No. 14, No. 2

Wellington, March 15, 1951.

By Subseription

ONGRESS AT THE COVE: 1951

ONE might have wondered whether a congress with the title
and theme “There is still hope” could possibly offer any. Yet
probably many of those who were there are convinced, as I am,

that there is just a glimmer.
course up to all of us.

As at the previous congressess,
about 130 students of all colleges and
some from Australia llved with the
speakers in a community which gave
full scope for the free interchange of
ideas. For those who wiahed, there
were church services on the Sundays,
and about half the congress attended.
Obviously cnough too, and also not
so opviously, activities were not
limited to intellectunl ones. <Curious
Cove just is a delightful spot for
swimming, the sun, volley ball, boat-
ing, walks, music or what you will.
Thanks to the excelleAt new
N.Z.U.S.A. Song Book, singing often
resounded far into the night. On the
social Bide, who will forget the
example of socialist Paul Oestreicher
and free-enterprise Clive Cresswell
llving happlly together under a
planned economy?

Opening

From the moment the chalrman
Mr. A. E. D. Falrburn {(Auckland)
introduced the first seasion, it was
plain that the congress would be per-
vaded by an invigorating spirit of
open enquiry and a sense of humour.
Rex Falrburn was a first-rate Chair-
man of Congress,

It is impossible in this space to do
justice to the speakers or to critic-
ism, but an outline may give some
idea of what it was we thought about.
Mr. J. R, Marshall, M.P. (Mount
Victoria, Wellington) opened the con-
gress officially. He saw the world
situation as East-West confllet. Hope
would lic in the strength of the West.
He stated his view of present-day
Cominunlsm, its strategy, and the
methods he favoured of combating
it. Dilscussion showed, however, that
free liberal enquiry can still be found.
Mr. Marahall concluded with a gquota-
tion from T. R. Glover to the effect
that in ancient times the Christlans
outlived the pagans, out-thought
them, and out-died them. Lance
Robinson pointed out that this did
not say out-fought them.

Background

Yrof. Woeod (VUC) put the theme
that what pattern you drew: from
higtory depends upon the philpsophy
with which you approach history.
Prof. Wood did mention that Mr,
Marshall had defined present Com-
muism by the Manifesto, & process
that could be likened to defining the
Most Rev. C. F. Fisher by the SBermon

SQUARE DANCING
Friday, March 16
Internal Affairs Dept.
Teacher
IN THE GYM — pm.

Preavious Experience UNnoecossary.
Freshers /- — Nem-Frectess 1/8
8.CAM.

Whether there can be more is of

on the Mount. Dlscussion was poor,
but did produce, in response to
Shayle Searle's quoting Venn on
aggregate regularity with individual
irregularity, Kevin O'Brien's “Sounds
like a laxative ad."

Dr., Odell (Otago) dealt with
modern exploration and the Everest
expedition, and gave a timely re-
minder about the Roas Sea Depend-
ency. Without man's enquiring mind,
man would indeed have no hope.

Dr. Mansergh, Prof, of British
Commonwealth RHelatlons at Chatham
House, London, gave iwo most able
addresses, the first on the Pattern
of British Commonwealth Foreign
Policies 1836-50, the second on the
Commonwealth in Asia. The problem
was how to prevent a recurrence of
world wars. .ae Commonwealth had
an important part to play in thils.
After an outline of Commonwealth
relations, and the members® attitudes
in the present situation, Dr. Mansergh
went on to consider the addition of
the Asian members and the change
in balance entailed, The second
address began with an cutllne of the
nature of the Commonwealth with
{ts autonomous co-operating mem-
bers. The value of free discussion
in a democracy was emphasised.
Many aspects of the situation in re-
gard to Asla were treated fully. It
was mentioned that the rising
nationaliams there have not been
wholly immoderate. Where external
policy is concerned we¢ must be sure
there ia no other alternative before
we let ourselves become involved in
a war. In the writer's opinion, Dr.
Mansergh's talks, except for the firat
few minutes of each, were constantly
implicitly assuming that Russla In-
tends to make war on us, although
Dr. Mansergh denied that he made
this assumption. Questions as to
what evidence there was for this
elicited no satisfactory anaswer. Many
were of the distinet impression that
Dr. Mansergh was evading the ques-
tions put to him durlng discussion
time. There was no answer to Lance
Robinson's question: How far does
Dr. Mansergh base his hepe, if any,
on power politics?

The Effect of Beliefs

Father McArdle (Dunedin) posed
the question: Can our clvilisation
stand the wars and rebuild? War
has accuatomed wvictore and van-
quished alike to methods that Christ-
ianity has been striving for centuries
to eradicate. The ruins of Europe,
where the founders of Western Clvil-
isation fought each other, atand in
stark contrast to the confidence of
the Asian peoples.

U.N.O. seems to offer little hope.
The solution to our difficulties is not
easy. It requires us to look beyond
ths immediats and obvious causes.
The world is one .for the firat time
and is consclious of it. The present
is & crials of unification due to tech-
nological development. The world
of ideals has bean abandoned In
favour of efficlent action.

We are unprepared to meet this
new unity. Tho atabllity proper to

g¢ivillgation must have an ethical
bams—the moral law accepted as an
imperative duty., Without Christian-
ity, science lends Mself to unilitansm
and exploitauon, Without science
Christianity becomes stagnant, We
can have both in & return to the
Christian tradition. The one human
race must be brought together In
brotherhood. These ideals are not
easy to realise because of the evil in
man. (ln discusmien Father mMcArdle
agreed Cnrisuanity tells of the only
method of overcoming this evil)

Christianity alone can give Lhe
apiritual unity necessary. “Where
tnere I8 no God there is no man

either.” ‘Working to this end will
take a long ume, but it i3 the moat
worthwhile and hopetul task. Work-
log to tmis end wul invoive Aghung
proflt, enjoyment, force and nation-
allam, wnue encouraging the growth
of international and co-vperauve or-
E&anisations.

In view of this talk, one cannot
help being puzzied by, for instance,
the attitude of Lhe watholic Church
to Communists. One aiso had the
feeling that guestions and discussion
elicited suncter specitic views.

Dr. Bernadelll (Utago) used cross-
cultural tests of apiuty {(wrde sense)
a8 & basis lor a long range analysia
of civiiisations. The tests were sup-
ported with instances of practices
such as gome methods of grinding
corn, and persisience iIn Lhese
methods. Dr. HBernadelll argued that
both the practices and the persiatence
were umnteiligent, It seemed tnat
technological development was the
msein test of clvilisation, and that
it was due to genetic factors,

Poasible geographic and econoamic
factors were 1eIT out of account.
Hereditary and environmental tactors
in the transmission of patterns of
living from one generation to the
next were contuséd, and Dr. Bernad.
¢lli made no reference to the vast
coatribution of the cultural anthro-
poiogists to the better understanding
of tnis lssue. Hlis criterion of civil-
isation wag a prominent bone AmOng
the many contenticns in discussion.

Dr. Aitken {Otago} discussed our
belief and action and their relation
with observation and reasoning. Ob-
servation and reasoning can lemper
belief and action, yet also as, ¢.g.,
in social studies, beliet and action
influence observalion and ressoning.
The more accurately this cross in-
fluence were Aappreciated, the more
closely we Nould approach truth,
Within the univirsity we should not
seek to promulgate party political
views, but gather study them intellec-
tually. Thia did not diacharge the
student’s dulty to live as a citlzen.
The same appliecd to the study of
religion within the university.

A major lssue in the vigorous dls-
cussion was whether one could fully
underatand some things, e.g., politics,
religion, art, without participating in
them, The Issue of whether &
university could aveld committing
itself to any philosophical paoaition
was also ralsed.

Prof. Knight (Otago) brought the
Hebraic tradition to our notice. By
contrast with the Greeks, the
Hebrews did not divide mind and
matter; they regarded reality as one.
Hence he sought to present a pattern
of history derlved from the Old
Teatament, exemplifisd to the Limit
of human understanding by Christ's
life death and resurrection, and in-
stanced all the ddms. A modern
example was the new hope springing

from the ruins of Europe. As the
aacient Hebrews made no mind-
matter division, they never felt the
difficulty of getting at mind and per-
sonality which we seem to have,

although they thought of ultimate
reality as something which could
only be hinted at. They had. how-
ever, connected their perception of a
Presence with their perception of
a Purpose and, anthropomorphic
though it enight be, had foliowed the
pramptings, and had found thelr ex-
perience developed and fulfilled. The
Purpose wasa moral, holy, good, loving
and present. Therefore it was enough
to trust it

However, many were diassatiafied at
Prof. Knight's unwlllingness to de-
fine his terms even a little, or to
meet the problem of predestination
which his view seemed to raise. ‘Per-
haps his mistake lay in not showing
precisely how the Purpose and people
are connected,

LSS,

Mr. Carter (Canterbury) gave a
splendld and falr summary of I.C.S.
and its functions. The trouble ia we
are 50 used to hearing huge figures
of starvation that we don't heed
them. ©Our apathy has no excuse.
The controveray with I11U.8. was
fairly touched upon. The I.UJ.S. data
which was also available st the con-
gress was mentioned at dilscussion
time,

Art and the Problem

Mr. Falrburn's own addreas on the
revelance of the arts to the congress
theme directed attention to the sub-
jective aspect of the situatlion. One
of the strongest factors making for
war was the vacuum in our bored
minds. Life is a search for meaning,
Our experience has meaning when we
can find order In it. Art exteriorises
the order and thereby enables us lo
participate in a life of fuller meaning.
We live In two worlds—the world of
nature and time, and the world of
idea imagination and value. Human
capacity for abstraction has caused
thia rift in our experience. This rift
extends to the division between pro-
cess and imagination, the building up
of tensions, which, though nccasary
to clvilisation, have consegquences
which need to be guarded against.
Our problem is to live 80 as to be.
long properly to the world of pro-
cess and also be aware of value.
Suggested that langusage, of which
art is one particular form, may be
the clue to achiaving this. In worka
of art we find a fusion of abstract
and concrete, of idea and image.
Unless you can put thought into
imagery it is unorganised and useless.
{(Is this 8507} We hope to enjoy
life, i.e., be Invelved thoroughly in fit,

{Continted on page §5)
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NO MARKS IN 1951

RESULT cards issued by the
University of New Zealand
were not informative. In the
space where marks used to
appear a rubber stamp informed

candidate: The issue of
marks is8 now abandoned for
most subjects. As far as stud-
ents are concerned the position
which now exists cannot be sat-
isfactory.

