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University Under Fire:—Premier Fired






On the 24th April the Queensland Central Executive of the Australian Labour Party voted to expel the Premier of Queensland, Mr. Gair, from the Party. The result is a deep split in the State Party and the possibility of a non-labour government for the first time in 25 years after the election which this action has forced.



The ostensible reason for this apparent self-wrecking by the State A.L.P. was that the Government had failed to carry out a Conference decision that legislation should be passed enforcing three weeks' annual leave for workers. But there is obviously more to the crisis than that.



And the move is closely related to two recent and highly controversial Bills: the Petrol Bill and University Acts Amendment Bill. This latter has received little attention in New Zealand and yet it is of a most extraordinary nature. We would not be surprised to meet it in South Africa or some totalitarian country, but in a firmly established democracy and our nearest neghbour it is a blow to all those who do net realise how slimly even we hang on to democracy. Shoulder to shoulder staff and students have shown a solid front against this Act. Certain features of it are desirable, but the setting up of an Appeals Board is a direct attack on academic freedom. Rumour goes that the Board is the result of a disgruntled friend of the Premier's failing to obtain a chair.


The conservative Sydney Morning Herald on April 4 editorialised: "In one important respect the University of Queensland will soon be unique among the universities of the British Commonwealth. It will lack unfettered discretion to appoint or promote its own staff. This dubious and unwanted distinction is conferred upon it by the Queensland Government's University Acts Amendment Bill, which has now passed through all stages and requires only royal assent (since granted but the Act is still unproclaimed).


The Bill provides for a three-man appeal board presided oyer by a Government-appointed chairman, the other two members representing the Senate and the appellant (and therefore, in practice, cancelling each other out). Its decision will be final in all University of Queensland will be dealt appeals against appointments, promotions, and punishments. . . . The a damaging blow by the loss of its right to self-government—a right which is, or should be, basic to any university worthy of the name.


No convincing reason for the introduction of the Bill emerged from the debate. It was not explained why a Government-appointed chairman's decision would be preferable to that of the University Senate whose 27 members, oddly enough, include 14 Government nominees. The Premier, Mr. Gair, was vague and evasive . . . (he seems to be) singularly ignorant of the functions of a university."


The university acted rapidly against this outrage. The Staff Association issued a long statement to Semper Floreat, the students' paper, in which they say: "The existence of such a Board of Appeal is a direct threat to the Academic independence of the University" and pointed out that they had never requested or desired such a Board. "It is certain that the existence of such a Board will affect the quality of the University's staff by discouraging scholars of high quality from overseas to apply. (The Association) knows that in the knowledge that their confidential reports on candidates will probably be made public, in the event of an appeal referees will be inclined not to display the frankness which is essential for a proper assessment of the relative merits of applicants." On behalf of the 30,000 students of Australia, the President of N.U.A.U.S., Mr. Thomas, stated that the setting up of the board is an infringement of University autonomy—autonomy which is essential for the proper discharge of a University's duties.


On April 6 300 students, armed with petition forms, and a pamphlet giving a concise statement of the University's case, solicited signatures in over about a quarter of Brisbane. The result was most impressive: 32,000 signatures. On April 8, 2,500 people turned out to hear an imposing gallery of speakers put the University's case in the City Hall. Representatives from other Universities attacked the measure, and details were given of telegraphic support received from these universities. A motion of disapproval of the objectionable clauses was passed with only one dissent.




[image: "Take your little bill and go!"]
"Take your little bill and go!"




Deputations waited on the Premier and the Minister for Education, the Liberal and Country Parties (the tion), they approached the Press and the radio.







And the Result?


Since Mr. Gair sided with the Right Wing at the A.L.P. Conference in Hobart two years ago, the militants in the Queensland Party have been after his head. Recently Mr. Gair and Caucus defied a renewed L.P. directive that he legislate to give State employees three weeks' annual leave. Then there came the Petrol and University Bills: the central executive complained that they had not been consulted, and the President, Mr. Bukowski said, that the whole Labour movement would have to bear some stigma from the two Bills. The Loft Wing of the party joined with such unusual fellows as the Sydney Morning Herald in their opposition to the Bills. Eventually Mr. Gair was expelled and formed his own party of over half the Labour members in the Legislative Assembly. Elections will he forced when Parliament meets, and the Gair Party is almost certain to face extinction. (Mr. Gair's own seat will be in jeopardy.) One would sympathise more with his valiant attempts to withstand outside pressure if he had not shown blatant ignorance and prejudice against the basic concepts of a University; if there were not such unpleasant stories of the boundaries being so rigged that a united Labour Party could not be defeated; if there were not ugly rumours about the Premier receiving or being offered money from outside vested interests; if his former associates, including his second in command had not premised as their first step if they gain office to investigate stories of malpractice, etc.


To a certain degree it seems likely that the determined and almost unanimous actions of the University, with unprecedented staff-student co-operation, and widespread public appeal, helped bring down a Government that few will mourn.


—G.A.W.




"Last week, we were a proud University.



"This week, because of the whim of ignorant and scared politicians, because of the mute inadequacy of back-benchers, because of ambitious nepotism, because of fear, because of jealousy, we are apparently doomed, doomed to an intellectual concentration camp.



"In one day a party of fools cut us off from a tradition of more than eight centuries.


"
Our only comfort is that in time we are not the first to be burnt on the altar of a government's bigotry; and where others have survived to triumph, we will survive." ("
Hadrian" in the 28th March issue of Semper Floreat, U.Q. Students' Union newspaper.)
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To a certain degree it seems likely that the determined and almost unanimous actions of the University, with unprecedented staff-student co-operation, and widespread public appeal, helped bring down a Government that few will mourn.
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"In one day a party of fools cut us off from a tradition of more than eight centuries.


"
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Storm Over the Tasman






"At the International Students Conference at Ceylon last year, Australian and New Zealand delegates, although usually cooperating, on this occasion strongly disagreed on a major issue"


"Salient", 4/3/57.



The differences between us and our nearest neighbours were fully aired at the Easter N.Z.U.S.A. Council meeting. The presence of Mr. Thomas of Australia (there on a different mission, see elsewhere) was used to clear this matter up.



It would appear the major trouble was that Australia had the impression that N.Z.U.S.A. was a fairly reactionary body in its relations with Asian and African countries. Although Mr. Thomas declared that, after hearing the views of N.Z. students as presented at the Council, he was sure that basically our views are the same and N.Z.U.S.A. is reasonably liberal. Salient felt that there is no smoke . . . etc., and suspected that the delegation, led be Mr. Boag of A.U.C., was unnecessarily narrowminded.


There had been a gentlemen's agreement that Australia and New Zealand would not stand against each other for posts; early in the conference, although it was known that the Aussies keenly wanted to get on a minor committee, N.Z. opposed them. When 
[
unclear: the major] committee came up the Supervision Committee, N.Z. felt that it was our turn to stand. Australia, however, did not want to be associated with our narrow-minded approach, and furthermore realised as the voting showed, that they had a better chance of being elected.


Accordingly, to our grievance, they also stood, and neither were elected.


The main two issues specially raised, were Algerian complaints, and attempts to get on the Supervision Committee. N.Z. took the view that Algerian complaints at attacks on University freedom, and discrimination against natives, lacked sufficient documentation. Australia maintained that full evidence was available, in a document earlier circulated, in press reports, in French admissions. In the vote, as on all occasions where there was A.N.Z disagreement. New Zealand voted with the European blec.







V.U.C. Gives Lead


It is to be hoped that in future N.Z.U.S.A. will take a more generous line of approach towards the genuine grievances of oppressed countries, as the result of a major policy suggestion made at length by our able delegation.


V.U.C.S.A. maintained that too much time at Council was taken on International Affairs in relation to local problems, especially since delegates did not appear, to be as well briefed on these issues as would be necessary for constructive comments. First responsibility should be to the students in New Zealand. Only when N.Z.U.S.A. have exhausted all such matters as bursaries, and education, should it turn to overseas material. And even here it should strictly keep to its present field of S.E. Asia. It would, therefore, be 
[
unclear: urise] to attempt to get on the Supervisory Committee, which would only dissipate its attention, and particularly since Australia seems better fitted for the job. (This was subsequently agreed to by the Council.) V.U.C.S.A. felt that our overseas policy should mainly be concerned with increasing contacts and giving technical and material assistance.


The Council further passed a V.U.C. motion that: "New Zealand delegates to the I.S.C. should take every step to encourage support in all quarters for a reasonably liberal and consistent interpretation of the Principles of Cooperation". This motion appeared to especially relate to the Principle:


"That problems involving fundamental human rights and concerning education, .student need . . etc., shall be considered only if adequate documentation is made available . . ."




V.U.C.'s statements made a good impression and doubtless will be further developed at the next Council meeting.


G.A.W.
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V.U.C.S.A. maintained that too much time at Council was taken on International Affairs in relation to local problems, especially since delegates did not appear, to be as well briefed on these issues as would be necessary for constructive comments. First responsibility should be to the students in New Zealand. Only when N.Z.U.S.A. have exhausted all such matters as bursaries, and education, should it turn to overseas material. And even here it should strictly keep to its present field of S.E. Asia. It would, therefore, be 
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unclear: urise] to attempt to get on the Supervisory Committee, which would only dissipate its attention, and particularly since Australia seems better fitted for the job. (This was subsequently agreed to by the Council.) V.U.C.S.A. felt that our overseas policy should mainly be concerned with increasing contacts and giving technical and material assistance.
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V.U.C.'s statements made a good impression and doubtless will be further developed at the next Council meeting.
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Down the Lavatory!



"
[
unclear: Obsenity] can be found in any book except the telephone directory." Otago Capping May, 1957.



Once again "Man" devotees will have snapped up "Cappicade." and gloated at Procesh and Extrav. and probably once more the Association will have made financial benefit from its mag, and show of smutty reputes (though it is not always 100 per cent, justified). Hut does this make it worth while? Must we delight the dirty old men in town, and disgust the ordinary citizen for a little fun, and a few soiled pounds? A lot of work went into these Capping functions, and to a certain extent a very good job was done. Our reputation was maintained and upheld. It is time, however, to consider whether the reputation is one we can be proud of, and whether the hard work is justified. We maintain that Universities can never avoid all sex and grime. Growing up is painful, to many too much of an effort. All communities have black sheep: men and women facing adulthood in particular must have a large share. But it is one thing to recognise the inevitability of this, however regreatfully—quite another to encourage and glory in it. How many young Freshers arrive with the impression that students enjoy special license to drink, commit vandalism, and to indulge in sex? Do we not foster this, intentionally or not? if we had dearly shown officially that this is equally reprehensible within the University as without, then it is likely that the stupidity on the cable-car would not have occurred. There is far too ready an acceptance of the idea that we must drink till we roll on the floor, that in public we must revel in filth, that in the dark we must make love—to someone.


