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Let’s Liven Up
Our Faculties

Every student, at some stage in his career, finds occasion to groan

about something, whether it be because of
by two marks in last term’s Greek mystery paper,
Stulpnagel's glass eye in Harmony Il

he can't stand the rolling of Dr.

the way he was quinced
or simply because

Generally, if the groan is only a small one, it fizzles itself out in the

‘gasworks and hot air division of the Common Room.
hand, it may become an incubus of terrible domination,

On the other
racking the

student's waking hours and reducing him to a condition of nervous

impotency.

In such case, if he is sufficiently independent,

our under-

‘graduate hies off with his grievance to his professor, and lays the

whole “weary story before him.

The. latter interrupts

his work of

cooking up-anooters for the weekly test, hears his alumnus with kindli-

acss, and sends him away happy.

But all professors and their ilk are
axceptionally busy men, especially in
these days of classes a hundred strong,
.and many students are reluctant to
approach them with problems in this
personal, barge-in-barge-out way. So
for' every personal problein which is
brought to the teacher’s notice, there
are probably a8 hundred more unsolved
simmering and stewing In the minds
of his back-benchers, upsetting their
application and reducing the eficfency

of thelr work,

The Solution!

Realising that there is nothing more'

annoying to the student than these
nigeling problems which can only be
settled by discussion between pupil
and teacher, some members of the pre-
sent student executive long ago came
to the conclusion that there should be
provision in the College's academic
constitution for regular formal discus-
gion of problems between students ana
staff, and the idea of Faculty Commit-
tecs composed of representatives of
both bodites was envisaged. In this
respect, Victoria, which has acquired
the reputation of being perhaps the
most intellectually progressive of the
New Zealand Colleges, was well behind
Auckland and the Australian Univer-
sities. _

So the subject was proposed to the
Executive, a sub-committee was set up
o outline the scheme and collate in-
formation - from -institutions where
‘nese student-staff committees are

nectioning successfully, and a report

as submitted recommending that the
system be introduced in our own col-
lege if students are sufficiently of e
opinion that it will be of assistance to
them. This opinion can be ascertainea
at a general meeting to be held soon
after the first term begins, but the
purpose of this article is generally to
introduce the subject and to

students an idea of what faculty cng

mittees are, and how they work.

In brief, their purpose is, of course,
to foster co-operation between staft
and students. I'm a-university, where
the teacher’s function tends to be of

a more advisory nature than in earlier—

educational institutions, there are
clearly obvious grounds for ,such co-

operation. It is possible that students—

may have ideas about the teaching of
their subjects which could with prafit
be considered by the staff, but which
are not communicated to it for lack
of just such the opportunity which
thg proposed committees would afford.
The immediate function of the commit-
tees, therefore, would be co-operative
discussion not only on curricula as
set down in the Calendar, but also on
the method of dealing with the curri-
cula—i.e., discussion of the subjects
and of their method of presentation.

Concrete Proposals

It is proposed that students in each
department in the College should elect
three representatives to a Depart-
mental Committee, of which all mem-
bers of the department’s staff should
also be members ipso facto, and that
a quorum should consist of at least
four members. The student members
should be elected on the basis of one
each from Stage II, Stage III, and

Honours classes, the Executive having -

agreed with the opinion of the sub-
committee that the ideas of Stage I
students on subjects and methods of

teaching are not likely- to crystallize .

until the completion of their Stage 1
year. In“cases this raises heat under
freshman collars, however, it is pro-
Dosed that as soon as any Department-
al -Cominittee §s elected, it should go
o a Stage I lecture, explain its func-
tion,=#nd state that it will. take recom-
mendations, for which purpose it
should call a meeting of Stage I stu-
dents once & term. The Committees
in the normal course of events should
be elected at one of the first lectures
of the session, in the presence of a

&
Z

member of the Staff and a member of
the Executive.

Those who originally proposed this
scheme are not starry-eyed dreamers,
nor even prospectus-happy bottlenoses
rejoicing in the prospect of an intri-
cate ipfinity of new committees, all get-
ting no place fast. Equally do they
realise that the proposed institution
{s bound to fail if students don't want
it. But they are all students who have
spent several years at University, who
are familiar with the problems whicl’
arise in connection with every course,
and who feel that the closer co-opera-
tion between staff and students which
the proposed committees will provide,
will be in the best interests of every-
one in the College. When representa-
tives of students and staff can meet at
recognised regular intervals to discuss
their work and the problems arising
front it, in such a way that the point
of view not only of one or two stu-

Victsica CrtZoge, WetdirglonVZ.

Extrav Scripts
must be handed
in to the Ezxec.
Room as soon as
possible

dents but of all the students concerned
can be ascertained, progress will really
have been made in the task of making
ever greater'the place occupled by our
University in the cultural life of the
community. The sentiment inspiring
those who propose the introduction of
Faculty Committees because they wish
to see such progress made, is in the
widest sense contained in the follow-
ing words from the first report of"the
Executive's sub-committee on the ques-
tion:—

“The University is profoundly .
suited to be a model of human
educational and cultural organis-
ation. With the breaking down
of the very real barrier between
staff and students by the growth
of co-operation in a sphere of
clear mutual interest, we are on
the way to achieving such an
organisation.”

LONDON LETTER...

—by Sinbad

The food situation here is not nearly as black as one would

imagine from reading the pewspapers.
to sel] news to the public and a critical
situation is not news; it is anything out of
appeals to the imagination of the reader.
(usually) but not the whole truth.
crimes are news; sufficlency, successes,

are taken for granted.

*

The job of a newspaper is
appraisal of the whole
the ordinary which
We get the truth
Shortages, failures, mistakes,
correct declsions, honesty

In fact we are not starving. We get enough of everything to feel satis-

fied, if not bloated. The rations are
probably there are people healthier
renounce gluttony;
eat.
one wants when one wants it.
Take meat for example.

sufficlent to maintain us all in health;
now than ever before, having had to
many millions for the first time dre getting enough to
The chief difficulty is in the lack of varlety. One cannot have what
One must make do with what is avallable.

You can’t say to yourself as you're walking down, “

the street: “I'll have‘a chop for tea tonight;” that would use up your

whole week's meat ration.

But you could have rather crumby sausages,

or fish, or a tin of meat and vegetable stew, any of which would supply

the nourishment you needed, and at a comparable price.

The dlet 18 much

more fish and vegetables than the “meat-three-times-a-day’" N.Zer. is used
to. Shortage of cooking fats, also, lessens the varlety of treatment, frying,

boillng, roasting, baking, etc.
¥

This monotony is balanced to a certain extent by a wide selec-

tion of delicacies and titbits. Salmon and

nes, dried frulits,

different jams and cheeses, can' be had at reasonable prices and

with not-too great a sacrificing of rationing points.
grapes, pineap

youn can get poultry,

If you can pay
glaces, etc. To

ples, marron

make full use of these extras involves care on the part of the house-
wife, both with hér budget and her coupons.. She must declde

whether to buy first, second, or third

grade salmon, dried eggs or

sfrdines, bread or cake according to her taste and pocket. If she
is intelligent about it, she can prepare meals that will compare
favourably with those at Weir House, say, that is adequate If not

especially lnspl:ing

: Finnlly.
sacrifice of coupons.

L J

one can ‘feed In restaurants, hotels, and canteens, without
In London, Lyons *“‘Corner Houses” provide a three-

course meal for two or three shillings for as good as can be got In Wellington
at the same prices, British Restaurants, Government subsidised, give cheaper

meals with more meat.
providing a hot mid-day ipeal, also
%ﬂt people who have liv

-rather tired of it.

