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Wellington?

By DR. G. A. CURRIE, Vice-Chancellor, University of New Zealand

E. Editor has asked me to wrile

some comments on Professor
Gordon’s article writlen in 1948 on
*“The University of Wellington."” For-
tunately for me, Professor Gordon
has commaented already in the March
4 issue of “Salient” on his earlier
statement, and since, having Sseéen
the working of the University from
insitde a College and (nside the
Univeraity itself, he is much better
informed on the subject than I am, I
refer you again to hig recent article,
and content myself with somie de-
sultory comments on matters which
dtrike a comparative newcomer. '

I find myself in almosl complele
agrecement with Professor Gordon's
last contribution and you will see
from it that many, perhaps most, of
the disabilitiea of the Sederal mystem
outiined L2 the 1948 articles have now
disappeared.

Now T believe, 85 T think everyone
in the University does, that the true
universities “where young and old are
joimed together in the imaginative
contemplation of learning,” 1o use
Whitehead's phrase, are the Colleges.
A university iz a place for the trans-
mission of knowledge and the dis-
covery of new knowledge; a place
where teachers and students meet 1o
pursue learning and where resenrch
goes on, and that description fits the
Colleges and does not Bt the office of
the University of New Zealand, How-
ever, the University of New Zealand
does perform many vital functions,
some of which I may mention later,
and through the exigencies of his-
tory i the body which has the power
te  require certain standards  of
academic attainment for admission
to courses nnd for passing examina-
tions and it i8 the only place in New
Zeatand with a charter for conferring
ideproes.

I= it justified in being a university
at all? is a queslion you may reason-
ably nsk. I cannot comment on Lhin
question: the Universily exists and
the Senale is constantly striving to
do its best 1o shape it into the most
effective instrument for fultilling its
funclions under ihe acls which sct
oul its powerd and duties. The cen-
tral question you may really want
me to answer 8, Would the Uni-
versity Colleges (more apecifically
Victoria University College) be better,
ns soparale univeraities rather than
as Conslituent Colleges of the Uni-
versity of New Zoalnml?

My answer to Lhat question can be
neither yes nor no because nobody
known the answer, nor ia it likely that
a simple answer i3 even posaible. For
same things the Colleges might be
beller off if they could be aeparate,
for other things they may be stronger
linked tlogether, and there are some
central tunctichs that may remain
central even when they ail become
separate unlvérsities.

Fully independent universities in
Dunedin, Christchurch, Auckland and
Wellington  will  almost  cértainly
cvorme, but when, no one knows. They
should arise, one would expect, when
a majority of people who have the
say in such matters—and that means
muinly the Colleges, the Senate and
the Government—are convinced that
university education and the advance-
ment of fearning wil] be best served
by separale institutiona.

In the matter of scholarship, I per-
sonally believe that academic work ls
At ils healthiest and most vigorous
when ench centre feels free Lo teach,
lenrn and experiment in the way
which its scholars think best. Even
that statement must be qualified by
the condition that a certaln nize,
variety and quality of staff {s neces-
sary uny coilege can set its
atan of scho p at a high
enough level. I do believe, however,
that the Univeralty Collefes have
reached a size a.n:i of staff
sufficlent to warrant a large meanure,

posalbly full, academic autonemy; in--

deed, the Univeralty has been mov.
ing towards that goal for some vears
and is even now further
means of acandemic devolution.

You know, of course, that the old
type examining University came to
an end with the 1826 Act and the
transfer of from Britain
to New Zealand, and n new concep-
tion of & Univeraity rather on the
model of the federal University of
Wales, was jnitinted. The examin-
ing and degree-giving functions re-
main  with  the University and
through an Academic Board of Col-
lege teachers, the academic polley
and standards for the whole system
are determined. The Senate has the
final say, but so far as T havq seen,
ithe grest majority of Academic
Board recommeéndations are accepted
even if the process is rather alow.

Incidentally, means to speed up the

procedures—of which we de make
heavy weather—are under discussion
#1 the present moment.

Our University, including all the
Colleges, is very much the size of
the University of Melbourne, though
of a different character. Here are
Lthe student statistics supplied to me
for Iast year:

Students Fuil-

Centre part-time time ‘Total
Otago 710 1,595 2303
cCU.C ... 1,0Mm 981 2,052
AUC, ... 2003 1,139 3,232
V.o 1735 828, 2,383

Collegea of Agriculture are omitted
because their student ilatmlcs nre
rather difterent from *the general
pattern.

I must expluin that size has Jittle
relition to nutonomy since some in-
dividual Indian universities, which
are all federaling-typc universitics,
may have upwards of seventy thou-
sapd  students,  The University of
Califernin, which is ono Universily
with seven different campuses, has
over forty thousand students, while
Lthere are unitary universities with
lesn than a thousand students. The
University of Tasmania has less than
a thousand students while the Uni-
versily of Sydney has aboul ten
thousand, practically all full-time.

Perhaps it I1a more realistic to nak
whether scholarship is best served in
New Zealand by one University or by
four, and whether the central Uni-
versily i85 hampering or  helping
teachers and students in what and
how they teach, and what they de-
sire to learn?  Again the first ques-
tion is not & simple one ¢ince a single
approach through a central Grants
Committee to the Government for
finance ir  Imperative; the Special
Schools have to be allocated from
the centre; the interests of students
who move between Colleges (and
there weore =meven hundred of them

. this year) mny be best safeguarded
through a central body; Government

depariments are best dealt with cone
trally and there are other funclions
which would appear to be central of
necessity. On the other hand teach-
ing. examining, the recording of

students’ yesults and 50 on are prob-

ably best donc Iin autonomous col-
leges.  Although the very core of
scholarship 'is the vital spark which
passes between teacher and student,
the availnbility of beooks in the lib-
rary and the bmpact of student upon
student—-all the function of the Col-
leges; yet you ¢an see thot there are
many other things contributing to
scholurship which may be best
carried cut by a central body, whether
it be called a university or not.