The situation is not helped by the Association officially producing "Cappicade" and running Procesh, with the only proviso that nothing must be so far over the odds as to risk prosecution.


It is up to the Association to set the tone of the College to the best of their ability: through strictly vetting their official functions and stating regularly and unequivocally that in our actions we must be judged as ordinary (of rather better than ordinary) members of the community. Even students should have some moral codes—and strict ones. We can enjoy ourselves, we can have proceshes and "Cappicades"—but let's break this tradition and remember that the most amusing productions are by no means necessarily smutty. Perhaps if "Cappicade" took "Punch" and the "New Yorker" as its model it would not make such a profit, but it would be of a higher level and a level which we believe should and can be our natural one. It might also find that there are more contributors who can be witty than who can be sexy (for publication) and puerile. This is not an attack on this year's organisors, for on the whole, they have produced efforts of reasonable standard: in the same odd and worthless tradition. It is up to us, theoretically the rules of our own association, to see that the whole tradition is changed, and that we allow the better elements in our student community to set the standard.—
Sal.
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We (Still) Apologise




We (Still) Apologise


For a larger than usual crop of misprints and misplaced lines in our List issue—due to the strain on the editorial and printing stall of bringing out two issues a week apart, in particular:


	—The article on the H-bomb at the top of the front page which lapsed into verse (with lines horribly hustled) was 
Not lifted from Hymns A. & M. at all, but contributed by B. G. Giogan, who assures us it was quite original.

	—The two paragraphs about the Student Press Council which got into the introduction to B.A.H.'s review of the first Rugby XV really had (as you may have suspected) no right to be there. They belong to quite a different article which is published in full this issue.

	—The three lines on P. 6 under the heading "Capping Comment" really belonged at the beginning of the article "Procesh on Friday" on P. 1, and were intended to bridge the gap in readers' minds between Hbomb tests and capping festivities.

	—Two of the quotations from Fairbum which appeared as continuous prose were in fact verse, and should have been differently lineated.

	—The caption to the photograph on P. 5 suggested that the final of the 880 yards at Tournament had taken place on May 8. This is not so. It all resulted from the fact that a caption attached to the block by the Otago Daily Times (to whom we are indebted for both our Tournament illustrations) was mistakenly copied verbatim without mutandis being mutatis, so to speak.
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God Defend New Zealand




God Defend New Zealand




For Fear of Little Men . . .


". . . in all British communities Party members are deceptively small. What must be taken into the reckoning is the behind-the-scenes plotting and scheming under foreign orders."


—Editorial in "Dominion," 29/4/57.






Fancy That!


"Q.C.s on Opposing Sides in Big Mining Case Differ."


—Headline in "Dominion," 1/5/57.






Fall-Out.


"The dropping of the first British hydrogen bomb in the Christmas Island tests yesterday came as a 'complete bombshell' to the Prime Minister, Mr. Holland. ...


"'Of course, I'm not complaining,' said Mr. Holland. . . .


"The suddenness of the tests even spoiled a nation-wide broadcast Mr. Holland was to have made to the people of New Zealand to discuss the tests.


"'I had prepared at very considerable effort to talk to the people about these tests, said the Prime Minister. . . .


"'Now the need for the broadcast no longer exists. I had gone to a great deal of pains over the broadcast'."


—"Dominion," 17/5/57.






Single ?


Single furn, room, convs., telephone, lady.


—Ad. in "Evening Post," 18/5/57.







Worth Preserving


"One of these evenings, when you've got a bit of time on your hands, take a took round the house. We don't doubt you'll find all the essentials, most of the comforts and some of the luxuries which really make life worth while . . . Almost everything which contributes to your present comfort adn standard of living had to be imported . . . New Zealand 
Must have ships. And not just 
Ships . . . There must a regular and dependable 
Service or ships . . That is the service which is yours today. It did not come by chance . . . Co-operation between Shippers and Shipowners alike . . . is the foundation of New Zealand's link with the outside world . . . You have . . . the direct result . . . your standard of living, among the highest in the world . . . and that indeed, is worth preserving.—Issued in the interests of mutual understanding by N.Z. 
Overseas Shipping Lines, Shaw. Savill & Albion Co. Ltd., The N.Z. Shipping Co. Ltd. Port Line Ltd., Blue Star Line Ltd."—Advert in "N.Z. Listener", 3rd May, 1957.







Lost:


"Lost: Hedge clippers, sentimenta value, 28 Delhi Crescent. Finder, Please return."


"Lost: Earirng, marcosite, on No 11 tram last Friday, Also lemon flower earring between Island Bay and Thorndon same day. Tel. 84-191"


Ads. in "Evening Post", 30 April 1957.
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Dear Salient





Dear Salient




Quite Right Sir!


Re "Rightwing's" letter, "Salient," May 9, 1957, second paragraph, what in hell is a "right-minded" student?


Does anyone know? (or care?)


Anyone who discovers one may secure nomination as "
Man of the Year" by immediately advising the Zoology Department.


One further point, by all means let us have the rule that "University students . . . keep their infantile cerebrations to themselves" for it is imperative that "Rightwing's" last letter should be "Rightwing's" last letter.


A boat ticket to China (single, first class) is enclosed.


—
J. T. Devine.






Where is Truth?


Your front-page article on the New Zealand press was very good as far as it went. But, to paraphrase jesting Pilate. "Where is 'Truth'?" It has a larger circulation than any other journal in the country, is twice is salacious as the "Standard," and does occasionally "break through" with some muckraking scoop—as, for example, the Compton affair. Yet you did not oven mention it. Also the "Listener" surely deserved some comment-even though Fairburn's unmistakable description in your subsequent issue may be the last word.


—W.McL.



("Truth" really needs a whole article ail to itself. The "Listener" is a real freak—a State-run journal whose editorials (if you can read—for understand—them) often criticise Government policy. But 
[
unclear: st] in the end, "What a dreadful . . . etc."—
Editor).







Unassailable


Congratulations on your fine article—"The Paper Curtain.' Let there be more sociological articles of this nature. Your main point stressing the uniformity and conservative political bias of the New Zealand Press is, in my opinion, completely unassailable


—
Brian Bell.






Mr. Holland's Team


I am glad that the Minister of Education in his recent letter to the Stud Ass. revealed such depth of understanding and knowledge of student affairs. Truly, wo can be confident in the capacities of a Minister who sees our prospectivo Student Union building as a refuge between lectures and nothing more.


To quote: "I have often wondered what students at Victoria College did during the period they had to wait between lectures." He sees the building as an answer to this query.


If Mr. Holland could claim tas indeed he did) that Mr. Corbett's 
[
unclear: qal] 
[
unclear: ions] to be Minister of 
[
unclear: Mi] Affair lay in the fact that he had been to school with Maoris, could he not also !aim that Mr. Algie's qualifications to be Minister of Education lie in the fact that he went to school ?


—
A. C. Walsh.






More Phones Wanted


For some time past, the facilities for students have become increasingly more inadequate—for the most part as a result of the terrific increase in the number of new students s each year. The new Student Union Building will do much to remove this congestion; in the meantime, however, there are a few improvements which could be made to remedy and eliminate this. I am referring to the number of telephones which are available for students to use in the College buildings. At the moment there are only two in the main block of the College, and an extension over to the gym. They are both heavily overloaded. As yet there is no telephone for the use of students in the Biology block or Prefab. Training College and Little Theatre blocks—in fact very few telephones in that upper part of the College at all. In cases of emergency and for the convenience of the inhabitants of that part of the College might I suggest that the question of installing at least two be investigated either by the College Council or by the Students' Exec.—subject to the granting of permit from the Post & Telegraph Dept.?


—Pro Bono.






Breeding Ground ?


The role of self-appointed moral critic is seldom a happy one, especially in fields that are, to a certain extent, matters of taste. Nevertheless, I wonder if I am alone in thinking that the sexual element in the last Procession was considerably overdone.


There are many persons who think that certain natural functions are not funny in themselves, and that such an emphasis on them reveals a lack of wit and genuine creative talent.


A few years ago this University was considered, rightly or wrongly, to be a hotbed of Communism. If in our "public appearances" such lavatory-humour continues to predominate, it will not be surprising if Victoria be thought a breeding-ground for libertines.


—
Russell Price.






Compulsory Associationism


The review of R. M. Martin's article in "Political Science" ("Salient," May 2) will remind students that they are themselves vicitims of the morally outrageous system of compulsory unionism. How many members would the Students Association be able to recruit if membership were not a condition of enrolment at the College? I would suggest to your readers that there may be some connection between this compulsion and much-bemoaned apathy which infects student affairs.


Your editorial of April is attributes much of the inactivity of the Labour Party to compulsory membership in its affiliate unions—surely the argument applies equally logically to the Students Association?



Second Year Arts.
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Prof. Slater on 
Russia


Professor Slater gave an interesting illustrated talk to the Chemical Society recently on his recent visit to the U.S.S.R. He was one of a delegation of 3 from the University of New Zealand, together with Professor MacKelwee (Engineering, Canterbury ) and the Chancellor, Sir David Smith.


The delegation were given the 
[
unclear: red] carpet treatment everywhere. Although their main interest was in the Universities they were taken on a vast tour of Russia west of the Urals, accompanied by a guide and an interpreter.


Speaking of their host. Moscow University, Professor Slater said it was the show-place of Soviet education. Of the Chemical Faculty (his special interest), he considered it to have the appearance of good chemical departments elsewhere. Equipment was good but not lavish. There was a high staff-to-student ratio—3 times as large as in New Zealand. Instructional laboratories were small and students spent much of their time in them. At other Universities, chemistry departments were much more modest and inadequately housed, but staff-to-student ratio was everywhere large. Entrance to the universities is largely competitive. Students enter at about 17, and take 4-5 year courses. Examinations arc largely oral.


In Moscow, Professor Slater was particularly impressed with the Permanent Agricultural Exhibition. Here are displayed the current products of the various Soviet republics, with emphasis on the progress of Communism and the 5-year plan.


Housing in Russia was poor, Although new houses are being built, nobody bothers to repair the old ones. A family, regardless of its size, usually lives in a 2-roomed Hat. Rural houses are particularly poor; log cabins are still being built. There still appeared to be a lot of peasants in rural districts.


The general standard of consumer goods was lower than here. Clothing was drab and looked as if it came from a second-hand shop.