All schools and
with more meat.
nder these conditions for seven years should
They certainly deserve all the food that, can be sent .

most factorles have canteens
One can understand

them, But for myself, coming from a land of comparative plenty, I am not
in the'least @®orried by the prospects at least for a few yeara.—SINBAD.
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THE PHYLLIS BATES SCHOOL

FOR TUITION IN

BALLROOM DANCING

Private Lessons and Classes

PRINCIPALS:
LAWRENCE McKEE, F.F.A.T.D., M.LS.T.D. (London),

BOBBIE McKEE, M.F.A.T.D., M.N.AT.D., AIlS.TD,
(London), assisted by fully qualified staff

The
Phyllis Bates Ballroom
33 Willis Street

hTﬁlephona: 41-684 Residential: 41-462
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Announcement
A Technical Book Shop

On February 10, 1947, Technical Publications Limited, opened a shop
at 228 Lambton Quay, Wellington, to deal exclusively in technical books.
And—as before—our Book Department will continue to serve the
whole of New Zealand wlth comprehensive lists, approval facilities and
indent service.

All those needing modern books on technical subjects are invited to call
or write for detalls of our stocks. Our new manager, Mr. L. M. Larkin,
welcomes inquiries as well as orders, and the services of Mr. F. N.
Stace, D.E., who managed the Departmant from 1938-46, will be
available by nppointment,

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS LIMITED

(BOOK DEPARTMENT)

NEW 51101 POSTAL ADDRESS:
St LAMBTON QUAY, (Unchanged),
(Opposite Brandon Htreet), C.1n0. Box 1072,
PPhone: 44§-H, Telegrams: TECIUH.

WELLINGTOXN, (L

Whatever the Weather
Whatever the Occasion

For your Menswear requirements — hats,
sports coats, weatherproofs and gaberdine
rainwear, sox, dressing gowns, pyjamas and
underwear, be sure to buy the best from. ..

“The Menswear Specialists”

VANCE-VIVIAN LTD.

C UBA STREET, WELLINGTON
H1GH STREET, HUTT CITY

Temporary Staff.—Editor: W. J. CAMERON. Literary Editors: H. W.
GRETTON. MISS J. HAWTHORN. Sports Editor: MISS J. PRIEST.
Advertising Manager: H. DOWRICK. “Business Manager: K. O'BRIEN. )

Published fortnightly by the Victoria University College Students’ Aassocia-
tion and printed for them by The Commercial Printing Co. Ltd., Boulcott Avenue,

Wellington.

VOL. X & Friday,
No. 1 Feb. 28.
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A New University

In an article ‘‘Federalism or Separatismi’’ appearing in a weekly
journal some manths ago, some of the University’s most active professors
expressed their views on University organisation. Professor Gordon said
that, to- him, a University is ‘‘a community of scholars, -both young
and old, bound together in the pursuit of knowledge by the comple-
mentary activities of teaching and research.’”” In order to make our
university conform to this admirable ideal, we must have that indepen-
dence which “‘is the very lifeblood of University institutions,”” and
also the necessary machinery for closer collaboration between student
uand lecturing staff.

The Academic Board and individual professors are doing their utmost
to end the frustration which the present system offers to the brilliant
and original teacher; the Students’ Association and individual students
must put their whole effort behind.the move to establish Faculty
Committees. On the front page of this issue are the tentative prpposals.

In one University where Faculty Committees have be ' set up,
students report that the lectures, once a set of deadly digtition periods,
have now become lively, interesting and friendly becausé of agreements
reached between staff and students as to the amount of material to be
cyclostyled and distributed. There is also valuable help and advice
handed on by advanced students who ‘‘know the ropes’’ to the not
quite so fortunate freshers, ete. But even this is only a beginning,

If all students take this matter up seriously, Victoria will, soon
lose that odious title of ‘‘grown-up night-school’’ and will become that
foree in the community so much desired by staff and students alike. But
it must be realised that it is an all-in effort. The first decisive step can
be made if a large percentage of students turn up at the Special General
Meeting which, it is hoped, will be held early in the term. Individual
students may also help by submitting suggestions, possibly through the
pages of ‘‘Salient.”’

With the large classes which are expected this year, professors will
have many seemingly unsolvable problems, and it is just as vital that
there shall be an organisation for presenting these problems to the
srudent—so we may be sure that all members of the lecturing staff who
really desire University reform will be in entire support of the scheme.
So, let students and staff alike co-operate for their mutual benefit, and
we shall have a new and rejuvenated University.

Our Regrets

It is regretted that the proposed plans for a ‘‘Salient’’ weekly did
not mature. The failure was not due to any lack of enthusiasm on the
part of the editorial staff or studen{s, but entirely on account of the
Execcutive’s attitude that they were not prepared to meet the £300
snnual deficit that the paper would incur.

While this consideration of the students’ financial obligations may
be commendable, we feel that the proposed expenditure on such a venture
would be more that.outweighed by the social and cultural agdvantages
.that such a weekly publication would have. For the present and for
an indefinite time to coine, space limitation confines all published material
to the bare reports of . college activities, a small literary page, and
occasional editorial. comments and contributed articles. And in none
of these ways can the true latent literary powers of students be developed.

We can only hope that future Executives will be kinder, and perhaps
that the matter will be discussed by the college during the Annu
(General Meeting of students in July.



FILM and STAGE

Let us try

to be reasonable about the Americans.

adults had a mental age of twelve or under, and if they were really
all pathetic sex-ridden emotional wrecks, it is clear that many of the
great achievements of the United States would have been impossible.
Despite their popular films, songs and magazines, despite the
““ American way of life,”’ yet in almost every large town in the United
States individuals can be found who have reached emotional and
mental maturity: to deny t/his is sheer blindness and social chauvinism.

I mention these things lest it be
supposed that what I am going to say
is prompted by any prejudice against
America. My attitude is simply this:
that American films, music and litera-
ture, at least those supplied to us in
any great quantity, are poisonous rub-
bish which we should not import; and
that if we can’t avoid importing them,
surely we can avoid imitating them.

‘We can easily be neighbourly to our.

great ally without shamming any false
eateem. In the case of films like "The
Southerner” we should be ready to
make exceptions. A company wlde-
awake enough to engage a Frenchman
to show them how to make a& sensible
film should be given due credit.

Unfortunately we not only import
large quantities of ‘Amerlican canned
culture; we also absorb it. In our
remotest Maori villages the old chants

ve . been forgotten. A pity, but
perhaps -inevitable. 1Is it inevitable,
though, that they should be super-
seded by such songs as “Put Your
Arms Around Me, Honey,” translated
into Maori? Early in the war some
obscure Maori poet wrote a noble
battle-hymn, urging the young war-
riors to take with them, on theilr
journey across the Great Ocean of
Kiwa, the battle-cloaks of their an-
cestors. The words were Inspiring,
the conception lofty and mythopoetic;
the tune was “Gonna Lock My Heart
and Throw Away the Key.”

If this sort of thing was happening
only in New Zealand, we could regard
it as a temporary phase, and hope that
our own national culture would in
time assert itself.. But it is happening
all over the world. The British
soldiers ran the Nazis out of Africa
to the tune of “Gonna Buy Mahself a
Paper Doll to Call Mah Own.”

Fierce, class-consclous Italian parti-
sans in their mountain strongholds
crooned “Polvere di Stelle,” i.e., “Star-
Dust,” as they meditated revenge on
the invaders. In a gondola on the
Grand Canal I gazed across at the
Doge’s Palace, the Bridge of Sighs, the
- Cathedral of St. Mark, and wafted on
the wave I heard "I Got Spurs that
Jingle, Jangle, Jingle,” played by an
Italian orchestra. ~

That Is why it is so refreshing to
see a film like “The Overlanders,”
where the dialogue, the scenery, the
characters and the whole atmosphere
are Australian,
“Smithy,” we needed some reassuring.
Here there are no lofty but bogus
sentiments, no smiling through tears
such as warms the American heart and
rouses the normal gorge. When things
look black, the hero does not gaze into
a technicolour sunset and mouth a

spurious sentiment; instead he rallies'

the despairing with the words “Think
of that bonus.”