When I speak of contribution to
scholarship, I mean coatribution Lo
the well-being of scholars, for 1 be-
lieve that administration which Is
inhuman i» bad administration. Ad-
ministration is the art and sclence of
mosat efficlently, speedily and econo-
mically applying available means to
produce desirable ends. The end pro-

duct the University seeka is scholar-
#hip, but that can be
through contributions at various
leveln to the weil-belng of the people
who are the scholars.

In a limited aascdemic sense the
angwer to the question "Would Vie-
torin College be better ns the Uni-
versity of Welllngton 7" would prob-
ably be Professor Gordon's qualified
“yes,” but of course the question
cannot be set as a limited one.

The history of the provincial de-
velopment of the Colleges, thingd as
Lthey are in our present acts, the cen-
tral Dominion Government with one
central  purgse, the problems of
ecquivalence of standards and other
areas in which co-operation is desir-
able, conspire logether to prevent
the question from being a limited
ane,

The Colleges have made big ad-
vances towards real independence in
the last few years with the appoint-
ment of full-time executive heads and
even now il is hard to see any real
difficulty which the Universily plices
in the way of any teacher presenting
what malérial he wants, in  the
manner he wants, before hig students,
or in the way of any student lo pur.

sue withoutl hindrance a course of’

study he may desire.  Perhaps Lthe
titles don't matter if Lhe functions
are being performed well,

It is not in a negative way that 1
regard the University, however. Only
by posditive ¢contributions to the pro-
motion of learning ecan the Univer-
sily justify its place, and only by
constantly adjunating itself to serve
best the changing requirements of
ascholarship  should it survive. In

common with colleagues in the Col-
leges and on the Senate we are en-
guged in trying to dJdo those very
things, to adjust our conatitution and
procedures to be of best service to
University educalion in New Zen-
lnnd. The details of that are too
long and complicated to go into here.
The Scnate [tself has a majority of
persona connected with the Colleges
on its membership, so the shape of
the future will be largely the shape
for which that mafority works, I
am confident that if the Senate were
convinced that the beat service could
be done to higher learning by press-
ing for the Colleges lo bhecome
separate  universities at any time,
that course would be followed,

Meanwhile, speaking personally, if
I may be permitled to do that, I find
that all my activities—and I've had
no time to be idle since I came here
-—have been directly, or indirectly,
reinted to the well-being of students,
helping to provide the best conditions
available in which teachers, students
and research workers may  purive
their studies, and not {o emply
routine.

I miss greatly the gpportunity for
daily personul contacts with students
aml teachers, Compensation lies in
the opportunity thia centrsl pasition
gives for a mervice 1o the scholars in
the Colleges which could not be ren-
dered anywhere else.  You may have
to accept in simple faith my state-
ment that 1 do fid here opportunity
for real service to lhe University
which, Lhough more remote from the
student than that of a teacher aml of
a different kind, s, I firmily belicve,
equally significant.

THE INTERNATIONAL SPIRIT
IN ACTION

E overseas students’ cvening held last Thursday in the

Little Theatre proved itself another success. The most im-
portant effect of this social gathering is the possibility of form-
ing an International Club at Victoria to supplement the activities
of the city club. A meeting will be held soon to decide this, and
to determine the nature of the club’s activities.

The convener of th-."| evening was
Miss Pauline Hoskins; no more suit-
able person Lo stimulate (bhy  ex-
ample) the tow of contversation can
be imagined.  (We hope that this
passing reference will not be taken
ag an “attack.’) The organisation,
however remained very similar  lo
that of lagt vear's gathering. One
very gm:?u-mnomuon was the use
of nnae n;mgwmg ench person's
names and ntry of origin. This
did away with the necessity of formal
introdiictions  in many tases, tnd
more valuably, one did not have to
attempl 1o pronounce some of the
names. This “name tag™ ayvitem did
much to encourage fraternisation and
the same idea might be of some use
for freshers during the fiest few
weehs,

The number of people attending
was approximalely eighty, compris-
ing aboul forty New Zealand born
students, and the rest born in over-
scai countries, though naturally a
Inrge percentage of these were New
Zealand citizens. The lengths some
NZers went to claim foreign origin
were surprising: one attractive young
girl sported o name-lag ving
“Jtopia” as the country of origin—
obviously she was someone's dream
girl. Another student traced his an-
ceslry to Scotland (1875) from Nor-
way (1000 A.D.). There were twenty-
two states represented: Pakistan,
Indla, Ceylon, Holland, T1.5.A.,
Canada, Malaya, China, Italy., Mauri-
tiua, Fiji, England, Scotland, N
Switzerland, Hungary, Australia,
U.8.S.R., North Borneo, Latvia, Ger-

many, and lsraeli, A notable omis-
son from this list s France,

The convener, Miss Pauline Hox-
Kink, in the muddle of the evening,
having  welcomed e guests, called
upon Professor MeGechan “who by o
happy co-incidence is on my right”
lo welcome the overseas students on
behalf of Dr. Wiliams who was un-
fortunat=ly unablo to be present.
This he did, and congratulated the
student body on the function, He
admired the iklea nnd hoped thut the
evening  would be continued. The
President of VU.CBA., (Mr. M. J.
O'Brien) then welcomed the guests
on behalf of the Association, and
mentioned the presence of twao people
at the gathering who had had Inter-
national Housd experience, Mrs. Celin
Manson and the Reverend Gardiner-
Scott, He expressed the wish that
the overseas students would 0t inte
this way of life withoul discomforl.
He promised that the Executive
would do all in its povfer o make
them fecl at home,

Miss Hoskins then discuszsed the
possibilities of doing something fur-
ther about making such patherings
permanent, There was a need for
this as many oversens sludents
boarded in rooms or hostels and had
no ensy way of meeting other people.
It was up Lo Lthe oversens atudents
to may whether or not there be an
overscas club. She suggesled o fort-
nightly meeting, with talks by
foreign studenta. An American stud-
ent then offered hiz co-operation and

{Continued on Page 2)
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R N A

ABUSE, MR.