Professor Slater considered the Russian system to be highly bureaucratic. To enter any public building one requires a pass card, and, once within, any sort of business takes a long time to trasact. He thought true Communism was a long way off. What is practised is a form of socialism in which people of most value to the State are paid most. Skilled technologists in high positions may get up to £600 a year, where as the minimum rate of pay is only £90 a year.
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"V.U.C. Leads World in Lack of Amenities"




"V.U.C. Leads World in Lack of Amenities"




Dr. Williams spoke thus at the Graduands Supper, on Thursday, 9 April, while Salient reporter enjoyed the very good supper, and the drink, although the latter ran out very early in the piece. It was complained afterwards that the Supper was treated merely as a booze session—by a few at any rate, with the result that by the time that the toasts were announced some people had to drink with empty glasses—or else sit out as did the self-conscious gentlemen in the toast to the ladies, or the Republican in the toast to the Queen. Generally speaking the show was only a moderate thrill for the participants, and less of one for the guests.


The best speech was that of Mr. Marchant: "Ladies and Gentlemen, the Queen." Mr. Robinson made an impression with his toast to the College (Dr. Williams would have "liked to have made" it). He spoke of "the common chord—the spirit of Victoria—manifest in every thought, every deed," which forms the College; the combination of forces peculiar to Wellington which brought this forth, and the influence which it has on the daily life of the city.







More Cheerful Story


Dr. Williams had a more cheerful story to tell, this time, in his usual survey of the past year's progress—mainly of course in buildings. In particular there is the Student Union Building (its pending erection has been one of Salient's most regular features) which at last seems likely to be finished in the near future. Last year a Deputation—most of whoso members were on the 1931 S.U.B. Committee—waited on the Minister of Education armed in particular with a bequest of £3,000 from Sir Charles Todd, and the decision of the students to levy a tax of £1 per student per year for the building. They got Government consent for the building. "When we have it, it will profoundly change the College—and for the better," Dr. Williams declared, comparing the future with our present wretched conditions—"We must lead the world in lack of student amenities."


The new Science Building is progressing well, mid the Gymnasium at Te Aro Park should soon be ready. The next project is the Arts and Library building, concerning which an approach was made to the Government at the end of 1956. "The matter is still 'under consideration'," the Principal stated amidst laughter. But in three years' time there will be 3,000 students, with only 190 places in the Library—and those "in compressed conditions."


His audience that night may be the last to graduate from Victoria University College, shortly the name will be changed to "University," what it is already in all but name.


"It is a good thing to have professors in their ivory towers, with complete freedom to think to no practical purpose," propounded Mr. Beeby (Law student) in toasting the Staff. And what is a professor? "A professor is one who teaches others to solve the problems of life which he has avoided by becoming a professor." Prof. Aikman, replying, declared himself so satisfied with Mr. Beeby's speech as to restore in bis marking the five points Beeby forfeited by his behaviour when bowling against the Professor in a recent match. He appreciated the fact that after people graduate it is possible to drop the student/tutor relationship, and to become friends." He hoped that the graduands would have the qualities of perseverance, commonsense, opportunism, and character, and in future years it will be possible to say of them that they carried with them "a wave of understanding."


Councillor Bateman apologised for his dress, rather conspicuous in the circumstances, apparently he had been misled as to the nature of the occasion by his Technical College colleagues. He himself was a fairly recent graduate in Philosophy—that was why he taught Mathematics. Like them he had gone out feeling he was going to revolutionise the world (he was in Extrav.), but was soon "ground down to life-size," for instance in the City Council.


Mr. D. Vere-Jones replied for the Graduands. He suggested, or rather stated, that his fellow men were all too terrified to think. (His fellow men, who were present as 'thinkers' did not make the slightest protest) and expressed the graduands' (whenever they became graduands') appreciation of the previous remarks.


The difficult task of toasting the Exec. ("Why the Exec.?") fell on Mr. Brown. He found the justification for their existence in the fact that they encourage students in extra-curricular activities, and so contribute to the failures of those who otherwise would compete with the present company.


Mr. Marchant replied with an amusing anecdote about Mr. Churchill and Mrs. Braddock (for details apply to the gentleman concerned), and the Vice-President, Mr. Wood field, proposed the toast to the ladies, without a story, so as not to rival his President. The other and female Vice-President, Miss Jackson, replied that women were not as inferior as we all felt, in fact they were not "just household and monumental figures." Mr. Hill gave the toast to absent friends.


We then sang Gaudeamus, at various pitches, and with various pronunciations, though the first verse went with aplomb. Only one verse of "God Save" was sung—ince the company knew it better and with the exception of the Republican, it went without a flaw.


Thus the ceremony ended and, taking another slice of ham, we departed.
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We then sang Gaudeamus, at various pitches, and with various pronunciations, though the first verse went with aplomb. Only one verse of "God Save" was sung—ince the company knew it better and with the exception of the Republican, it went without a flaw.


Thus the ceremony ended and, taking another slice of ham, we departed.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 20, No. 7. 30th May, 1957

Clubs and Things — The Left is all Right





Clubs and Things




The Left is all Right


A long discussion on the future of the V.U.C. Left and the screening of an excellent Polish documentary were the chief events at the Socialist Club's a.g.m. on Tuesday, May 7.


Discussion chiefly concerned the future role of the Club, and relations with the Social Democrat Society. Attendance, though small, showed that at least a few younger students were still interested in socialism, and that the Club could rely on continued support in the College. A motion supporting a committee decision to seek amalgamation with the Social Democrats lapsed for want of a seconder, but another calling for closer relations with the Social Democrat and Free Discussions Societies was carried unanimously.


The Polish film "Spring in October" (it is usually autumn in October in Poland) told the story of Poland's peaceful revolution against Stalinism last October. We say "peaceful" in the sense that there was no shooting—maybe all that had been got off their chests at Poznan—but we saw thousands of troops and workers' militia (evidently called out to prevent a coup back to Stalinism) marching through Warsaw, cheered and garlanded by the populace. On the way to the huge demonstration to hear Gomulka outline the new Government's policy, we kept seeing among the crowd a group carrying a coffin labelled "Natolin"—the name given to the Stalinist group on the Central Committee of the Polish C.P. (from the Warsaw suburb where most of them lived).


The quiet personality of Gomulka and his firm break with the "horrible distortions of socialism in the past period" (when he was jailed for five years by the Stalinist Government) evidently had strong support among the Polish working class, and made a deep effect on the audience.


Croz Walsh was re-elected Chairman of the Club (although he declined at first: "My academic and other lives are so full. . . . Sometimes I feel kind of lonesome in the Socialist club. . . ."). Others elected were: Secretary. Dave Patterson; Treasurer, Bob Taylor; Committee, Miss Lambert, Messrs. Ben Goffman. Steve Cegledy, Bryce Evans, Snow Williams, and Ian Robertson.





The simule delights of Extrav.




Caused an innocent fresher named Gav.




To be so very hearty




That after the Party




They found him head-first down the lav.



Notice to Prospective Reporters

Persons submitting articles, club reports, letters, etc., for "Salient" are requested:—



	1.
	To type or print clearly.


	2.
	Write on one side of the paper only.


	3.
	Double-space, i.e., use alternate lines only, and


	4.
	Where possible use sheets of paper one-third foolscap size.




Adherence to these conditions will ensure much more sympathetic treatment by the editorial staff.






There was a young girl of Hataitai




Who had a slight cast in her right eye.




When she said, "Now my dear,




You may kiss me right here."




A dozen bystanders said: "Might I?"
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6 PM







A young fresher caught in the mesh




Of festivities after Procesh




Was seen to be reeling—




They asked: "Howya feeling ?




Still fresh?" Said the fresher: "Oh, yesh."
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Christ, Asia and Students






Christ, Asia and 
Students


"The Sword of the Spirit" was the theme of this year's Inter-Varsity Fellowship Conference, held at Tyndale House, Christchurch, in the first week of May vacation.


Among the 140 delegates, there were 20 from V.U.C.'s Evangelical Union. There were a Bible Study and either two or three addresses every day, which made a full programme, but left time for sightseeing.


Peter's First Epistle was the basis of the Studies, which were led by Rev. D. W. B. Robinson of Moore Theological College, Sydney. Such subjects as the holiness of God and the doctrines of santification and elation were discussed, but every study was essentially practical and never drifted into purely hypothetical realms.


Rev. Robinson also gave two addresses on the inspiration and infallibility of Scripture, and clarified many of our doubts.


Some time each day was spent studying "the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God," but there were also 4 addresses on the Holy Spirit given by Dr. Norton Sterrett, an American missionary from India. Under the headings of the Holy spirit in the Trinity, in Redemption, in Sanctification, and in Christian witness, Dr. Sterrett presented what the Bible says of this least understood figure of the Godhead. He applied each doctrine to our daily lives as Christians.


Rt. Rev. Hume Moir, Bishop of Nelson, I.V.F.'s President for the past year, gave an inspiring address one evening. He spoke of the dangers of a Christian going to University where much scorn is poured on dogmatic views, and the likelihood of becoming so broadminded that real convictions would be lost. He also stated that the greatest heresy of our day is the belief that because one's family has been Christian for two or three generations, one' is automatically a Christian.


Our missionary speaker. J. O. Sanders, overseas director of the China Inland Mission, gave two very challenging talks. He presented the great possibilities and dangers the Church faces with the rapidly increasing populations and literacy rates in the Far East. Communism is not the only other missionary-minded force—Buddhism and Islam are on the move—the Moslem College in Cairo graduates 5000 missionaries a year.


New Zealand and Australia have great privileges but also great responsibilities, and the countries which make up the Far East for Europe are for us the Near North.


Dr. Sterrett gave the final address of the Conference on "The Adequacy of Christ." It was a wonderful message to end such a week, and could be summarised thus:


"I can do nothing, I have nothing, I am nothing, of myself; but in Christ I can do all things, I can have all things, and I am complete."




Beth Dr. Sterrett and Rev. Robinson will speaking at V.U.C. this week. You are urged to hear both these outstanding men. Watch notice boards.
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Books . . .


In The Name of the Law



	"
Justice Enslaved: A Collection of Documents on the Abuse of Justice for Political Ends". International Commission of Jurists, Hague, 1955.

	"
Was Justice Done?—The Rosenberg-Sobell Case" by Malcolm P. Sharp, New York, 1956.

	"
Law and Disorder: Scenes of Life in Kenya" by Peter Evans, London, 1956.



"There is, a terrible sameness about political trials, be they in Moscow, Washington, Prague, Peking, Belgrade, Madrid, or Kapenguria. The common attitude is summed up in the belief "we do justice; they stage a trial"; and as with most myths, it is very difficult to get people to examine its foundations . . . It is usual for judges in political cases to intone periodically, rather like the desponses in the C. of E. Litany, that the accused is not being tried for his opinions, but for breaches of the criminal law . . . This enables those taking part—and the public—to persuade themselves that the matters about which they are wrangling are the real issues for which the accused is on trial. This jelly little game, compounded of conscience and hyprocrisy in equal measure, is played (like Association football) by the same or similar rules in both the new democracy and the free world, though the damage sustained by the players is apt to be severer in both Russia and America than in Western Europe."