In some subjects marks ap-
when the results are

on University notice boards,
while in other subjects no marks
are released, only a list of the
names of those who passed.
Some students know their
marks, others do not.

Marks, whether they be below
or above the pass standard,
assist students in two ways.
First those who fail wish to
know how far and how lament-
ably. Secondly passing students
often wish to decide which sub-
ject to take a degree in or to
take to another stage. It may
be argued that faculties can
provide this information but
will they? Will students take
the time to find out before the
year begins?

As it is the staff cannot cope
with all the work they have to
do and it is doubtful whether
they wish to be inundated with
this task. At the beginnin% of
the year Heads of Facuilties
advise students but there are
those who plan from the time-
table beforehand and changes at
the last moment will only delay
the already long drawn out en-
rolment process.

Overseas where staff and
students come into more per-
sonal contact through the ne-
glected, and under t staff
conditions impractical, tutorial
system personal consultation is
pﬂlsaible. Here it is very diffi-
cult,

It apga.m to us that marks
should issued. Students wel-
come them as a guide to future
work, as a record and sometimes
as information for interested
parents and relatives.

A statement explaining the
decision obtained from the Uni-
versity of New Zealand appears
elsewhere in this issue.

REGISTRAR'S REPLY

VI!HE Registrar of the University of
New Zealand was not avallable
for nn Interview but he kindly gave
Sallent the following Information.

Marks were not issued on the
cards following the adoption by the

" Senate of a recommendation made by

the Academic Board “that In the
case of examinations not higher
than the Bachelor's stage conducted

a University College the final
results be reported to the Unlversity
gs Pass or Fall"”

This recommendation was adopted
by the Senate on & motion moved by
Sir Thomas Hunter and seconded by
the Vice Chancellor, and these words
were added to the original motion:
‘“unless otherwise requested by the
Unlversity.”

What exactly is the result of those
added words? Presumably to allow
the request to be made in the future
If there are exceptional ecircum-
stances surrounding any examina-
tion. The reason for not [Issulng
marks, however, Is still not clear.
The Executive is making further en-
quiries.

Why the Swan Song ?

ONE Editor Shalt Thou have and He Up From the Ranks and
espoused of Joseph. His House shall be ordered as THE House
kas been ordered for thnirteen long years and its tradition shall
encrust his outlook. Let his lineage be in the Popular Front
and his allegiance to the Socialist Club in whose hands rests the
key of knowledge and the source of all radical thinking. May
he be Meek in viewpoint but strong in the face of any other
pressure graup temptation. If proof be needed of his character

let him march for Indonesia, praise Gottwald and ignore the death’

of Masaryk. I} his mind is divided into parts let one be red and
the other anti-fascist. - One master shalt he serve and with one
voice, and one viewpoint he shait husband whether it be in the
land of your fathers or over the oceans and this shall be called
“The Role of the Soviet Union and the New People’s Democracies

in the Salvation of the Wor

" Let Tito be an anathema—after

1948—and Mqo the ligh! in the East.” And if he be rightly chosen
then the line shall prosper and the changes be more easily glossed
over, for in him you have the voice of your Party and he must
be made obedient unto it. Watch him well. Set guards and keep
him true. Other Editors I have had who were of my persuasion
but they have been lost and we have cast them out as deviationists,
warmongers, imperialista, fascists, titoists, chauvinists, Trotsky-
ites let their defection undermine our house built on the sand.

For One Editor Shalt Thou Have and One Only and He Shall
Serve you rather than his University.

RE “STUDENTS IN NEED”
SII!.,-—I should llke to comment

upon several suggestive and mis-
leading inaccuracies in “E.GM.'s"
article *For Students in Need”
which appeared in "Sallent” on Feb-
ruary 28,

Reference to the constitution of
1.8.8.N.Z. will show that, conirary to
“E.G.M.'s" suggestion, the national
committee of 1.8.8. is not “elected by
nobody, responsible to nobody, and
self-perpetuating.” The officers are,
mpointdfnct.decudntthennnuﬂ
conference by delegates from: (8)
The university and training college
1.8.8. committees in each of the
centres. (b) Six interested national
organisations, viz., NZUBA, NZSCM,
NZEU, UNESCO, NZAUT (Univer-
sity Teachers' Association) and the
Unlversity Catholic Socleties.

The remalning members of  the
committee are appointed by NZUSA,
NZAUT and each of the local LE.S,
committees. Co-opted members form
8 strictly limited minority.

"E.G.M.'s" vague remarks about
“Booklets which could only lose

money” have little meaning unless
she supplies factual evidence.

The statement that ISS spent
money raised for W.S.R. on “cul-
tural activities” is misleading as the
W.S.R. budget is drawn up, not by
the ISS administration as “"E.G.M."
would have us believe, but by the

assembly of W.8.R. itself,

“E.G.M."'s" statement that last year
“ISS believed that material relief was
no longer necessary’ is in direct con-
tradiction to the stated policy of
ISS of spending 85 per cent of its
income for the year 1850-561 on
material rellef.

I would, therefore, sugest that the
contrast drawn by "E.G.M."” between
the “cultural activities” of ISS and the
“material relief” of ISR is a false
antithesis and a distorted over-
amplification of the facts.

I am, etc,,
ARCH MATHESON

* * *

WHAT'S NOT WHAT?

IR,—There ar¢ several errors-in

that article ‘“What's What” but

by far the worat in view of the

importance of the organisation is the

uis-.':lt'l of the United Nations Organ-
on.

The official title of this organisa-
tion is not UNO but UN. The title
was changed about two or three
years ago. "Salient’ could at least
get that right—don't you think?

UNITAS

We certainly do.—Ed.

. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPEN THE DOOR RICHARD

SIR,-—I!: is the custom of students
attending lectures in the Little
Theatre Block to strike out in that
direction from the maln !
There are three a routes: one
is a long circultous foray around the
office past the chemistry block and
up the road, the second is an equally
meandering way around the gg: and
on & wet day both reguire ving
tempestuous hurricanes. The third
and simplest way that which the
college authorities probably origin-
ally intended is the direct path
through the blology block. Unfortun-
ately there is a hitch or rather a
door.

This door appears to be shut and
locked about five o'clock, and for no
apparent reason. It is open at that
time on just enough occasions to give
students the hope that it m:ght open
every night. Usually five past five,
sees frustrated students making their
way downstairs to talke one of the
other routes. The caretaker I under-
stand locks all other doors nine
o'elock. Could the Exec see that this
door is left open until that hour?

UNDOORMANT

EXAM. FEES

ZEALAND  students
are going to be asked to
dip into their pockets even
deeper come June 10. Those of
us who have received result
cards found enclosed an inter-
esting communication stating
that the Senate had d
that fees per paper were to be
raised from 15/- to 17/6—in
short, this year’s Freshers
taking three subjects will have
to pay five guineas instead t:{
£4/10/-, an increase of 15/-.
happy thought.

The Senate doubtless has its
reasons for this rise—unfor-
tunately students, who, unlike
customers for any other enter-
prise, can refuse to purchase
goods if they are d too
highly, are forced to %Mse
feea unless BOME FO oF
%‘;‘SDS PROTEST IS ORGAN-

It is not the first time that
such a move has been made’
by the Senate. In 1946 they
were raised from a guinea a
subject to the presemt 15/- per
paper—but the Senate was
going to raise the fees to 17/-
Per paper.

Senate was forced to reduce
their initial estimate by 2/-

As we have dome this once,
surely we can do it again. Be
ready to help us. After all—
we can all utilise 15/-, whether
we drink, smoke, or have other
less obv{oun vices, —M.N.P.

FOR--

WATCHES
JEWELLERY
SOUVENIRS

and

REPAIRS

SHERWOOD

and Sons

103 WILLIS STREET
(Next Duks of Edinburgh Hotel)
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Praises Requiring to be Sung Mud Requiring to be Slung
Department
His Own Trumpet With Salient Approbato

It is a brave venture by a book-
seller because booksellers do not, as
a rule appear to be brave enough to
venture thus. Ca es both gratin
and sixpence, illustrated and on
cheap paper abound but no cata-
logues which actually criticilse booka
in stock. Some books do receive
praise of course and some are juat
listed for one's information.

Other features include Mr. P.
blowing his own trumpet and other
persons talking about books and
authors. You may not agree with the
obvious enthusiasm for Bertrand
Russell or Joyce Cary or Elizabeth
Bownn but enthusiasm is a refreshing
change and you wil agree with at
least one of Mr. P's enthusiasms,

The setup and printing deserve a
credit mark and the covers brighten
the scene by refusing to be mundane.
iI; 1:thiar.t Mr. Fairburn sticking his pen

You can obtain a subseription
which means mail every two monthe
or 80. The current Packet features

reviews of The Lost Traveller by
Antonia White, The Wall by John
(Hiroshima) Hersey, and James
Burnham's. The Coming Defeat of
Communism. There are quotes about
G.B.S. and news of books to come.
Mr. P's review of Stephen Mogridge’s
book Shop s an admission
and shows how little some booksellers
we know of must know.

Parsons Packet has little to do
with  parsons, although parsons
probably have something to do with
it—even at five shillings peér annum
for five issues.

Possible black mark? —is the
Packet a little too chatty considering
its readers? Some new reviewers
would be welcome, too.

Our reviewer while aalking for
an advance copy was addressed
-thuy: “Mr. P. does not stock text-
books at Woodward Street, Thoso
philosophy books and others he
does stock comeotimes happen to
be textbooks. BSo don't
enter with a list of textbooks.”
We said we would tell you.

