WELLINGTON,

Frustramd Executwe Member.

”The Premdent,
V.UW. Students” Amocmnan,

Wcllmgtan

- Dear Sir,

~ At 1l pm. on Monday, 1ith
August I tendered my tion

from the position of Secret of
the Victoria University of ﬁg&ng-
ton Students’ Association. When the
Executive accepted mg resignation,
I informed you that I would give
you a statement in writing of my
reasons for resignation.

The background to my action was
as follows: ely 10 10 M

At approximat p.m.
Davy ?al;sed the question of the
purchase of a new Gestetner. He
spent some time giving an exhaustive
analysis of the relative merits of a
Gestetner and a Fordiograph (the
machine that we have on trial at the
moment).

Towards the md of this analysis,
I asked the Office Secretary, through
r.;::t, Sir, which machine was the

er from her point of view. She
immediately stated her preference

for the Gestetner. I, Sir, then

moved: ‘That we purchase a Gestet-
ner from Messrs. Armstrong and
Springhall.”

You refused to accept my motion
because you felt that the matter had
hen insufficiently discussed. I then
| reed with your ruling, and you
vacated the chair in favour of Mr.

cus. | OUtgjned my reasons for
ing with you, pointing out

&at the matter had been discussed
for some time at previous Executive

and Finance Committee meetings, -

and that, as far as I was concernad,
the position was clear-cut.
- Your duty in reply, Sir, was to
ichutt my arguments in the narmal
ion of debate, put forward your
own views on the matter, and then
await the vote.
= However, Sir, you saw fit to in-
dulge in an emotional outburst, in
the course of which you stated that
it would appear that I had no re-
gard for the fact that the. members
of the Executives were trustees of
student funds, aad if this was so, I
was not the responsible person you
had considered me. The muuegda
in those remark *5
irresponsible,
and not a fit
Exy tive.

As a result of those remarks I | B

immediately tendered my resigna
tion, to take effect effect from th
end of the meeting. |
You later claimed that your re
marks were made in the stress of th
moment, and you offered me you

apologies on that ground. 1 refused
to accept that apology, because. 1
felt then, and still feel, that no per-

son, espmally the President of th
Assac:atzon, is enutled to make such
accusations, even in the stress of th
moment.

It has been said that I, too, hav

made extravagant statements in the
past. I would agree that this is true,
t out that I
Ly [ -
er-of:the E xecuttl%%[m ;i o
I have often |
strongly, . that |
a wanted more dlsrzummn
the wrong view on certain matters, | Mr. O
but, I repeat, I have never attacked | mar
any person’s character while ex- | Joh

but I would like to
‘have never~ quiestioned

0 the tation.
state at time

members of the Executive have taken

pressing my disagreement.

An apology has been nffered but |

mre likely to spend 20 minutes

| more and that the were likely to
have been made by a person who -

One
would have to go back many years -iﬁ
to find a precedent for such con-
duct (if one could be found), and
I am unable to condone behaviour
of this nature, or to accept any | th

this does not detract from the fact
that extremely offensive remarks

should have known better.

logy after the event has taken
p ce.

I could point out that I considered | w;
the relative costs of the machines in |
realising |
that.a large sum of money was in- |
I am well aware of the |

question very carefully,

volved.
value of money, and it was only

after a lot of thought that I reached fing, mad
It is a p!ty that | Chut M
some other Executive members had | .

my conclusion.

not done the same!

I will complete all the work of |
the Association which requires to be |
done as a result of last night’s meet- |
ing, and I would be willing to assist |
a new Secretary during his first few |

ys in office.
I am sorry to leave the Executive,

any) are to be subject to emotional
tirades from the Chairman.

Yours faithfully,

PETER V. .ﬂBRIEN

17th SEPTEMBER,

but I refuse to sit on any Committee
where my integrity and character (if Ieﬁ

198

- made t shamg in the chair to that t.::.mc, when
mm of buying a Gestetner came up.

”'-'wastnbemm It was then moved that Mr,
O'Brien be co-opted to the Execu-

tive, but Mr, O'Brien refused, which
may or may not be surprising.

com-
s of each in
as the clock.

ON RESPONSIBILITY

Mr. O'Brien’s action was typical
of the silliness that crops up in
student affairs from time to time,

the last important mamfaxtaﬁt;on be-
ing the itta-Marchant fiasco in
he table, Peter 1955,

rm'( xuovetl that the motion
‘hat we purchase a new Ges-

An clected officer is ted
tctn&r” be put.

to moc;ﬂhxff Eernﬁls He should
resign ion on
Exec is miolm le; (1i) he can-
not handle the wark* or (”'“) he
bclwm Exec

m Mful w thﬁm _—*-Ht. ﬁi

After ﬂia Prwdem‘, thi’: Smmy
is the most important man on Exec.
The smooth running of the Associa-
tion depends largely on him, and he
may have an important part te paly
in student affairs if he works for the
Association’s good.