Thus London barrister Peter Evans cums up the chief conclusion one comes to after reading these three books.


The I.C.J.'s compendium of material on law and judicial procedure in the U.S.S.R. and East Europe contains valuable documentation of the violation of fundamental human rights from refugee's affidavits, and, more convincing, from official publications of the countries concerned, there is a heap of evidence on the persecution of independent thinking, arbitrary arrest, gerrymandered elections, trade union servility, extorted confessions.


This is a fairly through indictment. Rut the compilers are not on nearly such firm ground when they deal with the property laws of these lands as if the act of socialization itself was an infringement of human rights as heinous as the suspension of habeas corpus.


At the I.C.J. Conference in Athens where the general thesis of this volume was presented as a paper, an Indian delegate said: "We should not condemn Communism as a system, as this would imply a condemnation of socialism too. . . We condemn the complete enslavement of the individual, but not the elimination of private economy."


But I.C.J. is a generally right-wing body, and this line was too subtle for most of them. However, the Indian delegation's insistence ensured that I.C.J.s next full-scale report will be on South Africa.


Professor Sharp's book on the Rosenberg case suggests strongly that the Communists have no monopoly of gross injustice. On the eve of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg's execution for espionage in New York in 1953, sufficient people were disturbed by the uncertainties of the case to set in motion a sizeable campaign for a reprieve—which included a number of V.U.C. faculty members. After reading "Was Justice Done?" Professor Northey (Law, A.U.C.), says: "Few could doubt that the Rosenborgs were the victims of a misscariage of justice."


Professor Sharp is himself a Professor in the Law school at Chicago University. He first interested himself in the case when moved by the severity of the sentence. But having looked into it thoroughly, he became coninced that the verdict was mistaken.


The work of a careful scholar, this book is deeply disturbing to all who see the West as the upholder of the rule of law.


Peter Evans is also a lawyer—of the public school, Inner Temple variety. He was on a chance visit to Kenya when the emergency was declared in 1952, and stayed on to observe the Kenyatta trial.


He makes a host of points, all backed with weighty evidence, and none favourable to the settler interest in Kenya, or the Colonial Office.


That Kenyatta would never have been convicted in an English Court, that the Kenya African Union had no connection with Mau Mau, that Kenya blacks are doled out a secondrate brand of justice, that Mau Mau violence was the direct offspring of a vicious system of white supremacy—are among his contentions, and, the reader must grant, among his proven ones.


This book is sad testimony to the smallness of the area over which the rule of law prevails. We had thought of Britain as its ace defender—but as Chesterton once remarked per Father Brown) "every impartial police is more like a Russian secret police than we like to think", and Britain's empire is certainly no exception.—C.B.
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A Christmas Island Carol





A Christmas Island Carol





A way in a manger, no crib for a bed,




(Four-engined bombers are waking the dead)




Jesus is sleeping where cattle should lie—




(Soon they'll be over, so quickly they fly).






Joseph and Mary, finger to mouth




(Is that a rumble away to the south?)




Hark to the singing of peace upon earth—




(We shall have fireworks to light for His birth).






Remember your gifts for the Child on His throne,




(Deposits of Strontium, deep in the bone);




Follow the star, come to Bethlehem hem town—




(Winds of the stratosphere, carry them down).






Remember the day which the prophet foretold,




(The day of the children who never grow old).




For Christmas commemorates Innocents' Day—




The birth of a Saviour, a signal to slay.



—
[
unclear: 
Christoper] 
Driver in "The British Weekly."
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"The Outsider"



When it appeared in May of last year, Colin Wilson's book. 
The Outsider, created quite a stir. It was extravagantly praised by some reviewers. Wilson, the poor young man, successful although he had not gone to University, was featured in 
Time—he had made good. Kingley Amis, scenting a red rag in the dedication to Angus Wilson. damned the book quite comprehensibly. Parodies appeared in the New Statesman, Spectator ("The Backsider"), and the "Times" Literary Supplement.


Wilson, enjoying himself hugely, said that it had all been a joke. Elsewhere he lamented that he had been a poet where he should have been a philosopher. The dubious were confirmed, the admirers left even more open-mouthed. Colin Wilson appeared once more in 
Time. One loss, two gains. Inspite of Mr. Wilson's detractions, and his gross egotism, it is still worthwhile to consider his book seriously.



"The Outsider", it must be said from the beginning, is very readable and always interesting. Its purpose is ambitious—"An inquiry into the nature of the sickness of mankind in the mid-twentieth century."


The lack of a "binding force" or accepted code of ethical, moral or social ideas—like the church in the middle ages—Mr. Wilson's thesis runs, and the modern anti-mystical, empirical frame of mind have produced in our age, in revolt, the man who "sees too deeply and too much", He is the Outsider. There have been Outsiders before (e.g. Saint Augustine) but they are a particular feature of our modern age. (The dust jacket blurb calls them the "spokesmen", but this is going too far altogether.) The Outsider is the Existentialist man (whatever that may be) who is obsessed with the meaninglessness of modern life, who finds civilization a sham, senses everything round him is unreal and no free and meaningful choice lies open to him: He cannot fit into the insulated world of the "bourgeois" (the name Mr. Wilson somewhat arbitrarily gives to the non-Outsider) or accept what the bourgeios sees and touches as reality, He is imprisoned and he recognizes the fact, whereas the bourgeois are hypnotized in the belief that their prisondom is freedom. His problem is how to cease being an Outsider and get free. The solution is more often than not violent. The Outsider may commit suicide, be bored to death, or go in for a spot of murder or rape to assert his will. (Forgive me, I am parodying where I should be expounding.) Often he goes mad. To accept his prison—to go back—is unsatisfactory. He must go forward. The only desirable answer, Mr. Wilson concludes, is a religious one. In the end, if he is lucky, the Outsider may become a saint.


In evidence the writer quotes a large number of cases from fiction and life—H. G. Wells, the characters of Camus, Nietzsche, T. E. Lawrence, Dostoevsky's Karamazovs, Van Gogh. Nijinsky, Barbusse's hero, George Fox, Sri Ramakrishna, Blake, and Rilke—are among the queerer fish All through T. S. Eliot (a successful Outsider, by the way) and William James make their presence known, and G. B. Shaw arrives near the end as an uneasy "deus ex machina".


What are we to say of all this? The case breaks down very easily on close examination. The generalizations are too large and woolly. Words like "Existential", "absolute", "real" seem to be used in a completely subjective sense And what for example can this mean?


"Alyosha had realized the truth . . . that everything is good. Evil is ultimate bondage; this suggests the possibility of ultimate freedom."


Mr. Wilson hangs almost anything on the peg of his (often very aposite) quotations. Blake in particular becomes a mere puppet to his strings. That he misquotes some two hundred times is a minor matter beside this. His use of fictional characters as real ones to back up his conclusions may be questioned.


And the religious solution of the Outsider's problems seems to me very unsatisfactory indeed. Colin Wilson tells us only that this "religion" is not the orthodox religion of today. Otherwise it is never defined. And so the solution looks dangerously like a tautology—"The Answer for the Outsider is Religion, which is the Answer for the Outsider"—True, but hardly worth knowing. The Outsider who reads this book may ask Tolstoy's question "What then must we do?" It remains unanswered.


But disregarding the conclusions, I found the evidence fascinating. As a study of pessimism in modern literature the book has some real merits. The writer is fresh and abundantly confident. Of the many the genius of the ballet dancer Nijinsky emerges most clearly, but one is continually being delighted with information of an out-of-the-way kind from Wilson's wide (and, one must say, ostentatiously displayed) reading.


The fairest summing up is that of the judicious reviewer in the Times Literary Supplement: "A young man has made a desperate attempt to make sense of the conflicting views of life that have been thrown at him by an immense variety of books . . . with all the intensity, honesty and intelligence that he can command."


Keith Walker.
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Parrenin Quartet At V.U.C'


The Parrenin String Quartet, who are at present touring New Zealand by the auspice's of the Chamber Music Society, gave a concert of eighteenth and twentieth century compositions in the Music Room recently.


The programme consisted of Alban Berg's "Lyric Suito," the Haydn "Sunrise Quartet" and the fifth quartet of Bela Bartok.


The programme began with the Berg quartet which is an extremely personal work with profound emotional intensity. This work is a turning point in Berg's musical style, for it is in this composition that Berg first made use of the "twelve note" technique, which after this date characterises all of his work to a lesser or greater degree. The Parrenin Quartet played with understanding and it was obvious that each member of the quartet felt at home with Berg's musical idiom. Their performance was a highly successful interpretation of this difficult work.


The essentially classical Haydn quartet provided a contrast to the romantic Berg "Lyric Suite," and the robust Bartok quartet. Unfortunately the Parrenin quartet did not have as clear understanding for Haydn as they had for Berg. There were a number of obvious faults; their phrasing was not uniform and their intonation was often faulty, which is especially ruinous in works of the classical period.


It was valiant of the Parrenin Quartet to play the Bartok fifth quartet, which is notorious for its technical difficulties and rhythmic complexities. This work, like the Berg "Lyric Suite' was a first New Zealand performance. The best part of the performance was the last movement, which had the necessary drive and force, and some parts of the first and third movements. The delicate second group of themes of the first moavement, however, lacked sensitivity, and the slow movements—second and fourth—lacked the essential "night music" atmosphere that is so characteristic of Bartok's late music.


On the whole, however, we must be greatful for the enterprising spirit of the Music Department for inviting the P. Quartet up to give two Now Zealand premiers.


The concert concluded with two encores, the pizzicato movement form Bartok's fourth quartet, and the slow movement from the Debussy quartet. In the second encore the P. Quartet demonstrated the extremely beautiful sounds that they are capable of producing.



—John Cegledy
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"Moby Dick" in Retrospect




"Moby Dick" is an honest attempt to capture the spirit and excitement of Herman Melville's book. But director John Huston no longer has the means to do it. At the beginning of his career, Huston showed a terseness and a concentration, an ability to rystalize an idea in one telling cinematic moment. But this strong disciplined talent has now deserted him.


He attempts in the film to convey the feeling of awe, of mystery and of doubt that gnaws at the souls of the crew of "The Pequod" because of the monomaniac moods of their captain, Ahab. Quite legitimately, he does this through one of two isolated sequences, one of which is when the crew listens to the sound of Ahab's bony step as he hobbles on the nightshrouded decks. Cinematically this sequence was a good idea, but the final result is wasted footage. The treatment is thin and over-emphatic. There was a time when Huston would have made such a moment so telling that the effect would have been lasting. In "Moby Dick", an atmosphere and impression that should have pre and impression that should have peravded the whole film is over in a few minutes.