So far, our own New Zealand films
on short subjects have set a high stan-
“mt'd. When the time comes for us t

‘make our own full-length films, ley: -

us make our own mistakes, not Ameri-
can ones,—H.W.G.

After the Alm on

Macbeth

It is with some misgivings I
attempt to evaluate the recent Ngalo
Marsh production of Macbeth. I
find in discussing my Iimpressions
with others, that they are either
very enthusiastic or strongly con-
demn the performance, while I find
neither of these extremes answer my

" own lmpressions. :

The actual technicalities of produc-
tion I thought were excellent, the
settings were those of an artist, the
groupings were tastefully arranged,
the banquet scene for its simplicity
yet at the same time striking effect-
iveness must be recognised as one of
the best seen in this town for many
years. With such a background the
play moved with pace, which is, after
all, one of the most important things
in presentlng Shakespeare, for
Shakespeare played poorly is bad but
Shakespeare played dully is awful.
As a play, then, I feel it had pace,
vigour and unity, but the question I
began to ask myself at the end of the
first act was, ““Is this Macbeth as I
interpret it?- Or as it i{s commonly
interpreted? Or have I become too
conservative and resent any varylng
interpretation?"

It was largely in the question of
pace that I found myself most dis-
turbed and disappointed. The pace
was so well maintailned that the
scenes for me lacked varlation and
subtlety; they roared along at an
even tempo of desperation, Macbeth
attacking his soliloqules with almost
the same tempo he used to address
the *lily livered loon.” One instance

- whieh struck me particularly was his

‘“tomorrow and tomorrow'" speech.
He has just heard the Queen is dead;
he is, I feel, in & thoughtful mood
which is interrupted by the messen-
ger. Our Macbeth, Instead of dis-
pairing, attacked the lines with a
vicious impatience. Perhaps this is the
i:&rrtict fnterpretation but I did not
e {t.

—and his Lady -

Lady Macbeth, too, I found surpris-
jng. To me she has always been
a swiftly moving, well organised, and
intensely efficient woman, until, of
course, her breakdown.  She has
powerful passions, certainly, but they
are exultant, rising rapidly towards
intense climaxes. That was my pre-
concelved picture of Lady Macbeth,
but Instead I found a slim girl with
an amazingly deep voice giving slow
pause and emphasis to every syllable.
I cannot help feeling that had she
emphasised thoughts and not words

. ée character would have been more

conyincing.

It I8, however, only too easy to find
fault with any performance. I could
possaibly fill another column on the
way I feel Macbeth’s character should
develop from the simple soldier to
the scheming tyrant, and how I feel
that development of character was
mlissing from the play presented at
the Concert Chamber, but.2uch a neg-

If all American

- by one venlial lapse.

ative attitude is a poor reward for
the “obvious effort and sincere
“enthusiasm which must have gone
into the production which gave me
and many others an enjoyable night’s
entertainment.—J. R. McCREARY.

e g % *
The Southerner
Going to the pictures is so much
a business of twisting one or two
banal themes that when a master-
plece of production is displayed one’s
critical faculties are so blunted that
full appreciation is well nigh impos-
sible. There is little savouring of
the technical virtuosity of good
photography, skilful selection of
* soenes, the blending of contrasting
personalities into the framework of
the story.

This condition 1s engendered by a
moribund capitalist philosophy whose
raison d'etre is individual selfishness.
The moving spirit in the film world
is the box office. This disharmony
results in a false indentification of
gain with merit. Lavish spectacles
rivalling those of the Arabian Nights
are very often the main criteria of a
plcture's worth. It often appears that
Hollywood has not learned that sheer
magnitude is insufficient. Co-exist-
ent with this belief 18 the ridiculous
one whch Insists that the everyday
shall be portrayed as life among the
upper-bracket bourgeols. John Citl-
zen I8, according to screen standards,
revealed as an immutable constant,
resplendent in dinner suit, nonch-
alantly tossing down whiskies and
sodas between sentences and valiantly
striving to withstand the daring wiles
of Hay's Office Sinners.

In this welter of confusion and
peculiar unreality the screening of
the struggles and pursuits of the
average individual is an outstanding
achievement. The Southerner at-
tempts to do this and makes a good

~—c¢ontribution to knowledge on con-

temporary economic disorders. Apart
from the human interest attached to
the story of the Tuckers' hardships
the film is of particular interest in
that it reveals the conditlons under
which the poor white dnd negro
worker eke out a precarlous existence
under a degrading form of slavery.
Allegedly freedom and private enter-
prise! The Southerner Is a blurred
glimpse Into the lives of people
in the cotton lands of the States.
It is a tale of people tottering on
the breadline between starvation and
bare subsistence. This story of real
life seems quite bizarre and fantastic
by comparison with current movie
entertainment.
hard Dbitten, senile grandmother
soured by a fruitless struggle againat
a pitiless nature, though a viyid
character, nevertheless jars the
senses because of her strangeness on
the screen. A refreshing factor in
this picture is the complete absence
-.of jingoism and false sentiment.
strain under which the producer must

“ have been labouring hot to break

forth into current clinches ls shown
It occurred In
‘the rather melodramatic scene where
Tucker's neighbour, an emblttered
old misanthrope, dates him for the
pugilist’'s waltz, That brand-new
wieckédly gleaming clasp-knife really
makes one's eyes bulge and-that stan-
dard position with the villain astride
Tucker's prostrate body with the
razor-sharp knife -trembling an inch
above the heart makes one der.on
thig ways of would-be murdétrs. It
seems as though they were all {ssued
with kplves ¢ their foul purposes
from the same ghnln-store.

In this respect the

The:

-and Joseph.

*

Philosopher’s Song

I woula de glad if I could be

Less like the blasted Bourgcoisie;
Yet 1 am happy when I snooze

Or zee a film, or talk or booze.

Like you, I think it would be good
To work for human brotherhood;
And yet a girl with well-shaped knces
Disturbs my ideologies.

—ANTON VOGT.

BOOK REVIEW

Thieves in the Night. A Chronicle of
an Experiment, by Arthur Koestler,
(Published by MacMillan, London,
1946.)

The story of “Thieves in the Night"”
is placed between 1937 and the pro-
clamation of the White Paper, 19389,
whilst the experiment described there-
in concerns a collective Jewish settle-
ment, a K\rutr,ah, in Galilee, called
Ezra's Tower. The founding and
development, and consolidation of
Ezra’'s Tower, forms the framework
within which a concise analysis of the
spiritual process and ultimate fate of
certain members with “the thing to
forget,” which seems to be the driving
impulse of several of the communal
members, is given. Koestler des-
cribes how and why some of the
members ot the settfement join the
Terrorist organisation, the Irgun Zwal
Leumi. He paints a brief picture of
the efAciency of this organisation as
comupared with the peaceful modes of
compromise adopted by the Jishuv,
which eventually led to a mob riot in
Jerusalem. The opposing ideals of the
soclalist Kvutzah and the Fascistic
terrorist group are admirably demon-
strated in the dialogue between Reuben
His description of the
role of the English ecivil servant ‘of
both higher and lower ranks, and the
Arabs of both town and country, is a
realistic one, whilst the causes for the
continual immigration of Jews to
Palestine which he analyses into three
categories, heroism, materialism and
persecution, could have brought en-
lightment to thousands.

