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Modern Trends Discussed When.... — Student Congress Gets Up to Date





Modern Trends Discussed When....


Student Congress Gets Up to Date






Despite a tone of aloofness from real things among some of the guest speakers; despite the underhand method of Rev. Sullivan's appointment as Congress convenor; despite an epidemic of summer sickness and two wet days,—N.Z. University Students' Congress, 1950, was almost as successful as its sole predecessor of 1949.



Besides addresses and discussions on stimulating topics, the ten days were filled with swimming, rowing, bastball, table-tennis, fishing, singing (with "Kevin Barry" and "Bandiera Rossa" first favourites), lying in the sun and eating. They culminated with some responsible decisions on issues closely affecting students—reached by all the Congress in open forum. We trust NZUSA will treat them less irresponsibly than it did last year's resolutions.






A violent world


Saturday morning, official opener Walter Nash spoke on "modern trends in politics." He had much to say about the generosity of the 21 gun bankers who floated the Martial Plan; about what a pity it was that we could not raise the living standards of the overpopulous colonial races; and finally, about how the menace of communism should cure the pacifism of young woolly idealists. He quoted awesomely from Vogt's vicious "Road to Survival." He indignantly denied that Britain's hand in Malaya and Burma was unclean: "Mr. Smith gets his facts from a different place from where I do." ("Hear! Hear!").


Training Coll's Walter Scott gave us his opinion of "modern literature" that evening. He deplored the tendency' in our society towards a standardised "culture." He attacked the Hemingway school, full of violent passions and actions—"written about sick minds for sick minds" and "ful-filling the same satisfactions as pulp sex for a more sophisticated audience."






Ivory towers


Dr. Peter Munz described his personal rake's progress through theories of history, rejecting Spengler, Marx, Popper and Toynbee in turn, the more violently to embrace Munzism. The key to this faith is that "normal standards of truth are insufficient for the historian: an event is only what it appeared to be to its participants."


Prof. Marsh, on "trends in social policy," saw all the troubles of the world in unsatisfactory social relationships. His story was the old Oxford Group one about the piano that was out of tune. One pointed question asked if Prof. Marsh's panacea of making people love other people would solve the real problems of wars, depressions, juvenile delinquency and the breakdown of the family, or were these not due to the more fundamental facts of a parasitic social order? Long silence, and a considered "Not at all. Anyway wars and depressions are outside our province."






Events and words


"Drama" from Kenneth Firth of Wellington Repertory proved most stimulating. He documented the sordid story of Britain's surrender to the dollar, how it had closed Britain's film studios and theatres, until, despite the fight of Actors' Equity, half Britain's actors were on the wharf or the dole. Apart from the warning implied in this, ho approved of New Zealand's projected National Theatre.


Prof. Gabriel (Otago) attempted a "popular science" talk, while denying that the scientist needed concern himself with man's, conquest of his environment. Rev. Bates analysed religious currents from the broader Protestant viewpoint. Mr. D. R. Grey, the Otago philosopher, thought we were all frightfully sweet, made the careful distinction between "mind and matter or the philosophies and science," and, standing on his toes, clasping his hands and rolling his eyes heavenwards; asked every questioner if he was quite sure what he was talking about.


Mr. Braybrooke, on Modern Trends in Law, gave some real meat on the rights of the individual, the growth of the Order in Council, and the use of "sub Judice" to muzzle discussion.


Ormy Burton seemed to derive his pacifism ultimately from original sin, and rejected all forms of violence and coercion. He rejoiced in the accusation of "christian anarchism," while admitting that war and social evils were fruits of capitalist society.






We oppose . . .


Some of these official sessions were related to the discussions at the student forum held at the close of the week. Bruce Miller, President of NZUSA, gave a long talk on how he had been looking after students by keeping them away from the students overseas, and the evil ideas of the last Congress. Congress replied with a resolution condemning NZUSA Annual Conference for its contemptuous handling of remits from Congress, 1949.