It seems to be the old question of the artist becoming more interested in how he is speaking than what he is speaking. Huston, since "Moulin Rouge" as least, has become increasingly more preoccupied with technique and this obvious obsession mars "Moby Dick". There are moments of sheer visual excitement—but these beauties tell an empty tale. From the moment I knew that the story was to be helped by the device of the narrative link, I knew that Huston's attempt would be a failure. What a strange clash there is between the



literary and the visual! What a disappointing and undisciplined hotchpotch the storm sequence is—a mixture of real and supernatural. If this sequence had been played wholly as a mime, the attempt at the mystical would have been wholly successful. As it is the entrance of the supernatural seems false and superimposed. What an exciting sequence this would have been with a little more restraint and a little less fascination with a new camera technique.


The new photographic technique, invented by Huston and his 
[
unclear: camera] man, deserves to be praised—but not too much. The colour of "Moby Dick" is more subdued, mistier and less harsh. But is colour the right medium for a tale such as "Moby Dick"? The use of colour and the blurred shots are admirable—until the final sequence., Here Huston is forced out into the open where there is less sea-spray. The pastel shadings so predominate that one is reminded of outer space and the monsters that lurk therein. Perhaps I shouldn't have known that the co-scriptwriter for "Moby Dick" is a science flctioner, but the longer the sequence went on the more unconvincing.


Moby Dick's destruction was too boldly pointed. Some of it should have been merely suggested—then we would have had more realism and perhaps a little poetry.






Unable to Master Part


Part of Huston's fault lies in his star. Gregory Peck, to begin with, lacks the hoary and grim aspect of Melville's old Ahab. His voice is too refined and it lacks depth and sublety. No actor has ever received such a build-up nor has he been given such a dramatic entrance. But when Gregory Peck appears he doesn't fill us with awe, nor can we believe that there is some inner crucifixion and woe in his face, as the commentary tells us.


Peck sabotages Huston's more significant moments with his crew. They struggle manfully to reflect the disquietude of their master and add an apprehensiveness of their own. The chorus of "Moby Dick" perform their task vigorously and with as much sublety as they are allowed. But aren't they a little too clean? Where are the mongrel renegades, the castaways and the cannibals?


On the credit side is the way Huston overcomes the hackneyed conventions of the screen sea-stories. There is a new vigour and the three mates are able to give at least a hint of characterisation, even if they are not the momentous men that the novel describes. Harry Andrews as Stubb is the most successful. Although not physically quite right, I liked the Quaker Starbuck of Leo Genn. Huston and his scriptwriter, however, don't do justice to Flask.






No Genius


There is much to admire in this film. The technicolor just as an experimental achievement deserves praise; the Elijah sequence is well handled and there are some fine faces and a fine mood at the "Pequod's departure. The whale-chases themselves arc excitingly contrived. I like the use made of Pip, the cabin-boy from Alabama, and the unusually restrained handling of Queequeg's coffin. And I welcomed the sequences where the background music was absent Moby Dick is a good film; and a sincere one, I suppose, in that Huston is being honest to himself in his present phase. It is a pity he tackled one of his greatest ambitions in the film industry's current experimental stage, and it can only be hoped that he will forget the visual excitement for a while, and turn to subjects a little less big—stories of intimate intensity. "Moby Dick", after all, has a certain Shakespearean magnitude. Remember, John huston, "the play's the thing".—I.R.





A bible-class called Dolores




Found few could achieve Heaven's glories,




So to make the few fewer Corrupted the pure




By telling indecorous stories.





Board?



A Very Limited Amount of Accommodation is Available at Exec. Office, any Inquiries or Offers should be Handed to Officer in Charge, Miss Le Fort, or Advertised in "salient."
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literary and the visual! What a disappointing and undisciplined hotchpotch the storm sequence is—a mixture of real and supernatural. If this sequence had been played wholly as a mime, the attempt at the mystical would have been wholly successful. As it is the entrance of the supernatural seems false and superimposed. What an exciting sequence this would have been with a little more restraint and a little less fascination with a new camera technique.
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Part of Huston's fault lies in his star. Gregory Peck, to begin with, lacks the hoary and grim aspect of Melville's old Ahab. His voice is too refined and it lacks depth and sublety. No actor has ever received such a build-up nor has he been given such a dramatic entrance. But when Gregory Peck appears he doesn't fill us with awe, nor can we believe that there is some inner crucifixion and woe in his face, as the commentary tells us.
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The Party Follows in the Church's Footsteps




"By schisms rent assunder, By heresies distressed ..



"The reformers of the sixteenth century compared the reality Papal Church with the teachings of the Bible; in the same way, our students compared the reality of the Stalinist version of socialism with the teachings of Marxism and Leninism. They drew their conclusions."


When a Polish Cabinet Minister made these remarks this year, he was expressing the essence of the argument with the Communist monolith of the rebel movement among Communists (especially intellectuals) which has been welling up since Khruschov's de-ikonization of Stalin speech last year.



The argument has been world-wide, and has gone on inside as well as outside the Iron Curtain. That is obvious from events late last year in Warsaw and Budapest, and the less dramatic turmoil in the British and New Zealand Communist Parties which has received some notice in the press.




[image: TITO started it all]
TITO started it all




"Salient" has already made some passing comment on it in editorials (20 March and 18 April), but the matter certainly merits a fuller treatment—both for its own profound significance, and because it has particularly affected the Party's university adherents.


The speeches of Professor Hyman Levy (Mathematcis, London) and Christopher Hill (an Oxford tutor in History) at the British C.P. conference were widely publicised. So was old hatchet-man Andrew Rothstein's sneer about "spineless intellectuals." But whereas the daily newspapers have recorded such sensational highlights, they have not (who would have expected it?) given very much helpful material on the controversy which underlay them.


The first thing to recognise is that Marxism, while we may not agree with it, is (as James K. Baxter once put it) "an adult conception of reality," and has attracted many fine and able minds.


To many of these, the full impact of the disparity between Marxist theory and Stalinist practice came as, a horribe shock with the Khrushchev speech. This was more obviously so in the West, where Marxists had no opportunity of studying Stalinism at first hand, and the bulk of anti-Stalinist propaganda came from the hysterical right. But even in the Soviet and its satellites, it seems that honest intellectuals had plugged along in blind faith, regarding the horrible things of which they had knowledge as "mistakes" and "aberrations."


It is planned to discuss this Iron Curtain aspect of the business in future review articles. Here I shall restrict myself to the Marxist intellectual in the West.


Hyman Levy is an outstanding example. A first-rate scholar and a Communist publicist for many years, with strong bonds in the international Jewish community, he has been respected inside and outside the Communist movement.


In the British C.P. publication "World News" (2 March, 1957) he writes as follows:


"During the past year a solid block of members has left the Party. Do not let us delude ourselves that this is a mere drop in numbers. . . . They were not simple lapses, but people who, rightly or wrongly, genuinely saw themselves faced with a clear issue—the Cause they had stood for, or the Party they belonged to. . .


These, he says, and the others who would probably leave, "no longer regard the Communist Party as a proper Marxist, instrument for the achievement of Socialism in this country."




Prof. Levy explains his particular concern at the complete inadequacy of the C.P. leadership in Britain to face up to "the moral issues aroused by the 20th Congress (Khrushchov) revelations." He mentions his attempt to get publicity through the Party for "statements appearing in the Polish press regarding the liquidation of prominent Jewish cultural workers in the Soviet Union," and the dishonest stonewalling which he met with.


He declaims against the "iron discipline" which the Party's full-time hierarchy clamped down to silence discussion on such embarrassing questions—on the theory that "the form of unity must be preserved even at the expense of content." But, as he comments, "Any fool knows that it is not discipline that wipes out 'factionalism' (i.e., organised opposition within the Party to the policy of the leaders), but unity of understanding." Factious sprang up, he asserts, because of "an intense dissatisfaction with the moral and political leadership at a critical moment."


He sums up: "What is at stake are the qualities of genuineness and honesty essential to a scientific Marxist in the pursuit of the cause of Socialism. How can I see the Party as the vehicle for that cause if in its bundling of its members it does not reflect those qualities?"


To the right-winger and the cynic, this will all sound old stuff, the bitter apostrophe of the unquestioning zealot who has been suddenly 
[
unclear: disiliusioned].


But look again. This is different from the familiar breast-beating of "The God That Failed" stamp. Prof. Levy—and the whole of the fresh crop of ex- and near ex-Communists he typifies—have not "tossed out the Marxist baby with the Stalinist bathwater" (the figure i Isaac Deutscher's). They awaken echoes of Wyclif, Luther, and Huss.


As the disillusionment of their spiritual forebears was purely with the Church, not with Christianity, so their disillusion has been entirely with Stalinism—with the expedient Realpolitik of Soviet state-power, and with its official apology-machines abroad. Their stand against "the Party" is on behalf of "the Cause," for rescuing Marxist Communism from the nasty accretions of latterday Soviet policy.


With this positive basis, the new Protestant-Communists have firmer ground from which to resist the Muscovite monolith's charge that they have "sold out." and the appearance of pathetic fatuity which the usual run of ex-Communists assume in the eyes of orthodox upholders of Nato, Capitalism, and the National Party.


For the movement is by no means small. In many places (Poland, the United States) it seems to have taken over the local C.P. completely.


The movement has even spread to New Zealand, where the C.P. is maybe the smallest and least significant in the world. The newspapers have not seen past Connie Birchfield and Sid Scott—but some recent issues of "Hero and Now", indicate how deep the rift has gone.


The old "University Branch" of the C.P. in this city, which for years kept alive the impression that V.U.C. was a "hotbed of Communism"—where is it now? Of the half dozen members it could still boast last year, its three best known have taken the Hyman Levy line into one outer darkness.


And one of V.U.C.'s best known Reds of former days, Ronald L. Meek (now of Glasgow University's Economics faculty) is so far in the same position that he may have something to do with the "Marxist Leninist's Song," printed on this page.



—Partisan
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"Marxist Leninists Song"




"
Marxist Leninists Song"



(To the Tunc of "The Major-General's Song" from "The Pirates of Penzance.")





I am the very model of a modern Marxist-Leninist,




I'm anti-war and anti-God and very anti-feminist;




My thinking's dialectical, my wisdom's undebatable,




When I negate negations they're undoubtedly negatable.




And yet I m no ascetic—I am always full of bonhomie




When lecturing to classes on political economy;




And comrades all agree that they have never heard a smarter cuss




Explain the basic reasons for the slave revolt of Spartacus.




Chorus : Explain the basic, etc.





I'm fierce and unrelenting when I'm extirpating heresies




Yet patient and forgiving to the comrade who his error sees;




In short, as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist




I am the very model of a modern Marxist-Leninist.




Chorus : In short, as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist, He is the very etc.