Had the Exec not supported Mr.
Wilson, Mr. Wilson would have had
AR not choice but to resign. When the

President resigns there must be a
new election, :

By his stubbornness, Mr. O’Brien
badly strained relations within Exec
and (ﬁrhap@) imperilled its exist-

Mx G*Brmn

~ David Wilson |
. Wilson would not accept this,

" -ence. may also -have shortened

i John K fie chair ,;he life of Exec Mr. Davy has now
Mr Q’Briﬁn sazd ‘that they had ﬁed from the Men’s Committee
alked for 20 minutes, that they come Secretary, One more

res:guatmn (about the normal sum-
mer vacation average) will mean a

new election anywa
JOiilN GAMBY.

e

on all mghn
had bgttar from Mr.

Mr O’an thaa mgned
the end of the meeting.

as from
When Mr.
. took the chair he resi; gned
ta clinch matters. The resig-
lon lay on the table and was

rawal of what he had s

etter i “Satienr My | | AV
Cﬂnﬁ‘d an afte;maax; meeting | | I\
1.00, asking for Exec’s support. | | - "R




Page Two

- nW# 5 - 'y fbﬂx 'ch b‘ﬂﬁ &m E ’: ced
 Almighty with a specific p#rpa.m to mai
‘white civilisation.” - The late Mr Strydor

The recent, and longmoverdua dwth of Mr. Str 'fi .ﬁ'ff" n,

' Prime Minister of South Africa, must be w&ic'-!' .j y

| ;ﬁee nznonswthc fcw that the are, as a bl

: mighty. With his passing t;he world fascist population
has been de nvcd one of its most notorious ﬁ'
One cancml hope &hatsxmﬂarfate.smthtverynm B
- future will befall t.hc other fascist elements in the world—
Kadar, Ulbricht, France, Salazar, Rhee, Faubus, De
Gaulle, Lord Brookeborough and the like.

As was to be expected Macmillan, Nash and the other
- Western leaders displayed their usual hypocrisy in mtacr-
national affairs. Instead of the deserved “one Fascist less

‘type of comment, there were the usual messages of sym-
pa.thy and gncf R .

b :tér s g abeut :RS per n
ﬁmi soap trampart and clm
mmam for food, this bw g own tc /

- whole family. Thc Archbishop thing

. &actraordmary about th.is picture. It is thc _n T j i-
“tion of life for thousands of families in South Mncm P
ﬁrchblshop Hurley went on to ask: “How does 90¢

- our African population manage to sumxrc at all?

general mortality rate is a terrible reflection of
~ vation that afflicts the African papula;':.”i?'; :

| Recently the “Standard” published an article. w

stated that in certain garment factories in Sauth Africa
the native employees are caned for arriving late for work
and for other trivial misdemeanours. This is the sort of
‘barbarism and inhumanism that Mr. Strydom stood for.
‘Let us welcome his passing as a blessing on the world.

have difficulty in ob
of | finances, ??Ywnuldtaﬁmgm to
| attempt such a scheme under such

- | circumstances. -

Ume;rsuy ough

SALIBN!!

- q
t to be established near the collegc. To do

so now would be a considerable advantage to the college
students and would_ also relieve pressure on the other

universities. The

rt of the committee established to
| . investigate the questzan proposes that the umvcrsnty should

teach only some Stage I arts subjects at the beginning and

later as the 'l%)pulatmn of Hamilton increases
e committee also proposes that the univer-

full status,

sity at Hamilton should be administered as a “satellite”
of Auckland and should be dosely associated with the

trammg college.

Auckland, however, regardz this

scheme as an unwarranted use of
finance as Hamilton will for some

time have only a limited population

which hardly justifies the mmhﬁ&
ment of a university. Further, not

all training college students seck a
university education and it is esti-

mated that of the 350 Hamilton

Training College students only about

60 will enrol at the university. Of

that small number, the Auckland

report states that, judging by the
Ardmore Scheme, less £n

ss the exammatmns and most wzll
a bare 509%.

The whole scheme‘ is academ:call

| unsound as the training college st
| ents are not receiving a proper uni-
| versity education.

Moreover, since the

Rather the Training C‘:all

will benefit by university education
should be transferred to Ardmore,
where Stage I subjects are taught by
the University of Auckland.

