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BIRTH CONTROL AND ASIA

The Advantages of Continence over Continuance

N FRIDAY the thirteenth the motion “that Educa-
tion in Birth Control is an essential solution to
Asia’s problems” was debated. The importance of this
debate is emphasised by the fact that leading sociolo-
gists have stated that umless Asia’s problems are
immediately solved New Zealand can hope for only 15
to 20 years continued independent existence. The im-
portance of considering the Asian question, then, is
imperative and the Debating Society is to be commended

for discussing it.

However, the mass of the
college has no such awareness
of their impending future, and
so only about fifty (the fifty
that generally attend all de-
bates) were present,  The
weather and the Little Theatre
were cold, of course, but mot
sufficiently to explain such a
small number.  Nevertheless
the speaking, from both plat-
form and floor was of a good
standard, and interjections, al-
though not as sustained as
usual, were plentiful.

Needless to say the Foy ploy was
flawlessty played by the inimitable
Foy. A particularly pleasing
feature was the continued number of
new upeakers, new speakera with
considerable talents. Due to the
considerateness of the judge Mr. B
M, O0'Connor, who was o full half.hour
early, the evening started on time—
something unusual,
T : [ -
The speakers were:
Affirmative Dennls Garrett (leader),
Marjorfe Muoro.... ... .o .o o
Negative:  Michael
(leader), Puuline Hoskins
The motion was lost: Student tote,
15-19: whole house, 17.20, :

The chalrman Mr. Curtin, announc-
od that Mr, Dennls Garrett, due to
pressure of work, had had to reaign
the post of secretary. Mr. John Cody
was appointed to the vacancy,

. Dennds Garrett opening the debate
for the affirmative found great pleas-
cure in not having to define the first
of the motion. He staled that
‘s problems” could be summed
word—Population. He
rightly pointed out this "probably
the most serious debate lTor a long
time." (Mr. Foy—it is certainly the
first debate for a long time!) Popu-
lation was the basic cause of unrest
in Asin because of the <y
between the amount of food and the
be the amount of food and the

tar demand for it

||A
up in cne

lived in Asla

extremely high therg were over ana
above the death rale each year Len
millien more people to féed. During
the opposition’s two  specches B0
children would be born.  As un after-
thought he added--through no fault
of theirs.” In China, with a popu.
lation of five hundred million, there
were an average of 1000 people to
the square mile. Japan had an aver-
age of 30000 Furthermore there
was no mechanisation to utilise fully
land for food production.

Although the terms of the debate
mndle, birth-control only one solution
it was ecssential to do something
effective. To prevent the use of birth
control, which was, on moral grounds,
and to let things ripe “would be mur-
der, plain and simple.”

Micharl Lennane asked could he
present his side of the negative's
ccnse, such ng it was, leaving the more
conclusive (and more ditficult) part
to his colleague. 1If he could prove
that education in birth control was
not the essential solulion o Asia’s
prablems, his side would have won its
case, He set about this task a little
uncertainly, but was soon citing medi-
ca lexperts with great confidence.
First was+*Dr. De Gastro, President
of the United Nations World Food
Production Board, who stated that
of the world's 16 million acres of
arable land, barely two million were
being cultivated. Dr. F. J. McCann
wan cited as saying thal contracep-
tion lead to lunacy. Since the Ame
rican occupation of Japan, a com-
paratively well-educated count
aver 200,000 Jn had died
tising it. Ref to the
viewa on morals, Mr. pointed
out that there was a ponitive side
to morals, which if it had been follow-
ed would prevent an insane policy of
colonisatior. Dr. Fisher, Archbishop
of Canterbury, was quoted as doydiir-
ing family planning. What Mra.
Sanger in America didn't realise
about Asimns in Asian was that they
had & strong love of family. Dr.
Mahatma Ghandi saild that it would
be impossible to change nacred be-
Hefs of the Hindus within two gener-
ations—and that would be too late!
The Chinese, even more conservative,
would be even harder to change. The
begetting of a family was the great-
est, -n.n{lh. at times lheh'ontlo;r dféﬁe
ure of PoOOr peRIAN
them of it was no solution and would
only cause friction, Far more posi-
tive would be American money and
Australian food.

Marjorie Munro pointed out that
the increased productivity called for
by the negative side would mean
increased mechanisation which would

mean increased unemployment,  And
this disastrous productivity which
meant alpo & higher standard of liv-
ing and a lower birth rate was the
only alternalive to birth control

“AN EXPEDIENCY™

Concerning Mr. Lennane’s guota-
tions about the effect of birth control
on health, she sadd it was accepted
“in medical cireles™ that it was not,
Anyway, she thought thal lunacy
would be betler than a family of 14
children which would lead to more
certain lunacy.  As for the negative's
statements on  morals they were
arguing from the poinl of view of
Weslern  philosy  about  Aslatic
thought. Mr. Lennane might en-
thuse aboeul Chinese grandfathera
with  happy grandchildren  about
their knees, butl he must pealize that
“the ecase rested with youth, not
with grandtathers.” Why must we
live in the pasat?” With no sound
attitude to birth control the neygative
coupled no solution to Asia’s prob-
lems.  Finally, birth.control was not
the permanent essential solutjon—it
was “an expediency” to deal with
the present.