It was followed, after heated discussion, by the passing of a motion reaffirming last year's opposition to conscription, and calling on NZUSA to defend student interests under the Conscription Act.


Congress also resolved against Chancellor Sir David Smith's policy of excluding communists ipso facto from University appointments; and against any Interference with the freedom of the student press outside the restraints of the law—a follow up of the Prof. Board v. "Salient" case last year.


Discussion was forced on into the still watches of the night, because the programme had been so ill arranged as to cram the open forums Into the very last of the- ten days. Yawning, heavy-headed congredients rejected, a motion to Support ISS and IUS by, one vote, and it was only by a no-confidence motion in the chair that the forum was even then, postponed to the sunny hours.


VUC'S peace Manifesto was adopted with one minor alteration. Congress then, after heated discussion in which "dark satanic Mills" (the muscle man from Canterbury) accused Victoria of trying to "impose Its will on all NZ," approved the World Federation of Democratic Youth by a big majority. An attempt to have IUs and ISS reconsidered was ruled out of order.


The appearance of press reports on the anti-conscription motion caused minor tantrums. Rev. Sullivan and his steering committee attempted to censure the reporter responsible. The whole question was brought into the open on the Sunday morning, when we were surprised to hear Rev. Sullivan (of all people and on a Sunday!) saying that he disapproved of misleading press reports about Congress.






Au revoir


Other resolutions recommended that Congress be held at Curious Cove in future years and that the question of an early or a later date be investigated, bearing in mind the holidays of medicos, teachers, lawyers and officers in training.


Anyway, whenever it is, we hope Congress will be a greater success next year, and that Victoria does hot lose its lead in representation at it, in supremacy there in sport and in its acquaintance with democratic procedures.—C.B.
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For
 freshers and others more experienced, here are the most important events for the frist week:—


	• On Monday night, the Principal, Sir Thomas Hunter, will address freshers particularly. As yet, we have no times for any of these events, but it will probably be at 8 o'clock in C3. You should check this on the notice boards.

	• On Tuesday night there will be the usual welcome for freshers only. Again, check on the notice boards to see where this will be, and when.

	• Also this week are scheduled two lectures by members of the staff, for students: we under-stand one will be by Professor Bailey, but you will find out from the notice board more about these.

	• Friday night is the usual Freshers' Ball: probably in the Gym, and presumably at 8 o'clock.
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VUC Students Report on...



Attempt to Split International Union of Students




"
The N.Z. University Students' Association also voted to disaffiliate but the students of the college in Wellington are desirous of remaining affiliated." Thus a sentence in the International Union of Students' Executive report to the 1919 Conference.


If you keep back numbers, look up "Salient" of May 4 last. There you will see an account of tile sorry record of the Anzac conference of NZUSA (delegates from each of the College associations, plus a standing Executive). It was at this meeting that the appointment of Rev. Sullivan as 1950 Congress Controller was effected. It was here also, with the sole opposition of Victoria, the national association decided to leave IUS. Reasons? (a) too expensive, (b) too far away, (c) too "political (d), anyway, everybody's doing it (everybody was Australia).



Time passes. N.Z.U.S.A. contacts other "Western" student bodies. Much duck-shoving and back-room diplomacy. It became evident that certain student leaders in Britain were dissatisfied with the militant policy of I.U.S. in fighting for such things as peace, national Independence and more democratic education. Muffled cries of "down with politics."


Then the underground rumblings came to the surface. It was announced that Netherlands and Belgian student bodies were convening a "Conference of International Student Representatives on Practical Activities." The implication were obvious. Only non-IUS bodies were invited. NZUSA sent a Mr. Brosnahan as observer, while refusing to send any representative to the IUS conference in Sofia in September.



At that time NZUSA was still 
[
unclear: offcially] 
[
unclear: affiliates] to IUS, disaffilltion not taking effect for one year.


A second attack was launched on IUS with the calling of another "International Student Conference" by the British National Union of Students, in London In December. NZUSA also agreed to take a hand in this.