The difficuity of the book lies In

‘the coupling of fiction and fact. Nobody

nowadays will distinguish between
Koestler's dramatie inventions and the
facts. Herein lies the book’s danger.
It is all too easy for the reader to
generulize from the particular inci-
dents described_in the book. Thus,
after having read the book many
would, 'and do, erroneously conclude
that those who live in Palestine settle-
ments are sex ridden authoritarian

- manines; that the Irgun Zwai Leumi

is. a herofe band of people retaliating
only when Arabs rape Jewesses; that
the religious inhabitants of Jerusalem
are crazy neurotics; that all Arabs
are agmrinst JéWish settlements. The
general impression created by this
book is that Koestler is attracted by
the sentimentality of violence. In the
words of D. R. Elston, "the profund
purpose with which this book seems to
have set out, the purpose chronleling
The Return, Is gradually lost as the
book proceeds.” This is a modern
novel, in which an entire society, com-
posed of disparate elements is vibrant-
ly but often too convincingly, aie:t R‘.ol{.th.

e S

—

Apart from this minor blemish the
whole show was characterised by an
astonishing attention to the more un-

- pleasant facts of the soclal organism

and a finely balanced restraint in
scenes that could very easily have

been over-emotionalised.
—P. JOHANSEN.



WILL THE TRUTH PREVAIL?

—an Important Questionnaire

the community in which we live at

"The forces of reaction are well served in New Zealand by certain

sections of our "'free’’ press,

Since the last issue of Salient we have

had a recurrence of a type of virulent attack on progressive move-
ments—a type of attack which has become too commeon in this country.

New Zecalanders have advanced beyond the stage where they can
be swayed by such a violently emotional attack as was made recently
in the pages of “Truth”” on a questionnaire which was issued to sixth

form pupils at Wellington College.

Although most thinking people are
probably famillar with the circum-
stances of the case we shall briefly
reslate the main facts.

1. The “quiz” gives all the evidence
of being a carefully constructed, un-
biagsed and ecientific instrument de-
signed to discover to what degree gixth
form boys were class-consclous,

2 There was no compulgion involved
in answering the "quiz” in whole or
in part.

3. There was practically no chance
of the discovery of the ldentity -of
those who completed the questionnaire,

4. The prlor grrmission of a respon-
.aible authority (The Principal of Wel-
lington College) had been obtained.

The author of the attack claims
glibly that such an investigation “ia
a negatlon of all that democracy is
supposed to represent and all that 80]-
diers fought, suffered and died for in
World Wars 1 and I1!" If he was one
of these soldiers surely he must know
that many of those who fought anc
died in the battle against fascism were
young men within the age groups re-
presented by the sixth formers who
were invited to complete the question-
paire. Not only have they opinions of
thelr own but they are by no means
so "impressionable” as he would have
us believe. A fact sufliciently nttested
by thelr letters in reply to his rabid
criticism. .

Without being in possession of suffl-
clent facts and with a temerity found
only in the lgnorant, the anonymous
author rushes into print to attack .a
genuine and valuable attempt at gsoclal
inquiry, thereby revealing himself as
an uninformed layman with some gift
for second-rate abuse and puerile allit-
eration.

Journalese may have its claim to
recognition when used to further the
aims of the cheap sensationalism dear
to a certaln type of scribbler: it is
certainly out of place when used
merely 88 a means of demonstrating

No student may
bring liquor on to
College Premises or
into the Gymnasium.
Offenders will be
reported to the
Professorial Board
and are liable to be
“gsent down’ forth-

with. H.I. Dowrick,
| Hon. Sec. VUCSA

its author's complete failure to appreci-
ate the real value of such an investiga-
tion designed by wiser men than he.
T6 the unknown perpetrator of the
vituperative splurge under discussion,
the questionnaire is "“the product of a
tenth-rate mind with little or no rea-
soning powers.” How strange. To

those versed in the study of.psycho-

logy and sociology the questionnaire
seems to have been carefully and
sclentifically constructed. But the
opinlon of experts is apparently as
nothing compared with the appeal of
sensational "copy.”

Wot, No Classes?

But besides displaying a nalveté
which mlght b8 charming in a two-
year-old, the critic makes many asser-
tions which are quite unjustifiable. For
example, he claims that in a demo-
cratic community there should be no
classes, disregarding the fact that in

present there is not only In fact a
division of society into classes but that
that division I8 rigidly enforced—
us the labourer would soon discover if
he desired to attend a government
house ball or a garden party of the
wealthy. This despite the fact that
our journalist claims that Christ has

dignified manual labour for all time.

All the questionnalre set out to do was
to ind to what extent the pupils con-
cerned were conscious of these distinc-
tlons actually existing, and the con-
census of expert opinion is that it was
well-designed for this purpose without
in any way tending to imply the exis-
tence of such division or influence at
all the opinions of those who were
given the opportunity to answer it.
Here we may quote from a letter by
the President of the New Zealand As-
sociation of Scientific Workers—
“It (the questionnaire) was
properly designed and of a nature
by no means unsuitable for distri-
bution to senior puplls—as was
the case. The mischief from such
a questionnaire comes through
inflammatory, uninformed, intoler-
ant attack such as wad made in
the article in “Truth’s’ pages.”
Discussion with the boys concerned
proves that they understood the condi-
tions of the questionnaire; while dis-

Exchange Article
RUSSIAN RELATIONS

The following article is taken
from “‘The Dally Trojan,”” which is
the daily newspaper of the students
of the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, U.S.A. This newspaper, to-
gether with those of many other
Universities all over the world, may
be read on application to *‘Salient”
Room in the Upper Gym.

College students interested in better
Russian-American relations should
inform themselves on what is really
happening in Russia and should com-
plain to newspapers and radio stations
which misrepresent facts, said Ella
Winter in an interview with a Trojan
reporter this week.

Miss Winter, a writer and lecturer,
was in Russia for six months in 1944
as a "Mew York Post” correspondent.
Now married to Donald Ogden Stew-
art, she was the wife of the late Lin-
coln Steffens. In 1930 she visited
Russia with Sherwood Eddy and a
United States delegation and returned
to the Soviet Union In 1931 to study
social and economic changes. Upon
return from her third trip to Russia
she wrote the recently published book,
“] Saw The Russian People.”

A Lesson from Hitler

The Hitlerian lesson, “the bigger the
lie the more likely people are to be-
lieve it,” is being employed by some
of the Amerlcan press today, and big
lles are belng repeated again and
again, she sald.

“Russia is a geographical entity, a
form of soclety in which 200,000,000
people get up in the morning, eat
three meals (if they are lucky), and
tall in love and go to college, and like
theatres and dancing and are human
beings, just as you and I.

“We in this country, have to remind

ourselves of this because of the barrage
of attacks using words of high emo-
tional content,” she said.

She described “the policy abroad to
confound us with confusion.”

Commenting on Admiral William H.
Standley’s recent statement that the
Russian people did not know of the
extent of American help during the
war, Miss Winter said, “I don't know
why some American officlals say
what some American officials say.

“Everyone I met in Russia expressed
much love and appreciation to Amer-
{ca for the aid they received. Where-
ever I went, people asked me to please
tell Americans how they valued the
assistance of America and that they
boped we could be alliés in peace as
well as in war,” she added.

The Russian War Relief Association
was called the American Aid Society
in Russia, so that the people would
know America was sending help, she
sald.

The Russians are very aware thet
they helped to preserve the freedom
of the world, said Miss Winter, who
noted that nearly 25,000,000 Russians
were slain by the Nazis. ,

“The first thing the Nazis did i
most of the Russian towns they cap-
tured was to kill the librarians and
school -teachers because they were
carriers of culture,” she added.