My love of Party history comes very close to mania,




I teem with information on the Bund in Lithuania,




My speech on the Decembrists is replete with fun and pleasantry,




I know the different stages collectivizing peasantry




With Russian Social Democrats I'm always glad to clench a fist,




(While carefully distinguishing the Bolshevist and Menshevist);




But when I am confronted with a regular Bukarinite




I get a rise in temperature (both Centigrade and Fahrenheit).




Chorus : He gets a rise etc.





I know what Lenin said about the concept of the deity,




And why it's a very dangerous to worship spontaneity;




In short as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist.




I am the very model of a modern Marxist-Leninist.




Chorus : In short as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist He is the very etc.





In fact, when I begin to try to fight against bureaucracy,




To criticize myself a bit, and practise more democracy;




When bringing Marx's teachings up to date I'm much more wary at,




And when I've done with phrases like "impoverised proletariat";




When I have learned that workers think that nothing could be sillier




Than "monolithic unity" and biased Russophiliq—




Then people will exclaim: "Hurrah! He's not a stupid sap at all—




A better Marxist-Lininist has never studied 'Capital'!"




Chorus: A better, etc.





My policies and theories have an air of unreality




Because I am a victim of the cult of personality;




But still, as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist




I am the very model of a modern Marxist-Leninist.




Chorus : But still, as propagandist, agitator, and polemicist He is the very etc.


—From "The Rhyming Reasoner—a Journal of Indiscretion", March, 1957. Rumoured to be from the pen of a V.U.C. alumnus once famous for his Extravs.
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Press Council What and Why ?





The N.Z.U.S.P.C. (New Zealand University Students Press Council) is a clearing house of ideas for college editors. As such it can produce few concrete results, but the achievements are nevertheless there. The field in which it has expanded—publishing supplements on N.Z.U.S.A., and this year. Congress, have shown what worthwhile activities it can undertake.


They have, it is felt, succeeded in fostering a national students' consciousness on some level other than sport. The latest Supplement is enclosed in this issue.



The Council began its history in 1952, when a N.Z.U.S. Newspapers Association was formed under the influence of then Salient Editor Trevor Hill. Its early activities were not remarkable, but by August of 1953, it was firmly established, though still debating its aims and constitution. It has since met at the time of each Tournament. In 1950 it changed its name to the N.Z.U.S.P.C. (the N.Z.U.S.N.A. was too likely to be confused with that august body, N.Z.U.S.A.), and launched into Supplements.


Its aims are:—



	(1)
	To publish and distribute Council reports and commentaries upon the New Zealand University Students' Association, Congress, Tournament, etc.


	(2)
	To raise by mutual discussion and criticism the standard of journalism within the University colleges.


	(3)
	To encourage mutual assistance among member newspapers, and with overseas universities' newspapers; and to increase the facilities available to each newspaper.


	(4)
	To maintain satisfactory relations with the commercial press.




It has further adopted the practice of having a Dinner at each meeting (with all necessary luxuries, though at the participant's expense) attended by N.Z.U.S.A. officers, at which the editor of a commercial paper offers criticism and advice.


This Easter Mr. Hutton-Potts, well-known editor of Southland Daily News, gave a provocative address on "Fiction and Half-Truths."


This meeting the Council was hampered by lack of time for various reasons, and mostly only routine matters were discussed. Hut treat results are expected from an Extral ordinary Meeting to be held at Wellington during Queen's Birthday Weekend.


There was, however, one matter on which concrete advance could be made. The Council took advantage of the presence of the Australian Students' President at Tournament, to attempt through his willing offices to rectify present poor co-operation between our papers and those of Australia. It is hoped that by individual paper contacts and through our respective Public Relations Officers news will henceforth be exchanged frequently and in detail. (The P.R.O. is a well-established portfolio in Australia. The Officer issues bulletins on various topics to the student press, and convenes their annual conference.)


Press Council Officers for 1957 are: President, D. J. Stone (for a second term), past editor of A.U.C. paper Craccum, and now on Salient staff, and Secretary-Treasurer, Warwick Armstrong, 1957 Co-editor of Craccum.






what did 
You do with Orientation Week?


The average Fresher on being ultimately confronted with his first day at the University is more often than not somewhat disappointed. He has expected anything but what he gets. He probably arrives for his first lecture on time, and having sat through fifty minutes of initiation into his subject, is left at a dead end as to what to do next. If he has no luck in finding any of his friends he may to down to town and sit through a film—one way of filling in the time before he is required at another lecture. Unless he has a great many friends, he will find time hanging very heavily on his hands. He has the limited choice of spending his free time either in the Caf. or in the Common Common Room (if it is not completely wrecked before that) or even in the Library, according to inclination—but he will only discover the real lay-out of this building by trial and error, probably by error. Unless he makes an extraordinary effort for himself, he will meet few people prepared to make the effort for him.


At the moment, the Fresher is left to himself for longer than is good for him—or for his associates. The first day can be a complete disappointment unless the Exec. and some of the more senior students make an effort.


At Sydney University, Orientation Week is an adequate period of time during which the new students can get to know their way around the building and meet other students at inaugural lectures and Club activities: each day is filled up and the student is able to decide what meetings he will attend—there is a series of lectures delivered by various Professors on how to study, use the Library, etc.. as well as discussions on various aspects of student life. Both staff and students take part in these activities, to a greater degree than is the case here. For example, a typical day might run as follows:


	
9—10: Arts Society—Talks by Heads of Departments.


Medical Society—Symposium on "How to Enjoy Failing in Medicine".


	>10—11: Official Welcome by Chancellor and President of the Students' Association.

	11—12: Symposium by Staff Members—"Sex—How Far Do You Go?"

	12—1: "Arts is the Easiest of the Technologies". Three speakers.

	2—3: Film Group—"Doctor in the House".




And so on. to 8 p.m.


Sports Clubs meet, there are dancing classes, a jazz concert, a Freshers' Informal and a 
Freshers' Camp ! !


Up till now. Orientation Week has been a week completely orientated for those with only the evenings to fill in Surely, the time has come to reorganise the first few days at University!


It is to be hoped that the present Exec. may do something to ensure that the future students have a pleasanter initiation into varsity life than those in the past. It would be in the interests of the University to consolidate the mass of freshers into the corporate body with at least a passing interest in their first few days of misery.—"Freshere."
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[Introduction]





The N.Z.U.S.P.C. (New Zealand University Students Press Council) is a clearing house of ideas for college editors. As such it can produce few concrete results, but the achievements are nevertheless there. The field in which it has expanded—publishing supplements on N.Z.U.S.A., and this year. Congress, have shown what worthwhile activities it can undertake.


They have, it is felt, succeeded in fostering a national students' consciousness on some level other than sport. The latest Supplement is enclosed in this issue.



The Council began its history in 1952, when a N.Z.U.S. Newspapers Association was formed under the influence of then Salient Editor Trevor Hill. Its early activities were not remarkable, but by August of 1953, it was firmly established, though still debating its aims and constitution. It has since met at the time of each Tournament. In 1950 it changed its name to the N.Z.U.S.P.C. (the N.Z.U.S.N.A. was too likely to be confused with that august body, N.Z.U.S.A.), and launched into Supplements.


Its aims are:—



	(1)
	To publish and distribute Council reports and commentaries upon the New Zealand University Students' Association, Congress, Tournament, etc.


	(2)
	To raise by mutual discussion and criticism the standard of journalism within the University colleges.


	(3)
	To encourage mutual assistance among member newspapers, and with overseas universities' newspapers; and to increase the facilities available to each newspaper.


	(4)
	To maintain satisfactory relations with the commercial press.




It has further adopted the practice of having a Dinner at each meeting (with all necessary luxuries, though at the participant's expense) attended by N.Z.U.S.A. officers, at which the editor of a commercial paper offers criticism and advice.


This Easter Mr. Hutton-Potts, well-known editor of Southland Daily News, gave a provocative address on "Fiction and Half-Truths."


This meeting the Council was hampered by lack of time for various reasons, and mostly only routine matters were discussed. Hut treat results are expected from an Extral ordinary Meeting to be held at Wellington during Queen's Birthday Weekend.


There was, however, one matter on which concrete advance could be made. The Council took advantage of the presence of the Australian Students' President at Tournament, to attempt through his willing offices to rectify present poor co-operation between our papers and those of Australia. It is hoped that by individual paper contacts and through our respective Public Relations Officers news will henceforth be exchanged frequently and in detail. (The P.R.O. is a well-established portfolio in Australia. The Officer issues bulletins on various topics to the student press, and convenes their annual conference.)


Press Council Officers for 1957 are: President, D. J. Stone (for a second term), past editor of A.U.C. paper Craccum, and now on Salient staff, and Secretary-Treasurer, Warwick Armstrong, 1957 Co-editor of Craccum.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 20, No. 7. 30th May, 1957

what did You do with Orientation Week?




what did 
You do with Orientation Week?


The average Fresher on being ultimately confronted with his first day at the University is more often than not somewhat disappointed. He has expected anything but what he gets. He probably arrives for his first lecture on time, and having sat through fifty minutes of initiation into his subject, is left at a dead end as to what to do next. If he has no luck in finding any of his friends he may to down to town and sit through a film—one way of filling in the time before he is required at another lecture. Unless he has a great many friends, he will find time hanging very heavily on his hands. He has the limited choice of spending his free time either in the Caf. or in the Common Common Room (if it is not completely wrecked before that) or even in the Library, according to inclination—but he will only discover the real lay-out of this building by trial and error, probably by error. Unless he makes an extraordinary effort for himself, he will meet few people prepared to make the effort for him.


At the moment, the Fresher is left to himself for longer than is good for him—or for his associates. The first day can be a complete disappointment unless the Exec. and some of the more senior students make an effort.


At Sydney University, Orientation Week is an adequate period of time during which the new students can get to know their way around the building and meet other students at inaugural lectures and Club activities: each day is filled up and the student is able to decide what meetings he will attend—there is a series of lectures delivered by various Professors on how to study, use the Library, etc.. as well as discussions on various aspects of student life. Both staff and students take part in these activities, to a greater degree than is the case here. For example, a typical day might run as follows:


	
9—10: Arts Society—Talks by Heads of Departments.


Medical Society—Symposium on "How to Enjoy Failing in Medicine".


	>10—11: Official Welcome by Chancellor and President of the Students' Association.

	11—12: Symposium by Staff Members—"Sex—How Far Do You Go?"

	12—1: "Arts is the Easiest of the Technologies". Three speakers.

	2—3: Film Group—"Doctor in the House".




And so on. to 8 p.m.


Sports Clubs meet, there are dancing classes, a jazz concert, a Freshers' Informal and a 
Freshers' Camp ! !


Up till now. Orientation Week has been a week completely orientated for those with only the evenings to fill in Surely, the time has come to reorganise the first few days at University!