HE Keynote of Mr. M. J. O'Brien’s
letter In the Iast issue was. in
the word “abuse.” This we could re-
gard with cquanimity had the Presi-
dent deigned to discuss our argu-
ments, but forgetling that a personal
attack on a writer does not negale
his arguments on anothefF matlor,
Mr. O'Brien allempted to win his
case by muddling the debate with
emotive oratorical. mant and (in
places) an unfortunate neglect of
truth. He has concentrated zo much
upon the author that he has failed
to bitild up 1 convincing case that gur
editorial waa e¢ither an ‘attack” or
abuse.”

We do not zettempt to defend our
articke; contained in it was enough
siive to soothe {one would think)
cven Mr, Q'Brien's sensitive nature.
The apology we made in the editorial
itself for introducing “'personulitios”
wns surely indicative of our expressed
desire not to “attack” cither of the
persons discunsed. It ig obvious that
anly a well-trained legal mind could
determine {zo fing was the line) that
there was an “attack.” especially s
we are certain that neither Aiiss
Heskin nor My, McCaw would enter-
tain the thought that we had 'at-
tacked” them. We are not ashamed
publicly to admit the high regard we
have for these two persons.

Neither—perhaps  unfortunately —
were wo ashnmed to admit that we
thought that the interests of the Aa-
spciation would be beiter served by
delegating two other individuusis to
the N.Z2US.A. Council meeling. The
Presulent is  denying  anyone—not
conly “Salient” —lhe right to expreas
publicly a contrary opinion  on
N.ZU.S.A. matters to that of the
Executive. If every impartial criti-
cisin on Execulive appointments is
Inbelled an “attack” and its with-
drawnl requested by the President,
where Lthen©is our hypothetical and
miglabelied freedam of the press.”
To be “an organ of student opinion”
“Snlient” does not necessarily have
Le be “an organ of Execullve opinion”
or refrain from criticising Executive
affairs.

This brings us lo an important
point whieh had troubled us, for we
could fAnd no precedent for it. The
Preadent made a public statement
defending Lhe Exécutive in jeneral
and two of its members in particular.
However. he neglected either before
he wrote the stalempgnt or after it
waa in the hands of the Editor to
notify the Executive officially of the
actions he had taken on its behalf.
Is it customary for the President to
act as the Execulive's protector
withoul consulting or notifving Che
parties on whose behalf he takes it
upon himself to act? I would have
heen far more politie on his part to
have saubmilted his letler to the other
legally-trained members for a eri-
tical examination; they would have

been able (surely’ to have made
somy¢ improvements in the argu-
mentsa,

Anolther point: the actual voling
figures from the secrel ballot which
chose the delegates are unually kept
seeret.,  Mr., O'Brien, as chairman,
muade the® voting figures public; this
is another serious break from prece-
dent. A socret ballot is a farce if
the President can dJdiszclese voling
figures when he wishes to prove a
poinl, but keep them secret other-
wise, Perhaps it would be advan-
tageous to the Associgtion to have
these figures made public in fulure.

The lst of Miss Hoskin's and Mr.
MeCaw's qualiftications Mr. O'Brien
included in his letler (apparently for
the benefit of the Associntion—we
are well aware of these things) was

© ense by damning us.

PRESIDENT ?

gharming, accurate and completely
superfluous. We never denied these
persons” qualifications in as far as
thoy would be of use to n NZUSA.
delegnte, but that is one of the points
'in guestion; that, and whether the
two delegntes would be able to use
their qualifications to the Associa-
tion's fullest benefit—the operative
wordn are “use’ and “fullest.”

Mr, O'Brien suggestéd that e
justify the charges- of “chicanery
and nepolism’; he has, however, by
the very tone of his letter made that
Imponsible, It we were to justify
these charges we would be drawn in-
evitably into far meore acrid per-
sonalities  than  bofore—and M,
O'Brien hns already shown how he
treate an attempt to eriticise Exccu-
tive members. It would be better in
this case Lo consider our remarks as
merely opinlong based on an intimiate
knowledge of Execulive affairs,

The . Prestdent  considered any
“allegntions™ as “libellous”; unfor-
tunately, he must know that no judge,
jurist or jury would agreo that he
el o esse: therofore we eal that
fie withdraw the word “ilibellous™ ar,
ns he wrote to us, “justify these
charges.”  Such vituperative irreie-
vancies do lhittle towards the clarifi-
cition of the guestion, which we must
both want.

However, in a lamentable exhibi-
tion  of  isrepresentation,  Mr.
O'Brien attempled o conclude his
{This, by the
way, wis Lthe paragraph he had not
the nerve o read lo us personally
over the telephone when he cour-
teously read the beginning.) We were
not “taken for the ride” as he sug-
pested, but attended Inst tournament
in a representative capaeity in the
men's indeoor baskethall team. As
editor of “Salient,” we received no
benefit from the Executive's
ncguiescence to send two USallent”
reporters to tournament. And in any
case, it is no new procedurs to send
reporters Lo tournament, so why the
fusa?

As for the second part (he diin't
even mention—as he did the other—
this part over the telephonel he says:
“As editor of the host Coilege news-
paper . . . took so great an interest
in . . . NZUSA that you did not
bother to attemnd a single session.
. . " and he goes on trinmphantly
“Who's ealling who what 7" That is
atill, tn doubt, Mr, President., But
the President’s triumphant oratory at
the end was & trifle misdirected. I
wag not editer of “Salient” during
that tournament, a faet whivh, In his
excitement, the President forgot te
cheek.  That would have heen one
advantage from referring his leller
to the Executive before its  sub.
mission,

We do not wish_to develop ihe
ramificntions of this remark ex-
ceasively, but as we have previously
notified Mr. XBrien of these com-
menis and have given him permission
to append a brief reply to this, hence
our concern.  He mayv ask why, de-
spite the fact that our Editor had
decided to report Council himsaelf, we
did not sttead because of our pro-
fesaed interesat in N.ZU.S.A. affairs.
Simiply because we were working on
the headquarters’ staff at intermit-
tent intervald, but mainiy because
we had justl finished our freshman
yonr and were not at that time brash
enough to imrude upon the councils
of the gredl: which s, surely, a
rensonable enough fealing.