Russia’s main weapon in the war
was secrecy; therefore correspondents
were not allowed to visit the front.
But, as a parallel to Rvasian secrecy,
she pointed out that shortly before her
trip to Russia, she tried 4o visit the
Ford plant in Detroit so that she could
Rave a basis for comparing Russian
and American factories.-Officlals in the
Ford plant told her it would be "com-
pletely impossible.”

Medical treatment In Russia is free
to everyone, according to Miss Winter.
Mothers are required to attend clinics
regularly for nihe months before until

cussion with parents indicates that
they are NOT “concerned that there
should be no repetition of this perni-
cious business.”

.It may be the policy of some papers
to attack any kind of sclentific soclal
investigation but the public Is at least
entitled to demand that they shall
previously have adequate knowledge of
the subject involved, or, if that is too
much to expect, that they have their
articles on specialized subjects written
by someone gqualified to do (80,

—S. T. H. SCOONES.

«- CAPPICADE!

The Editors will be most grateful
for any really funny stories you
may dare to give them

four years after their children are
born, and they are provided with lay-
ettes free of charge.

One of Miss Winter's friends, hear-
ing of this, sald it was too much regi-
mentation and asked if she didn't like
adventure.

“I told him I liked adventure, but
when I was having a baby, I also liked
having a doctor around,” she said.

The ideal of the Soviet Union is to
be able to provide every person with
an opportunity to be examined by a
doctor twice yearly, but the war tol:
of doctors has retarded this..

Every store in the Soviet Union has
a complaint book in which customers
who have had bad sérvice or to whom
salespeople have been discourteous
may enter grievances, Miss Winter
said.

“It is the job of everyone in the
Soviet Union to help everyone else if
he can,” she pointed out, “and you
have a sense of the community work-
ing together for the common good/"

Student Life

Students in Russia may choose whalt-
ever field they wish to enter, and all
education is free except the last two
years of high school, for which a fee

of 200 roubles has been required

recently, Miss Winter said. College
education 18 free for everyone Wwho
desires it, she added.

The Russian press differs from the
American press in that the Russians
consider their press a medium of edu:
cation as well as information. There
is more interpretative handling of the
news in Russia than there is in Amer-
ica, she said.

The reason that there are no strikes
in Russia Is that management and
labour have .a common interest,
whereas American management and
Jabour constantly conflict regardiog
distribution of profits, Miss Winter
added.

Asked about private capital in Rus
sia, Miss Winter pointed out that Rus-
siins may sell or barter goods but they
cannot hire anyone and fmake a profit
on his work. One may hire someont
to perform gervices for him, but one
mag not “exploit” another person, she
said.

Thé greatest fear of Russian people
today is another war, and as a result
Russia is watching the form of Gov-
ernment of adjoining nations very
carefully.

“Fascism in Europe s a veyy real
thing to the Russlan—a thing which
came into the country and almosl
wiped them out,” she’ declared.

Russia wants to be a peaceful coun-
try living in a peaceful world,” she
concluded.



Logic Chopping

At YVYictoria, debating ranks
high as a popular indoor sport.
In fact, if we have developed
any traditions at all, then debat-
ing is one of them. In the gym-
nasium, important issues have
been hammered at for many
years now., But in order that
it may carry on, the Debating
Society always requires fresh
members, whether speaking or.
listening. 1t appeals to all
freshers to take as active a part
as possible in its activites. If
you have an opinion on a sub-
ject, let's hear it, because it may
throw a fresh light on the issue.
Don't be frightened out by hear-
ing better speakers than your-
self. They all started sometime,
and most were probably worse
than you at first.

All shades of thought will find their
representatives in the VUC Debating
Soclety, but don’t expect it ever to
decide something once and for all
That is not its function. It aims at
getting all aspects of a subject so that
2 broad whole may emerge. If you
have any subject you think should be
debated, hand it in to the committee
for consideration. It you desire to
spenk, hand your name in. This year
an attempt will be made to stage {resh-
ers’ debntes on pre-war lines in order
thet new speakers may gain courage
in a quloter atmosphere than usually
obtains.

This year the demand for space in
the gym. exceeds Dprevious years, 50
it may not be easy to stage a full pro-
gramme, Those wanting to qualify
for Plunket Medal are urged to take
part in as many debates as possible
early in the year. The Annual Meet.
ing will be held on the second Wed-
nesday in term, March 12, at eight
o'clock in the downstalrs gym. The
first debate will be held on March 28.

The committee will have a good topi-
cal subject and looks forward to out-
doing last year's opening, when 350
strained the tea and biscuit supply
at the opening debate.

For those who- hope to shine at
talking there are various inducements.
A copy of the rules will be available
later for those wanting them, but
there are the Union and New Speaker’s
Prizes for debating and the Plunket
Medal for oratory. The Concert Cham-
ber has been booked for July 12 for the
Plunket Medal. Later in the year,
Welllngton will be host for the annual
New Zealand Joynt Scroll debating
contest and triennial Bledisloe Medal
«Oratory Contest.

The Society's committee can only
plan according’ to the support it re-
ceives, so come along in force to ensure
that 1947 ranks as an outstanding year
in debating history at VUC.

Maths and Fizz

During the year, the Maths. and-

Physics Soclety will hold its usual
series of lectures and demonstrations.
Freshers may be interested to know
that many of these lectures are of a
semi-popular nature, and that the
society will be pleased to see members
of any faculty who are interested. The
first meeting for 1947 will be held on
Thursday, March 13th, when Mr. G. A.
Eiby, of the Dominion Observatory,
will talk on “The Measurement of Time
and Frequency.” A brief. Dbusiness
meeting and election of officers will
precede the talk, which will be fol-
lowed by discussion and supper.

was his greatness.

Hob Nobbing

All social functions at Victoria are
organised by a Soclal Committee
which is apopinted by the Executive.
This year's convener is Hilary Wilton
who can be contacted by the letter-
1ack. The secretary pro tem is Allan
Martin. The first major function of
the year is Fresher's Welcome to be
held in the Gym. this Friday, Tth.
There will be dancing from 9 p.m. and
an informal welcome in the lower gym.
at 8 pm. Old students (Weir House
please note) are asked to come and
sing to the freshers. Free tickets for
all freshers may be obtained at the
Exec. Room,

Capping, Winter Sports (Tourna-
roent) and Finals Ball are the formal
functions of the year. Thete will be
several Bob Hops and Tea Dances.
These will be held approximately every
Saturday fortnight from 5-30 p.m.

A sub-committee of the soclal com-
mittee runs jam sessions every alter-
nate Sunday evening in the gym. The
social committee is a small one and
more numbers, both men and women,
are urgently needed, If you are inter-
ested please see a committee member
of leave your name at the exec. room.
Dish washers are ever welcome,

Details of all functions are posted
on the notice board well.in advance.

Professor Rankine-Brown
—a Tribute

Although it is now ten years since
I took my first lecture in Greek from
Professor Brown, as he was then, so0
that 1 can hardly be ranked as one of
his most recent students, yet I could
wish to have known him at an earlier
time. My generation recalls the kind-
ness of Professor Brown, his, great
willingness to assist young people, his
sane and accurate judgments. But
had we come to the University at an
earlier period, 1 fancy there would
have been much more to flood the
gates of memory.