Miss Munro spoke very well for a
new speaker,

Petite ¥Faaline Hoskins, another
new speaker, spoKe as i speaking
was very natural to her, She quoted
a  Latin-American proverb:  “The
table of the peor is meagre—but the
bed of misery is fertile)” to illustrate
her thesis that hunger increased
population, and so increased problems
of population pressure on space, in
this case Asia's

HUNGER A STIMULUS

Overpopulation did nol cause star-
vation; it was the reverse. Then
followed biological proofs of this
argument, fluently presented. Lack
of liver protein in laboratory rats and
bulls had lead lo an inerease in fer-
tdity. In pionecring Australia the
birth increase per annum had been
80 per cenl; with higher standard of
living it had decreased 1o 18 per cent.
De Castro, mentioned before, had
written & book "The Geography of
Hunger" for those who wanted more
informuntion, stating this theory at
greater lengths. There was also the
paychologleal factor: as the nulri-
tional appetite was denied the sex
appetile increased.

‘the essentinl solution to Asia's

blems then was to increase thz
f& supply. Hobert Salter in  his
book "Freedom from Want" had
pointed out that the available land
could be better utllised, as was shown
by war. In the United States the in-
creased food producton would have
fed ffly milllon more people. Eng-
Innd had increased her food produc-

tion from & third of her wants to 48 .

per cent, and between 1940.1949 milk
production had increased by 25 pbr
cent. Finally, there was the never-
ceasing resources of the sea which
had yet to be tapped.
There were the ususl good num-
ber of 8 from the floor. Tim
sald il was easy enough
for the negative to call for more
food, but as nobody wished to produce
it In the place of rearmaments, it
would be better to limit the popula-
tion of Asia than to try to feed it. He
would like to air his farming know-
ledge. On his uncle's farm lambing

was best when they had plenty to
ecat. Miss Hoskins ‘wns  interested
only In rams and bulls but we should
consider both sexes.

Editor's Note: We presume the fol.
lowing report to be substantially cor-
rect us it was hoanded lo us by Mr,
Patterson's publicity mansger (Mr.
Patterson himself).

John Patlerson, who spolie for the
affirmative, said that as he was un-
able to refule Miss Hoskins' argu-
ments, he would have lo aceept them.
It seemed lo him, however, that she
wis on the wrong side of the plat-
form. Miss HosKins' argument boil-
ed down 1o this; the more you cal,
the less fertile you anie. What was
thiz but anotheér form of hirth con.
trol?  Mr. Patterson agreed that
education in birth contrel was the
solution o Asda’s population prob-
loms, but il wak not education of
the Asians that was needed. They
knew already that they should eat
all the food they could get. No. the
people who ahould be cducated were
those who lived in the mere well-fed
countrics.  They should be Laught Lo
put  their faith in Miss Hoskins'
method  rather than in the crude
physical and chemical devices that
they were acoustomed to use them-
selves, So they might be brought 1o
realise that their only hope lay in
pumping protein as fast as lhey
could inlo the Asians,

Mr. Andresns, although notl a bios
logist, said thal he knew that ex.
perts Knew very little about fertility.
It was even sugpested thal nicoline
acid redueed it iMr, Garrett, safely
married {or some time, lit a cigaretle
herey  He had been in Bombay and
had personal experience of the high
death-rate, At any rate Mao-Tse-
Tsung would soon liguidate the Chi-
nese population problem,

John MeLean, attired in kilt and
sporran (Voice: What's underncath?)
He had been studying fgures f{rom
England stating that the professional

~clasges had the smallest families. Did
thin mean that the miners cat lexs?
No. it was that they weren't as well
educated.

Referring to “Private Mactavish”
Mr Brockey sided with Dr. Kin-
sey, Professor Rusaell, Dr. Joad and
Aldous Huxley: that bhirth contral
meant depletion of intelleet.

Nancy Pearce, although not a scien.
tist or biologist, asked for the his-
torical wviewpoint to be considered.
{She works in the War History De-
parimenl.y Birth control was as
sanitary as using 4 toothbrush, “Now
to pet on to my own case’" (Miss
Hoskins: *Is there & Dr. Kinsey in
the house?')

John Gatley, a new spéaler with
great promise, pointed out that the
negative had not shown how to uti-
lise the land for all this food produc-
tlon,

Doug Foy, the best aspeaker of the
evening, spoke too fast for this re-
porter to get his argument, but his
whirlwind fashion left a nice draught
behind. He did advocale shiploads
of contraceptives be sent to Japan.
(Volce: Liberty ships.)

Hector MacNelll continued the
united tront of Catholica and Com-
munists, started in the last debate,
by apeaking for the negative. In
any case American germ warfare
would soon wipe out Asia.

Although he had not heard much
of the debate Pip Fiper wished to
follow in Mr. MacNeill's footateps.
{(Voice: “Was it o r's
decision, Pip?) He was interested in
the title. (Volce: "We've got further
than that aince 8 o'clock.”) Was there
a population problem?