It is to be hoped that the present Exec. may do something to ensure that the future students have a pleasanter initiation into varsity life than those in the past. It would be in the interests of the University to consolidate the mass of freshers into the corporate body with at least a passing interest in their first few days of misery.—"Freshere."
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Australia on Ceylon





Australia on Ceylon


An Englishman, an Irishman, and a Scotsman were at a conference in Ceylon. . . .


If interested, ask one of the 70 or se people who heard the lunchtime talk by Mi. J. T. Thomas in the Common Common Room, Wednesday, May I .Mr. Thomas (Queensland, law) is president of N.U.A.U.S. and was one of its delegates to the sixth International Student Congress in Ceylon last year.


Mr. Thomas enumerated Australian and New Zealand student efforts in re South east Asia and gave his opinion that these made a worthwhile contribution to relations with this area.


The conference used three official languages. English French, and Spanish, with simultaneous translation it discusses areas of the world where students are in trouble, mostly political trouble if we are to judge by this talk: South Africa, U.S.A., Venezuela, Cuba, Argentina, Goa, Greece. Its administrative arm, called C.O.S.E.C., sends fact-finding teams to such areas.


The conference was probably the most successful to date and confirmed I.S.C.'s ascendancy over its proCommunist rival I.U.S. What's the use of it all? I.S.C. acts as a clearing-house for student opinion and results in a large measure of agreement. And governments do take notice of us as representing world student opinion.


—D.L.
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Darkest Africa






Darkest Africa


Easter Council meeting of N.Z. U.S.A. passed strong resolutions supporting the stand at Capetown and Witwatersr and Universities against Apartheid. Resident Exec. is sending copies of the resolution to the South African Premier and the Chancellors of the two Universities.
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Not a Drop to Drink:





Not a Drop to Drink:




[image: Cartoon of a mortarboard cap and beer bottle]


A notable lack in the College's surroundings is drinking fountains. Also the caf. is not open continuously so that throughout the day students are more or less forced to wander round with a bandog look or slip off down the hill. As this course is not recommended before lectures and. Seme asy, is unsuitable for female students anyway, we suggest that the erection of several drinking fountains in convenient places would be cheap, and is a necessity at least until someone is sufficiently progressive to have a bar (for both Staff and students, both sexes) erected at V.U.C.
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Students Unite!





Students Unite!


The students of the world have never been successfully integrated in a single organization. I.U.S.. founded in the first flush of united victory, soon succumbed to the cold war. The western breakaway group formed CoSec in 1952. I.U.S. went more Stalinophillic than ever, and the Afro-Asian and Latin American blocks started delicately walking the tightrope—often with links with both bodies.


On the relief and cultural levels, W.U.S. does good practical work (chiefly in the committed "West"), and W.S.C.F, and Pax Romana unite Christian students of similar persuasions.


While the I.U.S.—CoSec. rift is probably here to stay for a while (two worlds are better than none), moves towards co-operation in practical matters have been noticeable lately.


I.U.S. Conference last August 'Prague supported a Polish move for an international seminar on "Economic and Social Factors affecting Access to Higher Education", and to approach CoSec. and W.U.S. for help in organizing it. This followed a W.U.S. conference on "University Needs" last year which was attended by I.U.S. and reached a large measure of agreement.


I.U.S. has also accepted an invitation from a joint W.S.C.F.-Pax Romana committee to take part in a round-table on "Man in University and Society."


A passage in I.U.S. Executive Report stated frankly that "Neither I.U.S. nor CoSpc. satisfies the requirements of all national representative student organizations for an international forum of universal character . . .The efforts of I.U.S., together with all national and international student bodies, should be directed towards the elaboration of mutually acceptable principles constituting the basis of world student unity . . ."


Five national unions whose positive work for this unity has been seen in both I.U.S. and CoSec., are the French. Tunisian, Ecuadorian. Sudanese and Polish—the latter another instance of Poland's comparative independence inside the Iron Chickencoop?
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Pay Up!





Pay Up!


Posters of good cheer from the Registrar remind you to pay your exam fees by June 10. Hurry along!
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What's Cooking?




What's Cooking?


As the Exec. comes to the end of their term of office, the strain has apparently become too great for them. The S.G.M. to ban H-bombs only earned the attendance of less than half the Exec. Does this show the attention which our representatives accord our opinions? Elected bodies all too often consider that they alone can tell the electors what they want.


The Special Exec. meeting called to discuss the S.G.M. foundered through lack of a Quorum. is this a responsible way to run the Association?




[image: Cartoon of a window with a blind half down]


Men who use the changing rooms in the Upper Gym., and women who see as they walk down the stairs may well wonder whether the premises are officially "closed." The walls are disgusting Th esink almost always lacks soap. There is never a towel or substitute available. In particular men requiring the toilet must wonder if they are to continue to fish around for the removable seat by match light until the new Stud. Union Building is erected in another couple of years time. We understand that the authorities have been approached by Mr. Landreth, the Phys. Ed. Officer, but with no result.


Recently it was found that the inner door leading out the Biology Block was locked. Optimists then tried the fire escape from the Covered Way: but it also could only be opened with a key We understand that the arrangement is that in case of fire, earthquake, etc., a gentleman will always be found standing ready to open the door. (Unless of course the Gods cheat and disasters occur after hours.)
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Dirty Book




Dirty Book


There is always some smuttyminded "Indignant Citizen" or "Pro Bono Publico" to write in to the papers objecting about a dirty joke (it must have been dirty, they could see it) in Cappicade, Extrav, or Procesh. Well, someone has even smelled out the N.Z.U.S.A. Songbook. A horrified Auckland parent wrote to the Chancellor last year, complaining that there were songs in the book which a young girl should not . . . and so on, in reply to a query by the Vice-Chancellor, N.Z.U.S.A. resident exec. has announced it does intend to withdraw the song book from sale.




[image: Cartoon of a girl eating a lollipop]





There was an old man of Khandallah,




Who strangled his wife in the parlour,




To stop her (he said)




From snoring in bed




And stealing her husband's marsala.
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Good Ole Exec







Good Ole Exec.





Three checrs for exec.




Why, what have they done?




Given us some mon,



On the historic day of Wednesday, 1st May, the Exec. had a meeting (and obtained a quorum) to discuss inter alia the recommendations of the Finance Committee. "Salient" was particularly concerned. A detailed budget had been prepared to show that a grant of £450 was required to produce c.16 issues for the year, with an increase in size up to the enormous number of six pages. The Committee recommended an increase of £50 on last year's grant, making £350 plus the £30 odd left over from last year. Hut when the full Exec. deliberated this important matter it was moved Wood field, seconded Carver, that the amount be increased to £400 plus assets, i.e. roughly the amount requested—and it was easily carried. Henceforth students will have the benefit of a six-page issue each time and we hope also to have more (and more recent) illustrations. You lucky people!


Other grants were:





	

	£

	s.

	d.





	Anglican Society

	8

	10

	3





	Women's Indoor Basket-ball

	18

	3

	10





	Biological Society

	16

	18

	2





	Chemical Society

	
[
unclear: 18]

	
[
unclear: 12]

	3





	French Club

	11

	2

	6





	Harrier Club

	29

	6

	2





	Law Faculty

	10

	0

	0





	Maths and Physics

	6

	0

	0





	Philosophical Society

	12

	18

	6





	S.C.M.

	18

	12

	6





	Men's Indoor Basket-Ball

	37

	10

	1





	Women's Basket-Ball

	11

	15

	1





	C.S.G

	20

	0

	0





	Chess Club

	7

	4

	0





	Golf Club

	13

	9

	6





	Men's Hockey Club

	111

	0

	0





	Literary Society

	10

	0

	0





	(already paid as loan in 1956)

	

	

	





	Miniature Rifle

	35

	0

	11





	(further £24 when the club has also collected £24: for new rifle)

	

	

	





	Rugby

	85

	0

	0





	Weight Training, 4

	7

	5

	0
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No Asian Seminar in August





No Asian Seminar in August


It is now most unlikely that the Asian Student Seminar will be held in Auckland this August. A letter received by N.Z.U.S.A. from Cosec Associate Secretary Isaac Omolo suggests that the event will be put off till 1958. N.Z.U.S.A. may put in another application for the venue to be in New Zealand.


Other business was the election of the President, Mr. Marchant. as students' representative on the College Council. Mr. Marchant replaces Mr. M. J. O'Brien.


The Exec. expressed their support of the Queensland University in its opposition to the University Acts Amendment Act.


Salient was asked to publicise that Cosec. publications are available at the Exec. Office. It has been decided to set up proper newspaper files in the Common Room (which must cease to be such a piggery or it will be closed. Note the new rubbish bin to "be placed in a strategic place" should help) and the many subversive and interesting papers sent to Salient including the utterly un-subversive (except in South Africa) Cosec. publications, also the daily papers, will be available. Students will be able to read P.V. and Student (Cosec.), both of which would welcome contributions, though the latter will have to be vetted for un-New Zealand tendencies by the Exec. (and so will Salient copies sent to S.E. Asia).


Various sub-committees were again set up (convened coincidentally by the members who suggested the Committee).


Then at 1.20 a.m. Exec. members and Salient staggered home (after a little necessary refreshment).


—G.A.W.
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Exec. Elec. What the Heck?


What are these elections that are coming up? What is Exec.? Can I stand? Can I vote? What do I get out of it?


Questions of this sort are always asked around the caf and commonroom—or rather whispered in lecturerooms by the sort of student who never looks at caf or common-room—about this time of the year.


A resolution of the annual general meeting of the Stud. Ass. last year instructed the powers that be, through Salient, to issue a broadsheet explaining just what the elections were for, and just what being on Exec. involved. It has been decided that an article in a prominent place in "Salient" could be squeezed within the coniines of a definition of a "broadsheet." So the Stud. Ass. Secretary and one of "Salient's" editors have stuck their heads together, and this is the result.




[image: Cartoon of a man and woman looking into a crystal ball]


The elections which take place in June every year are for the purpose of electing an Executive Committee ("Exec." to you) to manage the dayto-day affairs of the Association.


Exec, consists of 13 bods:


	†A President—who is usually male (but has been, on at least two occasions in V.U.C.'s stormy past, a female) and has, by hallowed tradition (but not by law) usually been a member of the retiring Exec.

	†Men's Vice-President—must be male, also customarily an experienced exec, member.

	†Women's Vice-President—must be female, otherwise ditto.

	†Secretary—the cornerstone of the whole structure, is expected to do three or four times as much work as everyone else. Only qualification imposed by tradition is willingness, but incumbents are usually also people of imagination and vision. May be of either sex.

	†Treasurer—must have some accountancy qualification (for details, consult Constitution).

	†8 Committee Members—4 men and 4 women.