Meanwhile Victoria University College, the only NZ college where Issues of student politics are thrashed out in, open forum, contacted its liason officers with IUS in Europe, and asked their advice. From the Kiwi quarters of Paris came the reply—over the names of Jim Hollyman and Stew Scoones. The gist if it was that if NZUSA refused to in clude a delegate or observer representing VUC's minority opinion is the delegation sent to the IUS meeting, then "VUCSA should send an observer accredited on their own account." In the event, as we know, NZUSA refused to send any representative at all. VUC still followed the latter course. Jim Hollyman was accredited. They travelled straight on to Bulgaria after the WFDY Congress in Budapest.


Like WFDY, IUS la no talking shop. Executive report, included in full in the Scoones-Hollyman report home, is a record of achievement. The past year has seen IUS coordinating the national campaigns against increased war expenditure, for greater educational outlay, for more colonial self-government, for relief for needy students, against racial discrimination and the domination of neo-Nazi doctrines. It has won some successes in resisting the onslaught on student liberties in America and Asia. It has cooperated with ISS on World Student Relief, and opposed the use of relief bodies for political purposes. It has sponsored national conferences on student needs in many countries, including England and Australia. It provided nearly a hundred substantial scholarships to colonial students. It cooperated with UN bodies in fighting contravention of human rights. It organised world university summer and winter sports.


The result has been an increase in total membership from two million to four million in one year. This fine record in the interests of students has found its enemies. The accusation that it was "political," raised by British NUS and French UNE delegates, was made vaguely, unsubstantiated by facts. The NUS delegates' report, indeed, accepted the idea of politics to the extent of antiacism. 
Do they consider the type of activity into which we are lead by campaigning for higher living standards and vital peace, to be the wrong sort of politics? Scoones-Hollyman: "They put forward a curious idea: they accepted politics in student affairs and that national unions should take political action, but condemned 'partisan political' action. . . . This view if applied could lead only to a state of suspended animation. . . . The idea of 'fighting for peace' they claimed to be a contradiction in terms."


From Australia came the answer. Although the Australian union had disaffiliated by top-level decision, rank-and-file pressure caused pro-affiliation Noel Ebbles to be added to the official delegation during the course of the Conference. "Accusation of Marxism or any other political philosophy" he said, "is wholly ir-relevent; IUS 'politics' can be judged only by the criterion of student needs. On that criterion, it stands." Other delegates supported him. In fact critics totalled eight, delegates expressing support for IUS polley, forty-four.


British representative Jenkins assumed the role of leader of the opposition. With him were Australians and French, whose national unions have recently broken with IUS. They attempted to represent these withdrawals as rank-and-file decisions of students; but facts belied them. In Australia, for instance, disaffiliation has been followed by a national movement pro-IUS, and forced appointment of a pro-IUS delegate. In France Hollyman and Scoones say IUS is virtually unknown' to the average student Similarly in USA. where the national union has never' affiliated.


The Hollyman-Scoones comment on the criticisms of this group: "The opinions of student leaders in certain countries where students are not openly drawn into free discussion on IUS or IUS activities. . . . They are 
afraid of discussion, afraid to send rank-and-file students to an IUS meeting. Their allegations against IUS are to cover this fact.... They dared not attack IUS constitution be-cause they knew they would lose their own support. They dare not withdraw from IUS, because the example of Australia showed them that that means an increase of mass support for IUS.


At the conference, they were exposed in the discussions. Their behaviour outside the meetings branded them as conspirators: they held meetings during the meal-hours, and their voices hushed when any alien element came near. . . . During sessions, they did not stand and applaud the speeches for which the majority of delegates did (including our own speech, and others well "west"). . .


"Since the conference, NUS Council meetings rejected a motion pledging them to implement IUS Conference, resolution on work for student needs and organisation for an international student congress in 1950. Discussion on motions of censure on IUS was severely curtailed and speakers from the floor were refused the right of participation in discussion. This is a striking contrast to the democratic procedure at every session of IUS Conference."


And so on, like the harrowing of Hell.


