORATORIES (G. W. Lawrance) 80 JERVOIS QUAY, WELLINGTON]
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Masculinity Replies


Dear Sir,—For some time now I have been painfully aware of a fault characteristic of many 'Varsity women. I read with interest an article in the latest edition of "Salient" decrying our New Zealand masculinity. This has provided the motivation for putting my observations to paper. I should like to point out hastily that this letter is not by way of reply: the perpetuation which we read evoked only the sneers it deserved.


I do not decry the woman who smokes or the woman who drinks; such habits show rather a pleasing disregard for convention and prim great-aunts. But I am appalled by the woman who natters.


God save me from a prattling woman! For there is no redeeming virtue in nattering. A man who gurgles in egotistical vein is at least achieving something; he is satisfying a very human urge—the urge of self-assertion. If a prattling woman attempted similar tactics she might be of some interest. But, no; she doesn't even satisfy this desire. Usually she finds after half-an-hour's beating about the bush that she has either lost her bearings or lost her man. But, damn it, she never loses her breath.



—Yours truly,



One of the Three.
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[Letter from Sarah to Salient Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946]




* * *


Dear Sir,—I wish to lodge an objection. Is "Salient" so short of worthwhile copy that it is forced to fall back on such a brainless monstrosity as was published last week under the title of '"Trenchant Vituperation of NZ Masculinity"? Was the Editor deceived by such a blatant Fraud as this? Or is he merely fishing for protests?


Not that this protest is directed against the conclusions reached by the writer. On the contrary, it is refreshing to see such humility and self-criticism from a young man—for that the writer was such must be, obvious even to the most myopic. But to accept it as the opinion of a woman of the world, Keif-respecting or not, is simply ridiculous.


To my mind there is one paragraph that locates the writer beyond shadow of doubt. Who else but an inhabitant of Weir House would suggest that a woman of the world, however great her experimental curiosity, could endure the attentions of 86 Weir House students in order to decide that three of them had an amorous technique? That brands the article. But the whole thing is couched in terms foreign to a feminine vocabulary, and proclaims itself at every word a more than tedious hoax.



—
Sarah.
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[Letter from G.S. Bogle to Salient Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946]




* * *


Dear Sir,—I suppose your letter-box will be stuffed full of replies from men all over the college denying this and that; but I don't want to deny anything. I just want to complain.


As an average Weir House man I have to agree we lack technique. Coming from the country we are naturally a bit shy of women. If I were to meet such a sophisticated woman as Unsigned must be, I'm sure I'd be very fascinated but not know what to do with her at all.


My complaint is about the suggestion that we should be ashamed of 
[
unclear: not] having a technique. That callous word belongs to an attitude quite foreign to us simple fellows. We feel there are more manly things in life than love-making. What about the clean, healthy, exhilarating things such as shouting at the top of one's voice, eating an apple, or having a cold shower?


I think I can speak for most of us in this: we may be rough; but we are Men, and proud of it.



—Yours faithfully.



G. S. Bogle.
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[Letter from Taffy to Salient Vol. 9, No. 3. April 13, 1946]




* * *


Dear Sir.—With reference to the article on Masculine Technique; "Me-thinks the lady (?) doth protest too much." But it seems that she ought to know.



—
Taffy.
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Information Booklet


Dear Sir,—In view of comments on the non-appearance of the Information Booklet for Freshers, some explanation is necessary.


Material for the booklet was called for early in December. An agreement was made with the publishers that if the material was handed over by January 20 they would have it ready for distribution by February 20. By January 1, half of the reports were still outstanding and fresh contact was therefore made with all secretaries. There were several clubs who apparently did not intend to make Freshers aware of their existence.


When January 20 came reports were still missing, but as some were definitely promised, I held up the booklet a week longer. The material was finally handed over one week later, sufficient to upset the printer's schedule.


Six club reports have been reprinted from the previous year and are likely to contain inaccurate information. Students—the next time you elect a secretary, please take an intelligent interest and remember that a sense of responsibility is a desirable qualification.




—Yours faithfully.



Margaret I. Mc
Kenzie.


(For SCM Executive.)