My reply to Mr. O'Brien's letler
ends here with still much mere to
sai\': e will answer this briefly
below, and further cantributions in
an epistolary form will be welcomed.

—T. H. HILL

PRESIDENT'S ANSWER

1. T did not deny yoyr right to criticise. 1 regarded your “attack” as

EAR SIR—

unfair because of the inferences that eould

drawn from it, and the specific

sllegations as unfair because they were untrue. 1 asked you to withdraw the

allegations. not the “attack.”

2. You have not attempted lo justify the allegations. Your readers can

best judge this issue.

3. True, you did not depy the merits of those selected. but you discussed
the merits of your candidates, said nothing sbout the others, and left your
readers to draw n number of derogatory inferences.

4. Stnce when has the revelation of tolal voling figures destroyved the

of the ballot? Members' voles were and are completely secret from
me or anyone else. It was my duty to get the total figures to see whether
the motion then before the Exec was constitulionally justifiable

5. When I write to Sallent, there is no obligution on me to confer with
other Exec members unless I clzim to be representing their views. I, too,

have a right to criticise,

6. Last August, the Exec agreed to
as part of the Tournament team. The Exec

mguwr stmply because

n Tournament
for the same subsldy.

a new policy of subsldising a roporter
9°:ndad this when you became

resc
you then automatically qualified

* 7. I sincerely npologise for my error in saying that you were Editor last

Eastor. It would have been more correct to call yo
the Exec reporter, why you had not been

Shortly after Easter, T nsked you,

at NZUSA. You did not then say that it was the Editor's

u the de facto editor.
job but merely

replied; “Sallent i8 the judge of what is news.” I fail to see why an HZUiA
meeting held in Wellinglon was not news when one held in Christchureh four

months' later was,
J'al finid,

Youra faithfully,

M. J. O'BRIEN, President

v
1
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S.C.M. CONFERENCE

THE annual Summer Conference of the S.C.M. was held this year

in ideal surroundings

at Christ’s College, Christchurch. About
|one-quarter of the 200-odd students who attended were from Vie-

toria. The Conference centred around the theme of “The Evange-
lisation of the World in this Generation"—the old slogan of the
World's Student Christian Federation.

The Rev. J. M. Bates, with his
admirable combination of profund-
iy and lucidity, gave & Arst rate
gseries of Bible tulorials arvound the
theme of "Mission.” Evening speak-

jers presented us with today's situ-

ation in misaion Acelds 1l home and
abroad. ‘The position in New Zea-
land was dealt with by the Rev. M.
W. Wiison, the Rov, I. H. Kna and
Miss Joan Metge, an  Auckland
S.C.Mer. The last lwo denlt with
the situyation among  the Maori
peopie and the seriousness of the
present socinl and cultural poesition
of the Maoris, particularly in the
South  Auckiand area, was very
keenly felt. It was recognised Lhat
it really was “a lime of crsis and

lopportunity.”

The Asian nnd the Pacific fields
were also  discussed by men who
could give us a first hand picture of
the sort of work a missionary today
actuntly does. These ficlds can no
longer be regarded ak Coversens
mission fields” in the way they were
at the turn of Lhe eentury; they”
are now centres of vigorous and in-
dependent branches of the Christian

!
THE INTERNATIONAL SPIRIT

i Continued from Paye 1)

support; our Duteh friend, Mr. Nic
Pyl followed, then another, and an-
other. Just at the contagious siage
Mr. O'Brien suggested lhat n meet-
ing be held to decide the matter and
it waus left af that.

When one moved amongst  the
students—Il was very easy to make
friends—one wns impressed by the
wide wvariety of human experiences
could tell. A large
number there were whose parents
had fled occupied Europe al the be-
ginning of World War II; now, oo,
there were somo who were ex-patriat-
ed from Communist-controlied sec-
tions of Europe. We spoke on one
hand to o Netherlnnder who spent
years in & German forced labour
eamp, and on the other hand to two
Polish girls whose parents were still
in Russian Poland. We cannot go
inte  porsonul deteils, but in  the
stories of many of these people was
something to make many of us seif-
satisfted students become aware of
the effecte of many of the words
which we bandy around so joosely—
waords  such ns intolerance,  foree,
power, discrimination,  smearing,
Mopt New Zealanders profited from
mixing and cdhversing with the over-
seas studentis and the whole spirit
of the evening was one of unrestrain-
ed oase and friendship, Such it
should be. :

Our report to be cxact and con-
cise would merely have to say that
“the overseas studonts met some
New Zealund students and they talk-
ed and talked, and had supper. This,
however correct, gives a very innde-
quate picture of the spirit of the
meeting. The only way you can get
this in by turning up yourself. Turn
up to the meeting to decide on the

club’'s form and offer your help.

Church, often strongly critieal of
some aspects of the gospel as it
was preached to them by the West-
orn Churches.  Nevertheless, they
atill need men and we gen from the
Western Church to nasist them in
specialised tasks, The links that
we have with these Churches now
must be maintained and strength-
ened. Ancther speaker who excited
conslderable discussion was Dr. D,
O. Williams, of Trinity College, who
fpoke on the heading of “Frontiers
of the Mind and Personality,” treat-
ing evangelisalion from a phycholo-
gical angle. Dr. Williams' direct and
informed approach 1o his subject
stimulated our interest in many of
the most immediate  psychological
problems, andg both formal and in-
formal discussions  carried on for
iong afterwards. :

The apirlt of worship, which per-
vaded the ten davs of the Confer-
ence, went hand in hand with the
spirit of fellowship. Swimming, ten-
nis, cricket, rowing on the Avon,
square and Scottish daneing, squish
and fives, all contributed to the fun
of the Conference, together with,
of course, the selection of Mr. and
Mlzs 8.C.M., the New Year's picnic
and concert on Quail Island, nnd
such things as the decorntion of
the sacrosanct dining hall with the
Conference pyjamas.