The calling of the London conference thus falls into line. As NZ delegates remark: "It is in reality a further step in the attempt to disrupt IUS and cause a split in international student unity." To this, gathering were invited the undemocratic Dutch student council (which doesn't accept the IUS constitution) and the Government-run 'All India Student Congress' formed to counter the too-embarassing demands of the mass of Indian Students in the All India Students Federation.


The report of the NUS delegation to the conference ends up 'We submit that what we are at present able, in a minority position alone, to achieve, warrants a continuation of membership." Apparently they doubt whether students in the UK would stand for being cut adrift.


Victoria should make it clear to NZUSA that it was mistaken on the same point. Reaffiliation should be a goal for next month's NZUSA annual meeting.
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Our Part-And Yours



We enter our 12th year of publication with a return to our original format—weekly issue, four pages. The reasons for this return are many, but we think its main justification is that we can give you a far more topical and rapid coverage of events in the college and out, in a weekly. Too often in the past, excellent reports and reviews have lost their point because the thing discussed was forgotten by the time it was noted in print. This will be a major gain, and we hope that it will be reflected in an increased circulation, an Increased interest in the opinions which you and we air in these columns.


For the staff, it means a great deal more work and organisation; most of us are part-timers, and you will appreciate what it means to cut down even more on the slender allowance of spare time available. We ask in return only that you support it, How? First, by buying it. "Salient" could be almost self supporting, with an increase in circulation; if you prefer to read it over someone's shoulder rather than buying your own, you pay in the end anyway. Next, and just as important, we want it regarded as an opportunity to get your views aired. That is its chief raison d'etre. Our staff are volunteers (only the editor is appointed) and they do the job simply because they believe that it matters whether a college has some outlet for its opinions—and think that students ought to have opinions worth expressing.


"Salient" is "an organ of student opinion" but it can't function if you don't say What you think in writing. The staff can't possibly write it all themselves, and it would be a bad thing if they did; the effect of the paper depends largely on the number of people in the college who are articulate enough to use it. If those people don't all think alike, or don't think as we do, then so much the better. A university should be a place where friction whets the edge of thought, not where disagreement dulls it. We hope, too, that another result of the weekly issue will be to establish "Salient" as an institution for expression in VUC: a fortnightly, however well done, amid the million claims on a students attention, tends to be regarded as a sporadic event, appearing from Lord knows where, and Heaven knows how.


We can promise to see that important events in the college and outside, are reported; we can't and won't promise that every such activity will get' attention—it is up to clubs to publicise themselves. We can see that articles about things you will be (or should be) interested in, are published: but if you don't find here mention of something you are interested in, blame yourself, not us. We can see that everyone gets a fair chance to give their views on controversial questions, but again, if you fail to find your viewpoint represented here, come out and say so—muttering darkly to your friends in the Commonroom is a footling pastime.


This is not to say that "Salient" is going to pretend to be a mere sounding board for opinion. It is not. A student paper should try to lead, as well as reflect, opinion. On almost all the topics which we touch of our, own wish, our attitude will be one which, we can only describe as "considered criticism." That doesn't mean dogmatic doubt; it does mean that we are going to refuse to accept the general attitude, the prevalent and revered beliefs, simply because they are general and prevalent and revered. Attitudes should be accepted only after questioning, and we hope that this college is an apt place for making such assessments. This outlook of ours will be as consistent as we can make it—in sport as in university affairs, in the arts (which we hope to scan and review as widely as we can, believing that you ought to have opinions there) as in politics and world affairs (on which again you should have opinions to express). We are not departing from the ideas which "Salient" has carried out since its inception, in expressing our policy in this way. The job of being only a gadfly would be tedious hut if the gadfly's job is vacant—as it seems to be in our society, except for a few hopeful stirrings here and there—then we will try to apply the sting occasionally where we feel it is most needed.


So, while we have no intention of rushing into criticism for its own sake—both the rushing and the dogmatic criticising being appalling to think about we like even less the idea of conformity for its own sake. Rushing into anything is irresponsible; never accepting any values is worse; but an endless 
[
unclear: fe] of passive acceptance should have no place whatever in this college. It won's if we can help it.