(Abridged.—Ed.)
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Ex-Servicemen form Association to Serve Special Needs




Ex-Servicemen form Association to Serve Special Needs





About seventy returned servicemen were present at the meeting called in the Gym. to discuss the possibility and desirability of forming an organisation of ex-servicemen at VUC. Mr. Taylor opened the meeting and Mr. Higgin was later elected chairman for the evening.


During the discussion it was obvious that two main points were at issue. Firstly, should all ex-servicemen, home as well as returned, be included in the proposed organisation, and secondly, should an official branch of the RSA be formed at VUC. As the USA will only have official truck with returned men the second point was more or less dependent on the first.


The meeting showed itself gratifyingly free from any of the petty parochialism and service snobbery so often associated with ex-service organisations and decided by an overwhelming majority to include all ex-servicemen in the society. It was further decided that no official branch of the RSA be set up but it was suggested by Mr. Taylor that the RSA would receive any representations from a student ex-service body in a kindly spirit, if it was decided to enlist their aid in the righting of some specific grievance. Also as there were about 500 ex-servicemen at VUC, any pronouncement made by such a body would be listened to with respect.


It was unanimously agreed that the framing of a constitution be left to an interim committee, and that they should report back to a meeting of all ex-servicemen at the earliest opportunity. The interim committee was elected as follows:—


	
Chairman: Mr. Higgin.

	
Secretary: Mr. Dowrick.

	
Committee: Mr. Taylor, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Falconer, Mr. Murray.








Gramophone Club


At the AGM of the Gramophone Club, held in C6 on March 14, the following committee, subject to the approval of the Principal, was nominated to superintend the working of the Carnegie gramophone:


Neil Mountier, Nell Casey, Baska Goodman, Jocelvn McMullian, Gwenda Martin. Gordon Orr. Eric Hall. Bill Ord, George Eiby, Margaret Richardson, Eric Palmer, Marie-Louise Nin-otte, Lyster Paul, Margaret Roff.


The club secretary for the year is Pauline Michael. The meeting also carried a motion that Godfrey Wilson be appointed publicity manager.






Let's Make Music


The activities of the Music Makers' Club
 shows sign of being on a much larger scale this year. The College seems to be coming more aware of this small group of music lovers, and because of tills expansion, It was decided at the Annual general meeting on March 21 to increase the committee to six members instead of last year's four. The following officers were elected:—


	
President: Pauline Michael.

	
Secretary: Jocelyn McMullian.

	
Treasurer: Nell Easy.

	
Committee: Annette Myers, Beryl Taylor, Elizabeth Milward, Jane Florance, Leone Pascoe.
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Biol. Soc. Seeks Better Attendance




The Biological Society held its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, March 26, and from the dozen or so present the following officers were elected:—


	
President: Pat Hoggard.

	
Sec.-Treas: Lionel Anderson.

	
Committee: Mary Land, Margaret Ross, Ted Bradstock.




After the meeting, Dr. Hamilton of the DSIR gave a talk on "Herd Improvement Methods" and though in the main statistical, this was nevertheless interesting. We were only sorry that there were so few to hear Dr. Hamilton even if they were enthusiastic. Last year the society had a relatively large membership and we hope that next time a speaker is invited to the College there will be a great many more interested students.






A Lying Jade


Rumour is a lying jade, but the fickle lady hath it that a Jack Rabbit, zealous History II Co-ed., bowed low with the more exclusive ennui of her sedentary entertainment, repaired to a distressingly inanimate typewriter and poured out heart and unblushing soul to the extent of two foolscap pages, which she unhesitatingly forwarded to the ever-amazed Editor of "Salient." Further to this unreliable information it is said that despite the acrimonious counsel of his sub-editors, the latter body with equal tenacity had the script in question duly printed and published with the consequent upheaval of University ethics and Victorian morals. Revolution in the raw was averted, however, by the swift and bloodless action of "Salient" sleuths, who with but a postage stamp and a rouge finger-print as available clues, rapidly hounded the culprit to a metropolitan Coffee Shoppe.


To alleviate reciprocal action, counter-espionage agents are reported to be working triple shift until possibilities of civic repercussion are gone. It Is understood that notwithstanding Imperial intervention "Salient" will continue to appear as before in the Main Hall on Wednesday, on the lunch table on Thursday, and at Moa Point by the week-end.