(Continued on Page 2)
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LIVEN UP OUR ELECTIONS!

S the cxecutive have asked me to reconsider my resignation

I have once more the dubious privilege of writing the editorial
or, as some nasty-minded little people would say, of commencing
my electioneering for the next elections. Looking back over the
election and over past elections I cannot help thinking how dull
they were. Although we are a conservative people. as a whole
surely an event of such paramount importance could be livened
up. We tend to drift along from one clection to the other with an
occasional outburst of good spirits during Capping Week in a dull
haze, and when an event occurs which gives us a pretext to liven
things up a bit we just sit dumbly back and wait for something
to happen—of course it never docs for we seem to have lost one
important aspect of our collective character, the art of living up
to our reputation.

Imagine an election starting thunee or four weeks from polling
day. The Blozgs Election Committee start things going with a
pamphlet drive: the Drama Club, in a typically dramatic move,
announces its support of the western blog. Slogans are scribbled
on walls, on the cable car: the Unitarians boycott a history lecture
after a history lecturer dorps a hint that he is inclined to the Left,
The Charter Ciub holds a ball and finish holding hands and sing-
ing “The Only Red We Want, Is The Red We've Got, In The Old
Red, White And Blue.” Electioneering ceases on the night before
polling with a session in the Little Theatre where the candidates
announce their policies. To be serious, this added publicity given
to each candidate and the solid thrashing out of his policy and
merits for some time will do a lot Lo ensure that the best people
arv elected, not because they have been here for a good few years
and everybody thinks that they deserve the honour and glory as a
consolation prize for not having graduated.

This idea of livening the elections up will doubtlessly lead to
a lot of abuses of constitutional privilege and offences against good
taste and decency which, we hope, is common to all of us. But,
apparently, it is not as common as we had hoped.

Some of you, and I hope that it was not many, saw 2
slip of paper which was circulated during polling. Pur-
porting to be issued by the Student Section, Protestant
Action—which alene makes it illegal as no such body has
any connection with the College—this slip attempts to
make religion a determinant of a candidate’s suitability
for clection. As far as I can sce a person’s religion has
got absolutely nothing to do with the elections. I consider
that it is quite possible for a person to be a good chap in
spite of his religion and it is even more likely that his
religion would contribute a lot towards making him a
decent chap. In any case there are very few issues which
come before the Executive which deal with religious mat-
ters amd 1 have not noticed any attempts on the part of
Catholic members to Jower the Executive prant to the
EA’. or endeavours on the part of S.C.M. supporting
Exee. members to limit the activities of the Catholic
Students’ Guild, T am a Protestant of sorts myself and I
would be ashamed to have anything to do wfth such a
prejudiced effort of electioneering. It seems that the
authors of the slip felt the same, too, for they did not
even have the guts to come out into the open but pre-
ferred to slink in the gutter of anonymity.

This sort of offence against decency makes us realise that
we are not all the fair, decent persons that we like to think we are.
I would like to publish a letter from the persons concerned defend-
ing or supporting their action. Their anonymity would be strictly
preserved if they s0 wished, but I do not suppose they have any
solid reasons which would bear publication,

Anyhow, despite that sort of thing which I have just men-
tioned I think the fairminded people around the College could
manage to liven up the eclections, improve the Executive and so
the College. In conclusion, I think that although a vote of thanks
will have been voted it, T think that it is not amiss for the editor
of "Salient” to compliment the Executive on an excellent job of
“"maintaining the status quo.” —T.H.H.
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Editorial Subterfuge

IR, —1It is not good editorinl policy
to "blast” the execulive merely
because everything else “from staff
to students™ has aiready been blasted,
To bull-bait this capable bedy—I say
capable, because those functions re-
cently held which hnve been con-
trolled by the executive, namely the
Easter Tournament, the Undergrad's
Supper, the Capping Ball and Pro-
cesh, have all been ungualified sue-
ceases—smacks of a rather puerile
cditorial subterfuge to obtain sensa-
tional ¢opy. You succeeded.  Mr.
Horsley's letter was the bull-charge
resulting  from  your rag-flappings.
Had our president born in mind that
the present execulive has acquitied
fteelf more than creditably, and that
you apparently consider the executive
to be endowed with powers equlva-
lent to these of the College Couneil,
then he would never have, designed
to answer your “deligerately pro-
vocative” editorial.