—D.G.
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[image: Outstanding New Books The STORY of ART—E. H. Gombrich—26/3 A Phaldon Press Publication Perhapa the moat distinguished production of the famous art publishers, this is the book of a scholar who has the rare sift of writing simply without over-simplifying. It la a book about an which the new comer can appreciate as much as the connoisseur. With 370 illustrations, 21 in full colour. WORLD DRAMA—Allardyce Nicoll—30/- The world's foremost authority on theatre follows his two famous books British Drama" and "'Development or the Theatre" with this monu mental exposition of dramatic history from Sophocles to Sartre. Over 1000 pages, containing numerous illustrations. MODERN BOOKS 48a MANNERS STREET—WELLINGTON]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 13, No. 1. March 02, 1950

In the "Forgotten Factor" . . . — An Overlooked Conclusion







In the "Forgotten Factor" . . .


An Overlooked Conclusion






The Moral Rearmament movement opened its Wellington session with a flourish and fanfare which comes naturally and easily only to those whose modesty is submerged by money.



From the opening of the evening it, self, this critic was vaguely uneasy; if the play was as good as we, were told at some length; if the ideas so good, then why the Introductory speeches and backslapping, the little pep talks on how successful it had been in other countries, the horribly coy and lipstickless chorines pale in the glare of the footlights with the too, too rousing choruses? Why, not let the thing stand fan Its own feet?. However, we were willing to understand that in their enthusiasm for the movement, its advocates were rather over-anxious to impress us with its worth, and rather over-reached themselves in their anxiety to do it. We personally could never stand revivalist meetings, and this looked like deteriorating into the intellectual equivalent of one.


Let's take the play from the technical angle apart from its "message" as it was termed. Frankly, it was lousily done. The producer had some ability—the timing was occasionally good—but it would have taken two cheer leaders and a battery of competent West-end producers to make anything at all out of the cast Some of them rose to the mediocre on acting ability; others were not quite so convincing. Unfortunately, Betty, the millionaire's daughter, and also her mother neither of whom had very important parts) were better than the rest. The male lead, on the other hand, suffered the disadvantage of being quite the least convincing actor they possessed: his movements somewhat irritated, because they were singularly ungraceful—even if he had been smitten by a sudden change of heart in the best tradition of the old-time theatre he had no need to look quite so out of this world. To some extent the lack of polish in the acting may have been the result of the gross overdrawing of the characters—which is the fault of the playwright, not the producer.






Old time stuff


Of the play itself, it is more difficult to talk. Divorcing it from the ideas it expressed, the plot was rather conventionally melodramatic—the sudden conversion overlayed with the Sort of wisecracks which an Oxford don, trying desperately to make a play appeal to an audience used to Cochran and Coward, might be expected to use. The dialogue was good in parts: the adolescents seemed more at home in their dialogue than any of the adults, which may be a significant fact.


And for the ideas the play expressed? The theme of the play was almost wholly devoted to industrial relations, showing how disharmony and strife could be broken down by a willingness to admit error, a readiness to art the other fellow's point of view. The stubborn business man, the equally stubborn labour leader, both heated and opposed each other doggedly. Now it is all right, you say, to preach this philosophy of loving each other all of a sudden, of forgiving all past antagonisms. But how are you going to get people to do this so smartly? The play answered it by making the millionaire's son suffer (the audience, too, rather suffered at this point) a sudden conversion of spirit. From being a gay dog who came home (shoes in hand) in the morning, he changes to a conveniently serious deus ex machina in a matter of days: then, hey presto! he is available to go round converting everyone. Those who have no such convenient del to convert them may feel dubious still, but the play was presumably meant to do this for the audience. But still, one must be careful not to let something valuable slip lightly past in an easy cynicism. In fact, the play had a worthy contribution to make to present day thought. It said, in fact, that we are by no means likely to be infallible about our judgments: nor is the other bloke likely to be quite so completely fallible as we would wish to suppose. There was much mention of co-operation, of pulling together, of unity and understanding and so on. This was all rather annoyingly nebulous in aim and in manner of achievement—it appealed more to a generalised and vague herd instinct than to any moral sense which one might possess. However, one felt that over all, there was some good in the idea; certainly a great deal of the difficulty we face in international relationships comes from this stubbornness, or its larger counterpart, national pride. And certainly, one felt that the play was now getting somewhere. It was going to move on from preaching the smaller value of personal humility and understanding to the larger value of appreciating that the other nation is not so bad as it has been painted for us all this time; that we tend to think of the other nation in catch words, not on personal terms. Maybe, one even thought at this stage, it is going to finish up with the obvious logical conclusion—that by international understanding and abandonment of national pride, we will reach true world government. Ah, one thought, how mistaken I was about these people. They may be a little impractical in the optimism with which they hope this state of affairs will be reached, but there is no doubt that world government must come, and this is the way to get it.