Chemistry Society


The Annual General Meeting of the Chemistry Society was held on Thursday. March 15, in the Biology Lecture Room.


There was a large attendance and the following officers were elected for the current year:—


	
President: A. G. McDiarmid.

	
Secretary-Treasurer: G. S. Saxton.

	
Committee: B. Marsh, R. M. Dickson, A. R. Caverhill, W. Johnston.




It was hoped that if the attendance at the future meetings be as large it will be profitable for the Society and its members to invite guest speakers to deliver addresses throughout the year. Following the general business some films of a general scientific interest were shown by Mr. H. D. C. Waters.


The evening concluded with supper.
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Trampers Take Long Easy Route to Mt. Wainui




A baker's dozen of variously attired trampers assembled at the Wellington railway station on Sunday, 24th, intent on catching the Paekakariki train. A short distance along the road brought them to the turn-off, where the campaign of attack was discussed. To do the short steep route slowly or the long, easy route quickly—that was the question. At last the momentous decision was taken—they took the long way slowly. After a short 21-hour geology discourse they reached the summit of this truly awe-inspiring peak. The view was certainly worth climbing to see. Egmont and Ruapehu in the north, Tapuaenuku in the south and all the major Tararua peaks were revealed to them. Some of the more primitive among the party showed their inheritance of anthropoidian tendencies by gymnastics on the trig while ostensibly in search of a better view. The party then split up, the more enthusiastic pioneering a new and faster route, while the rest set out the way they had come. Unfortunately these too, owing to unforeseen circumstances, tried a new way down. The road was reached some hours later and despite thumbing and winning feminine smiles they had to walk to the station. The tired and weary party dissolved on the station intent on the one thing dear to all trampers—
Food.






Camera Club


The first meeting of the year is called for April 8. Business is election of, officers, followed by a talk by Geoff Perry on "Portraiture."


Every owner of a camera is urged to join up. Film will be in greater supply this year, and new cameras will start coming on to the market in about six months.


The Camera Club will give you that extra lift that raises your shots out of the snapshot class into the exhibition group.






VUC Swords Club


At the annual general meeting of the VUC Swords Club the following officers were elected:—


	
Club Captain: Pix Hurrell.

	
Vice-Captain: Stewart Cathie.

	
Secretary-Treasurer: Graham McArley.

	
Committee: Miss B. M. Adams. Peter Hampton and Ray Sutherland.




Mr. Norman Dickson was elected a life member of the club in recognition of his sterling services in setting the club on its feet and in appreciation of his services as honorary instructor.


Over thirty attended the meeting, including twenty prospective new members. An exhibition bout was staged for the benefit of the newcomers, to give them some idea of the sport, and to disillusion those who thought that they were in for an easy time.


Owing to a shortage of equipment, both new and second-hand, the club will unfortunately have to limit membership until further supplies come to hand.


However, despair not, you would-be swordsmen, further supplies are on the way. The Gym. may yet see the day when it will quake to the rhythm of "parry quatre, riposte, parry six, straight attack," expounded by a hundred exponents of the art.
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Varsity to Field fight Rugby Teams This Season



With the puling at the annual meeting of the Wellington Rugby Union, of a resolution reconstituting the senior competition on the same lines as in 1939, namely 12 teams, the University 1st XV reverted to its pre-war status. For the Club this reconstitution is indeed timely as many former players have returned from overseas and there is every indication that the "boys in green," when they take the field this year will hold their own with the best in the senior competion. Club stalwarts are hopeful of seeing the several wooden spoons, collected during the war years, replaced this season by the respective competition cups.


As was pointed out by Mr. J. H. Parker, senior coach, at the successful annual meeting of the Club, University was probably more affected by the war than any other Wellington Club, since practically all of its players fell within the overseas military age groups. The tide now turns, however, and with over 150 students having already notified their intention to play regularly, and with more likely to turn up shortly, there is every reason for optimism.


Probably eight teams (as compared with last year's five) will be fielded, in the senior A and B, Junior A and B, Third A, B, and C and the Fourth grade competitions, respectively. The latter entry, Fourth, has become possible through the raising of the age limit to 18 years 6 months as at 1st April, 1948. An appeal to play for this team is made to all younger students who may have decided not to play this year owing to the previous necessity to compete in the higher grades.