Potted Pars
By Prolix
TWINS

A rccent "Post” advertisement
showed a graduate with M. Com.
(Hons.) B.A. seeking a poaition. No,
it wasn't our president, Mr, K. B.
O'Brien (Hons, First Class) B.A.
Still, it's handy to know that there's
someone in Wellington who might
be fitted to take over when our
president reaches retiring age.

SPOONING |

“Why» doesn’'t somebody tell me
these things?" asks the invaluable
Students' Guide published by the
S.C.M. Dose—one level teaspoon of
spelling, before lectures.

BLACK BREAD .

When servicemen handled Sflour
and other essentilals on the water-
front the strikers weren't amused.
But they did eat bread made from
“black flour."

BYE BYE ELECTION

Brooklyn revisited by a horde of
politicians from near atatesmen down
to private M.P.s busily pushing door-
bells falled to arouse much Interest

in democracy. Undeniably the Gov-

ernment has lost popularity since the
clection, but the Labour Party still
can't roll out the vote like the
National Party, whose machine
works well even in a no-hoper llke
Brooklyn.
MAGNA CHARTA

_“Charta” sported four issues in
1950, With most of the staff and
some fellow deviationists assisting
Sallent Charta's demise seems likely.
Still, the Socialist Club could always
start up a separate paper '‘Charta
Restarted” by Carlyle and Cameron
—perhaps.
DULLES DISHWA

Veterans in the llamentary
Press Gallery were curious about the
identity of Sallent's reporter, brist-
ling with reporting equipment. Still
ed no apologies fo anyone—except

Absence of flamboyant exhorta-
tions about worker solidarity in this
and other journals arises the
emergency regulations operative dur-
ing the strike. In effect, a form of
censorship closed the press to state-
ments which might lead to the
spreading of the strike. For ita part,

e Government aecems to have learnt
least said, soonest mended, and while

suggestion of blanket
gdawlie abhorrent, the m
a
i

ded the provocation of past
which only lead to
ening distrast between the parties,
who have to ctme together sqoner
later in arbitration.

L

IMPARTIALITY

“What's What'" in Salient issue I
labels W.A.Y. (World Assembly of
Youth) as non-representative, right
wing, no members from eastern or
colonial countries. This organisation
is now representative having been
reconstituted at Instanbul. In con-

trast W.F.D.Y. s “militant . . .
affiliates In every country . . ., mem-
bership 80 mildon . . . V.U.C.8.A.

was affiliated 1945-50 . . . Hqg. Paris.

Main omissions about W.F.D.Y.
were that “every country” excludes
Yugoslavia (expelled 1948) and head-
quarters were Paris, until W.F.D.Y.
was itself expelled recently. After
one of the stormiest struggles at
V. U.C. we disaffiliated last year leav-
ing as the only affiliates in New
Zealand the Student Labour Federa-
tion, the junior branch of the Com-
munist Party and the Progressive
Youth League.

Guide to bewildered freshers hardly
Helped bolater the Sallent tradition
of the editorial.

WHAT DID HAPPEN IN PRAGUE?

It's up to the Exec. to make clear
smartly its attitude to the report of
the V.U.C. observers Alec McLeod
and Kelth and Jackie Matthews. They
were sent there by a previous Exec,
and we know that on assuming office
some of the Exec members thought
that the venture should be cancelled
because Bruce Miller was observing
for N.Z.U.8.A. but it was too late
to interfere with existing arrange-
ments.

With duplicating paper around a
penny a sheet, we don't expect the
Exec to run off dozens of copies. But
no censorship!

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE EXEC:
That an anoouncement be made
that both regorts can be viewed—
:a'hera and when by those interest-
That those who want to study the
moﬂabeukadtodgnnlemung
That sufficlent coplea be cyclo-
styled to lend fairly quickly and still
leave a few in Exec room.
That the V.U.C. report ghould bear
a covering statement that it has not
yet beerf adopted the Stud. Asm,,

but will be submitted to the annual
general mee and that the report
by the V.U.C. ers |8 confidential

to the Association. Truth got hold of
the W.F.D.Y. repont last year when
it should not have been published

Department

New Zealand as we are well aware
is & small country and it would be
quite impossible for us to support
in reasonable financial comfort two

of the Broadcaesting Service.
We did it once but we may not be
able to do ‘it again for several
decades—even if newsprint was avail-
able.

To put it plainly the Listener
avolds saying nothing. There ic the
short story in the New Writing
tradition, the useful musical analysis,
the Shepherd's Calender and the
reviews. Aunt Dalsy has a corner and
so does Things to Come. None of the
other articles, contributed or staff
produced ever reach great helghts
or plumb great depths. It is all
very

By contrast with the English
Listener our is a lght affalr.
This is due to necessity, thls shot-
gun wedding of programmes, N.Z.B.8.
news and culture (spare the word)
The Englsh Listener does not have
to try and combine these elements
and worries only a little about the
ordinary ordinary reader. For that
reason the B.B.C. produces a journal
which is, proportionately, the meat
for very few. In New Zealand =
Listener along these lines would
requler nothing more nor less than
a subsidy which is not fashionable
politically,

Nevertheloas It does not seam

for every reader of the
Listener to have to bow down to the
average taste of the average reader.
Profundity is foreign to it and
reprinted talks, though all the B.B.C.
Listener msy be, are at least prefer-
able once in a while to an overdose
of light and airy news. That those
who really read the Listener and also
really listen to the wireless some
material which provokes the intellect
was clear enough last year.

Mr. Austin has great controveraial
possibilities but they are as nothing
compared with the letter war which
raged about the subject of Evolution
and Philosophy. The point is not
that the controversey was Treligious
for it was not; but that it was not

merely a discussion about Mr. Aua-
tin's great uncle or the proportion
of jazz to classical music.

The journal p the Service.
The advertising tent is high and
although the circulation may have
decreased recently—as rumour has it
—it cannot be lower than 20,000. If
this i{s the case surely an attempt
could be made to provide more think-
age and less fact. As for the
Editorials—Puff Sir. Pure Puff.

The Broadcasting Service having
been put into a more tational
organisation its fournal shows no
signs at present of mirroring the
change. It has become a fetish with
those who desirs culture for the mass
of the people to laud those projects

If in every alternative issue one
of the talks broadcast by the YC
stations could be reprinted a step
forward would have been taken. At
the same time the Dook reviewers
could be alloted & little more space
and Radio Review and Things to
Come a little less. Perhaps it would
not be too much to suggest that the
advertisers be cut down too—or
would that mean a financial loas each
year?

A high proportlon of the two
thousand students at this University
read the Listener. Surely they are
not satisfied with the present trifle,

Salient

Wanted

N organ of student opinion needs

opinion to organ. It also needs
organisers to play the organ. In
short like clothing factories, the
civil pervice and the waterside Salient
needs staff.

Pay is negligible unless you count
satisfaction at seeing the odd opinion
in print, the companlonship and
development of the beat of writing

styles—all classes of prose and verse.

Anyone_who is willing 2o give a
little time is welcome to offer thoir
services elther by coming to Sallent
room when the light 18 on or con-
tacting the staff, or writing to the
Editor via the notice board.

Articles on any subject—Ilimited to
5000 words (more or less) and
letters limited o 250 words will
receive immedlate and enthusiastic
attention. Poets—or course.
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Catholic Students’
- Congress

bution to Culture” Over sixty stu-
dents from all colleges of the Uni-
d were in

versity of New -
dence for the Congress, as guests of
the host society, Victoria.

“Western Culture has degenerated,
due to the decline of religion, and
the world is living on the u-pi'dtua.l
and moral capital of the past, sald
His Grace Archbishop McKeefry,
opening the congress on the Friday
afternoon (January 18th). ‘‘Catho-
lics should look at the problem
through the eyes of God, and in doing
this they would find the Chrlstian
life, the only cure {or the degenera-

tion.”
M.P., addressing

Mr, C. G. Harker,
the students, said that New Zealand

was open to great morzal and physical
dangers because of its Temoteneas
from the world. This remoteness had
led to & false feeling of complacency

t which Catholic students

should be ever on guard.

THE CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHER

In the first lecture, Rev. Fr. F.
Durning, S.M., M.A, Rector of St
Patrick's College, Silverstream. ad-
dressed the congress on “The Contri-
bution of the Catholic Philosopher to
Culture."” .

“The Church has helped mantain
the atmosphere necessary for the
study and growth of philosophy.
Every man is a philosopher, and the
Church has always given its members
knowledge of the philosophical rea-
sons for their existence,” said Fr.
Durning.

“It has always championed reality.
and its ideas have acted as a cor-
recting Influence on other philoso-
phies because its ideas are based on
reason.

“In philosophy, the main contri-
bution of the Church is that it main-
tains the conditions favourable to
philosophy, defends reality and rea-
son against the prevalent scepticism
and acts as a corrective to the fads
which undermine the basis of philso-
phical thought.

vToday, for example, when the dis-
ease and mental suicide of scepticism
s widespread, the Catholic philaso-
pher is still accepting as true that
which is evident and certain to his
senaes, He I1s the champion of free-
dom and the natural law, his main
weapon being the common sense of
the plain man."

THE CATHOLIC HISTORIAN

“As in philosophy, the object of
Catholic History is the search for
truth,” said Rev. B. J. O'Brien, S. M.,
M.A., B.Ss, Dip. Ed.,, who gave the

e ——

second lecture. He dlamissed the
false tradition of the Whig interpre-
tation of history which, since the Re-
formation, has sought to create the
appearances of  legality for the
methods of the new aristocracy, and
which was destroyed only by two
world wars and by investigation of

- its mources.

“The Cathollc scholar is well
equipped to see steadily, with his
freedom from scepticlam, his falth in
reason and his passion to find th
truth.” .,
THE CATHOLIC SOIENTIST

“Many accusations have been made
against the church concerning her
attitude towards science. Most of
these are included in the following

charges: .
The Church has always been op-

d to s=sclence because she is
afraid of ita discoveriea

The Catholic Fgith is incompatibie
with real achisvement in Science.

Catholics, on the whole, take very
little interest in acience.”

These accusations were dealt with
by Mr. Miles O'Connor, M.Sec., In
his lecture on ‘“The Contribution of
the Catholic Scientist to Culture.”