Convention—the parliament of lhe
Movement-—met towards the end of
Conference, and among the policy
matters, it deckied upon, was the
solting up of & N.ZSCM. Fellow-
ship for past members of the
Movement. Resolulions  were also
pnased deploring the present stule
of New Zealand's immigration laws
and urging the holding of o Christ-
jan Peuace Conference. The Confer-
ence alse sent a lelter of greeling
to other Christian  movements
throughout the world.

No S.CMer can afford to miss
attending a Conference. The qual-
ity of its worship and fellowship
amd study make something  which
canpot be found anywhere else,

DINNER AND
DRESS SUITS

For Hire

Double and Single-breasted
Dinner Suits 30/-

Capping will soon be here.

Get in early for the double-
breasted suits,

PETER JACKSON
LTD.

(Oppasite G.P.O.)

WRITE FOR

CAPPICADE

ONTHRIBUTORS are urgenily wanted for Cappicade Fiftythree to be pub-
flahed as usunl this Capping day, May B

This yenr the
it would be much
funny, satlric aslves.

no particular theme for cap
tter it everyone was allow

£ mag. The oditora thought
to ba jusi thelr plain, witty,

Anybody who ¢an wrile—or can't for that matier—should immediately face
up to & typewriter (preferably, & guod old pen will do) and bash out something

hilarioun,

simpl
lfy;run don't want! to, or can't write, you may have seen some ambiguous
news headline, sentence, paragraph. Clip or copy It oul, and add n corny com-

ment or two.

But most of nll we want the Big Stories—and guick,
for Cappicade {just you look
an lkely bo published (unloss it's perhaps twice as

Anything iz §ood ono
thing we gel g.” more
low as usual)

too.
back and sedd. Any-

Your efforts ahould be wrillen oo one slde of the paper only, with plenty of

space betwoon lines (double 8
Nhrcal up the opl p::;

dispa
the commonroom letter-rack (male or female, &t

i iypewriting),
teh It wil ; the ubmoat

putude to
¢ out that which does not

always apply) or to the Exec. room addressed to the editors, Capplcade,
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My Six Convicts ...

ST;\NLEY KRAMER. the producer
of such realistic films as “The
Men" and "Home of the Brave,” has
brooght us ancther that could have
been of the same l{pn. but, in fact,
i3 nol. This, I think, from the point
af view of entertainnienl value, i5 o
matter for rejoicing. I am thoroughly
sick of Hollywood's mass production
of “stark paychological dramas,” with
their self-conscious atlempts to paint
0 moral. My Six Convicts” does
sicceed in making us think about
what goos on in a prison, bul only
afler we have laughed at the film's
comody. Perhaps it doesn't go far
enough, perbaps it could have posed
deeper problems. I don't know. Any-
way the producers have decided not
L6 take any risks and have taken the
easy way out. This fim s merely
refreshing  entertalnment, unharmed
by complicated psychology!

The director and nctors play for
lnughs, and they get them. There
are tifes, of course, when they all
gel sericus-minded amd give vs gun-
sheotings amd  punch-fghtings; but
thev are necessary and never really
distraet ua from the comedy. And
there are limes when the fantasy
foes too far, when the camera-work
1% oo fussy and unoblrusive, when
Dimitri Tiomkin's music score is teo
heavy ami over-dramatic. At these
times, I must admit, T was distracted
iand slightly annoyed) butl only to be
won over again by the quality of the
neting. It had to bo good, if those
RiX convicts were 1o be at all con-
vincing. 1 can't mention them ull,
but they were all quite human, with
their mixture of toughness and
fundamentnl simplicity, Punch Pinero
and James T. Connie appealed to me

. the

THREE ENTERTAINMENTS

most, but’ all the performances, in-
cluding the paychologist's, were
equally as competent.

Not o great film as it might have
been if its makers had been more
courageous and less inclined to play
for safety. But "My Six Convicts"
could have been terribly dull.

Grading: ****,

Where’s Charley?...

Who's Charley? With a certain
amount of reluctanceé, I decided to
go along to ihe $t. James to find out.
i was agrecably surprised, for I met
al pleasant young Oxford under-
graduale clowning. singing and danec-
ing his way through a bright, broad
and breezy musical adaptation of the
famous "Charley's Aunt.”

The setting of “Where's Charley 7"
is purposely theatrical, with painted-
aky backdrops, black cardboard clois-
ters and artificial Rowers. The tech-
nicolour is bright and the acting
broad, in the light vaudeville manner.
The songs are catchy and sung with
lest. Naturally, there 18 a love in-
terest but it ia not heavy with
emolional entangloments such as we
usually associate with the Doris Days
and Belly Grables of the more vul-
gar stage of other Hollywood
musicals,

Ray Belger (he was in “The Wizard
of Oz'"y as Charley, i3 to be con-
gratulated on bringing a amile (o
face of a sour, often narrow-
minded critic, who could have gone
to town on the fact that “Where's
Charley 7" violates almost every rule
of cinematic art. His charm and
viggour, dancing skill and ability at
mimicry made me forgat all that,

Grading: ***(*).

o

Highly Dangerous...

“Highly Dangerous” is highly en-
tertaining; and for the most part
well made, FEric Ambler wrote the
seript and it is to him that we must
give moat of the credit. Caahing in
on the current talk of germ are,
he gives us a slory of a female
sclentist  who, in spite of a
siniater chief of palice, obthins

ANOTHER CRITIC ANSWERS

EAR Mr. Editor,—I should

like to expreds my satisfac-
tion with your film critic's
appreciation of Chaplin’s film
“Limelight,” An enormous
amount could be written about
this film in which nearly every
incident has its particular signi-
ficance and beauty.