These people meet at least fortnightly in term-time (meetings usually last till 4 a.m. or later after a 7 p.m. start), and you will have read enough of their Minutes (copies are pinned on the notice boards) or stray reports in "Salient" to gather an impression of the sort of things they discuss.


But attending Exec. meetings is not the only duty of Exec. members. There are countless sub-committees of the Association (Capping, Finance, Publications, Blues, etc.) on which they have to take their share of jobs. And there are other jobs doled out among them—liaison with various College clubs, Gym. controller, Capping Ball Controller, etc.), all of which involve a good deal of inglorious sweat.


What are the perks? There really aren't any, unless you call a good deal of limelight a perk. You have to pay for your own tickets to Extrav., and Capping Ball, and for your own beer after Procesh. The only free show for Exec. members (and this they share with everyone who is getting capped that year) is Grad. Supper—and there it is necessary to listen to a lot of speeches, some of which are always du'.


The prospect is generally a gloomy one. But there are rewards less tangible but more lasting in the way of positive results shown for sound service. And the work of administration is in itself enjoyable to the ideal Exec. member.


Now you know whether you are the sort of person who ought to stand—or whether your mate is who you were going to nominute.


Don't let the picture we have drawn put you off. You are probably just the person the Association needs, and there is a worthwhile job waiting for you which you will find satisfying if at times strenuous.


Nominations for all positions close at Exec. office (in the wooden Gym., end of verandah) at 12 noon, Saturday, June 15.


The ballot-box will be in the Main Hall, together with the roll (all students who are members of the Association—which means all who are taking at least 2 subjects—can vote) at convenient times on Friday, 21st, Monday, 24th. and Tuesday, 25th June. (The roll will be open for inspection from a week or so earlier.)


Results of the draw—pat don me, results of the count, are announced at the A.G.M. on Thursday, June 27. Be there.
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We Protest



A Special General Meeting of the Students Association was held on Thursday, May 2, to discuss banning the testing of nuclear weapons. Over 100 students were present and one member of the staff (all staff were invited).


The following motions were passed:—


	*That this house condemns all tests of nuclear weapons.

	*That this house condemns cooperation by New Zealand in the testing of nuclear weapons.

	*That a petition embodying these resolutions be drawn up, circulated among staff and students, and sent to the Prime Minister and the leader of the Opposition.

	*That the Executive take immediate steps to set up a staff-student committee to draw up and circularise a petition embodying the spirit of the motions passed this evening and those of the Auckland University College students' meeting. (See last issue of Salient.)

	*That the Executive be strongly recommended to organise a demonstration to express our deep concern in this matter.




The major arguments advanced were:—


	
The danger of the tests: Clearly scientists disagree over the degree of danger from radioactive fallout; some hold that it is considerable. Tests should therefore be discontinued at least until it be authoritatively and conclusively shown that there is no danger.

	
The question is a humanitarian rather than a political one. A world war in which nuclear weapons are used will mean wholesale destruction of millions and horrible mental and physical deformities for survivors and their descendants. This concerns us as human beings and thus in a wider sense than as members of specific political and ideological groups. Therefore, we should do all we can to prevent such a war and to promote world wide disarmament of nuclear weapons.

	
From a political point of view, if countries cannot agree to disarm together then some power must begin. If Britain gave up nuclear weapons, as she had the opportunity to do, instead of actually spreading them among smaller powers, others would very likely follow suit. Anyway, the prospect of Communist (or other) domination is not as catastrophic as annihilation in a nuclear war—or survival from one.

	
The fight of protest against a government's policies in inherent in belonging to a democracy. In a matter such as this we should make full use of this right; it was with this in view that the meeting passed the last motions.





It is the duty of the Exec. to put into 
[
unclear: ecect] the motions passed at an S.G.M., which is representation of the whole student body. It is the duty of those opposed to a policy as much as it is the duty of those in favour of it., to attend an S.G.M. Anyone not present therefore forfeits his right to protest against the Student Association's policy in that mtter. It is the responsibility of the Executive to organise a demonstration and to ensure that this protest is an effective one.


—J.R.S.
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X-Rays Galore


A mobile X-ray unit will be at the college in June to X-ray all students. B C G. vaccination may also be made available if the demand is sufficient. All students are expected by the Association to have an X-ray if they have not had one within the past year. Appointments will be circulated in the beginning of the second term (don't worry, so disrobing required). Apply to Miss Jackson, the V.U.C. S.A. Health Officer.
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Bloody Boxing . . .



Gore on their Gloves


The Tournament boxing finals were held on Easter Saturday evening. Contrary to the usual paucity of spectators at other games, the hall where these events took place was packed, for boxing is good 'n' rough. Someone would get mashed—much more exciting than tennis.


The first events were followed with moderate interest. The lesser weights, though scientific were not very rough—no one even got a count. And the exhibition bouts were a washout—what's the use of just tapping?: "Lam 'im one," "D'ya want any halp?" "Gam into 'im," they yelled. However, when the middleweight events came round, results were a little more satisfying. The contestants ceased to be polite ami the crowd, delighted with some real good slums, began to yell. Those in front were blasphemed from behind. "Git down you b———." A vociferous female fan in the front row was forcibly kept from jumping into the ring. She snarled at her restrainer, she screamed still more and the flush on her face crept to the roots of her perm.




[image: Photo of two men boxing]


The heavyweights really gave it a go. As they lammed into each other thud, smack upon bloody bodies you could see blood shining on their gloves. Their noses ran crimson, dribbling on to hairy chests, and was transferred at internals on to the referee's white shirt. The crowd did what it could to help: "Hate him," "Git nasty" it yelled and the boxers complied. They locked and broke; they danced in ape-like fashion round their opponents. The one with the teeth guard snorted beautifully just like a bull. Finally time was up. The fighters, both a bit groggy, collided in mascuine embrace, bloody oafs together. The perm shouted victory. Everyone climber off the backs of the forms and proceeded to file out the door. "Wait on, we haven't announced the most scientific boxer yelled the compere. But why should they wait? They wanted blood, not science.


In a few days many would return to the ivory towers of their university and in their study of Elizabethan drama, read with distaste about cockfighting and bear-baiting.—J.B. (per Dr. Summerskill)
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Ruapeha Weekend


Probably the last working party ever went to the V.U.C. Ski Club hut on Ruapehu on the weekend 18-19 May. Alas, Dr. Danilow, always a parly aset, was unable to come.



Special mention goes to: 
Doc Close (Hut Supervison) whose poetry-reading to the girls kept the boys busy carrying timber. 
Sylvia Swan, for romantic comedy entertainment. 
Lief Dearsley, whose flash-shots on the truck on route may develop sensationally. 
Marge Manley, who produced an incredibly poor stew from the best stewing steak. 
Bryce Evans, Keith Nicholson, Murray Selig, and Co. for somr carpentry in difficult conditions. 
Ted Petrie and 
Keith, whose attempts to desegregate the sexes was a giant failure.


It was an enjoyable weekend, despite snow and wind, and the consequent difficulty of work. We appreciated the Aorangi Hut with its creature comforts.


Timber, a stove, a water-tank, tinkery, and cutlery from Jim Larsen's kitchen were carried up to the V.U.C. Hut. The merry men built bunks and table-tops. (Lillian Fisk held the timber in place—by sitting on it—is this vice?


The rubbish hole (known as the Petrie Pit) sank further into the mountain.


When linings are installed, the hut will be quite usable. The Queen's Birthday weekend party may get some good skiing, [Anyone with available transport, please ring Petrie, 61- 382.]


Workers Wanted


No matter whether you are experienced or not; if you want to work on 
Salient we are only too pleased to see you. We will teach you everything you need to know so just tell us if you are willing to work. Contact either the Editors or the overworked Secretary.
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All contributions and letters will be eagerly devoured. Send in every idea which comes into your head, or out of someone else's, the The Editors, "Salient," c/o V.U.C.S.A., P.O. Box 196, or hand into Executive Office. It is also hoped to have a Contributions Box in the Main Vestibule. If possible they should be in double-spaced tying, otherwise in legible manuscript, and in both cases on one side of the paper 
[
unclear: only].
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Fencing . . .



V.U.C. Licks Aussie


The first international fencing match ever held in Wellington was fought at Wellington College on Wednesday, April 24. It was between the Australian Universities team and Victoria University College, and a gallery of well over 100 watched.


The Australians had been twice defeated in Auckland the week before, but they seemed to be settling down quickly.


Ours is the leading university fencing side in the country—having won at Winter Tournament 3 years in succession. The team to meet Australia had 5 N.Z.U. representatives—Misses D. Fussell and D. Franco, and Messrs. K. Beard, C. Beeby, and A. Ellis—and there were also Misses J. Scrivens and L. Hancock and Messrs. B. Pomeroy, A. Wilson, and C Kozora.


There were 4 events: men's and women's foils, epee, and sabre.


The touring team—N. Whitman. D. Ross-Smith, C. Watford, and G. Watford (men) and M. Sax by, B. Long. M. Sehreiber, and V. Stiles.


The men's foil event was the most tense match yet fought by the tournaments whose foil is their strong weapon. Whitman won all his tights, including an exciting one with A. Ellis, an X Z.U. champion. By a judicious selection team sequence the home team's No. 1 fencer had to fight the deciding Lout against the tourer's No. 3, and with the score at 8.7 in favour of Australia, although the home team led on points, V.U.C. won the last bout 5.2 to win s bouts all 55 points to 58 against.


Some fine point control by the tourers' leading epee. Don Ross-Smith, won the next event for Australia 9-7, although K. Beard won his 4 bouts for the home side with a penetrating long arm.


Evening events were commenced at 7.30 when Group Captain A. E. L. Davies from the Australian High Commissioner's office, met the two teams. The women's foil event was notable for slow fencing, although Miss Sax by impressed as a very competent fencer winning all her bouts. However, Miss Fussell and Miss France fought consistently to carry the V.U.C. team to victory, 8-8, again on points.


The sabre event, again the audience favourite, was as closely contested as others. V.U.C. won 9-7 on the last bout A. Ellis, the Vic. captain, won his 4 bouts, losing only 6 points.


A very fine finish to the match was a party in true fencing style which should not be the subject of comment hero. Sufflee it to say, the Australians did catch the boat to Lyttelton next day.


The N.Z.U. v. Australia Test match fought on May 4, saw Miss Fussell and Messrs, Ellis and Beeby in the N.Z. team.


E.
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Eldata Tramp


On the 22nd. and the 23rd. of March, fifteen members of the Tramping Club, led by Dawn Rodley, and Bryce Evans, tramped to Renata Hut and back. On Saturday afternoon, two parties separately climbed a certain peak. As one party claimed that this was Elder, the other that it was Renata, there was plenty of argument on Sunday. The weather entertaining.



Printed by The Disabled Servicemen's League, 21 Lloyd St., Wellington, for V.U.C.S.A. Inc.
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