The first general club practice excellently attended, was recently held in the College gymnasium, where similar practices will be held during the next few weeks on Wednesday evenings commencing at 8.5 p.m. Actual inter-team game practices on Prince of Wales Park will be held on Saturday afternoons. April 6 and 13, prior to the commencement of Wellington Rugby Union Competitions.


The Carterton trip on Easter Saturday, as detailed on notice boards, promises well.


Enthusiasm and keenness has pervaded all aspects of Club activities to date this year. This must continue. Regular practices by every member of every team will prove the secret of the Club's success or otherwise in the 1946 season.
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Mien's 100 yds. Freestyle Championship: 1, K. Staples; 2, P. Murphy; 3, D. West. Time: 671/3, secs.

	
331/3 yds. Open Handicap: 1, J. Holden (6); 2, A. Radford (6); 3, Jan Caselberg (4). Time: 232/3 secs.

	
100 yds. Breaststroke Handicap: 1, L. Piper (5); 2, B. Knowles (6); 3, Catherine Eichelbaum (go). Time: 883/5 secs.

	
50 yds. Women's Championship: 1, Pat Cummins; 2, Marget MoKenzie; 3, an Caselberg. Time: 332/5 secs.

	
Fresher's Scratch, Width and Back: 1, A. Middleton; 2, D. Holthouse; 3, L. Piper.

	
Men's 50 yds. Freestyle: 1, D. Row; 2, D. Holthouse; 3, D. Berry: Time: 262/5; secs.

	
Plunge: 1, Jan Caselberg; 45 feet 11 inches.

	
100 yds. Backstroke: 1, D. Berry; 2, C. Clere; 3, Jan Caselberg.

	
Feet-First Race: 1, Catherine Eichelbaum; 2, C. Clere; 3, J. Holden.

	
Interlaculty Relay: (4×331/3) 1, Law and Commerce (Murphy, Grace, Bennet, West);. 2, Science; 3, Arts. Time: 752/3 secs.

	
Dive: 1, Marget McKenzie; 2, Catherine Eichelbaum, Jan Caselberg, J. Holden.
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AGM Report Min. Rifle Club



After hopes in the early part of the season for a large club membership, the committee was disappointed to see the membership taper to some dozen regular members. It is hoped that in the 1946 season competitions within the club wilt be arranged such as to hold the enthusiasm of the less successful shots.



Two teams were entered for both an NZMRA "Own Start" competition and the local WMRA "C" grade inter-club competitions. Although no great success was attained, the committee feels that the experience gained by the younger members will stand them in good stead in subsequent competitions.


On account of the late starting of the WMRA competitions, it was found necessary for both teams to default all matches immediately prior to and during finals examinations. Consequently a large number of points were lost as this covered some four matches. The committee is assured, however, that such a step will not be necessary this year as an earlier commencement date is expected.


Ammunition has been the biggest question for the past year and rationing was imposed early in the year, but the new season finds us with some 2,000 rounds on hand and hope for the loosening of the import of target ammunition in the coming season.


Throughout the year the standard of shooting improved considerably and in some of the later matches a number of members had reached "A" Grade scoring. Easter tournament, 1945, was held in Wellington and through the courtesy of the Ngaio-Onslow Club, the 100 yards range near Ngaio was used. Weather conditions were most favourable and some good scoring was seen.


The following committee was elected at the annual general meeting for 1946:


	
President: G. A. Peddle.

	
Chairman: John Ziman.

	
Vice-Chairman: Geoff Streeter.

	
Sec.-Treasurer: D. S. Milnes.

	
Committee: Jean Priest, Derek Manchester.




Shoots are held on Tuesdays, commencing at 7-30 p.m. at the Buckle Street Range and attendances this year have been very encouraging.


Our President. Mr. G. A. Peddle, has kindly donated a cup which will be called the Peddle Cup and the rules governing the award set down in the club rules. Mr. Peddle also intends that a small annual trophy held by the winner shall be awarded. The trophy rules require the highest aggregate from five out of eight shoots, one of which to be a compulsory outdoor shoot.
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Over seventy VUC students leave for Christchurch on Easter Thursday to take part in the biggest sports meeting in New Zealand, the New Zealand University Tournament.