One of Mr. Hich's remarks, how-
ever, may be misunderstosd.  Al-
though it may be "easler to under-
stand ‘Limelight’ . . . . when it is
analysed in its relation to Chaplin's
total work,” and while it is certainly
true that a knowledge of his life
and experiences as a flm-maker ndd
to “Limelight's” interest, it would be
unfortunate to suggest that the
flm is not self-contalned, and fully
intelligible in itself. I wonder how
many people after scaing and belng
disappeinted with a flm which has
been hly recommended by critics,
ther L sak thempelves whether
their disappointment arises from
. some deficiency in their mental or
cultural education, have  ex#lsed
themselves with the plea of ignor-
ance of film history, and especially of
technical matters, which critics so
often make so much of in talking of
films, as though place In historical
development, and photographic
science, ele., were at the very foun-
dation of the worth of a film. Many
potential supporters of the film art
must be frightened off by the aver-
dge critic's fondness for terms such
a4 puminﬁ track shotl, wipe, and
fadé. Similarly H is a mistake to
say that adequate enjoyment of o
film depends on hnowledge of the
director's work, of the deve-
lopment of camera movement,.or of
experiments in editing, equally, that
a film is great because it marks a
considerable advance in some tech-

1 sypect of Olm-making. How
to account for the reputa-

, for example, of *“The Last
* All this "is

sake, metely to be arty, but a3 aids
to saying what the artist wants to
say. Chaplin gives hia tools their
due importance, but hia interpreta-
tion of life and human nature is the
core of hia work.

In the latest issue of "Sight and
Sound"” a splendid informed appre-
ciation of “Limelight” by Gavin Lam-
bert appears. The e itself
plumps for "Limelight” ns the film
of the wyear. So it secems that
“Limelight” will not be everywhere
“misunderstood and underrated.” Yt
it is true that many people who look
down on the cinema will miss the
-opportunity of seelng a film which
could alter their views about “the
seventh art.,” Among them will be
some of the culturnl leaders of the
community. The  motion picturs
needs wider acceplance among such
people whose opinions have some
influence. They will be allracted
to the cinema and persunded to sco
the few good flims that come Lo Wel-
lington each year, mpst auccessfully
by satressing that Lthe best the
cinema has to offer is as {s the best of
all art, concorned with the geat
realities and problems of life.

What follows is addressed to Lhose
diehards who peraist in viewing the
cinema with suspicion and disfavour,
if you walk into the Public Library
and plck up a book of which both the
name and author are unknown, your
chances of having a great book, even
a good book, in your hand are very
remote. Yebt that is what many of
you persist in doing in ‘your choice
of fitms. You go to a film knowing
nothing of the director, scripl-writer
or theme-—and you come out of the
theatre saying what a dull, childish,
trivinl, mercenary thing the motion
picture {z. You pass by fllms like
“Bicycle Thieves,” “The Long Voy-
age Home" —"Limelight.”" You
don't know what pleasire you are
missing. . But you have your chance.

~Mr. Rich can be relied on not to
miss important. You do not
have to share his views; merely go
and see and form your own opiniona
gbout the films he marks with *****
and even ****#(*) (except "“The Sound
Barrier'). You may make an ex-
citing discowvery.

—R. J. EDWARDS.

some specimens of a very special
basteria which a ruthless pow:;
is preparing to use as a weapon

war, That in a few wordn is the plot.
Is it corny, is It conventional? I
think most of us would “Yer"
and Eric Ambler realises this. With
a clever twist, he turns his 4im into a
satife, a parody of the type of film
it could have been. The young heroine
has a habit of listening to radio
serinls ("Will Conway bo Saved?”
*Tune in next week!”) and, in the
course of her secrot mission, begins
te have the same illusions ns the
serinls’ heroes. “Rusty, we must got

. depends on ua?”
50 ¢ prepares a most fantastic
plan and, of courae, Is successful. An

ingenious script from a clever writer,
but if the film I8 not entirely success.
ful it is because it sometimes forgetsa
that it iz being satirical. It is often

in danger of taking itself too
seriously.
Margaret Lockwood and Dane

Clark are adequate as the aingle-
minded heroine and the “humorous”
(of the “dry” wvariety) hero, while

the chief of police, Marius Goring
{"Rumour has it that that chap had
a mother”) obviously knows his rudio
and screen villains bac The
director, Roy Baker, also
part well, in spite of his use of such
a trick as the camera slowly
ing the whole length of & man's v
0 to reveal that, after all, he ia
merely holding a revolver. But he
did save the humour of the last
sequence from straining to breaking
point,

"Highly Duangerous"” ls superficlal,
but il did to entertain me.
And za I was sitting in the second-
to-front row, that is indeed praise.

Grading: ***("}.

The DevilMakes
Three ...

nnd the peor script, fanlastic plot
amnd  non-compensating  direction,
makes six.

On the credit side, the use made
of the war-torn c¢ity and the moun-
tnin scenery, Pler Angeli (only be-
cause of her looks) and Gene Kelly
foniy hecause of his charm),

Grading: ** (*).

e
Crar

WE were chatting to K.M. “Woof™
Adams the other day. “Woof"
who hns a first class honours degreo
in mathematics, was remarking how
hard it was for people in the arls
to find joba outside of teaching. It
seemed to us that quite a number
of prominent graduates are waiting
around “for something to tum up.”
Colin Gordon, whose physics thesis is
now being marked, is earning beer
money on the wharves and by teach-
ing at Tech. on Saturday momings.
“Woof" Adams, who ias you wilt re-
memberd was the Retuming Officer
for the last elections, is intending
to take radiophysics to qualify for

the physics honours course.

The Army mob has returned from
CMT. We notleed Eric Ofner, who
was stationed at Fort Dorsel; "Woof”
Adams, who was 8 Don-R (dispatch-
rider to the ignorant); Eric Bloom
ficld; and Dave Somerset, who is
being talked of as the next Soc.
Club  secretary. Harland is
still  doing the officer’s training
course, as is Bill Loewenthal, the
Taita and Hutt Valley crickeler.

L

We record with pleasure the birth
of & son to L. B. “Pip" Piper, and
Tilly Piper (nee Dewar}—all three
are reported to be well

Mr. F. L. Curtin, wha is doing
honours in law, also terminited his
official connection with the Debaling
Society. It is whispered that he
might he leaving Wellington some

Ahin year. It scems that the
rts of the Charter Club are
quickly glrifting nway.