If this scheme is impracticable
then the Auckland University report
suggests that the N.Z. University
should establish a competen

at which the
could enroii
Snp

q_enenee

College

jects taught. The a
quite low in standard an

ent of Education for attempt-
ing thag University development
on to

seem that a new university is un-
warranted

university if the present
-going to be'kept to a reasonable size

 of the
ents at Hamilton whn show that they-

t and
operly staffed extra-mural centre
T hiv Hamilton students
'~ was made to bmld new umvmna
the view of Auckland, CCESSAT
rdon referred to Vic’s ex-
with Palmerston North
. He said that out
of a mlI of over 300 only a few
took advantage of the Stage I sub-
pass is
“does not
seem to justify the m‘creaaed expense
per student, He criticised the De- ing in univer-

- sity affairs mthmxt suppart from
 Senate. Whatever the Government
College development.
Under the ciréumstances and also
as the University of Auckland had
its own difficulties to so!vt: it would
that H
. new umvemty thaz

this wm the m::ta-m ann@
ones an

Financially it is chaaper to en
large the present universities bur fo
academic reasons new universitie
sho -'%éﬂbeh buﬁt.m New %@ala.ntllm ufm
versi e are going to be fa
too large; A by 1972 wil
have over 9,000 fullwnme students
which far exceeds the optimum siz
ofa university which he estimated a
apﬁlmwtely 5,000.

th a university at Hamilto
will benefit only a few people a
present a start was necessary so tha
when the of university entranc
is reached, Hamilton will be able t
relieve the pressure on the other fou

" Dr. Gmnhapmmed out thay
university contributes much to t
social, cultural and educational lifs
peo 'le in that area and h
~ felt that of Hamiltor

J.havc a nght to this advantage.

Financially it is quite likely tha
the new university would use mone;
that was not amlable to the othe
universities.

Dr. Beeby pointed out that th
training college was not the reasas
far a new univ but that the i

number of students atten
ing universities would bog dows
Stage I classes unless some attemg

Whﬁfe thty _:_u.__.:_._ :.: * ':;5-15;.
He also referred to the difficu
of the Government if the Senate i
not support the scene for a univer

sity at P
with plans for a

htedness. If the c,; j_- o ent
éﬂ for a universi - then xt Wulr.
accused of interfering i

did it would be wrong unless the
Senate approved of the scheme,

He expressed his t with
Dr. Currie’s remarks and thought
amilton was the place for thE

VALE

It;smﬂx thatlhawmmamthmy?mﬂ
the last issue fm the year and the last that I have the

ish m mnvey my thanks to those wha‘}
duction or distribution of “Salient” at a any stage

" Your fext-book

Quite o number can

fhe futf" range af i‘......é
3 sold out fammrmiiyf wut
titles you require are here
you while bmwsmg thrw

Do You Want a Good Career ?

BECOME A

Applications from graduates are invited for the 1959
course at the Library School in Wellington, and are due
by 31st October, 1958. Students are given one year's
training for positions in Public, University and Spa:igl |

Libraries.

For further information write to the— o
Director, National l.;bmry Service, Prwam Bag, W&Hingt@n o

LIBRARIAN




ALIENT

The best thing about this meeting
as a very fine repurt tabled by the
dgeation Subcommittee {Convener
TER O'BRIEN). The report (o
?mw Council, 1958} gives an ex-
Jlent outline of some student prob-
ms. The Erinciple points  were
ade under the headings Accommo-
stion, Student Costs and Reorien-

dion of Upper Sixth Form Work,

\CCOMODATION

F{ﬂlaum studems, who depend on

wney earned in the long vacation,
nd any bursary they may hold, sel-
om pay less than £4/5/- a week for
seir board—&£160 in forty weeks.
‘arty-time. xtudants pay about £220

Acommodation may be four kinds
yomels, flats, private board and
vin There are about 182 hostel
udents, paying an average of £4
week, who can be sure of reason-

“swotting conditions. A further
00 pay that and more and cannot
e sure of good conditions at all.

The flat-dwellers are groups t,”f

our students and more, who pay

2 to £5 for roof and food, pBEABIENT

vhether eating in the town and caf.,, ~ T bl
. cooking their own meals. The;rg A his part o£ xhe r@oﬁ cantamed
wot conditions are pretty fair. ~ the practical suggestions about

Private board, on the other hand
my vary wolently in quality and
not provide swotting
-...n:-i--'!. ies. Landladies usually take
pretty good care of students board-
ng with them, but space may be re-
icted, and there may be any num-

or may

of children.

ﬁt&m free lodging.

The full-time student without bur-
ary with bills for books, clothes
occasional luxuries, fees, fares
- board totalling £310 at least.
The part-time student, paying extra
fares and board for his longer period
n Wellington will part out at least
A student receiving  the
HS.C. Bursary has his expenses cut
by £90. These figures, of course, do
w apply to Wellingtonians living
in, but a surprising number of Wel-
gton students leave home after a

e.

~ These figures suggest that most
out-of-town students must find at
least £220 during the vacation if
there is no financial help forthcom-
from parents.
at should be spent by students in
getting an adequate rest after Finals
and working on a programme of
background reading, must be spent
at hard physical labour. Not may
2. MUST be.

UTTLE JACK HORNER
| hfter the Exec had complimented

il

. O’Bricn on his report it turned

li{ thc Education Subcommittee’s
Mi!s to NZ.USA.

1' have said before and I will say
f in that Exec’s favourite dish is
Subcommittee Pie, into which it
ks its meddlesome fingers until
one wonders why it bothers to have
sbcommittees at all.