Mr. O'Connor examined the various
cases usually put forward as evidence
that the Church was opposed to the
discoveries of sclence, and held that
the Church’'s rtecord over nearly
twenty centuries compares more
than favourably with that of the
moat scientifically minded countries
in this, the twentieth century.

Mr. O'Connor submitted that the
number of Catholics who had made
significant contributions to sclence,
Nicholaus Copernicus, Nicholaus
Steensen, Theodor Schwann, Johann
Muller, Jean Baptiste Lamarck,
Gregor Mendel), Louls Paosteur, to
name a few, was sufficient to refute
the second charge.

The charge, that Cathollcs as a
whole take very little interest in
Science, was, however, nolt so easy
“The time has arrived
when we should carefully examine
the position with a view 0 finding
the reasons for the poor representa-
tion of Catholics among those who
have achieved eminence in sclence.

“There is no such thing as the
Catholic Scientist as distinct from
any other kind of seientist. All
scientists are concerned with the
discovery of truth about the external
world."™
THE CATHOLIC NOVELIST

oThe source of great Cathollc
writing,” said Mr. J. C. Reid, M.A,
‘lies in the conflict which faces the
noveligt between his religion and his
artistic vision, for there is no great
literary work concelved without some
confliict.” He discussed the develop-
ment of the new realism by olic
writers, observed in their fidelity to
the spirit and the heart of man, and
seen most clearly in the greatest
of them, Francols Mauriac.

{Continued on page T)
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STUDENTS FLARE
UP

Pavement Beer

Swill

Wl'l'ﬂ those headlines the Aus-
tralian Truth (Adeclalde Edition)

sed sentence on the National

nion of Australian University Sta-
dents (N.U.A.U.B.) Congress held at
Largs Bsy, Adelaide in Januvary,
1851,

The charges were that about 13
students (men and women) wers
seen drinking on the verandah of the
local hotel, the girls in gaily
coloured frocks drinking from pints,
after which with "“whoopa of Jjoy"
they jumped into their “jallopies” to
Teturn to more "bacchanalian orgies”
at the camp. After this glowing
front page sccount it is no wonder
that the Congress was more noted
for #ts social than its intellectual
functions.

New Zealand Universities were well
represented there being about twenty
of us from all the Universities the
majority being Canty students.

This camp was under canvas and
about 350 students attended. Sleep-
ing quarters were rather cramped
with often six in a tent dut other
conditions were good: plenty of
showers, a large laundry, ironing
room and Mess Hut. The beach was
five minutes walk away and the
water, warm to us New Zealanders,
was cold for those from Brisbane.
Beach bonfires were popular nearly
every night and we ended with a
large barbecue on the last night—
or morning.

Dances were held nightly in the
Mess hut, a rather difficult proceed-
ing sgince the flopor was concrete.
They were popular in spite of this
which is more than can be said of
the serious side. For the first two
nights we had music by the champion
Dixleiand Jazz band of Australia.

Lectures and discussions were
poorly attended—many people slept
in. Sessloms which were expected to
be good were not improved by a bad
microphone and kitchen noiscs. Out-
standing example of this was the
overseas forum. Students from
Greece, -Arabla, Malaya and New
Zealand spoke for ten minutes each
on the conditions in thelr own
countries. Unfortunately on acount af
language and microphone trouble
only the New Zealander was heard.
Roger Smith of Canty made an ex-
cellent speech, thoroughly convinc-
ing everybody that we had & good
education system and marvellous
scenery although they remained
doubtful about Social Security and
earthquakes.

The most lively discussions were
those at the end of the Congress,
the business sesalons. These sessions
were strongly reminiscent of Viv.:
"Reds’ on one side and the rest on the
other—every issue ending in & politi-
cal one even if it did not start as
one. Voting on a resolution to oppose
conscription caused such chaos that
tour counts were insufficient—finally
there had to be a division which
settled the matter: 83 con-
scription and 92 for it. By the time
this session was held and the vote
taken many students had left camp.

Up to 11 p.m. every evening some
entertainment was provided and on
three or four evenings films, includ-
ing Metropolis, The Blue Angel, Film
and Reality and several Australian
pictures. On the last Saturday the
much talked about Revue was staged.

surpria-

Ballets and the sketches were amus-
ing but the star of the show was
a Bulgarian student who played the
mﬂtnrnndnmg.ntolet‘hamowand
was recalled several times.

Tours were
beachen, thmugl%

and Beppelt's vineyard,

the
alley
the
Torrens by tug, through |

Are You a Fresher?

the answer i “Yea" to the above

pertinent question Yyou needn’t
be unduly worﬂueg: Even the most
blase, sophlstica corduroyed type
you see gliding about the corridors
as if the place belonged to him or
her was once & fresher. Ita difficult
to believe but this is what a univer-
sity education can do for ome. So
why not for you? But perhaps you
are more interested in common sense
than in being an uncommon sensa-
tion . Even if this is so you shouldn't
be unduly worried for you may meet
kindred fellows during your Varsity
career. The great thing is that you
are a Fresher and that is something.
According to the dictionary {pre-
war) you are “one who is fresh in
the rudiments of knowledge.” But
the definition is somewhat ambigu-
ous. It may mean that you Know
all the answers or it may mean that
you are still But anyhow
the mere fact of your becoming a
matriculated student at the college
seemns to indicate that you are still
willing to learn. “Sapientia Magis
Auro Desideranda.” I once heard a
gtudent who obviously didn't know
much about Latin translate this
noble motto of Victoria College . . .
“Cram for Jam,” But it doesn't
really mean that. ‘“Wisdom is more
to be desired than gold.” So for
goodness sake don't a crammer.
Don't regard a university education
as a good long term investment in
gilt edged securitiea. If you do you
will miss the wisdom, the galety, the
freedom, the true community spirit
of the university. You may acquire
knowledge of a kind . . . you may
even become a walkie, talkie ency-
clopaedia . . . but where wisdom s
concerned you will be a rank out.
gider., Someone has said that the
student of the modern university
wgurvives by hurrylng rather than
matures by living.” You will not live
a mature academic life simpiy by
attending lectures then dashing oft
the premises &8s soon as possible
afterwards. You must get to know
your teachers as persons . . . Yyou
must get to know your fellow
students. One thing that has sur
prised me about the New Zealand
student is his bottled-upness. He
and she don't find it easy to com-
municate on any very deep level. .
of thought, convictlon and under-
standing with fellow-students . .
Ive met students who have been ai
this college for a year or two and
they are still shatteringly lonely,
still untrenched in Individualism,’
still uneble to break out of their
isolation. There's something wrong
here and I hope you freshers are
going to enrich and develop the cor-
porate life of the College. You will
receive much from a university edu-
cation if you realise your responsi-
bility not only to attend lectures but
to take,your full part in the life of
the college . . in all its many
interests and societles. You have
much to give. You are fresh! Your
coming will be a breath of fresh air
and we wish you well in your course.

As chaplain to the Student Chris-
tian Movement I am at the service
of the whole student community,
whether or not you have any religi-
ousg affiliation.

You will ind my hut beside the
college incinerator (lndeed it's diffi-
cult sometimes to distinguish the one
from the other) and I hope to be in
there (not in the incinerator but in
the hut) every day from 11 a.m.-12
am. and from 2 p.m. to 3 pm. If
you don't find me in the hut you can
cross the road to 14a Kelburn Par-
:demand vis;lr‘. mel inh the Cha.plnln;:
esldence. telephone number
10 a5, O P

—W. GARDINER SCOTT.

L e — A
and Phifip's. One had to pay
for each tour but the free wine
samples ware s compensation.
From our point of view the
Awstralian stodeats could not
been
as it

kinder and more

bave

mtﬂﬂ'lltth ; al-'lznmnﬂ:
New was 8 country
worth lving In—evemn if a liitle

sleopy.
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{Continued from page 1)

This carries the consequence of im-
posing or finding order on or in it
(Is this a true picture?)

Mr. Don Anderson (Otago) con-
tinued, by conaldering whether the
evidence of history of literature
offered any hope. Unfortunately it
did nott We have agreed we need
to get at & point of intersection of
the timeless with time, i.e., or value
with measurement. In fact we
try to escape from this. point.
literature, this escaping is calledy ds-
sociation of sensibility, and
comes apparent a little in Po
more clearly after him. Gray,
Coliins, Woraworth, Coleridge, Byron,
Shelley and Keats provided instances
of this. This dissociatlon seems to
have continued up to the time of
Eliot, though Eliot is not the only
poet to have overcome it. But the
modern poet is not close to the com-
mon men-—and the solution won't be
achieved until it does reach the
common men. Kevin O'Connor sug-
gested the following to bring us down
to earth:

“0Q harrow, that O'Connor used
To spread the bosa's cowdung!"
A. R. D. Fairburn: "Better to be
Harrow than Eton." It was con-
cluded it was difficult to find hope in

this field.
Action?

From this the emphasis changed
to Mr. Schapper's “Hope is not
enough.” Action is necessary. His
remarks were conflned to one crisis
qnly: the East-West conflict. The
crisia can be averted if we are pre-
pared to look at the facts and
act on the basis of an ethical
postulate such as Confucius' "What
you would not others should do to
you, even so do not unto them,” or
Christ’s "“Love thy neighbour as they-
self.” ‘These principles are precon-
ditions of persons opeing able to live
together and attain the highest in
their potentiality.

Mr. Schapper (Lincoln) then began
his survey of the facts of and basic
considerations regarding the rela-
tions between “Communism”™ and
“Democracy,” basing his remarks
primarily on “The United -States and
the Soviet Union—some Quaker pro-
posals for Peace, and, to a lesser
extent on Wolfgang Rosenberg's
article in *“Landfall”
Worlds or None.” Some of the con-
siderations were (1) rhe existence
of a widespread desire for peace (2)
Both East and West systems will
continue their way of life for a long
time to come (3) Their sometimes
belligerent apparent aims should not
blind us to their common aims, e.g.,
improved economic welfare, and
equality of opportunity for all per-
sons, (4) Both fail to live up to their
ideal aims. (5) Differences of eco-
nomic and political methods must not
be ignored, but need not blind us to
the similarities of the persons living
in each system. (6) There is suffci-
ent common ground for us to live in
peace. Peace has been possible in
the case of simlilar divisions in the
past.