' A fair voung maiden has remnark-
ed to:sus that “Caf Chafl™ is very
conventional.  This same young
maiden does not realise the strife
which would be lel loose tn varsity
social circles If we wore encouraged
te become less conventional and per-
haps more personal.

L] - L

A young man was recently granted
a commission in the R.AF,

A young ludy was recently seen
knitting a parachute of Air Foree
blue in English II. What does it
all mean Judy?

- - L

We wish to amend our statement
in ' the last issue crediting. John
Wright with seven years here. This
in fifth, and appears to be his
nat he intends to sail to UL.S.A.
towards the end of the year where
his plan is to work.

Jim Hogg sailed for England last
Wednesday; on the whart to farewell
him were (am 8 crowd)
Miss Audrey Da Horsley,

and Maurvice O'Brien. Jim la to go
to Americz after the Coronation to
study Inw at the Harvard University
Law School which is one of the best
in the world.

In view of the recent publicity
given to the caleteria call-girl system
in America it has been suggested by
some home-sick Fulbright students
Ihﬂ.t. - - .

J. 1. Milburn

The end of n great ern in debat-
ing occurreéd on Friday night when
Jim Milburn declined office in the
Debating Club.  During his eleven
years' association wilh the club, Jim
had held every position en the com-
mittee, had won nearly every major
debating prize, and had been a mem-
ber of the teams which defeated the
Australian’s in 1948 and the Ameri-
cang in 1952, A vole of apprecin-
tion was moved by another promin-
ent debating figure, the President of
V.UCS.A, Mr. M, J. OBrien, and
carried by acclamation,

WRITE FOR
CAPPICADE

Pour out your wit and satire for
Cappicade this year. We are crying
out for contributors {can't vou hear
us?). We want it quick. So wrile
out that story, limerick, ete., and put
it in the commonroom leller-rack of
Exec. reom addreased, "The Editors,
Cappicade.”

Buy your

“"SALIENT"

Subscription
and save money

ONLY 5/-
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By Bl Galvint

Boxing . ..

Boxing Club this year
* has in training one of the
largest teams on record. Elim-
inations, both internal and
against Massey will have to be
fought before the final team is
chosen and some good contests
are forseen,

In the heavyweight divislon we
have a somewhat dubious starter in
Neil Henderson. 1f, however, he does
represent Vie. at Easter Tournamont
he will certainly give n good account
of himself.

Bruce Carran,
Brujger,” and lan Fairdurn are the
Vic. contestants for the light-heavy-
weight position in the team. Both
are rs of a good reach and
hard-hitting ability.

The middleweight division will be
contested by "Gentleman” Jim Stir-
ling and Pagoa Ripley. Bolh are
training hard and it should be a good
contest to decide who will take final
place in the team. The best of these
two, however, wiil have to meet a
Mousey contender,

“the Brook

Qur light middleweight is al pre-
sent Jim Hutchison, known In fistic
cireled as “the Wadestown Wildcat.”
Al Lthe moment, by =ome Stroke of
Juck, he is still on his feet, but he
too will have to meet 3 man from
Massey.

The welterweight place ia being
keenly contested by Peter Williams,
“Mad" Mike Mayman and Paul Cul-
linane. Peter and Mike are both #it
and shap well, while Paul, though
flaking periodically, is coming along
nicely,

“Terrible” Ted Thomas will prob-
ably represent ua in the light welter
division and, on present form. should
be able to hang several scalps on his
belt. He will have to meet a Massey
boxer in an elimination.

Pelor Chatwin or Colin McMahon
will #ll the lightweight berth in a
weight which is also being challenged
by Massey. Both are fast on their
feet and Peler, in particular, has a
Rood left.

The featherweight representative
will be “Battliag” Barry Dunn who,
if he were fit, could go quite a way.

Looking at it broadiy, Vicloria,
though lacking in individunl stars of
the Bob Street calibre, has a team
solid énough to win the Shield for
the seconil year in succession.

TOURNAMENT FAREWELL
DANCE

V.C's team for.this year's Easter

* Tournament Jeaves on  Wed-
nesday the 1st of April. This year,
for the first time the ‘Tournament
with Exec, delegates’ approval are
sponsoring a farewell danee for the
team on Tuesday, March 31, after
the ticket hand-out.

Freshers Welcome and Freshors
Ball have both been o great success
and Tourmament Faréwell bodes to
be another social highlight.

Particulars are:—

?' It will Be held in that palatiol
night Club—the Upper Gym.

a.n? Gay decorations, shaded Hghls,

the near proximity of  the
Woontones will provide a romantic
setiing.

5.C.M. :
Sunday Service
LITTLE THEATRE

*
March 29, 4 p.m.
L
ALL WELCOME

Preacher: Rav. J. S. Somerville,
M.C., M.A,

TEA TO' FOLLOW

"SALIENT"

raquires your

tf you ara interested in learning somathing

abou! journalism, printing or marely who's

who in the College, be at the Staff Meet-
ing on

Monday, March 30th

AT § O'CLOCK IN SALIENT ROOM

All Welcome {Supper ! 1 1)

@ The Senior Tournament Delegate
has been given £21 by the Exee. to
splash on arrangements so be along
and gel your moneys worth,

@ That scintillating pianist Garth
Young, jazzy drummer John Buch-
anan and Man Tucker with  his
clarinet will be on the ball.

@ The Exec. will bo there in force
to enjoy the fun and the President
will be asked to say n few words of
exhortation and praise.

@& The boys and girls with the big
muscles will be there so come along
and see young Venus and Adonis.

® WeirgHouse will be anlong en
bloc 1o study form.

#® This will be an excellent op-
portunity to further that cemelery
acquaintance, boys,

@ Girls, make yourselves so at-
traclive that he won't be able to
resist you.

@ A bang-on savoury supper will
e provided with Coca Cola on lap.

@ 1t will end when the last per-
son leaves

@ The theme Ltune will be "You
can't be fit as o Gddle when you're
tight as a drum.”