Cold water


The disillusionment from this happy looking-ahead into the plot was not rude and sudden. Maybe one shouldn't have forgotten the little talk given first (before the play started) when we were told that unity (that word again) would provide for us the surest defence against any menace, with a dark reference to Asia. Maybe we should not have overlooked the significance of the name of the movement itself—Moral 
Rearmament.


For in a fine peroration, the labour leader convinces the mob that only by unity and understanding can—a stronger America be reached. Why, in the name of the Lord? Why, in the name of logical thought, stop this fine idea of co-operation short at the boundaries of 
national unity? Might it not even be that international disharmony is caused by the same "forgotten factor"? The programme which we were provided with should have prepared us for this too, for it noted that this unity, moral rearmament, was the ideology which was necessary for us in the fight of good against evil. Hadn't the play been trying to preach that, when genuine understanding existed, we found that those whom we thought evil were, in fact, pretty much like ourselves?


And then, I'm afraid, one started to see through this thing.


Many—no, all—of the cast were obviously sincere. Most of the back-era for this movement in New Zealand are probably also sincere. But are their feelings, genuine desires for peace and tolerance and understanding not being used viciously to create a well disguised hatred, a reformed national pride on an ideological plane?


And anyway, one started to wonder, is the trouble with the world only that people won't admit error. Are the words "I'm sorry" quite such a panacea? Maybe there are other factors—economic, social, biological or what have you—which also help to create this situation; perhaps a social and economic revival and overhaul is indicated, too? And anyway, after it was all over and everyone was jolly good friends, would the labour leader not go back, with his crushed-in-spirit wife, to the poverty-stricken home, to the leavings of those ham and eggs, while the millionaire returned to that comfortable chair there in the corner to enjoy his after breakfast coffee? Maybe, in fact, this movement could be used to ensure the evils of our system—mal-distribution of income and living needs.


We were not morally rearmed.




—
Jiminy Critic.





Freshers!


The Swimming Club meets every Thursday night at Thorn-don Baths, Murphy St., from 8-9 p.m. Excellent coaching in available and more volunteers are 'wanted for water-polo teams. Contact Des Dowse or Pip Piper c/- Chem. Dept.
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The Critic on the Hearth




The literary page (or rather half page) in each weekly issue of "Salient" is, we hope, going to cover a much wider field than formerly. To do this will require some co-operation from those who' are interested in the arts, or in any one field.


We want critical reviews of films, plays, musical performances, books, art showings, and anything else you can think of which should fit into this page.


Critical appreciations of writers and poets, original verse and criticism of it would help to make the literary page worthwhile—as it ought to be in a university. If you're sufficiently interested in films, concerts, art showings or plays, to attend them, you are the person we need. If you are willing to do even one review, during the year, please submit your name, address and phone number to the Literary Editor, giving some idea of your particular interest. Then, if we want a review, we can contact you. '


When we say "review," however, we mean a critical review: one which" assesses, not merely describes. And if possible, make it short: restrict reviews to 400-450 words. Our space is limited.