It was also commented that the
fact that U.S.A. spends 5/7ths of its
budget on military objects ralses
doubts as to the efficacy of the pre
sent methods aimed at security. The
armament race will incrense the llke-
lihood of war. Nehru in April, 1849,

ut forward India's positive approach
this issue.

In conclusion Mr, Schapper men-
tioned eight points of the present
New Zealand foreign policy which,
in the light of the foregoing, are in-
suppo Officially we are selflsh
and follow the policy of trying to be
strong. Why can't cur smallness in
slze enable us to be big in mind in-
ternationally ?

New Ideology

The S.C.M. seasion was conducted
by Mr. Alun Richards -(editor of
“The Outlook,” Christchurch). The
Christian is the one who can r
hope, apd his role to-day the
Is to say and show wll::; tl;in l.:l :hl.l
previous speakers oun e
state of affairs leiffentable yet had
said there was still hope. dan-

le.

No. 16—"Two -

ger seen in the speed of the spread
of Communism la amall beside that
due to the meaninglessness of our
own lives. In the desperate situa.
tion to-day we must do something,
and & firat satep is to construct a
new ideology. This will have fo be
both theoretical and practical, and
based on a proper approach to under-
standing man and his place in the

Lrse. Marxiem's inadequacy lis

‘dwn here. Human relations are
‘personal, “I-thou,"” each. recognising
another centre of responsibility.
Egolsm is the barrier to achieving
this true relation, and can be over-
come only as a consequence of a true
relation with Geod. To build an
ldeology on which to bulld a civilisa-
tion we have to be accurate about
man—ourselves. Where, then, does
this hit us? Our community lves
by casual materialism, treats people
as things, each indlvidual seeks hls
own. Proper personal responsibility
— mutual personal interaction — is
shirked. Duty then is to accept this
respongibility because man i{s under
authority of God whose will ia for
absolute honesty, absolute purity,
and absolute caring for other people,
Our job, then, is socially to build a
new ideology; intellectually, to drop
many notions and bulld from the
facts of nality; and personally,
to accept responsibility.

Discussion following this address
was vigorous and Cathollc
and humanlist pointa of view were
l:;llt r.;l.d discussed with Mr. Richards's

esls,

The Forum Resolves

Debate was hkeen:- and the spirit.

was good.
Motlons passed (1) That exam
marks in gubjects, all stages and

all colleges be made avallable to
the candidates. (2) That this con-
gress support N.Z.U.S.A.'s request
for an enquiry into the New Zealand
Government's refusal to renew the
permit to remain in New Zealand of
Mr. Chanra Pratap Sharma, an
Indian- student from Fiji at Canter-
bury College without making public
the reasons for their action; and that
If the results of this enquiry give
evidence of social and poqlltlcal dis.
crimination, that this congress
deplores the Government’'s action.
(3) In view of the Arbitration
Court's decision to increase all wages
by 15 per cent, this Congress ex-
presses the opinion that all univer-
sity scolarships and bursaries should
be correspondjnzgly increased, and
requests the L US8A., to take
action to this end,

(4) That this Congress, seeking a
way of lving In peace with all
peoples, recommend to the New Zea-
land Government that it recognise
the . spontanecus forces of Asian
nationalism and the rights implied
by the United Nations Declaration
of Human Rights for Asian peoples
to select their own forms of govern-
ment; and In particular that it
dacknowledge that the Chinese
People’'s Republic has the support of
and meets many of the needs of the
great majority of people in China;
and therefore that, following the
Government of Great Britain, the
New Zealand Government should sc-
cord diplomatic recognition and
political tolerance to the Chinese
Teople’'s Republic.

This above motlon was debated on
‘the issue whether a short form
should be given to the motion, or the
reasona set out as above. The full
motion as above was carried 38-28.

{5) That ithis Congress regrets the
approval of the New Zealand Gov-
ernment to rearm former enemy
countries with whom no pesace
treaties have been signed as such
action will inevitably be regarded as
provocative and potentlally aggres-
slve by the Boviet Union and its
satellites. Carried 83-20.

(6) That this Congress considers
that the challenge to our way of life
made by the communist ideology
should be met by widespread
endeavour to understand it, to com-
para the ideal with the feots of its
practice, and to encourage discus-
slon and publication to those ends,
::thar ﬂ;m by mpprj:&l:; (as in

ustralia), vague pre propa-
gands against it, and often untrue

statements about it and the nature
of capitalism. Carrled with only a
few dissentients.

(7) That this Congress deplores
the personal frustration and waste
of talent among Displaced Pesons,
and accordingly requests the N.Z.-
U.8.A. and the college asociations to
sponsor selected Intsllectuals from
D.P. campa for settlament in New
Zealand and the performance of

valuable work that maey
restore thelr personal confidence.

(8) To the effect that: AIl over-
seas students admitted to N.Z. should
be allowed without discrimination to
scek emplg?rmant for financial gain;
and that N.Z.U.S.A. be requested to
take up thls matter.

(3) That this Congress urge the
New Zealand Government to give

groater economic ald to the countries

of South-east Asia; and that ss a
practical expression of this desire the
members of this Congress take up a
voluntary collection 6f money to be
pald to N.Z. LS.S, for rellef purposcs
in South-cast Asla. Carrled with
only two or three dissentient. A
collection was token up from the
100 students who remained at the
Congress and £54/10/. was obtalned.
This sum has since then been
increased.

Discussion, and resolutions are of
course not all that can be done, but
they are something. The_ results of
the collectlon showed the genuine
epirit of the Congress,

Why Not Go?

Well, there you have it—addresses,
discussion, sun, fun, and resolutions.
In view of the extraordinary difficulty
of tackling the theme, especially in
a large Congress, the standard of
addresses and discussion was high.
Further, as well as an Increasing
gsense of community, progress in
thought could be discerned as the
congress went on. That is even more
remarkable when one recalls how
little sleep everyone had. This report
cannot, unfortunstely, do justice to
the informal and intangible aspects
of the congress. For nine days, some-
thing was done to make up for our
lack of residential colleges. That sort
of thing may help to add to the
inslghts that should come from a
university education. What cannot
be left unsaid i ithat everyone
thoroughly enjoyed it —_—

The next Congress will be held
next January.

~—ERLE ROBINSON.

_

INTER-FACULTY ATHLETICS
Helborn Park
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Travel and Exchange
Under Fire

STUD!‘.‘NTB returning from Aus-
tralla who visited that comntry
under the Travel and Exchange
scheme were not satisfled with its

operation. Particularly lacking—
co-operation between the Travel and
Exchange Officers in each conatry.

Part of the trouble was caused by
students who changed their minds,
thelr dates and their porta
of destination and departure every
few days until the laat day before
aailing.” When the last ship reached
Sydney the cumulative effect of the
confusion caused made gae!! felt.

No jobs had been arranged and

students were referred to Employ-

ment Agencles most of which had
very little to offer December 12th.
The Travel and change OQfficer

from the Sydney University did not
meet the boat and although he had
cabled to New Zealand so that the
New Zealanders would know where
to go none of the students received
the message. Board was arranged by
telephone on the spot but it was, in
most cases, temporary, and from then
on the students fended for tham-
selves. 'This did not prove easy in
Sydney crowded for Christmas.

In Meclbourne reports were that
the o tion worked lke & clock.
Board and jobs had been arranged.
Planes, ships and trains were met.
.Enqguiries made at both ends indl-
cn.tu% lack of co-operation between
Australia and New Zealand. The
Australian Officer had a stronfer
case and had facts and dates to sup-

rt him. Students from other

niversity colleges all complained
that it was difficult to find out any-
from the N.Z. Travel and Ex-

change Officer.

The idea of the scheme is excel-
lent and sll those who did travel
that the trip was worth the
trouble but they are sure that all
the trouble is not necessary., Aus-
tralia ls a great place ®for a holiday
but as the scheme functions aErer-
ent m of those who travelled
elt that they known it would
have been far more satsifactory if
they had made their own plans.

(It should be made clear that the
present Travel and Exchange Officer,
Mr. M. J. O'Brien, waa not respon-
sible for the scheme until all the
students had left New Zealand and
been in Australia for some days.)

This matter has now been dis-
cussed by ths Executive it is
Intended to review the whole acheme
at Easter during the N.Z.U.8.A.
conference. By that time Mr. Fitz-

bbon, the represeatative of

Z.U.S.A., will have mada his report
on his trip to Australla =snd It is
hoped that Mr. George Pilttendrigh,
the Australlan Travel and Exchange
Officer for 1850, will be present at
that Conference.
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SMASHER OF IDOLS,

BUILDER

OF NEW WORLDS

' can hardly grieve at the passing of Bernard Shaw at 94,”

said Pandit Nehru on November 3,
so much a part of the mental climate of our

death comes as a blow.”

“but Shaw had become
times, that his

How did Shaw become part of the mental climate of our times?

Two years ago Joad described the
tremendous impact of Shaw on the
young men of the 1810's who heard
him speak. “Shaw came home to
me with the effect of a revelation,’
he wrote. From public school and
the idle rich between which his life
was divided “with the rapier of his
wit and the bludgeoning of his argu-
ment Shaw delivered me . . . He
stripped them of their trappings . . .
A whole house of cards came flutter-

. gabout my ears, never, thank
God, to be rebulll.”

Millions of young people who could
meet Shaw only through print, have
at some time felt that Impact, At
14, I first read Androcles and the
Lion and its shocking preface where
Jesus is described as “‘arrogant, dic-
tatorial . . . . obsessed with a con-
viction of his divinity,” and where
Shaw remarks that “Whether you
think Jesus was God or not, you
must admit that he was a first-rate
political economlst”——that s, after
proving to his own satisfaction that
Jesus was an Ultimate Socialist.

To an adolescent Christian falth,
this was TNT.

That was how Shaw did it.