A subcommittee is an informed hod
da
p of specialists whose task is to

Yody set up by the Executive—a

@larify maters on which it has special
towledge for Exec’s benefit. Re-
s and recommendations from
hese groups should be with-
out discussion unless

with explicit Executive policy.
But no —hardly one suggestion

passes without envious fondling and

officious tinkering. Of seven Remits

from the Vic

ed after much discussion, and four
referred back to Vic. How our stud-
m Gﬁicers could care so much beats
1e. It was probably the time they
Wnecesaanly dn th

~ Finally, not all students who live  sC

OF A STUDENT YEAR

The very time -

ey conflict

ducatian Subcom- w
mittee to N.Z,U.S.A. three were pass- .t

secondary school curricula we have
seen for a long time. Victoria sug-

ested to N.Z.

rimary Teachers’ Association be

approached (dﬁn’i stop reading this
~1t picks uplater on) about re-
casting Upper Sixth work with a
v:ew to making it come closer in
and nature to university work.
imnm suggested:

{t) ‘That high-school students should
be taught to THINK about the
facts presemed to them, and be
given more time to pursue their
own studies outside formal
classes.

{ii) That students

- University work should be en-
couraged to do more work on
their own initiative and that

Mm should not invoke dis-

measures if set work

~isn’t dome. Revolutionary, but’

'*1t would do more than any-

thing to keep the misfits like
“Salient” reporter out of the
umvers:tles

“of -the
s St

smmr

dies wher
liver papers, hold open discus-
sions, etc.

{iv) That more emphasis should b::u'

placed on reading works outside
the set texts, to balance the nar-
rowness of examination curri-
cula

DECLINE

It seems that a
students were thinking

about the

demolishing of the Gym. So the

word went round thaﬁt pretty soon

‘we would all tear the dear old hor-

ror down. The night before it was

“to take place the committee made it
_ clear to everyboc
ﬁno suczﬁ thing.
. The rumour lmd at least 10  Hume because
latgnm nf tlm ht.:mr at the la&t meet- | Jul
ing ‘had saniethi’ng to do with the

' %Lhat we should do
ell, nearly every-

3tﬁ!‘t )
n a Saturday night in ]uly’ some

‘students. mhued and beat hell out

_of the walls and windows of the
) f)lar:e ‘Mr. Wilson says he would
like to see them. ~

It seems, too, that Mr. Wlison

 together with BARRY HUME and
- ex-President JOHN
them rvgs-mtn a sort of V: *-zi

MARCI—IANT

Apan from the fact that it seems

“somewhat risky to quiz members of

a small elected body like that, the
question arises — how - did Exec

people get Lved (howmrar 'm-

*-:émawly)mthu

~about it
J.S.A. that the Post-

' mnst

'BECK,

preparing for

committee of

""" REVELATION

PART FIVE: THE NEW TESTAMENT IN THE =
| 'LIGHT OF EXTERNAL EVIDENCE
~* In this installment of Revelation in the
to show the historical worth of the

tofrcferencestobcfoundmthc

writings of Christian, Jemsh and Pagan historan

Reason I propose
Testament in the ligh

{1) Nu

Evange
of Pope
Ignatius of Antioch

ous “texts from the

Clemmt (95 A.D.), Su
(107 A.D.), St

herd of Hermas (c. 150 A.D.), and
in the Teaching of the Twelve writ-

Association in place of
PETER (O’BRIEN. While they were

probably overdue anyway.

“in the letters became 2 Christ
130 AD,, 5&5*3 tlm M Gospels

Polycarp. of Smyrna (120 AD. I
also in the work entitled the Shep-

ob ?st Ift}hh, wnnng ‘about !33 k |
ten mmewhﬂm between 95 and 130
= .thrz Gospel of St. Mark was com-

was &&—@ﬁteﬁi as Secmtﬁry to the |
 Students’ A -'mchmg

_Exec very sensibly made | |
BERN{GE.% JENKS assistant to the | it
~ Secretary. The appointment was | U

written hy Apostles and '--tilmplcz
and were read at the meetings of
ﬂtmxam on Sunda?m B

explains the circumstances in which

d, and refers to a work by Et
I8

W, no dfmbt 1t_ being

eter m& Paul we
zstab};shmg t;ha
Aftﬁr their de-

gt;, whxlas
and
1 at Ramg

Of all new women members on |
Exec, Miss Jenks seems likely to be |

the mﬁst effective—1 don’t mean the | Later, Joh

- ELIZABETH | who | “
Anna  Russell”| pu

attatk, ‘would walk off with that | so

tule Nor do T mean the crunchiest |

m: E!‘E&Sﬁt‘&
with ° her

to choose from. At this particular |
time Mr. Nandan is the best possible

choice.  Mr.