—E.M.G.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 13, No. 1. March 02, 1950

[advert]






[image: For WATCHES JEWELLERY SOUVENIRS and REPAIRS SHERWOOD and Sons 103 WILLIS STREET (Next Duke of Edinburgh Hotel)]




[image: SOUTH'S FOR BOOKS All the available set textbooks can be obtained at South's, as well as many recommended books of the kind you require. In addition we can offer a wide selection of general reading to cover adequately each of your subjects. Use our mail-order service South's Book Depot Limited 8 Wills Street, Wellington. Telephone 40-907]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 13, No. 1. March 02, 1950

The Musical Horizon







The Musical Horizon






Now that "Salient" will be published more frequently, it will be possible to run a regular column on the musical activities of Wellington. It is my intention to turn this space into a "fireside talk," as it were, discussing coming events, delivering some criticism on works and artists heard, and, incidentally, putting in a word or two on broadcasting programmes and new gramophone record releases—all this, without any regular pattern so far. Nor are these weighty pronouncements made by an expert: they stem from an amateur in music listening and music making, and if they evoke fierce criticism on the part of "Salient" readers, so much the better ...



The season is only just emerging from its long siesta, and all I can do today is to discuss forthcoming events. The National Orchestra has announced an outline of works to be played, and, quite recently, I heard one of its first broadcasts from 2YA, under the baton of Dr. Bainton. It was not much fun, I thought—as if the component parts of our main music-making body were grudgingly reassembling in the unfavourably hot weather of mid-February. I was a bit late in tuning in, but managed to listen to Smetana's famous "Bartered Bride" overture, and it was a far from pleasant experience. There was neither unity of playing, nor freshness of rendering. However, it is certainly too early to judge the orchstra and its new conductor. The programmes so far outlined are in-teresing enough, and soloists as Colin Horaley and Cara Hall hold some promise. Beethoven's Fourth Piano Concerto will be a healthy change from the romantic thundering on the keyboard which was one of last year's main crops—Tschaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, Grieg, etc. I am also looking forward to Vaughan Williams' Sixth Symphony.






Beethoven and Willner


The prospects for chamber music are most alluring. Gerhard Willner has already started on the complete cycle of the 32 Beethoven piano sonatas under, the auspices of the Regional Council for Adult Education. This is a musical experience of the first order, and one which, right at the outset of the season, will set a standard not only for excellent playing, but also for disciplined and concentrated listening. We are in great need of both. It is only too often that visiting artists, endeavour to please too large a public by judiciously (?) mixing the very good with the facile and showy type of music. To play these 32 sonatas falls into a different category altogether, because in them the composer has expressed himself during all the periods of his life: from the simplicity and joyfulness of his early years—as in the Opus 2—to the majestic mystery of his late creative period—as in the "Hammerclavler" Sonata—we can follow Beethoven, but it is a far from easy task. Gerhard Willner has done well to dispense with the chronological order, and to present four sonatas on each of the eight recitals, taken from different periods of the composer's life. Thus the contrasts and the continuity of the total work can be studied on each night. And again, to play these sonatas in their entirety means more than just music making: It means that the artist must have lived through them for many years, and this fact must have become clear to all listeners of Willner in former years. His rendering of Beethoven ranks very highly indeed, and all I can do here is to invite as many people as possible to attend these recitals. It may be as well to listen to some of the later works as recorded by Arthur Schnabel—available in the music room of the Public Library—before going to the actual performance. Tickets for the cycle are available at Beggs, Manners Street, at 30/-for the eight recitals, which take place at the R.S.A. Hall, Victoria Street, on the following dates:—February 27, March 2, 7, 14, 18, 23. 28, and April 4. I do regret the very close spacing of' the recitals, which make attendance at all of them rather a strain—but then I think that I may have become lazy and need to educate myself again to what I called disciplined listening.