Low once said of cartoonists,-that
“Thelr function is not to please but
to provoke; for in this way they
contribute to progress by shocking
the indifferent into action and stir-
ring fools out of their folly.” This
Shaw saw as the writer's function,

too,

Stirring Fools Out of Their
" Folly

From his earliest years, Shaw was
a convinced Soctalist, and he was
passionately oncerned about con-
verting the world, But belng an
Irishman, he set about evangelising
in rather out-of-the-ordinary ways.
Seeing reality himself very clearly,
ne felt he could afford to distort it in
his art sufficiently to present the
world with something that would
startle them into thinking. British
Communist Party Chairman, Palme
Dutt, describes a conversation con-

cerning the Versailles Treaty whichy

took place in 1919: “Walking with
Shaw, I asked him his opinion of it.
He sald, 'The Germans are prodigi-
ously lucky; they are freed from the
burden of armaments, and will forge
ahead while we shall be ruined . . .
With a&ll the impetuous crudity of
youth I set out to teach my grand-
father, and declared: “That may be
witty but It s not true,” and argued
that Versailles placed heavy burdens
on the Germans, against which they
would sconer or later revolt. Shaw
locked t me compassionately, as at
a neophyte, and said, ‘That may be
true, but It is not witty, and if you
enly speak the truth in England,
Bowover brilllantly, no-ons will lis-
ten to you.! . . . He explained how =
young Socialist must . . . reach out
to the milllons by mixing up the
truth with a fantastic amount of
nonsense and conversational fictions,
which would enabic them to swallow
the truth without knowing It"

That was Shaw's aim, and it very
largely succeeded.

Shaw himself was young once, be-
lieve it or not,
in some respects to ‘he last.
enthusiasms for Darwin and Marx
sprung in the first days of there be-

such enthusiasms, ““We were

te sure,” he wrote in the preface

to Methuselah, “. . . that whatever
lingering superstition might have
daunted the men of the 18th century,
we Darwinians could do without God,
and had made a good riddance of
Him.”" And in his essay on Ths
Waebbds, he : “When Karl Marx
first ggnm the facts s to the
camxd! to which capitallsm had

He remained young-
His -

reduced the masses, it was lke lift-
ing the lid off hell. Capitallsm has
not yet recovered from the shock of
that revelation, and never will."
Ifor Evans, forty years Shaw's
junior, likened the jolt of the Bol-
shevik Revolution on his generation
to that of the Bastille on the Ro-
mantics. It was as great to 60.year-
old Shaw. He saw Socialism coming

true. As he said later: “The two
hyperfablan Fabians, Webb and
Shaw, have stuck to thelr like

Fox in the French Revolution, whilst
the sentimental socialists have bolted
in all directions from Stalln, scream-
ing, Uke Saint Peter, ‘I know not the
m‘l.li

His enthusiesm of youth never
faded. Even for Beethoven, Shake-
speare, Blake and Shelley, he never
lost the dream of the young man.
Shelley, in particular, the god of all
young Socialists, had a lasting influ-
ence on him. Not only the poet's
humaniam and revolution, but his
teetotalism and his vegeterianism,
Shaw took him for keeps.

As Shaw boasts, the cynicism of
most middle-aged Fablans never
overcame him, He loved to blast
romanticism-for-its-own-sake, but in
the soclalist scnse, Shaw was al-
ways himself an incurable roman-
ticist. In the Dally Herald two
yeurs ago he wrote: “Our Labour
front bench oratory is reaching a
point at which it will be impossible
for any Socialist who knows what he
is talking about to . . . even remain
in the Labour Party.” .

Forty years before, he had writ-

“A House of Commons consisting
of 860 gentlemen and 10 workers will
order the soldier to take money from
the people for the landlord. A
House consisting of 660 workers and
10 gentlemen will, unless the 660 are
fools, order the sgoldlers to take
money from the landlords to buy
land for the people.”

In the interim he would certainly
have added “or rogues” to that
“fools.”” In Wellington In 1934, he
asked “Why is it that immediately
# Labour man gets into Parliament
he becomes no use whatever?” Mr..
Peter Frascer interjected, "As a
Labour M.P. I cannot accept that'”
And G.B.S. replied, "As a Labour
M.P. you know it is true.” Workers
orLgenUumen. the landlords sufferec
no .

On the same visit, asked “Do you
consider that a dictatorship of the
proletariat with socialism, as in
Russla, 13 the same as dictatorships
in Germany and Italy where produc-
tion is in private hands?" he replied,
"“You have to choose between a dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and a
dictatorship of the plutocracy."” No
middle-road confuslon of fasclsm
and soctallsm ever confused Shaw,

his whole political testament
has n called a “bundle of con.
fusion.”

The Voltaire of Our A;ge

The body of his drama i{s an en-
livening as his prefaces and inter.
viewn. Zwelg and others have called
him the Voltalre of our His in-
tention was certainly to wipe out the
infamous, and in using thé stage as
his stamping- he was follow-

Thsen and the leaser men of the
'80s. Only Shaw smiled where others
wept.

The Playas Unpleasant, for instance,
are all entertainment. His
protestant if not rationalist, Joan,
who {dentifies God with "My own
commonsense,” is not a remote and

unreal ¢ heroine, llke the Damae
aux or even Mra Al .
Like his idol Shaw

great liberties with times and climes,

-

ke ﬁéﬁ%@gﬁﬁ&ﬂ

€ cop.

THE NEW ST. BERNARD
Cine ferls that he muil 00 on dwecting thangs, oven when he hai biribed wath ui here,

but the moral was always one for
the here and now. No-one could mis-
take Major Barbara for a mere sneer
gt Salvationiam: another and far
more powerful religion was the
writer's concern: The Gospel of Saint
Andrew Undershaft, munitions mag-
nate. And his story of Androcles is
treated avowedly ''as all such per-
secutions are: an attempt to sup-
press & propaganda that seemed to
threaten the interests involved in the
established law and order.”

His plays were his big guns
Through them to an extent we can.
not know his philosophy has become
a great material force in our world.
His small fire was just as effective
on the young: his cryptic comments
on this and that., New Zealanders
might well recall his 1834 advice:
"See that everybody in N.Z. has
plenty of butter to his bread. Then
stop producing butter and produce
something else.” (Voice: “What?")
“"Brains perhaps.” (Voice: “They
take all the bright brains away.")
Do as Russin does, and don't let
them go." And we up here might

Aasguit 18, 1935
remember his comment on New
Zealand’'s colleges, “Unliversities

where Moslom and Hindu religlons,
Buddhism, Shinto, Communiam, ¥Fas-
c¢lsm, capltallsm, and all the forces
really allve in the world to-day, are
not discossed, are not universities at

all: they are booby-traps, and
should be turned Intoc mental hos:
pltals.”

Shaw wrote once: ""This is the true
joy in life, the being used for a pur.
pose recognised by yoursélf as a
mighty one: the being thoroughly
worn out before you are thrown on
the scrap-heap; the being a force of
nature, instead of a feverish, selfish
little clod of ailments and grievances,
complaining that the world will not
devote itself to making you happy.”

He hasg done right by his own Iife.
Dame Sybil Thorndyke, a close co-
worker, friend and fellow-Socialist,
sajd the day he died: “I don't think
it Is sad. After a life of such terrific
asefulness, there must be some sort
of glory In it all.”

There still is. That iz his finest
epitaph. —PARTISAN.

— FOR

Best Books on All Subjects

DRAMA
SCIENCE
NOVELS

CHILDREN'S

THE —

MUSIC |
ART
CLASSICS
BOOKS

48a Manners St. (opp. Schneideman’s)
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Hail Vicloria
Alma Mater

Association Executive
Meets

#«xryOU pays your money and you
takes your pick.” Youor pick at
eloction time may not be elected but
probably ome or two of the members
of the Executive were marked on
your ballot paper. They meet in the
Exec. Room In the Gym every two
weelkis or s0 and have a consldersble
amount to do with your affalrs, Any
stodent whoe ks & member of the
Association is eatitled to be present
—fresher or hoary ol timer.

March 1st was wet, The Drama
Club were rehearsing for thelr first
major production and had to climb
the hili. The Executive had a full
roll call and John Yaldwyn was re-
placing Peter Tarrant who has left
Wellington. By 7.15 they were down
to business and the matters dlscussed
were wide apd varied.

There was A notice to prevent out-
sidera playing on our tennis courts
to be erected, & door and lock to be
fixed, typewriters needed overhauling,
Salient needed .a new table and the
matter of some petty vandalism had
to be explained. RBills had to be read
out and their payment authorised
enabling Mr, Malcolm Mason, our
Assoclation accountant, to write the
cheques, Salient's first issue criti.
cised by President Kevin O'Brien
caused an interchange between him
and Miss Fougere.

The Executive were surprised that
Salient had made no mention of the
fact that a committee had already
been set up to arrange support for
those negro students who are to be
denied medical bursaries at the Wit-
waterarand University.

At one stage during the evening
the matter of the College Song—or
rather the lack of one—came up
when Mr. Maurice O'Brien proposed
a contest for one. "That's not gelng
to be difficult’ wvolunteered - Paul
Cotton. *“Something like this ought
to do: “Hall Victoria Alma Mater.
Blast your eyes and Damn Yyour
teeth.” Finally it was declded to
leave the serious matters necessary
to Maurice O'Brieri. The proposed
judges are: Messrs. Braybrooke, L4
burn, Carrad, Cohen and Kevin
O'Brien

EXTRAV SCRIPT—MIRACLE

This year will be recorded as the
year there were scripts and the
President already had three in his
possession before the closing date.
The last day was advanced to the
week-end ‘of the 4th to allow three
others to be completed. Six Extrav
scripts nearly stopped the meeting,

Maurice O’Brien, House Manager
for this and last year, set out to do
away with the interval entertain-
ment. This motion was lost—Curtin,
Stewart and Cotton jubilant. It
seemed an appropriate time for Miss
Cook to recall that an Inebriated In-

terval entertainer had woken from
his atupor- during the interval ahow
just as his leg was belng sawn off —
“Sordid, isn't’ it,” he said before

fading out agaln.