Club for some
igh not a Plan student

the International
time. Thou

ing number czf Asxan and Sauth Seas

- gtudents can de- tio

samahod

ballis,
appointed Editors of “Capgi{:ade”*
Reports received from the Publica-

l;m% ,Gappicade = and  Procession

ees madewharﬁly any im-
sion. - More  reports from the

versity Council and the N.Z.

U 8.A. Council were received almost "
Yet despite the

without comment,
paucity of business the mmmg went

gall 10.35.
Exec. mﬁatm s are to

thm 10;' in

Mr.. Q’Bnﬁn s resignation,

Mr.

ng reassurance. . “Mr. - Chair-
m r&ply to that . . . er .

agm? 3:;‘; s -

Just as a matger of mterest we are
buying a Gestetner, |
JOHN GAMBY.

“"gﬁ@ﬂ A..)---- ud pagans, s
nimself he is recognised as a leader | o (died c. 200 A.D.) did not

by Galnmbn Plan students and is | (5
itative for the grow- | (4
Cin 37 AD., mentions ]
- named the Chr:st*’ and the a?ostlc
~James, “the brother of ]

V‘hts ewish Antiquities wntten &or&-ﬁ

Jalley and Gamb “the Chris : |
alsy, an amybﬁr&ﬂ'mthmfmmﬂhm Whowasem-'

0 nn later-
future, unless discus- |
_ sgnsxble e

. ‘when Mr. Dwy discovered | by the orde
~was chairman of the Inter- | bein
- Affain ffcmmltiﬁe, and | had
ered ‘aloud what it could pos- | Jame
s:ib y be. ’ﬁzem was an embarrassed | hig
sh, and an audible sigh of relief |
. Shaw was seen to raise his
Shaw leaned forward |

e Whﬂt" was Ehﬂt quﬁstmn - e L

| Jesus as

d reclined gn Hw &mg
| his Gospel during his

{3} Ten Mol o " ..

d'.

SHARON  ‘Granny  Smith” | against_ the heretic Marcion, abor
TH@MS‘N is all of that. 1 200 A.D., appeals to é;g atxthmit af |
Filling Mr. Davy’s place on the | the churches "auaf which aham
Men's Committee was mmmshmg!y spels since Apostol
casy with four consenting nominees | He spea

j {nhﬁ, and of tlaa dxmples Viar
Nandan, an Indian | _.
student from Fiji, has ben active in |

uke

(7) Heretics, such as Bamhddf

.uﬁsuﬁi& the genuineness of the

(8) Flavius jnsePhns, a Jew, born
esus, sur-

fter 70 AD.
f 9} ’T’amu&, ihe Raman h:smnan,'

cuted in -ign of Tiberius by
the procurator Pontius Pilate.”

(10} Suetonius and Pliny {who
Wmm a iﬁzter to the Em ror T i

;{li) Tlm ]&wmb re&em to j&sua, ’
to Hi& _“ac:m of m&r)r and to his

a ]W r:alled Iwzs, whu m:
i the Messias; that he accom-
- miracles and taught the
that ha was. put 10 deﬁﬂ)

was ima on. m
that a mmmumt:y af
: eﬂ 'IE lllllllllll :

from Rome: finally,

| that from N lero’s time onwards this
..... - sect gm 'é.a-=-: ‘bly,; nghipw _

'mdmsﬁ&mdyw-




STUDENTS UNDER FA

SALIEN

e

SCISM

The arrests which took place in Spain on 18 December,
1957, marked the beginning of a new campaign of repres-
sion throughout the country by General Francisco Franco.
In the days which followed the number of -arrested ex-
ceeded 200, including students and workers from Madrid,
Valencia and Zaragoza, all victims of the decision of
Franco’s government that the time had come to resume
their usual methods to eliminate attempts by the Spanish
people to express their discontent and misery and their
desire to see a more progressive and just political structure

in the country.

During January the anxiety of
students increased, for the mass
arrests were followed by lightning
and unexpetced swoops on indivi-
duals. The government had made
most of the arrests during the Christ-
mas holidays, hoping that the sea-
sonal cessation of classes would help
prevent acts of solidarity with the
arrested by the universities, and also
succeed in withholding news of the
events until its propaganda services
thought it safe to make them known.
It is easy to do this in a regime
which has absolute control of all
means of information.

TORTURE |
~ Despite these precautions, how-
ever, news began to filter into the
universities.. Those of us who were
still free spread the news of what
the police of the “Social brigade”
had been doing with our colleagues.
Some of them were being tortured
under interrogation, and although
the secrecy under which political
prisoners are dealt with in Spain
makes it difficult to report accur-
ately on this matter, if a survey
were to be made there is no doubt
that atrocious details would be un
covered. :
The events were met with out-
spoken indignation, especially in the
common room of the faculty of
philosophy and letters at the Univer-
sity of Madrid. This is the tradi-
tional meeting place of the most
active university students, where

politics, literature, science and art
are hotly disputed, far from the
classrooms where official knowledge
is imparted under the patronage of
the regime. Most of those arrested
were well known to the students and
highly esteemed. In those student
elections which are permitted, many
had been elected as delegates despite
a defamatory campaign against them
and personal threats. The most im-
portant of their claims had been for
an independent student congress,
with delegates elected directly by the
students themselves. The congress
was to be held outside the Sindicato
Espanol Universitario, which all
students rightly regard as a means of
control by the Government, and not
as a representative organisation.