The execulive cannot avail Hsell of
powers It has never had.  Tts job,
as represenling the Students” As-
goviation, & lo be “the official link
belween the students of the college
and the college authorities . ., to
deal with all malters in which the
students as & body are interested
... ete. (See Viee  Calendar.,
p- 279.) The latter has been cap-
ably done and the collepe authorities
are just as sware of the problems
of the stident body as the exeeutive
i, Why the pin-pricking? Is it
just something to write aboul, being
the active, energetic, neéw-broom
cilitor that you are? Is the execu-
tive to be blamed for V.U.C, apathy
about which, M.W. R, was so clogquent
in Salient of May 287 He like your-
self, s so impractical an  idealist,
ihat to combat this apathy, he sug-
gosts increasing i ten-fold by cutling
Students’ Amwocialion grants to clubs,
For what club functions withoul at
least some money?  And what aver-
age. hard-up student, near ax he un-
denably is to the abyss of apathy,
would not rather plunge back into
it than be plagued for subs. by
cevery club he cares (o patronise n
his  semi-interested way? Many
ciubs, remember, especinlly the cul-
tural ones, depend on casual nem-
bers rather than on an enthusiastic
clique for their successful function.
ing.

grpe place to lay the blame for lack
of progress round Vietoria is not at
the door of the executlve, nor with
the council—real progress has been
effectively blocked by n drastically
reduced (f.e., as 8 percentage of total
cexpenditure) budget grant to cduca-
tion made by the National Govern-

ment. -
—LD.A. '

Birth Control and Asia
tContinued from Page 1}

Jim Milburn pointed out thal in
the West sex was wrapped in a sugar
conting of morality with a religious
flavour. Birth conlrol was not prac-
tised in Asia largely because iU was
conhtrary Lo their religions.  We must
free them  from religlous ideology
which keeps the dead hand of Lhe
prat on the progress of the fulure.

JdJohn Cody commitied an act of
political suicide first by not speaking
on Mr. MacNeill's side, and, second-
ly, by addressing the audience:
“Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Curtin,
Mr. O'Brien and leaser breeds within
—the law.” He illustrated the say-
ing of Muanfueius: “All comes to him
who walls” by poeinting out that Con-
fucius was the tenth son of n tenth
son.

The moral side of the lssue, which
ways related to the natural law of
margsvhich made him instinctively
wish to prescrve his species, and so

was opposed to blrth control. wnas

explained by Hon Bub?
t Turbott said that if mat-
ter was Indestructible we should let

Just Weaklings

IR, — Cammiseration with o

selves on our hardahips has rea
such a high pitch of intensily
it is time we menlion thal sove
hardship, that which must mak
existence as students a burd
ourselves and an annoyance to o
another, the fact that we never do
what we want. The policy of the Ex-
ccutive, Lhe facilities of the clubs,
the ineffectiveness of notices, and
the clutches of time and modern civil-
isation are evidently morc than our
capacllies can cope with. We are
merely able Lo lnment our frustration
in “Sallent,” and exhort one another
into activity which we have acknow-
ledged impossible.

JSo MW.E. has made the heipful
Malthusian suggestion that If In our
starved  condltlon our glant clubs
murdered the weakllngs thern would
be more Association food for the
glants, and wo woald produce n finer
race. He has made the suggestion
from no feeling of antl-humaniturisan.
Isnt, but from the conviction that
these weaklings are merely lazy and
that they would become veritable
tigers in atreagth and ferocity should
wo threaten them with extioctlon.

I humbly wish to au;igeal that they
are possibly just weaklings, and that
many of us are still humanilarians,
I nlzo suggest that there iy one thing
better than casting off socicties, and
that is founding new ones.

B.D,

Why Proletariat?

JIR.—I agree with DBS. in hia

Appraisal of “A Strectear Named
Desire” an belny an “intelligent, first-
class film. But .,

First, two quite unnecessary words
In the first two paragraphs. Why
does he have to lean over backwards
just to usé bourgeols and proletariat
—words picked out o: Pol 8¢ I7
Actunlly, 1 don’t know that the film
industry ignored the “piddling de-
mands” of the box ofice after all.
An inereasing awarcness of the value
of Strectear-type productions among
the public is reflected in what pro-
ducers give it

Proletariat  coiloquially  means
wage-working class, employed group,
Stanley and his friends hardly scemed
to qualify. Tt would have been beller
to use a less-politieally charged ex
pression such as down-trodden  or
squalid quarter, or cesspool of New
Cricans.

Second, critic DUB.S. presumes that
hecause “Strectoar” was written in
(947 it shows “the type of person-
ality that has grown up after, and
as a direct result of, the last war.'”
Neurosis explored by Williama do not
date  from  post-1945. Stanley’'s
“schizophrenic  insanity™ (73 weould
have been apparent war or no war
His is a personality which has existed
for ages.

Minor points: scenes of the sur-
rounding environment are not greatly
increased in the filmg I may be
wrong but the very lnatl scene of all
is nol part of the original script.

—D. L. ROWNTREE.

things rip. It was just a matler of
changing the chemical formula,

Mr. O'Shea asked did the Kussians
praclice birth control?

The Catholic attitude was thal
natural, not artificial meanys of birth
control shouid be uvged, naid Melda
O'Reilly. She thus approved conlin-
vnce not continuiince,

In summing up Mr. Lenpans ' de-
scribed his side's case a8 humanitar-
iwn, Mr. Garrett siigmatised It as
hopelesaly idealistic.

The judge found that the negetive
docurmnented thelr case far better, and
that the fundamental queslion Was
whether money would go to food to
stop a future war or to rearmament
to fight it. He placed Mr. Foy
firat as presenting the best argument.
Mr, Milburn and Mr. Garrel, second,
etjual.—PINKY. ’



Salient, June 26, 1952.