There would have been a mind more
vigorous, more apt to understand and
grapple with the problems of his
students, more incisive to elucidate
them, more insistent upon a wider
field, a greater search for comparison
between the ancient world and our
own. This was our loss. Our opinion
might easily be coloured by it. But
we need only consider the long period
of service and his relentless driving
of himself in the fulfilment of his
duties for such a prejudice to be re-
moved. *

It was this devotion to his task that
I remember our
astonishment when, as an old man of
eighty, he had been knocked down by
a passing car. We expected him to
have several days at least in bed, ve-
covering. DBut next day the Professor
was back, a little tape over one eye,
a little tired looking, but that was all.
He seemed indestructible,

Such anecdotes could be multiplied
indefinitely, and perhaps when the
forthcoming history of the College ap-
p®irs, we shall see them preserved for
all to read. Here it only'remains for
me to add a sincere appreclation of
the Professor’s scholarship, which was
deep, practical and always humane. He
had begun by being a devotee of Rome,
and ended with an abiding love of
Greece. For myself, 1 can see no
greater indication of intellectual pro-
gress than this.—D.M.8.
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THE HOUSE ON 92nd STREET
OR LIFE WITH THE FBI

Recently in the daily press we were treated to the story of how
a man named Eisler has been engaged simultanecusly in “directing

the work of Red propagandists in the U.S.A.,” “‘run

nning the American

Communist Party.”’ supervising ''a monumental attempt to steal

America’s atom :
American government.

bomb secrets,” and
Some man! The witch-hunt was started by

“aiming to overthrow the

a former Communist named Budenz who is now Professor of Anti-

Communism at Notre Dame University and chief discoverer of Red

plots for the McCormick, Patterson and Hearst newspaper chains.
Below is reprinted a letter from Eisler's wife to a New York

publication.

To New Masses.—Many things hap-
pen in a person’s lifetime, and many
things happened to me, too. But what
is going on right now is quite unusual,
and that i{s why I want to write about

it.

There was a time, way back in
Germany, when 1 was trailed by the
Gestapo. - They came across some
pamphlets in a working-class dlatr{ct,
denouncing their Fuehrer and his
ideas, and they got a hunch I might
have something to do with it. So
they followed me wherever 1 went,
and young and inexperienced aus I
was, I was completely unaware of the
shadows that followed my path. It
was quite a surprise and a shock to me
when later one of the bandits told me
that on such and such a day he and
his colleague ate in a certain restaur-
ant at the same time as I did. Well,
to make a long story short, it did cost
me a bad time in Hitler's prison, and
looking back I was certainly lucky
to have got away so “cheaply.”

I found asylum in many countries,
but wherever I went Hitler went too,
and finally I had to cross the ocean
and came to the U.S. With Hitler
Germany defeated and the Nazis
crushed I thought it might be a good
idea to go back there and work in the
ranks of decent, democratic Ger-
mans In their terrific job despite the
fact that I am Jewish, and that it was
from the hands of Germans that my
family met their most cruel fate.

There were very exciting days of
saying goodbye to all my dear Ameri-
can friends, and it was not easy to say
farewell to New York, which I love
and which was home to me for so
many years. But one morning I woke
up and found myself the wife of a
super-duper “Kremlin agent,” with my
name and picture in all the papers
and all the fanfare the American press
gives so-called "“sensations.”

1 must have had a very naive notion
of the FBI, thinking of it as a kind
of secret police that follows one very
discreetly and in such a way that one
is not aware that all his movements
are watched. I learntd better these
last days.” I and the whole street on
which 1 ljve can watch them. I know
all thelr habits, their gestures and
their pecullarities. There are about
six to elght FBI men attached to us
day and night, posted at strategic
points. Two in the courtyard, two
half a flight above our apartment, sit-
ting on our stairs, sticking their heads
out as soon as the door opens or some-
one rings the bell. The rest sit in
two, sonetimes even three cars, always
ready to turn the motor on. When we
leave the house, the pmployees-of that
great American  educator, J. Edgar
Hoover, go with us. When we go
shopping they post themselves right in

'front. of the door,

frightening the
storekeepers who would like to talk to
us a little. When we go to a restaur-
ant they occupy the table next to us;
when we go to the movies they sit in
the row behind us. The other day
we thought they should get something
good for their money and we went to
see the picture “Russia on Parade.”

My husband likes to take long wWalks,
and whether they like it or not
(chances are they do not like it) they
have to walk with him quite a few
city blocks. I think they like restaur-
ants and movies best. We, of course,
do what we can for them. Sometimes
they get bored standing around down-
stairs, so they play with the children
In my street. The most popular game
with the children now is “FBL." They
sing in a chorus and print the threc
letters on the. sidewalk,

There is sightseeing, too. People
from the neighbouring streets come
around and the natives show them
where the “Moscow Spy" lives. 1
don’t blame the people in my street for
keeping the vigil with the FBI. They
have the time of their lives. After all,
how often does it happen that a neigh-
bour, whom they thought to be a nice,
mild-mannered man, turns out to be

"has sacrificed its

En Travail

In the western democracies,
contrary to the theories ex-
pounded by Political Scientists,
the determination of policy has
almost exclusively become the
domain of a few. Political
parties have been reduced to
mere electioneering bodies whose
function it is to return every
‘three or five years respectively,
a majority of their members to
the Legislature. The New Zea~
land Labour Party has not failed
to fit itself into this respectable
Parliamentary pattern.

The recent general election has
shown to what extent this once mili-
tant political body has lost its contact
with the people and the trade union
movement. With it the Labour Party
independence of
action and its leaders have deliber-
ately repudiated the pledges which -
brought them into power 12 years ago.
The election was conducted in a spirit
of complete political apathy, as it was
dificult for the voter to detect any
essential differences between the two
major political parties. On the one
hand the Labour Party was drawing
attention to its past achievements,
while the Tories merely promised to
maintain them. .

The National Party accused the
Prime Minister of aiming at “Ultimate
Socialism,” an aim which Mr,’ Fraser
could not repudiate quickly enough.
Only three months prior ;to November
27, Prime Minister Attlee reaffirmed
his party’'s determination to lend Brit-
ain towards Soclalism—ultimately.
Socialists in the country would be
pleased to know what the present lead-
ers of the Labour Party have in mind.
Is the Fabian programme of ultimate
socialism which, we believe, has been
has been the basis of Labour policy for
the last 45 years, to be" discarded In
favour* of MacDonaldism? Are we
belng prepared for still greater respect-
ability in order to maintain and not

the boss of all the Reds? That sensa* " even reform a vicious economic sys-

tion has to be enjoyed to the last drop.
But they are kind of bewildered. by
our behaviour. We walk through the
street, go to the grocer as if nothing
happened. One woman expressed the
good instinct of the common people
and their sense of justice when she
asked the simple question: Why were
theCommunists good enough to help us
win the war, and why are they perse-
cuted now?

Why that psychological warfare
against us? What kind of “ersatz”
prison is this supposed to be? Even
if “Life With Father” had a run of
several years, I hope our “Life With
the FBI"” will end soon. We bore
cach other to death,

HILDE EISLER,
Queens, New York.
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Maths and Physics Society

*
A poeular talk on

THE MEASUREMENT OF
TIME AND "FREQUENCY

by Mr. George A. Elby
of Dominion Obsarvatory
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tem?

«~ The record of the Labour Govern-
ments in New Zealand, Britain and
Australia has been a splendid one. in
their internal policy they have had
until now the whole-hearted support
of worker, small farmer, and, inei-
dentally, not an inconsiderable number
of intellectuals. The main criticism
from their own ranks has arisen
chiefly on issues of foreign policy.
Here, the essential weakness of a Re-
formist party has been more clearly
demonstrated. A party which is
pledged to maintain and administer
a capitalist state cannot be expected
to have a progressive, socialist foreign
policy aimed at. the strengthening of
the democratic and socialist organisa-
tions abroad. The next few years will
be declsive ones for the British Labour
movement, The Labour Party wi]l
only be able to maintain its leader-
ship if it succeeds In regaining its
former militancy by adopting “Social-
ism” as its aim in action.

It must rid itself of “MacDonald-
ism” and its obscure dogma and_ it
must realise fully that compromise
with the Torles will lead to its own
destruction as a political party of the
working class, The New Zealand
Labour Party must take up the chal-
lenge and again becdme a dynamiec
force in the life of this country, in-
stead of being merely an electioneer-
ing body whose functions are inade-
quate, uninspiring and in the end—
negative.—SOCIALIST.