Seven sports are represented: track and field, boxing, tennis, shooting, rowing, swimming and women's basketball. This year, for the first time, there will be track and field events for women, which, even if no startling performances are registered, will at least help towards evening the balance between the sexes. Debating for the Joynt Scroll used to be at Easter up till 15 years ago, but the general air of levity, together with the vegetable surplus, resulted in debating being held over for a quieter time.




Lerity is a feature of Tournament. On Easter Saturday Last year Evan de 
[
unclear: Beary] dived into Thorndon Baths and swam a length fally colthed, for a bet of £1. When he got out he found the stakes had been doubled.


"Mac" Miller led the Otago hakas with such vim that he was reduced to a whisper and his lecture class of dental nurses were given drawing instead.


The four main colleges compete, Massey students forming part of the VUC team and Lincoln joining the CUC team. There has been a move to admit Massey to Independent status, hut apart from the difficulty of billets, finance, and rowing, the Tournament committee doubted whether the organisation could be handled satisfactorily until Massey achieved a higher proportion of degree or third and fourth year students.


Since 1902 Tournament has been run by a committee of eight, two delegates from each college. Amongst wellknown ex-delegates are Mr. Justice Smith; Chancellor of the University, and Mr. G. F. Dixon, today president of many VUC clubs.


Some years back VUC presented a carved wooden spoon ornamented with paua shell for the college gaining least points. Time and again the bread we cast upon the waters has returned to us, in the form of that same wooden spoon. Last year, as the trophy case pathetically showed, we won this spoon and the athelties' wooden spoon as well—the only trophies to come to VUC. There is, of course, the first boxing shield which we won in 1941. the last time it was competed for. In 1945 the Ilott Boxing Shield replaced the earlier trophy, which no longer held space for shields.


Another notable prize is the Horn Trophy, won by the team whose members can quaff fastest; one handle apiece containing, of all things, beer. The idea that the contest is based on quantity, not speed, is a popular misconception.


Eligibility is based on attendance at lectures last year, and on your belonging to VUC clubs. Freshers can compete in Winter Tournament, but not in Faster, because we have found in the past that some people will put up with three or four weeks' lectures for the sake of going to Tournament, and then never come near the University again.


Several national champions are taking lectures at the college but will not be eligible for the Tournament team, either because they are freshers or because they do not belong to the VUC club.






Women's Hockey


The crowded and enthusiastic annual general meeting of the Women's Hockey Club showed that interest in the club has not declined. Officers were elected as follows:—
Patron, Mr. B. kean 
President, Mr. G. Dixon; 
Vice-President. Mesdames Fell. Richardson and Naylor. Misses Charles, Barker and Dr. Filmer. 
Club Capt. Ruth Russell; 
Sec. Frances Fyfe; 
Treas., Christine Spencer: 
Committee, Vivienne Rich. Daisy Filmer and a Fresher member to be elected.


A vote of thanks was passed in appreciation of the work and leadership or the retiring Club Captain, Daisy Filmer. Those who, owing to the new ruling of the NZU Winter Tournament Committee, are ineligible for Tournament are forming a "Grad's" team. The club hopes to field five teams this year. VUC Blues were awarded to the following: Jean Miller. Marion Kiddle. Nan Thompson, Ruth Russell, Una Renner.


Practices will be held in the Gym. from 6-8 on Thursdays and it is hoped to arrange a pactice on Kelburn Park 1-2 p.m. on Tuesdays. All beginners are especially welcome.
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Fresher's Tennis Tournament Played in Fine Weather



This auspicious occasion, March 9, 1946, was remarkable for the unusual amount of health-giving rays cast onto the VUC tennis courts by "Ole Man Sun" in an overwhelming fit of generosity. Those who recall last Tournament will remember spending a goodly portion of the afternoon dancing to the tune of gentle rain. This year the weather was perfect and we are wondering how much it cost the club in bribes.


Alas—many eyes had lost the first flush of youth and were clouded and blear for was this not indeed "the morning after the night before?" This was emphasised by the fact that people who were (a) too young and innocent and (b) too conscientious, to attend Freshers' Welcome, carried the day at tennis. Those hardy few who were able to survive both did not show particular brilliance on the court—perhaps they did their dash the night before!—'miff said!!! Anyway the talent obviously came from those who had had an early night, though one must confess sadly, that talent was not particularly obvious in any way.