DANGER .
I should point out that the con-

~stant action of government spies

makes it dangerous to have conver-
sations which, even indirectly, bear
upon political subjects. Despite this,
students have made common cause
with the arrested, and have at least
made clear their repugnance of the
government action—this is the ty
of attitude which the authorities
classify as “political activity.”

But this is absolutely unavoidable,
since government intervention makes
every university problem a political
affair. With only one student organi-
sation permitted, professors without
academic qualifications, all activities
curtailed, almost no social assistance

and the nega

nomy, the resolution of any univer-
sity problem goes beyond the purely
student in Spain. |
ANXIETY

watched to see if in their nervous-

information for the police. Their
frgedom of movement was nothing
more than an easy and discreet
method of control. We have proof
that students have been watched in
the streets by the police and in the
universities by agents of the OPUS
(a clerical organisation) and the
Falange.

Navarro, a .student of philosophy
and letters, and myself, a science
student, both from the University of
Madrid, decided to try to cross the
Pyrennees on foot to escape the net
of imprisonment and mﬁietary tri-
bunals which was being prepared for
us. (Under the Franco regime, any-
one who protests is a criminal, and
is judged not by a civil court but by
a military tribunal.) |

Hurriedly, and without telling
anyone of our plans, we made our
modest preparations. My friend had
a few savings and I had the money
for my lessons, and with this we
bought a map and a torch. We took
the train for Barcelona on Saturday,
18th January, which gave us a day
and a half before our absence from
the university would be noticed.

We travelled in different compart-
ments. On arrival at Guadalajara
the police examined my papers—and
said nothing. On Sunday morning
we arrived at Barcelona and after
buying a few essentials continued
towards Ripoll, a town 30 kilo-
metres from the French frontier, in
the heart of the Pyrennees. We told
the railway police that we were stud-
ents interested in visiti some
Roman relics which can be found in
the Catalonian mountains.

From Ripoll we tried to reach the
French frontier across the mountains.
We changed our clothes, abandoned
our bag and set out for the North.

At Camprodon, seven kilometre
from the frontier, we were obliges
to waste time visiting the Romm
bridge and the Monastery of Sa

Pedro in order to avert suspicion
- despite our anxiety and the necessity

Many students remained free dur- to g-'n’;[ to the frontier as quickly a:
ing these da}", but only to be poss1bIC.

As evening fell we began the lag

ness or anxiety to aid their arrested stage of our flight towards whg

colleagues they could provide more

would be our voluntary exile, if wy
had luck, and an aggravation of oy
situation if we failed. We had en
visaged arriving on French soil aboy
midnight, but the steepness of the
mountain, the strong wind, low tem
perature and falling snow made oy
progress so painful and difficult tha
at six in the morning we were stil
travelling. We were on a desolate
platcau when we saw, in the dept
of a va]lely beneath us, the lights o
houses. It took wus another fow
hours to descend the steep slope ang
reach the first French village, Lz
Preste.

Completely exhausted, we calle
at the first building we reached—
the village school. We explained ow
situation to the teacher, a young
woman, and received very friendly
assistance from her and from the
neighbours to whose house she dir
ected us. Afterwards we had ampl
rroof of French hospitality, partica
arly that of the Union National

‘des Etudiants de France and othe

organisations which have helped u«
alleviate the difficulties of nurgﬂile

MEMORY

Bpt in our present peaceful com
dition we cannot forget that in the
jail at Carabanchel there are 44 new
political evrisonem, most of ther
students. We ask all students not
forget them. Their fight is the figh
of all the Spanish people; they ant
not alone. The miners of Asturias
the workers of Catalonia and the
Basque country, and the students ol
Zaragoza, Madrid and Barcelons
have all attested to this by thei
recent strikes. We have %}ef;ak betl;lmg
us a people struggling to br e
hondsl:e agd one %ﬂ;rnie shall returr
to them.

Written by Antonio Lopez of

Y, o e

t,” pro-
Western J.S.C.
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INTERNATIONAL

After eighteen years of bloodshed,
Algeria was made legally an integral
part of metropolitan France in 1848,
with representation divided equally
(!) between the minority of French
settlers’ and the overwhelming re-
mainder of the population. By the
early twentieth century, the original
inhabitants had been forced back
into the barren hinterland, and the
only valuable land along the coast
had been expropriated by French
settlers. The fact that this process
went on side by side with increased
economic development and some in-
crease in social services such as medi-
cine, did little to allay the general
bitterness it provoked. :

Besides seizing the land, the
French settlers and authorities mani-
fested an ignorant contempt for the
indigenous social and cultural pat-
terns of Mosleth Algeria, and con-
ceitedly imposed their own patterns.
Traditional collective property rela-
tions were forcibly replaced by mod-
ern European private property re-
lations, and French was made the
official language. French political
theorists rationalized the official
treatment of Algeria with the doc-
trines of “assimilation” and France’s
“‘mission civilisatrice”—more arro-
gant versions of “Rule Britannia™
and “the white man’s burden”.