CHRISTIAN MOVEMENTS

—Where and When

To 50-0dd students last year, the end of finals meant not only an
tpportunity for letting off steam, but also for rounding off the year's

ork and thought.

The theme-of the Post-exam. camp held at Wallis House, was
&ascd on the ‘Aims and Objects’” of the N.Z.5.C.M.—a theme which
e felt would bring us into close recognition of the fundamentals of
L)ur Christian faith. Speakers, who included Rev. J. M. Bates, Mrs.
A. B. Cochran, Rev. M. Sullivan, Mr. Dowsett dand Miss Joan Benton,
dealt simply and forcefully with such problems as the Divinity and the
Humanity of Christ,, the Reality of Sin, the Power of the Holy Spirit
and the position of the S.C.M. in the world.  Questions flowed thick
and fast, proving that these were problems on which students, whether
Christians or Agnostics, had thought extensively.

In keeping with the theme was an
open-air play-reading of Mark Con-
nelly’s “Green Pastures”—a play which
outlines wittily, dramatically, and
often movingly the Negro;conceptlon of
religion.

Post-exam. camp also gave us an
opportunity to meet Rev. Martin Sulli-
van, newly-appointed chaplain to the
S.C.M. at V.U.C. His contacts with
studenis at camp and later at Con-
ference have already proved his inter-
est in students and his keen desire to

eet and talk with them.,

The climax of all S.C.M. activities
for the year, however, was the Annual
Canference held at Ngatawa College,
Marton. ~JInformality was the keynote
of the Conference, and a live sense
*of fellowshiyp,. of common endeavour,
whether in study og, in washing dishes
rapidly unified the 120 students who
attended.

The theme of the Conference was as
topical and as vital as it could have
been—“The Church in the World, in
Idea, and In History,” with special
emphasis on the S.CM. motto *“Ut
omnes unum sint”"—That all may be
one., The programme included a series
of panel addresses—" The Meaning of
History” (Mr. O. E. Burton), “The
Significance of Theology” (Rev. J. M.
Bates), “The Claims of Sclence’ (Mr.
D. Patterson), “The Place of Politics”
(Miss P. Evans), and a co-ordinating
address by Rev. E. Simpson—“From
Theory to Practice.” Of intense in-
terest were a serles of tutorials on
Church History by Mr. H. Miller. A
study written by Rev., B. Nottage
prompted keen discussion on every as-
pect of the Church and its relationship
to the modern world.

The s8chool’ chapel was perfectly
fitted for the devotional side of the
Conference, and here Rev. J. A. Jer-
myn conducted a School of Prayer, a
World -Student Christian Federation
service, and finally a service of Praise,

As each afternoon was left firee, we
had ample time to indulge in swim-
ming sports,.a tennis tournament, a
N. v. S. Universities cricket match and
an all-day picnic. And of course, in
every free moment there was talk—
at meals, in the dormitories, over the
sink, or sprawling on the lawn—for
you can always find someone differing
from you Iin some beliefs but with
the same sense of studentship and
above all, the same awareness of Chris-
tianity.

Viewed as a totality, however, Con-
ference leaves & confused mass of
memories—drinking cocoa and arguing
on predestination, howling with
laughter at meal-time, kneeling in the
chapel, swimming at 6 a.m.—a whole
kaleidoscope of talk, laughter and
action mingled with moments of deep
reverence, of a new awareness of
firmer faith and belief. Words cannot
convey the simplicity and the complex-
ity of Conference life; its bestiadvert-
isement is simply the fact that once
experienced it is impossible to miss
another Conference,

This year begins with a tea followed
by an Opening Service at St. John's
Church, Willis Street, on Sunday,
March 9. The following Saturday
there will be a Freshers' Welcome Pic-
nic (probably at Wilton’s Bush) and it
is hoped that every Fresher will raoll
up on both these occasions. Watch
the notice-boards for further details
and make a point of being there.

Shooting the Bull

As you have been made aware, the
Victoria University College Students’
Association ‘levy a compulsory sports

fee which enables students to join any -

of the University Clubs. Are you de-
sirous of participating in an attractive
year-round sport, which makes the
Jeast drain on yvour valuable time? It
is a sport with world-wide following
and has assoclated with it a large
body ot traditlon. The Sport of Tar-
get Shooting is recognised as one of
the most truly international of all
sports and competitions of this nature
have been held since Robin Hood alias
Locksley shot at the willow wand. But
fairy tales and folk lore apart, Vie-
toria College, can, through the Victoria
University Defence Rifie Club, stdbply
all the necessary gear &nd instruction
to -enable you to participate in this
sport. The Club s very anxious to
obtain your support and remember you
can represent Victoria twice each vear
in this sport and this itself is unique
at V.U.C.

Full particulars can be obtained
from the following.—Vic. McKenzie,
Tom Howarth, or VYance Henderson. A
note left In the rack will suffice.

Drama Club Active

The scarcity of talent during this
early part of the year, certain econ-
omic barriers, and difficulties with
properties, have prevented the Club
from staging its big production, “Mrs.
Warren's Profession.,” The hope was
to stage this at the St. James,

Instead, in the second week of
March, the Club will present Coward’'s
“Private Lives,” in the gym. The
play is light and amusing and (to save
unnecegsary strain during the perform-
ance and embarrassment afterwards),
has no hidden nieaning.

For freshers, this play will serve as
an introduction to the Club, and the
Club hopes that intending members
will contact the Secretary as soon. as
possible.—QG.J.

A Socialist Club
—and Why

The V.U.C(. Socialist Club is now
entering its second year, in which it
hopes to progress still further with
the work begun last year. The need
for such a club, to strive for a pro-
gressive policy in this college, and
above all to work for co-operation
between progressive stinlents every-
where, has been recognised for many
Years, and particularly at the present
when the foundations of International
brotherhood and unity must be laid,
if ever. This is the principle which
activates the Soclalist Club; and it 1s
the principle which was recognised
by the 70 students, many of them ex-
servicemen, who founded it.

In an institution such as this College,
which has traditionally remained iso-
lated to a large extent from the com-
munity around it, and particularly in
a country like this, untouched by fas-
¢ist invasion and remote from the fierce
strugglés which teday grip Europe and
Asia, it is all too easy to become heed-
less of the terrible seriousness of the
recent war, and of the threat of re-
currence which surely remains. It is
not easy to remember always that half
of the world is starving, that the
students' of the war-stricken countries
are often without books, without build-
ings, even without food, and in many
countries are still subject to savage
political oppression. It is not easy to
realise, but it is true. It is our duty
to remember it, and to do our utmost
to aid those leas fortunate people—not
only by material and moral assistance,
but by securing democracy in our own
country.

Why, then, a Socialist Club? 1t is
because in every country of the world,
both during the recent war and in the
present crisis, it is socialism which has
offered the most steadfast and deter-
mined resistance to fascism; because
socialism, through its faith in the

‘sdundamental dignity of humanity, to-

day forms the vanguard of political and
economic¢c democracy. The socialist
students of this College do not forget
the example of the socialist students
of Europe and Asia; may we at Vie-
toria not prove unworthy of it.—

H.C.E.

P.O. BOX 1357

Use

SOUTH’S BOOK DEPOT

8 WILLES STREET, WELLINGTON

All kinds of - books and particularly
University Text Books

are obtainable at Souths, where, along with
set books are many recommended books of
the kind you require, &lso a selection of
reading surrounding each of your subjects.