It was resolved to ask Mr. Ray
Michael to stage manage Extrav
this year.

THE SHARMA MYSTERY

Two members of the Executive,
the O'Briens, had done some investi-
gating but the results were Ilncon-
clusive, Pat Sharma has already
left New Zealand

This matter will be ralsed again
at the N.Z.U.S.A. conference, but at
the moment the position ia not satis.
tactory. No legal obligation rests
upon the Minister of Customs to give
reasons for his actlon to Pat Sharma
—the obligation is a moral one only.
At the moment no one is certain
whether or not Pat Sharma did
know the reasons hlmself,

SPEAKERS FROM BRITAIN

The British Council exists to
spread British culture about the
world and assists by financing
speakers providing they are British
subjects and always providing that
they are not of a controversial poli-
tical or religious turn of mind. Sug-
gestions for speakers: Prof. Joad,
V. S. Pritchett, Arthur Bryant,
Christopher Dawson, Prof. Butter-
field antl A. P. Herbert; these will be
forwarded to the Britlsh Council
which may be able to arrange onée
for Congress next year.

MISCELLANIA

A convener for the Social Commit-
tee was wanted. John Yaldwyn was
appointed Gym. controller and took
over Peoter Tarrant's dutles. Mias
Val Jones was appointed Executive’s
representative on the Blues Com-
mittee. This question of no marks
on the New Zealand University.cards
{s recelving attention.

A report from the publications
committee advising that The Spike
go into recess was received and
-adopted. The suggestion of the
committee was that the money nor-
mally used to subsldise this maga-
zine be used by the Executive at ita
discretion to assist other student
publications. The Executive thought
this & sound suggestion.

Now that the resurfacing of the
tennis courts has begun the Secre-
tary was advised to' write to the
Council requesting that the subsidy
of £70 be forwarded.

ON THE BOARD

That Is where your Stodents’ As-
soclation feo Is wsed. The minutes of
your Executive are plonad on the
main notice board as soon as possible
after every meeting so that yoo may
imow what Is golng on at the meet-
lngs.

If you have any complalnts or
constructive suggestions your Execu-
tive will consider them If you can
take the time to write them a letter.

r—

N
WHEN IN TOWN

. —

Viat
WHITCOMBE & TOMBS
SPORTS DEPARTMENT
And inspect their range of Sporting Goods.

Full stocks of Golf Clubs, Tennis Racquets, Hockey Sticks,
i and Table Tennis equipment are available

_w Wiﬁtcom-he & Tombs Lid.

(Sports Department)

LAMBTCN QUAY, WELLINGTON

Care Please in the
Caf.

ABBAGE cooking is a self adver-

tising process as those who work

In the Library often know but a

week or so ago cabbage wouldn't

have had a chance in the Caf, The
painters were in and busy.

The walls and shelves had been
painted and when Salient visited the
place the tables were receiving their
coat of fresh cream paint. Now the
staff are worrying that we are golng
to spoll what has been done.

Last year and in previous Yyears
it seems that students drew diagrams
on table cloths, used nail filea and
¥nives to do it and not only ripped
the cloths but scratched the tables.
This i{s vandalizm even if the person
who told us all about this was very
nice about the whole business. Only
a few people are responsible for any
damage or dirt but those few do it
every time they eat there.

"We're almost as important as the
lecturer's. We're here o keep you
people fed and we try our best to
do it well"” We preased for further
information but we had to be con-
tent with concern about the newly
painted 2ables and a IMtle matter of
salt, pepper and sugar.

Some halfwits, so it appears
delight in leaving a little pile of ealt,
sugar and pepper in the middie of the
table together with empty cellars.
We take the view that the Caf.
people ghould have the right to ask
anybody they see doing this to leave,
but it & certainly up to us to see
that the etaff who manage the Caf.
are given some consideration.

“UP I'M AFRAID.”

We enquired about the price of
meals and although nothing had been
decided yet it appeared likely that an
increase 18 necessary. Meat has risen
in price three times since September
and flour and pugar are up too.

FOOD AND SOCIETY

The Caf. has room for about 80
people and the average number fed
each night is pbout 240. This {5 fast
going when one considers how
cramped the conditions are.

It also means that students who
do go there can be assured of a
change of faces every half an hour
or 50. Freghers should be on their
guard against rumours that the Caf,
food 18 & poor collation, a miserable
offering, During last year the service
gggmved, and many went away satis-

Begides it is an old Vic tradition
to grumble about the Caf. and feeding
240 is a more complex task than
feeding a family especially when food
has to be kept hot for {nng periods.
It will cost you more down In ‘the

city.
Clty Meal : 2/8 minimum
Fare : 4d
Energy : 3d
3/1 at least

MOANS AND GROANS

Miss Christine Harvie at the time
of writing is the Cafeteria Controller
and if you must complain she {g the
person to see. Not that the Cafeteria
Controller wishea to hear about m
dirty cup, a polite request to ithe
managerese wil do the trick, dut
more serious matters are in her con-
trol. Sarcastic comments, expres-
sions of disgust over the food, the
smelling of meals and pointed
remarks in the cafeteria are neither
polita nor affective. There ia a per-
son to hear complaints and the
manageress will deal with amall
matters if the complainant is polite.

QUERY
Who has the teaspoons which were
purchased with your money and have
since disappeared?

TENNIS NOTES

A Waste of Sawdust

* newly laid” mixture of yel-

low-ochre and sawduat which
was deposited recently oulside the
gymnastum s, we understand, in-
tended to serve as & bass for {ennis
courta.

Whilst wading knee deep in this
horizontal bran bin (provided by
the contributions of V.U.C.BA. o
the tune of £1368) tennis playera may
well neflect as to the wisdom of this
decislon of the Tennis Club.

Two points appear to demand ex-

planation: (1) ow far have the
wearing qualiti f this "mix" been
investigated. From personal experl-
ence the writer doubts whether the
court will stand up to the contimu-
ous play, especlally when the diffi-
culty of supervising them adequately
is considered.
(2) Is the executive prepared to con-
tinue the wire fence along the front
of the geology labs and erect a
further set of steps leading to the
gym? This course will obviously be-
come necessary when droves of
students trekking to V.U.C.'s tradl-
tional general meetings wear a hefty
rut acroas court four.

These questions trouble the mind
of many tennls fans and Sallent feels
that a statement and°if necessary a
reassurance from the dignitaries of
the Tennis Club would be in order.

. JLLA L

Congratulations to Ben
0’Connor

well kmown V.U.C. undergradu-
ate who lAst woeek-end repre-
sented Wellington In the Wild-
ing Shield fixture at Auckland.
Apart from his outstanding
tennis playing—(he has headed
V.U.C.’s ladder for a number of
years) Ben has played a prom-
inent part in sports administra-
tion, and debating activity.
—J.D.M.

Debating

HERS, having emerged from

the forensic forums of high

school and college—here iz your

opportunity to shine before your in-
tellectual "“elders."

The Debatlng Soclety plans its
A.GM. and initial debate this week
—watch the notlce boards for an-
nouncement re subject, etc.

Anyhow there's sure to be supper,
so make a point of being there.

(Continued from page §)

THE CATHOLIC AND THE
FINE ARTS

The Integrity of the Catholic
scholar was A discussed, by Mr.
Michael Bowles in the final lecture
when he sald that the Catholic artist
has the advantage of having behind
him a philosophy of life. ‘“Today, in
our grey soclety, the fine arts, which
bring an enrichment of personality,
are more important than ever. There
ia no such thing as =aingle and
intensive cultural affort—we can only
develop ourselvea individually to the
best of our capacity.

“Culture s a cultivation, a two-
way process in which the individual
gives something to soclety, and
soclety gives back to the individual."

OPEN FORUM

Each of the lectures was followed
by discussions, and on the last day
of the congress, a full morning was
set aside for an open forum gn
student affairs, Thosa present toulF
full advantage of this opportunity.
Under the chairmanship of Mr. K.
F. O'Connor (Massey Collegs) they
discumsed the part they, as Catholics,
ahould play in the life of the
University, and how In their own
particular spheres thsy oould pre-
perve the fundamentals of true
knowledge,
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Racial and Other Problems

It is obvious, then, that any
specific remarks I could make about
race relations elther in Dew Zea-
land or elsawhere would necessarily
be highly superficial and lacking in

comprehensiveness. Instead of deal-
ing with aspeclfic race problems and
instead of dlrecting what I have to
say toward race relations alone, I
would ke to point out some of the
factors 1 belleve to be basic not only
to race and minority-group prob-
lems but also to promoting better
human relationships on personal,
national, and international levels.
My ideas—with no attempls towards
originality—are given in the inter-
est of discriminated-agalnst groups
regardless of whether they are based
upon physical differences, religion,
political Iideas, cultural cohesion,
occupatlon, or professlion.

BLACRK 18 BAD?

It is falrly self-evident that iIn
English-speaking countries and coun.
tries dominated by English-speaking
peoples the supreme value .of light-
skinned, Anglo-Saxon Protestantism
1a basic to the arising of 4;!11=1-::rimici
natory relations againat persons an
g‘mul;ya not falling within this cate.
EOTY. Western clvilisation has
thoroughly absorbed, through Juda-
ism and Christianity, anclent Peralan
mythology’'s dichotomy of light and
dark—white is good and black s bad.

Along with the ldeal of light (par-
ticularly in complexion though there
is much talk about the efficacy of
blood—evident in the ‘great pride in
femlily trees and such propaganda as
Hitler's supreme Aryan race) @as
good, which glves rise to the falry
tale of innate white superiority, goes
an ease and readiness to conslder
nll persona belonging to certain spec-
fic groups to be characterised by
particular popular stereotypes. From
such quackery come the myfhs ver-
balised in the expressiona Orientals
have inscrutable faces, Negroes are
more sexually immoral than whites,
Maorls coming to the towns to take
industrinl jobs are ‘poor types,”
Negroes are inferior in intelligence
to whites, Indian greengrocers Are
more dishonest than Chinese, persons
that follow the coocking trade gare
foul-tempered, 8ll Americans Aare
wealthy, and that men are better
auto drivers that women (the word
men Includes even those who do not
drive?}.