Chamber music


The Wellington Chamber Music Society has announced a fine series of performances, and I would like to advise students interested in the society to join, especially since special Students' Concession subscriptions are available at £1 per year. The Musica Viva ensemble from Sydney are scheduled for the first part of the season, the English Masterman Piano Quartet (travelling under the auspices of the British Council) will present British chamber music, and of local groups, the Alex Lindsay string orchestra can be expected to maintain their considerably fine chamber playing later on in the year. Francis Rosner and associates are likewise scheduled again, and since I heard, them last at the opening concert of the Society for Contemporary Music, I have nothing but praise for their cultured and imaginative playing of modern works.




—H.B.
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Calling Sports!



This year "Salient" is coming out weekly and under such a system Sports News can be extremely topical as long as reports are in on time, by six o'clock on each Friday evening at the latest. By doing this a much greater interest in Sports can be achieved, which would be greatly to the benefit of all concerned. To ensure that reports are regular we suggest very strongly that each committee 
appoint a member to be responsible for the job and let us have his name so that we can later arrange feature articles on each club in turn. This policy is a continuation of that pursued by all past Sports Editors—an attempt to raise the Standard of Sport at VUG This cannot be achieved without co-operation and a certain amount of effort, so we appeal to you to do your best to help us. It is the least you can do if you are enthusiastic about your own particular Sport, let alone Sport in general, so we shall be expecting regular reports from you. Copy can be left on the Men's Common room Noticeboard, the Executive Room or "Salient" Room, but it must be on time. All we require is a brief report of teams' or clubs' successes or failures—nothing very long, between 100 and 150 words except by prior arrangement, as under the present system space is somewhat curtailed. Let us make this year a really good one for Sport at VUC instead of remaining at our recent standard.




—J.N.J.
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VUC Swords Club


Since the Club's activities were last reported in detail, its members have won many notable victories in competition, both men's and women's. We won the women's provincial shield, and were runners up in the men's provincial shield: individually, the following members gained success:—


F. Flaws won the men's sabre, and was runner-up in the foils. He also was an NZ rep. in the Empire Games.


E. Flaws won the epee, with P. Hampton and N. Rumsey second and third.


Juliet Burrel was runner-up in the women's foils, and Alison Keys was third. We also gained second and third in the Junior women's champs. The first and third in the men's juniors were varsity trained. So much for the trophies on our shelves.


Don't think you have to be a champion to be in the club. Members are coming in thick and fast from the colleges, and there is room for anyone who wants to learn an ancient and noble sport The clash of swords doesn't mean scars and flowing blood, and you won't (maybe though you wilt regret it) see any hairy pirates hacking at each other. Ladles! You will learn, as well as a new sport, grace, deportment and finesse: and men! you will find that the sport is excitingly vigorous, the company more than merely congenial.


Tuesday nights in the Gym are kept for us. Come up and see us some time.
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[image: SALIENT FACTS About Technical Books 1 When you buy technical books remember that we specialise in their selection and importation. We don't stock them just as a sideline. 2 When you need advice on Technical Books remember that we are both willing and qualified to help. you. We appreciate your problems. 3 When you want Technical Books in a hurry remember that we get them from, all over the world as quickly and as cheaply as possible. Our hand-picked (but not thumb-marked) stock is well worth inspecting. TECHNICAL BOOKS LTD. 11 WALTER STREET (OFF VIVTAN STREET) Phone 56-101, P.O. Box 518,Te Aro, WELLINGTON Take 4, 6, 7 or 11 tram to Vivian Street We're next to Relax Building.]
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SOUTH’S FOR BOOKS

.

Al the availeble set textbooks can be obtained
at South's, sa well s many recommended books
of the kind you require. In addition we can offer
a wide selection of general reading to cover

adequately each of your subjects.

Use our mail-order service
.

South’s Book Depot Limited

8 Wills Street Welllogton. Telephone 40.907
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About Technical Books

When you buy technical boos remember that we speciuise
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When Jou neea advice on Technical Books remember
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TECHNICAL BOOKS LTD.
11 WALTER STREET (OFF VIVIAN STREET)
Phone 58101, F.0. Box 315, To Aro,
WELLINGTON

Take 4,6, 7 or 11 tram to Vivtash Street.
S sext to Relax Buéing
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In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