Our Mail Order

SOUTH’S for BOOKS

e ——————————————————————)

THESPIANS
PRESENT:

“While
The Sun
Shines”’
{Kattigan)

CONCERT CHAMBER
25th to 29th MARCH

1947 TEXTBOOKS

A number of English and
Political Science textbooks
are available in limited

" quantities at—

MODERN BOOKS

{THE CO-OPERATIVE BOOKSTORE)

482 MANNERS STREET

Don’t Delay!
| Buy Yours Now !

WELLINGTON RUGBY GHAMPIONS

V.U.C. 1st XV

Enjoy the Hospitality
of the

PosT OFFICE HOTEL

So will You 1with

J. F. ASPELL
TELEPHON  40-907

Service




V.U.C. Athletes Shine SWIMMING SEASON :
GOING WELL 3

at International Meeting .. ;a: te swimming o nas,

without doubt, had its most successful
season for some considerable time as
far as centre champlonships and car-
nivals are concerned. Des Dowse, our ¥
star performer, has won the 100 yards | i,
and 220 yards Wellington Breaststroke
Champs. (In the latter event he broke
the record),while Des Dickson won
the 100 yards Wellington Backstroke
Champ. In the Peck Shield, the 11}
miles Harbour Swim, we supplied the |
individual winner, Nanette Broom, .|
while our team finished third in the $144]
team’s race. Doug. West, Bob Smith, cistir
.€ath. Eichelbaum and Peter Fleischl ,;‘ Fig

%

-

After a somewhat inglorious semi-recess, the runnins jumpin’ and
throwin' fraternity of this college are beginning to make their presence
felt in Wellington athletic circles in no uncertain fashion. 'With over
fifty active members (and are they activel) the committee are begin-
ning to think that the club can now be reckoned a real force in athletics.
This opinion is borne out by the increasing frequency of late with which
the green and gold have taken the honours at local meets.

At the recent International Meeting at Athletic Park, Varsity men
were well to the fore. Invited "to compete against the American
athletes, ]. Battersby surprised the handicapper (and himself) with
a stout effort of 34 ft. 11 ins. to win the invitation shot-put. In the
same event, Fred Marshall managed, also with the aid of the handi-
cap. to equal the giant Hershy.  In the invitation discus throw,
Marshall, again with the aid of a handicap, took second place with®
Hershey 3rd. At the same meet, B. Pohlen and Dillon registered
convincing wins for the Club; Pohlen taking the mile walk and Dillon”

have all contributed to our successes
at the varlous earnivals where we have
won more than our share of the handi-
cap events, while we are proud to

both the 220 and 100 yards open handicaps.

The conclusion of the flrst Dewar
Shield meeting found Varsity equal
gsecond with such well established
clubs as Hutt and Wellinglon. A
satisfactory position considering that
junlor events count for points and
Varsity cannot field a junior team
in any event.

"1t the results of the Provincial
Championships mean anything,
amends will soon be made for the
poor showing of our athletes at the
last Easter Tournament. D. Toss-
man started the ball rolling with a
clear cut win in the 440 hurdles with
G. Fox coming in well to make 1st
and 2nd for the green and gold. BD.
Pollen made no race of the 3 mile
walk while Fred Marshall's winning
effort of 121 t. 9 ins. with the discus
was a foot outside the existing Tour-
nament record. The first part of the

programme finished with Varsity
winning three of the flve events
decided.

‘At the finlsh of the championships,
Brian Pohlen won the mile walk In
fast time to take the double for the
Tournament and Fred Marshall com-
pleted his double by winning the
shot-put in convincing fashion, with
Jim Battersby a falr third. The
high-light of the evening was Var-
sity’s effort In the relay; Benjamin
came home leading after the 440
but an unfortunate change left Doug.
Dillon with a 20 yard deficit against
the Wellington furlong champion; he
stuck gamely to his task, as did Alan
Catt, and the pair pulled really well.
Catt handed the baton over to Dave
Tossman who gave chase after the
Provinclal 880 Champ. The crowd
felt the drama of the event and every-
one was straining, trying to help
Dave as he gradually closed the gap
and all applauded him heartily as
he got within two yards of the other
man at the tape.

Juniors Rafter and Llisslenko also
performed very well and both show
promise of being valuable senior club
members In the future. Lisslenko
won the junlor discus with 121 feet
while Rafter took the junior 440 heat
quite comfortably on the firat day.

On the second day Lissienko was
second in the javelln throw and sec-
ond in the shot-put; but it was young
Pat Rafter who really thrilled the
crowd. He won the 880 junlor in
convincing manner in time which
gshould put him in the. front of all
juniors in N.Z. His 440 win against
older runners was also a slght for
B0Te eyes.

Our club was second in the Mec-
Villy Shield (most points for seniors)
out of 13 clubs, and second in the
Rouse Shield (most points for jun-
iors) out of 14 clubs. This latter
effort is quite outstanding as we
only have two junior athletes in the
club. Their 3 firsts and 2 seconds
out of the five events entered for,
is a fairly sollid basis for bullding up
future Tournament teams.

To date it ean be seen that it has
been a most quccess[ul season for the
club but the committee have a com-
plaint to make which is really heart-
felit. The club is short of women—
athletically speaking, of course. The

VUC SOCCER CLUB

(twice winners of Tournament honours)

invite you to attend their

Annual General Meeting
on Tuesday, April 2
r %
All players or intending players
are invited to attend

WATCH NOTICE BOARD FOR DETAILS

lady membership stands at a solitary
one (who never turns out for compe-
titions) so students will see that the
need 18 urgent if we are to be repre-
sented by the falr sex at Easter
Tournament. So roll up, ladles!
Makeé yourself known at Kelburn
Park on Club night (Monday) and
you will be assured of a hearty wel-
come. _

The Inter-Faculty Sports are to be
held on March 16; any Varsity stu-
dent (male or female) can compete
and from this meeting tire Tourna-
ment team will be pleked. Anybody
who wishes to enter should flll in the
appropriate particulars on the notice-
board.
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WANTED!

Ballet Mistress for Extrav.
"
Applicants please form a queue
- -
Contact Nig Taylor URGENTLY
per Exec, Room

R A P A A N A A W ]
—
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Des Dowse

record that we have the crack medley
relay team in Wellington. ‘

Our prospects for tournament look
brighter than they have for some
years as Dowse should be successful
in both the Men’s Breaststroke Events
while Pip Piver is a likely contender
for the diving. Nanette Broom and
Gwenda Martin should be worthy
representatives in the Women’s. events.

The date for the Inter-Faculty
Tournament has not yet been settled
but notices will be posted on the vari-
ous notice boards In the College. We
should like to see n large attendance
of freshers at club nights which are
held every Thursday night at & p.m.
in Thorndon Baths,

The Gentle Art . .

_After some effort, sufficient equip-
ment has beerf acguired to run the
Boxing Club succeasfully, and for some
time members have been training in
the upper gymnasium. Hopes are high
for the Boxing Tournament at Auck-
land this year, as we have an excellent
trainer and keen members. It is also
proposed -that* a local tournament be
held early in the term and for this
a large new membershlp 1s needed.
Sparring partners and would-be
tournament representatives are both
urgently needed,"”

Training times are 7-9.30, Monday
and " Thursday nights, and 9.30-11.30
Saturday mornings. Intending mem-
bers should contact the secretary, John
Roberts (53-199) as soon as possible.

Nanette Broom

*
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If it's
Soorts Goods

You'll find them at
THE SPORTS DEPOT
[WITCOMBE & CALDWELL LTD.]

45 WILLIS STREET,
WELLINGTON.

“For All Good Sports Goods™
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Your Clothing and
Mercery Requirements

Hallenstein’s

of course!

278 Lambton Quay,
Wellington.
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Meet you at

THE EMPIRE

THE
STUDEENTS’
HOTEL
*
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Willis Street, Wellington
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