Page/_a.

PLAYWRITING
COMPETITION

FOB the bencfit of any proapective

playwrights in the college, the
V.IL.C. Dmama Club announces that

it I» holding & playwriting competi- -

tion. The competition Is now open
to cotrants. The competition is being
organised by WM. W. N, SHEAT, to
whom all engquiries should be ad.
dressed.

The following conditions, although
not easential, should be observed:

1. The play should be of one act.

2, The number of characlers

should be no more than eight;
preferably four males and four
females,

3. The duration ef the play shoul!

e approx. 30 minutes.

{(These conditions are suggested
50 that the winning entry if sultable
may be considered for eniry into the
Annual British Drama Lesgue Play
Festival, or. the drama sectien of
Winter Tournament. These are lhe
conditions for entry inlo bolh these
competitions. However, it does not
necessarily follow that the winning
entry will automatically be inciuded
in these competitions.)

All entries nre W ho handed Lo
ME. W. N. SHEAT, without names
writfen on, but with covering letter
menlioning wriler's name,

There will be a prize of Two (2)
Guineas for the winning enlry.

Il is hoped that the entries will be
Jjudged by a sentor member of Uhe
English Department of this College,
who will be asked to comment on the
entries.  All entries will be returned

to competitors, with the judge's
commenta.
CLOSING DATE: MONDAY,

JUNE 80, 1952, by which day all
entries must have been handed in to
MR. W, N. SHEAT.

HOCKEY TEAMS
DOING WELL

IN common with the

Rugby Football and
Association Football clubs
of the College, the V.U.C.
Men’s Hockey Club is en-
joying a very successful
season.

The senior team,
beaten by W.C.0.B. and Karori,
has played hockey of a high
standard. Now that there has
been a rearrangement of the
forward and half lines it is anti-
cipated that the second round
may see an improvement in the
team's record.

Throughout all the teams in the
senior hockey competition there has
been & marked advance in the stand-
ard of play over that of recent years.
The fact that cach of the four teams
Karori, W.C.0B,, T.C.O.B.. and Unj
versity is capable of bealing any ong
of the others in the group Is making
fer even games, in which no team
can afford to relax itz efforls to
amex the senior champlonship.

. Despite changes from week Lo
week because of the holidays and be-
cause of the need for replacements
in the senlor team, the V.U.C. second
hockey team which pfays  second
grade, firat division, has maintained
an unbeaten record 80 far this season,
The first game againat Miramar was
won 2-0, although the score might
easily have been greater had the
Varjsity forwards’ efforls in  the

¢ “been more effective. As it
as, the alr on each side of the goal
mouth must have been riddled with.
holes caused by flving hockey balls,

A host of minor infringements
spolit the game against Welllngton
College which was drawn i-1. The
third game in which Hutt was de-
feated 5-4 was marked by a sudden
lapse In the necond spell during
which the score changed from 4-0 in
Varsity's favour to 4.3. It might
have just ag well for Varaity

although

Admission to
Med. Classes

following advice was received
on May 9, 1952, from the Regis- »
trar, Unlveralt{ of Otngo:-—

“The Council has now given fur.
ther consideration to the rule im.
posed last December hy which It was
announced that ‘Applicants from
atudenls  wishing to  commence
second-year medical studies in 1954
and subsequent years, will not norm-
ally be accepted If the applicant is
maore than 24 yvears of age on Decem-
ber 31 in the year of application.’
The Council is prepared to conslder
this rule again during the current
year, and you will be.advised if any
modifications  or alterations In  the
present position are agreed upon.

“Meanwhlile the Couneil is pre
pared te consider the cases of stud-
ents affected by the rule, if a re-
quest for such conslderatlion is re-
ceived either from the students or
from the college on behall of the
students.”

{Note: Students affecied are asked
to hand in their names lo Professor
Monro.)

AESCHYLUS
UNDER REVIEW

N the night of the 17th I,
in company with some
forty others, fought my way
through the teeth of a gale to
the Little Theatre where
"Prometheus Bound"” was to be

read, and as far as possible,
acted,

The curtains parted to reveal John
McCreary clad in a red robe, tied
with chains to a wooden support re-
presenting the rock, where he re-
muained until the end an hour Iater,
He spoke his lines convincingly, with
an ease suggesting much experlence
of stage work. He was In fact, the-
mainstay of the production. His
greatest  supporl was . forthcoming
from the chorus who read fuently
and as a body, the shorter specches
of the chorus being taken by in-
dividuals.

D, G. Slmmers, as Ocennus, ate
lacked his part with enthusissm, but
his wildly shaking hands and de-
liberate hesitancies at the beginnings
of speeches detracted from his per.
formance. The high-pitched even-
toned voice of To, played by Peggy
Thom ¢ rather monotonous,
and the ery of woe was such as to
provoke subdued laughter from the
audicnee.  Of the remainder of the
cast, G. I, Brough, as Hermes, was
most pleasing. His appearance in
something looking like & baseball cap
brought .back memories of a wvoice
aaving, "And this of course Is
Hermea, we recognise him by his
traveller's hat.”