Some Japanese are squint.-eyed-and
wear glasses—nolt all; some New
Zealanders are in institutions for the
care of the mentally deranged—not
all; some Americans are gangsters
but nothing llke a majority of the
population.

A factor which would contribute
to an improvement in human and
minority group reintlonships s a
canging of attitudes and bellefa
away from easlly acquired and
easily maintained popular stereo-
types. In the place of such popular
stereotypes should go a recognltion
of the fact that the physival and
intelllgence differences between per-
sons within any one raclal group are
greater than are the differences be-
tween any two groupa—to 8 recog-
nitlon of persons as unique indivi.
duals. (The methods and techniques
of eduation, of changing attitude
and belief systems of either groupa
or' Individuals could hardly be con-
sidéred here. The immediate aim ia
to- produce a journalistic article—
not a book or a short course in
social psychology!)

GROUP DIFFERENCES

But to consider human belngs as
uniqua personalities must not cause
us to overlook group differences
sicH as innate or a.c;:]uired Phyxical
characterlatics or rfncea caused
by cultural conditionfyy. To give
sxamples: (1) An appreclation of
physical diffarences s exemplified

R.SEVERAL DECADES, indeed for almost a century if one

considersthe pe

riod of the Second Maori Wars in New Zealand

and of the Civil War in the United States (roughly the period from
1860 to 1870) as a time of awakening, Western civilisation has
been conscious of race relations contradictory to our professions
of democracy. In spite of obvious differences, particularly in

regards to the cultural heritage
group in New Zealand and of th

of the greatest racial minority
at in the United States, also the

far greater number of different racial groups in the United States,
this is possibly just as true of New Zealand as it is of America. To
deal adequately with race relations in any country, even any par-
ticular section or area of a country or of a city, the cautious
student of anthropology or sociology would be content with nothing
less than several years of intensive and objective study. Studies
of this type are contained in such works as Some Modern Maoris,
by Ernest and Pearl Beaglehole, An American Dilémma, by Gunnar

Mrydal, and Class and Caste
Dollard.

by the war-time discovery In the
Unlted States that women are physi-
ologically unfitted for certain typea
of welding on the outside of hulks
of ships under construction. As a
result laws were passed forbldding
shipbullders to employ women for
the specific tasks involved. (2} In
the hdministration of Japan the
occupation government should be
cognisant of the extreme, intrinsic

necd of the Japancse on both a per-
ponal and & national basis not to

ba shemed.

In solving the knotty problem of
producing better raclal and other
human relations on local, natlonal,
and international levels there must
be a recognition that culture pat-
terns of whatever nature—economic,
soclal, political—must be underatood
and sympathetically and intelll-
gently treated when planning and

ateps toward better relationships,
and hence soclal progress, are at-
tempted. An effective system of
adult education in New Zealand
would consider and deal with the
aduit Maorl differently from the
pakeha. Likewise the approach to
the so-called Negro problem (an
American soclologist aptly terms it
the white problem) is not the samo
in Missisgippi as In California and
in producing better raclal conditions
in either entirely different methods
have to be used. To use Miaslasippl
as a further example since I know
the situation there more intimately,
any attempt by soctal reformers to
hasten the change towmnrd better
Negro-white relationships and bet-
ter soclal, economlc, and political
conditlons must be cognisant of the
cultural atmosphere of that state,
Including the historical situation
which produced that culture. Pro-
gress comes mostly through under-
standing and working out an ade-
quate and unique system of deallng
with the existent behavioral and bellef
atterns; the farvent and fanatical
Naf—a bellef scqulred so early in
life that posslbly many Missiasip.
plans woild claim that it is innate
—in white supremacy; an insistence
upon deference to whitea by Negroea
8o thoroughly woven into the soclal
fabric that even few Negroea gues-
tion the practice; the extent that
economic competition perpetuates
radical raclal prejudice particularly
among whites of the lower msocio-
economic levels; the refusal by far
too many persona belonging to the
dominant whita group to asees thal
depriving Negroes of opportunity to
develop according to thelr intellec-
tual, political, and technical poten-
tialitles !5 an economic and soclal
labliity to the communmity; the in-
sistence by many that democratio
princlples can be promoted h
prﬁ\dcﬁxﬁ so-called equal opportunity
whils still adhering to practices of
megTegation.

Hublighed. for the Victorla University Btudeats’ Assoclation and printad by the
Btandard Press, 3Ma Marion BL, Wallmgton, .

in the Southermm Town, by John

THE DOMINATING CULTURE

As already mentioned, recogmition
and appreciation of the multitude
of differences between groups. of
people eventually lead to an appre-
clation of the difforences between
Individualas belonging to any one
group. Though the members of any
specific group mnecessarily share a
variety of cultural patterns, the
group members as individuals tend
to absorb and conform to the values
and ways of doing things of the
dominant cultural climate, In West-
ern civillsation we. place invidious
cultural emphasis upon such itlems
as family, wealth, property owning,
and occupation or profession. In
occupations, for example, wa have
developed evaluative judgmenta ac-
¢cording to artlficial eriterlons of
gervices rendered to the community.
Thus plumbers may be considered to
occupy s position lower on the social
scale than the white collar worker.
We thercfore come to consider cer-
tain unfavourably economlically and
soclally situnted persons, and par-
ticularly dark-skinned raclal groups,
to be especially suited for particular
occupations of low social value—
with no appreciation for the capa-
clty, ability, or potentialltles of
persons as unique Individuals,

Any soclely in which persons be.
longing to a particular cultural or
racial group more or less monopo-
lise specific types of occupations or
business activitles (Orlentala as
greengrocers in  Wellington and
Negroes as domestica in the South-
ern States of the U.S.A.) smacks of
8 rigid caste structure in soclal or-
ganlsation. Some New Zealanders
might point out that legally the
Orientals have equal opportunity
with the dominant whitea in soclo-
cconomic pursuits, but are there not
subtle pressures operating which
tend to keep Orlentals at the bottom
of the aocial ladder? One test is
marrlage—"Would you Ilike YOQUR
DAUGHTER to marry an Indlan?")

EACH MAN'S DIGNITY

I Individuel differences are thor-
oughly ajfreciated we eventually
arrive at the jsoneclusion that within
Any one group, community, nation,
Indeed .fhe world, there I8 a great
range of human capacities and po-
tentlalities—a great diversity in
intellectual and physical abilities,
in ways of doing thinge, and aspira-
tions. If we live up to our profes.
slons of political, social and eco-
nomic democracy, we will accord to
every individual, no matter what his
idesalogies and ways of doing things,
an lmportant place in the group and
the soclety of which he s an {n-
tegral

Thus we arrive at an appreciation
of human dignity — the emphasls
upan the individual (person, group,
nation) as a functioning member of
the larger soclety.

As pointed out by of hu-
man relatons In ths United States
and exemplified in Industrizl &nd
racial atudies, political freadom and
gEood economic conditiona do not
automatically solve all soclal prob-
lams. Belter wages and working
conditions do not prevent strikea
Among other things, discontents may

arise against foremen or managers
who represent impersonal sabaentee
capitallsts—employees are atriking
for satlafying working relationships
and a satisfying place, & respectable
status in the community. —(Bome
labour unions in the United States
are attempting to ameliorate the
pxychological evila accompanying
the depersonalisation of industry by
providing outlets for self-expression
and opportunities for satisfying per.
sonal service In unlon organisation.)

Financlal help or a living wage
for lower ¢ whites and Negroes
do not necessarily cause a raising
of standard of lving. Raising of
standard of living seems to be in.
volved with ascending the social
ladder. Climbing the Bocial ladder
is difficult — so difficult many per-
aongs at the bottom of the social
quagmire cannot develop the incen-
tives and the technlques necessary
for succeas.

Would 1t be expectlng too much
to suggest that the time may come
when human dignity.—the importance
of every alngle indivdual, every per-
gon in the community, is appreciated
to the extent that we wil fall to
place the present-day great empha.
sls upon invidious comparisons?

Could modern soclety maintaln
herself without' the man who runs
the machine that spreads the glue
on the sole of your shoe? Or those
aocial engineers—the ‘lawyers? Or
the fellow who poura cold water
down his sleeve at 4 o'clock In the
morning so that you may have fresh
milk in your tea at elght? Or the
secretary who keeps the machinery
of an office well-olled while the boss
makes Rotary speeches?

The emphasls ehould be wupon
human dignity — each Inodividoal
human belng!

—WILLIE BMAE GILLIS,

Introducing the
Socialist Club ...

NDEPENDENT thinking and

heresy are ns old as Victoria Col-
lege herself. But the Soclalist Club
was only founded in 1946, when all
those young men had returned from
the war full of the ideals on which
UNO was founded. In a secse, the
Club can be said to be the climax of
a tradition, because in tha Club for
the first time, students have commit-
ted themselves to an active as well
as a verbal participation in the
struggle for soclalism.

Soclalists of all shades
under the Soe¢. Club's wing., Chris
tian Sociallsts, Marxists, Labour
Party memberas and Fablana . , . all
are united for its pollcy and its
actlvities, and for the policy and
activities of the N.Z. Student Labour
Federation,

In the past Aive years, the Club has
led campaigns in and out of the Col-
lege for Increased bursaries, for
student rellef, for self-determination
for the Indonesians, againgt conscrip-
Uon, againat increases in the cost of
living and education . . . A wide
variety of actvities, but all in the
one direction, for the peace and well-
belng of students and young people
everywhere,

The Club holds many aucceastul
meetings addreased by well-known
speakers, cottage evenings, and
week-end schools.

The firat meeting for 1851 will be
held in the Gym on Thursday, 8th
March, at 8 pm; the apeaker will
be announced this week. The Annual
General Mesting, with a report §nm
Doug Foy who attended the Austra-
llan Student Labour Congreas in
January, will follow on the 22nd.

Al atudenta are welcome. Bring
that tory cobber along with you If
you like, write via the notice board
in the common room to elthar
(Mr.) or Ty (Mrs.) Piper, and
tham you are tad

gather
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