_Po Dl Chlt“'llt-

A MESSAGE TO THE
TOURNAMENT TEAM

'OU have boen chosen as the best this University can put into_the
field in the eight sports constituting Tournament competition.
Yours is not an easy lot for you have behind you the disappoint-
ments of the many immediately past years when Victoria has steadily
won the wooden spoon and last year shared it with Canterbury. Yet
the difference between victory and defeat is not great. In 1962 O.U.
won with 30 points, WU.C. was third equal with 22 points. A win then
in only one more sport could have turned the tables.

It is up to you to ensure that you are at tha,peak of physical fit-
ness and that you have practised sufficiontly to'Tulfil your part well.
Fitness and practice will carry chose fought competitions. Every point
and fraction of a point counts for the Shield we have missed from the
glass showcase in our foyer since 1938, We appear to have excellent
teams this year in Boxing, Cricket, Shooting and Tennis and the other

teams are good, too,

The other side of Tournament—the social side is vital too. It is
one of the few opporiunities you will have to mix and fraternise with

students of the o
the

Universities and discuss ev
Don't be afraid to join in. Go to the Hops, on 4
icnic—be at the Ball and don't place too much siress on the

hing under the sun.
scenic drive or to

Drinking Horn. Remember too the Aussies will be there.

Above all give your billeters a fair deal. Make suro you work in
with them and offer fo take them to one or two of the sporting events.
Don't forget to tell them when you will be home for meals and don't
arrive at 8 a.m., every morning after the dances.

Good luck!

P. D. CHATWIN,
Senior Tournament Delegate.

INTER-FAC SWIMMING
SPORTS

o"

Thursday, March 19, the inter-faculty swimming sports were
held. These sports are the first to be held for several years,

It is rumoured the last time was in 1948. Anyway the inter-
faculty sports have been successfully revived.

A large crowd arrived at 8 o'clock
ready Lo start punctually i 7) at 8.30.
There were enongh entrants in each
racé Lo make it necessary for several
heats in the freeslyle and breast-
stroke ovent.

The night was cold but the tepid
waler of the Thorndon haths caused
the competitors no hardahip.

The Massey College compelitors,
Keir, McKenzie, Guay Simpson and
Mary McWhannell are to be con-
gralulated for coming so far to take
part in the sporis

Controlling  and organising  the
sports were Pip Piper and Dick Sid-
dells. Ofigiating at the sporis also
were Professor Walson-Munre {(club
president and timekeepery, Mr. N.
H. Gorrie {vice-president and start-
e¢r), Mr. B, Hutchinson (judge), and
Mr. Landreth (timekeeper).

The tentative tournament leam
which emerged from Lhese sports is
as  follows: Women, caplained by
Misa Isabel Corkill (freestyle 1G0yda),
Beverley English (dive and back-
stroke), Beverley Watking ifreestyle
and medley), Susan Baird (bacok-
stroke), Gay  Simpson, Masscy,
{backstroke and mediey),-and Mary
MeWhannell {50 freestyle and 100
breaststroke), Massey.

Men: Captained by Dick Siddels
astsiroke, polo}, Ryalls (dive and
edleyi, Dowse (breaststroke, polol,
clherson tfrecatyle),  Ramson

{ roke, (reestyle, polo), Steiner
ialready n{ O} {freestyle, polo),
McPharlane {backstroke, polo), Tan-

sey ifreestyle), Fraser (polo). The
selection committee regrets that be-
cavse of clrcumstances L, ¢ Harlen
cannol  represent V.UL.C. at  the
tournnment. L, C, Harlen won the
heat and final of the 100 freestyle
in very fast lime. He would have
been un asset to the team,

The individeal placings in the events
were an follows e

Waomens Givds [veestyle: J. Comrle 1,
47 1-3xec: J. Thorpe 2: 1. Corkill 3.
Women's 33 1-3vds  breastroke: 1.
Camrie 1, 27 4-3scc: 5. Blath 2; M.
AMeWhanneil 3

Women's 33 i-dvds Backutroke: J.
Thorpe 1. 30wee; 1L Engiish 2; G Simp-
w0 tMazzesy 3.

Women's 3 1-3vda freeatyvle: J. Com-
:Ijle :’.l.' N 3-Buee; J. Thorpe 2: L Corke
Women's dive: Comric 1: Engliah 2:
Thorpe 3.

Weomen's polo: V.UL.C. v Wellington
Wamen: V.UC. 3 Wellington 3
‘Men'a 100 freestyvie: Marlen (L.C.3 1,
Gisee; Cameron (L.C) 2, Tansey (5) 3.
Men's 100 breastroke: Dowse 8} 1,
79 3-Smec; Smith Ty 2, Siddells 3.
Men'n 106 medley: Piper (S) ), S0
J-dsecy Cameran (L.CY 2, Dowse (O 3,
Men's 33 1-3 backstroke: Ramson
TAL 1, 11 4-bsee, Weir (Masney) 2, Me.
farkane 3.

Men's 32 13 freestyle: Tansey (8) 31,
17 1-Brec, MePherson (Ad 2, Cameron

and Chisholm Jrd equal -
Men's dive: Murphy 1, McCann 2,
Piper 3 »

Men's polo: Secience v Arts,  Law,
Commerce i8) 30ALCH 3.

—JAMES HANNAN,
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Candid Comera Work o Specialty.

MEN'S COMMON ROOM

SIR.-—-Might I suggest that the
Exec. go down to a shooling
gallery in the city and bring back
aome of those fascinating plaster
animals to decorate the men's coni-
m‘inda'::m?t imagine what the

no what new
furniture will be like though the
repainting promises something
special. Having put down the wild
acsthetes on his Exec. Mr. O'Brien
has redecerated In the most decorous
manner with cream ce and walls,
very a-septic, a particularly nasty
caramel skirting board. red lino
which 15 in facl rather effective,

I gather, greea (why?) curtains
choose such a banal combina-
tion? TUnless of course, they are

Mr. O'Brien's racing colours.
PATRICHE HUTCHINGS.
Published for the Vietorla Univeralty
prin b

Students’ Aassoclation and tod
Standard Pug, Ma Marion HIME
eliington.
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