Unfortunately, the concluding
speech by Prometheus just before he
is devoured by an earthquake, was
completely  lost on the audience,
which was lnughing in a lesa sub-
dued manner at the unconvincing at.
templ to produce thunder and light-
ning. ‘The fallure of the curtain
close an scon as the wWas )
ished did not do much to improve
matters either. —IL.F.WW,

that the game ended soon afterwards
when the score ahowed signs  of
changing from 5-4 to 5-5.

Against Huin a simllar decline, to-
gether with a revival on the part
of the opposing team was scen dur-,
ing the second spell. In this case
the score changed from Varsity 3
Huln 0 to 3-3,

Rain on the past two Saturdays
has caused the postponemoents of the
Axtures for this grade but the team
is keen to maintain ity record in the
games againat Johnsonville and T.C.
which complete the round,

At this stage it ia not poasible to
forecast accurately the final position
of the team in the grads, but every
effort is being made to Anksh on top.

—SPORTS EDITOR.

Fﬂm Review . . .

HEAVEN’S ABOVE!

IN the “de Mill”-ion dollar effort “Samson and Delilah™
the producer turned Biblical history into cinematic
spectacle, remodelling history’s surface when spectacle

demanded it.

“David and Bathshebg

" offers us the same

formula, except that there is less spectacle, less bad
taste, fewer plunging necklines and bare midriffs. The

result of such a formula?

The film attempts to tell the
love story of David and Bath-
sheba in a straight forward
‘manner, with no vulgar distrac-
tions such as gorgeous slave-
girls or dancing mid-rifians.
But vernal love-making and
wooing expressed in inane dia-
logue and revealed by an almost
static camera is, to me, dull
entertainment. I longed for a
divine interrupation of such
tiresome activity. A falling
temple perha;:s. or a divine
flood. No! e are concerned
with this dull love affairs (adult-
erous and royal, admittedly)
for thousands of celluloids feet
before any form of rescue is
ours.

Our rescuer Is Nathan, the Prophet
of God, who sends David off ta the
Tabernacle to pray before the Holy
Shrine, Here we are subjected to
more discomfort. For fully three
minutes Davld prays aloud to hix
God, apparently with complete lack
of seif-consciousness; the embarrass-
ment ks left to the audience. But
ance again  the direclor's (Henry
Hing) happy sénse of liming saves
the audience m mass  hysterin,
With a seriea of heavenly thunder-
bolts we are¢ introduced to fiash-backs
of David's life. We sec Hollywood's
version of David slaying Gollath, the
“Phyllis-tin, Here we have spec.
tacle st last! But it is clumsily in-
troduced, spoiling the whole arlistic
unity of the film. The director throws

tasle to the Jerusalem winds,

pandering to those illilerates who
control the guality of flms produced
in Holl eVery Year.

How do the players unfold this dul
drama of Love and Prayer? Half
the trouble with this Alm (as with
others of a historical nature) is that
one's allention is distracted by the
discovery that half of anclents Is-
rael's population are one's personal
acquaintances.  "All, all were therre,
the old famillar faces” . . . or at
leasl voices, as most of the film was
:I:laycclldln .t.;e Ihﬂ.dt(l]w& From what

could make out, Gregory Peck, as
David, acts ably with his body but
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Less entertainment,

not at all with his voice. while Susan
Hayward as the Lady of the Bath is
weil outl of her depth. There i3 o
surprising lack of wvariely in both
these performances, bul this is partly
duye to the director. He does not
know the function of the camera,
which can do much to develop an
actor's characterization. A camera's
job la to comment, time exact effecls
and ensgre the highest visual elo-
3uence. A good acling performance
epends upon whether the camera I8
sluggish or alert. This director's
cameéra merely observes.

The director ia also lo be blamed
for mishandling that devise used to
gloss over the staceato of the camera
and to add emphasts to certain
sequences — the musical background.
It 18 true that he has' been given
poor music {written by neither a psy-
chologist nor a music-connolsseur),
but he plays sround with it in &
most distracting way. It is madden.
ing for me to have soft music bray-
ing oul just when the hero and the
heroinie are murmuring sweet noth
ings. Perhaps King is convinced that
audiences ﬁel & thrill out of recog-
nising traditional tunes apd orches-
triation for ¢ach emolion; the right
music for angry crowds, prayving
kings, first kisses, ahrine carriers and
what have you. [t seems that Direc.
tor King hes inatructed the Holly-
wood Heavenly Orchestral Body to
be close al hand, ready lo burst into
a mighty crescendo at the drop of
every “ecliche”” He instructed the
Californtan Celestial Choir (with apo-
lgfiea to C. A. Lejeuned to start on
“The Lord .is My Shepherd” as soon
as the nudience realises that the Lord
has forgiven the wicked David. Cab-
riel and his fellow malez start the
bali rolling with the first verse, soft-
ly accompanied b_g the Heavenly Or-
chestral Body. ¥ the time Hero
David reaches his Beloved Bathshebn,
the Celestial Choir is in full chorus
{males and femnles) with the Heav-
enty  Orchestral performing
greal c¢rescendos and tuttis in the
background. AH we needed 1o make
the scene really moving way the Cel-
tial Wuriitzer,