In the 1880's elementary education
was decreed to be compulsory in

ALGERIA A BAS

- Under Ottoman suzerainty since the sixteenth century,
Algeria was seized in a naked act of piratical imperialism
by the French in 1830. The team appointed by R.I.C. to
investigate on current student conditions in Algeria—an
Argentinian, a Swiss, and a Moroccan—were not able to
penetrate the borders of Algeria, but they were able to
document the past history of French repression in that
country entirely from French sources. The sentence with
which we opened the present paragraph is quoted as the
view of reputable French historians. .

Algeria, but the authorities limited
this to boys and to certain areas,
and failed to provide the facilities
for carrying out even this. In effect,
the education provided for Moslems
up till 1944 was “practically nil”,
Although constituting less than 10
per cent. of the total population in

1944, the French settlers provided:

well over half the children attend-
ing school.

backwardness in education
chiefly to “the lack of adapta-
tion of education to local con-
ditions, and the hostile attitude
of the scttlers to the proper
evolution of the indigenous
population.” The Jatter was ex-
erem:d in “the traditional be-
ief of the administration that
the education of the natives was
bound to fail because it was in-.

The attributes this
tended for who were
doomed a priori incapable of

m up to it.” In fact

an oﬁﬁ report in 1894 stated

baldly: “The Arabs are an in-
ferior race and cannot be edu-

cated.” .

In 1944, the French Committee
of National Liberation (the resist-
ance provisional government) set uP
a Commission to make pro $
on education in North Africa. As
a result, a system was established
with the decl);red aim of bringing
about “universal schooling in Algeria
in twenty years’ time.” would
have involved an additional 40,000
schoolrooms. '_

But ten years later, scarcely a
start had been made on the neces-
sary work. In 1954 the proportion
of Algerian children between 6 and
14 receiving schooling was 17 per
cent., as oggomd to 94 per cent. of
of Algerian children receiving sec-
ondary education is lower stilﬁ and
university education, lower again,
There was in 1956 one Algerian
university student to every 5,050
Algerians; and one European student
to every 175 European settlers.

This bias is not solely the result

=

continued on page
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ALIENT

UNGARY

STUDENT’S DEMANDS

The R.L.C. report on student conditions in Hungary
consists of 44 pages of tightly documented material. The
original team set up to make the report—a Sudanese, an

 Indonesian and a Dane—applied for visas to visit Hun-
~ gary, but had no success. In the end, most of the investi-
~ gation was done in Austria, Switzerland and London,

N

~ which means that the report must, of necessity, be unsatis-

~ factory in many respects. It was adopted without oppo-
- siion by the 7th International Student Congress at

© Nigeria last September.

‘The report reviews the history of
tudent conditions in Hungary since
Norld War II. Between 1945, when
‘he Nazis were expelled, and 1948-49
~hen the cold war got going, there
was a multi-party government® for
the first time in ﬁungarian history,
and the situation is described as
better than it had ever been—

-~ "A period of intensive academic
 work in the universities.L Scholars
 dismissed by the conservative gov-
 ernments and the shori-lived Nazi
 regime were re-appointed to their
| posts. A few brilliant communist
 ddeologists such as George Lukacs
- were also appointed. The univer-

sities now gave special facilities for

study to students of the working

‘and peasamt classes, and courses of
| instruction aimed at preparing them

for university work were arranged.

"The universities themselves were

“taking steps to provide higher edu-
cation for the worker and peasant
students.”
© From 1948 on began a policy of

encroachment on the universities by
the state, now in the sole effective
“hands of the Communist Party. Sta-
tutes were enacted placing on the
“gniversities an obligation to “provide
well-trained students faithful to our
People’s Republic with a thorough
‘Marxist-Leninist knowledge”, which
in practice meant yes-men of the
regime. “Marxism Leninism”, Na-
tional Defence, and Russian were
‘made compulsory subjects.

 The statutory requirement that the

.-,.%ildren of workers and peasants be
given precedence in admission and
advancement over students with

~ Russian at university, and
1'f.:'1:'th€' = : ilad

 eleventh-hour reforms, aimed at fore-
_ stalling the inevitable. Nagy’s Min-
ister of Education, the respected

was around these demands that the
demonstrations of 23 October, 1956,
were organized, and it was police
action against the demonstrators that
provoked the uprising of the follow-
ing weeks which unseated the Gov-
ernment and was put down in the
by Soviet military force.
sEeciesnee o

{ar Government, repr

in

e

1957, the government - was
by pressure of public op .‘
continue amendments to the law in
a liberalizing direction which had

segun about a month before the

beg

&

- Lukacs, was committed to sweeping

D improvements,

and even under

t- Kadar some of these were proceeded

on  with in the early months.