Unfortunately (??) the Tennis Club is always endowed with a "super" abundance of men and this Saturday was no exception. Women 
[
unclear: were] in a minority and those men who were not on the spot right from the start found themselves 
[
unclear: nartnered] by their own sex. Perhaps they were the lucky ones, however, as the women failed to show championship tennis form and two men carried off the laurels alter a finals victory over Mary Land and her partner. Those who are friends of Mary's would like to know her secret. Vitamins? concentration? or was it hypnotic influence? Rut perhaps we are misjudging Miss Land. Perhaps behind that scholastic brain lies the makings of a tennis champ.


But, back to the more serious side, all thanks are due to Miles O'Connor for the success of the afternoon—without him we would have been lost. It is time the club realised that we cannot expect miracles without support and what we need is support—more support—and still more support. There is still about £10 to be raised for the WLTA Central Park Courts; here we must mention the worthy effort of Loris Webley at the welcome the night before, to wit, a six 
[
unclear: nny] raffle for a dozen beer which netted a clear six pounds profit. Well done Loris! we 
[
unclear: sincerely] hope that the winner finally caught up with her and claimed the prize.
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Varsity Eleven Seems Assured of Ultimate Success





Varsity Senior XI has now put itself into such a strong position for Senior Cricket honours that it seems impossible to dethrone it.



Since the last review in "Salient," the team has played Petone and commenced its final and epoch making game against Karori.


Petone scored 191 and VUC with three wickets for 28 were in a spot of trouble which caused much parochial cheering from Hutt supporters, upon whose grounds the match was played, and whose own team was one point behind varsity. A fine stand of 87 between Oakley 48, and Larkin 52, and Colquhon 28, enabled Varsity to pass Ketone's score with only five wickets down.


At the beginning of the last game against Karori, Varsity still required victory in this match to clinch the competition. On the first day, by running up the grand tally of 386 for 9. the XI played itself Into an exceedingly strong position.


Vance 49 and Larkin 46 paved the way for this score, though with five wickets down for 149 Varsity did not look like making a big score. Oakley and Beard, however, added 79. and Oakley "took complete charge of the Karori attack and went on to make a fine 110."


A spirited 35 not out by Dick Wilde gave the final polish to Varsity's great knock which was well supported by the public and the usual small but vociferous gathering of noble Varsity supporters.


This final game is to be completed on April 6 at the Basin when Karori will have to make a bold bid to catch Varsity's 386.


In conclusion, it seems regrettable that the Wellington selectors did not see fit to include a Varsity representative in the team against the Australians. Wellington's batting exhibition, however, acts as a solace as does the remark, not infrequently heard from the crowd, that the Varsity team would show better batting than Wellington was turning on.






Hockey AGM


The 46th AGM of the Hockey Club held last week was not largely-attended, but a good season is indicated by the enthusiasm of members present, including a good number of returned men. The senior teams especially will benefit from the latter, and a large number of freshers is expected for the junior teams.


Officers were elected as follows:—


	
Patron: Mr. G. F. Dixon.

	
President: Mr. Justice Smith.

	
Vice-presidents: Messrs. A. M. Cousins, C. H. Hain, S. Eichelaum, S. Castle, N. R. Jacobson, J. L. McDuff, F. L. Newcombe, A. B. Dixon, G. Shaw, D. Beresford, S. N. Braith-waite.

	
Club Captain: Ken Kiddle.

	
Hon. Sec.: Norm. Towns.

	
Hon. Treas.: R. W. Standard.

	
Committee: Messrs. Ives. Nash. Johnstone, Ting.
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS LTD.

2224 BRANDON STREET, WELLINGTON. PHONE 45108
Publishers of the “N.2. lecrcal Jourmal
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WASTE RAG MERCHANTS

233 Martin Square

Wellington i
FOR DISPOSAL OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD OR
WASTE RAGS - - - DON'T BURN THEM.

PHONE 50-843

‘We will Collect, Weigh and Pay
on your Door Step,
in City or Suburbs.