Tho film did not moake me very
concerned about the fate of David
and Bathsheba, Heaven can  save
them for afl 1 care: but [ would say
very definitely, to Hell with the Celes-

tinl Cholr.
IAN RICIHEL

TRAVEL GRANTS—FULBRIGHT

PROGRAMME

THE United States Educational Foundation in New Zealand

invites applications for 27
citizens who intend to study

Travel Grants from New Zealand
in the US. during

the 19538-54

academic year and who undertake to return to New Zealand.

GRANTS

Grantg il be allocated an fol-
iowar—

{a} 14 lo Students now holding a
New Zealnnd degree and planning o
post-graduate course for a degree at
ln{ l;lmﬁn'icm Ugl‘ﬂ!rﬁt}‘.

} & to Teachers, Applicants are
referred to information being pub.
lished in the June iasue of the Edu.
cation Gazette.

{c) & to Research Scholars. “ihese
are for persons of standing in their
fleld planning approximately 8 to
9 months advanced research.

td) 2 to Visiting Lecturers who
have been or may expect to be in.
vited to teach at an American Uni-

versity,
BENEFTTS
These cover return fare from the
grantee’s home town to the town In
mﬂithe University of his choice s

FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN THE
UNITED STATES

A candidate may apply for a travel

grant in anticipation of securing a

“scholarship in the U.S, but no awnrd

can be made until dollar support is
asxured. The Foundation's experi-
ence is that New Zealunders with a
first-clasa academic record can apply
for scholarahlps with very good pros-
pects of success. Candidates recom-
mended for travel grants to the
Board of Foreign Scholarships, Wash-
Ington, will be advised how to apply
for acholarship aid.

Applications In the teacher cale-
gory should be made out on form
T.5, and lodged with the Director of
Educatlon by June 30, 1952,

Forms for other categories are
obtainable from the United States
Educational Foundation in New. Zea-
land, Box 1190, Wellington, with
whom applleations close on @“ 3, .
1852, o
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Phys. Ed. ...

THE GREEKS AND THE
COLLEGE

IS IMPORTANT to any future understanding of

this College's policy in respect of student health
and physical welfare to explain something of what is
meant by Physical Education and outline in more de-
tail what steps are being taken to see that policy effected.
In general a false conception of the nature and purpose
of Physical Education persists in the minds of many
and is for the most part based on the old principles of
“physical training” or “physical culture.”

Physical Education may well
be defined as “that phase of
education through physical ac-
tivities.”  The comprehensive-
ness of scope implied in this de-
finition claims for physiedl edu-
cation a very much wider field
of influence than is or would be
recognised by the general pub-
lie,

Because of its broad and ever
cxpanding fleld of study the prin-
ciples  of physical cduaction  must
have a sclentific foundation, and
while it 18 here impossible to describe
fully the extept to which this re-
quirement has been mel, enumera
tion of some recent tields of ressarch
should indicate the efforts being
made lo provide a xound hasis for
future development.

Studies have been made in prob
lems relating  ip body muechanies,
churncter education in physical edu-
cnlion. physical ability and capacity,
arganic  development,  health,
strength, endurance.  classification
methods, athletics, games and sports,
ami medical examinations.

Much of our physical education to-
day has ity beginnings in ancient
Greece.  Almost  identical  games,
athletics, individual contests, and
dances formed activities based on
philosophy similar to our own. With
the Greeks physical education was
not a mere disciplinary procedure,
not a method of formasal calisthenies,

not o way of developing bulging-

muscles, not a programme of mech.
anical arm and leg  movements
wedged in between lecture periods:
but a way of living, a search for
besuty and national virility. It was
a part of their educational sysiem
aimed at the development of the
whole individual, albeit in the in-
torests of the State. Although they
were vitally aware of spiritual men-
tal and physical clements, neverthe-
less they were equally aware of the

If it’s
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essential umly of the human organ-
fam.  Self-confidence, poise, courage,
self-control were e¢lements of char-
actor claimed by the Grecks as the
ouleome of their system of physical
education,

Physien! education objectives must
be based on prineiples that are
formutated from the necds of society,
and soclety requires of the university
that it produce students capable of
shouldering their full responalbilities
as professional citizens.

It is realised that accommodation
facllitics in this college cannot but
sdversely,  affect  the University's
efforts to fulfil her role. Responsib-
lity to themselves and te the com.
munity must be faced by many hun-
dreds  of students who will  pass
through the college before conditlons
ran be greatly improved, and. this
can he adeguately undertaken only
i thoxe students mnke better use of
such opportunities for n fuller uni-
versity 1ife as now exist.