But it

It was not long before it became clear

- do so, and then to reverse the pro-

i

place where intellectuals |
off .steam), and the Writers' Union,
formulating .demands for reform. It

of official discrimination. The Re-
port quotes an authoritative publica-
tion to the effect that “Coming from
an environment that is often poor
and bereft of culture, many young
‘Moslems start their schooling at an
older age. . . . They are not
assisted 1n their studies by their par-
ents’ advice, they do not have the
benefit of any tradition of culture
S50 precious to young minds, and
lastly, most of them are obliged to
earn a living without delay.”
- Official neglect is compounded for
in some small measure by Moslem
private schools which are small but
of high academic standard.
. With the advent of the War of
Independence in Algeria in Novem-
ber, 1954, even this small instalment
of popular education was disrupted.
Moslem private schools were sub-
jected to police control and finally
closed as being “centres of rebel-
lion™.
~ The team responsible for the Re-
port | igated the constant allega-
French authorities that
lists have made a prac-
ce of destroying schools, especially
outlying areas. It appears that
the only cases where this has in
fact occurred, the schools were be-
used as barracks for French
ps and that prior warnings were

~ that comp 3
ism” was restored in the medical

~of prescribin
- been remove
~and resumed by the State.

that it was the Government’s inten-
tion to slow down the pace of these
changes as soon as it was safe to

cess completely.
By January, it was announced
' “Marxism-Lenin-

schools, and that the general power
prescribing courses of study had
from the universities

“It is clear,” says the report, “that

- during this period a real measure of
~ academic freedom was fought for by
~ the university community and pro-
mised by the authorities. The kind
~of demands made, and the strength
~with which they were made, indi-

cate clearly the degree of repression
that existed, and the fierceness of

the opposition secretly harboured

by the entire university community.”
But promises of freedom and auto-
nomy were doomed to remain un-

~fulfilled.

Arrvests of students and university
teachers who had participated in the
uprising commenced almost as soon
as Kadar took power, and the de-
mands that these people should be
released. Assurances given by the

TUDENT REVOLT

given to the local villagers.
" The team could find “strictly

my of the university, nor
ed “certain facts which af-
ement of these principles.”
[hese facts point to discrim-
ination against Algerian students
in examinations at every level,
and especially against students
who have shown sympathy for
the independence cause. For
example, a decree of the moder-
ate Mollet Government in early
1956 authorising the recruiting
of Algerian graduates to fill up
to 50 per cent. of positions in
- the Algerian administration, was
~ met by such violent demonstra-
~ tions from near-fascist groups of
settler students, that it was
A French professor at the Uni-
versity of Algiers, Andre Mandouze,
who had shown sympathy for the
rebels, was subjected to disgraceful
indignities including personal vio-
lence at the hands of settler stu-
dents in March, 1956, Demands
from the same quarter that Man-
deuze be sacked, resulted in his
transfer to Strasbourg University.
The Dean of the Algiers Law Fac-

. no violation of

ulty, Professor Pere;gia, wﬁo had

publicly protested against the exe- |

cution of a young Algerian nation-
alist, became a target of so much
persecution that he was forced to

‘hese events have been condemn-
ed by the French National Union
of Students as “intolerable”. Yet
similar acts of violence were being

| gerpetrated at the same time against

\Igerian students studying in metro-
politan France. One incident took
place %zx _ January, '1356, when a
group ot right-wing students attempt-
ed by force to break up a meeﬁg
of French colonial students call

to discuss the Algerian situation.

Considerable damage was done to

- the property of a trade union in

whose premises the meeting was be-
ng held. This incident at Mont-
pellier was parallelled by others in
‘oulouse, Bordeaux, Lyon, and

_ Colonial students have always
found difficulty in obtaining accom-
modation in France. On top of this

nifestation of racial prejudice,
Igerian  students have been sub-

'd to close police surveillance
ice  the  “emergency” in

. nd sion began evidence was ﬁxpla%ned'by the Hun-
croups  whose demands had pre- garian authorities in December as
ipitated the crisis. Up till March,
government was forced,
on, to

 DEMANDS FOR REFORM

crisis came to a head. Campulgol:y ~versity <

s

 came widespread

~ keep aloo
~attitude . . . and if the

ing before October, 1956. .

‘are being arrested an
for political reasons. . . . Discrimina-

authorities in January that students
who had been arrested had been

freed again, were followed by the

arrest-en bloc of the entire Revo-
lutionary  Students Committee of
Budapest and many others who had
been active in the groups which had
formulated the QOctober demands