Many groups within the college
provide extra-curricular  activities
that mean much to those who give
their interest and support. The
phyaical education department of the
callege hopes to provide such aspects
of a university education as can be
gained mosat readily through physical
activity. For aome time it iz prob-
able that facilities may permit only
recreationsl activities but the devel
opment “of fields must rest on the
importance with which each student
regards his or her own physical.
well being.

The programme of activities al-
ready established and the relative
merits of physical educalion activ-
itles will be considered later.

W.H.L.
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THE MUSIC
SOCIETY

lI!l-lE Music Society was entertain-
ed on Thursday by the amall,
rotund and confident tenor, Hubert
Milverton-Carta, sccompanied by
Elizabeth Page. This ls Mr. Milver-
ton-Carta's first appearance in Wel-
lington since his return from Eng-
land. He began with songs from
Henry Purcell, followed by the Holy
sonneta of John Donne arranged by
Benjemin Britten. In the heavy
perious pleces he wae not ‘glaulng
although he tackled them with gusto.
His voice niternated from very loud
te very soft too much; he appeared

register. But

to have little middle

George Butterworth's of
“The Shropshire Lad," and Britten’s
folk-song arrangements, which he
sang next, were delightful, and ad-
mirably suited to his talents, which
are of & lighter, comic order. “Foggy-
foggy Dew" was the cncore he
chose, and evidently enjoyed singing.

MARIST TACTICS DEFEAT
VARSITY

Osborne on Top Forul

B a calm, unusual to Wellington, and before a large
crowd, Marist proved too good for Varsity. Marist

played a game

planned to neutralise the scoring potential

of the Varsity backline. And on this, as the result
showed, they succeeded. Their heavy forwards, showing
remarkable agility in the loose, and their backs giving
a magnificent tackling display proved too stiff a hurdle

for the Varsity

team to surmount. For their well-earned,

and rather dearly-bought victory, Marist deserve the

heartiest congratulations.

The Varsity team as a whole
did not give of their best. The
forwards, faced with the stiffest
opposition so far encountered
this season, performed credit-
ably. They were not as prom-
inent in the loose as they
usually are—much of their

energy being needed to match
the Marist forwards in the
tight.

Hutchnson and Smith did their
usual good job in the linecouts but
they were not given the support re
quired for the quick heeling of the
ball. The covering up of the for-
wards and their gencral backing up
of the backs was not the hlsh stand-
ard they had set against Wellington
and Petone,

The new hooker McHallich obtained
n grealer share of the ball than was
expected against auch formidable op-
pasition as Shannos. Whether his ail
round play will be up to Eastwoods
standard is still to be shown.

The return of Savage did not give
the added boost to the inside backs
that was expected. But with a few
more games I think his presence will
be greatly appreciated. It ia regret.
table that Parker should have o
join  the emergency list.  Against
Wellington his play was up to the
standard of any half-back so far
seen In Welllngton this season

Henley at five-eighths had a torrid
time, Faced with an O'Callaghan
who tacked wvery hard and a looge
forward who never got closer than
arms length to ruck, Henley had little
opportunity to show his attacking
capabilities. Why the short kick was
not made greater use of s still a
mystery. The deficiencles noticed in
Henley's play, eapecially under pres-
sure resurrects the question of the
advisability of playing an outside
back in the specialist position of first

five-elghths,  Henley does nol seem

to have the experience necessary 1o
adapt his play to counter the oppas
ing team’s tactioa.

Fitzgerald and Fitzpatriek were
also closely marked, in many cases
avermarked, An over eagerpess to
hang on to the ball marred bath
these player's game.

The close marking the inside backs
met with was dwarf-like compared
with that meted out to Jarden. Dur-
ing the Wellington game his opposite
number would far too frequently be
seen standing off-side while a serum
or n lsesul was in . This
was nol so noliceable against Mariat.
Bul even here shepherding and gen.
eral obstructive taclics were far too
common. Clote marking of an inter-
national Like Jarden 1z expected.

But tacties against not only the
apirit but also the rules of the ganwe
are to be condemned. This abortive
practice has been accentuated by the
excessive leniency of the referees,

Jarden's lapses on defence, especi-
ally the time when he failed to take
the ball in the face of a fas! moving
Hourigan could be pliced in the main
te  the head injury he  sustained
against Wellington.

At full back Osborne gave his best
display this season. His safe hand-
ling, his coolness under pressure, his
solfd tackling were from Varsity's
point of view the only pleasing feat-
ure of the game. Osborne's lne kick
ing which lacked distance against
Wellington, also showed a rmarked
improvement

The tenacily with which the
Vamity team fought back was praise-
worthy., The vigour and determina-
tion which marked the cloging stages
of the game brought into bold relief
the Ilasgsitude which characterized
thelr play in the firat half

To the aix players selected for the
Wellington touring team we extend
our congratulations.

—SPORTS EDITOR.

itain—Chesterton—Barbara Ward—Graham
Belloc—Mauriac—R. A. Knox—Lunn—

Waugh—Eric Gill—Bernanos—Coppleston—
Dawson.
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Philosophy, Theology, Religion, Social Problems,

of verse, stories

and essays, etc.

AND INTEGRITY
“A Synthesis of Life and Religion.”
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