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The Crisis and You




The Crisis and You






The universities have been in the news for quite some time now. The local newspapers, who cannot be called enthusiasts for higher learning, have represented the problem mainly in terms of one of its symptoms: the need to pay higher salaries to staff. They have ignored the more important aspects.



Below we publish an article elaborating the subject by 
Professor L. H. Palmier, associate professor of Asian studies and chairman of the V.U.W. branch of the Association of University Teachers of N.Z.



The world at large has discovered that university education is a good thing. In consequence, the university rolls are swelling fast, faster even than the populations are growing.



Universities depend on their teachers.



To attract some at least of the best brains (nothing else really matters) to teach growing numbers of students, governments have given large increases of salary. British salaries have risen by a fifth, Australian by a sixth.



New Zealand has stayed put.



Obviously, more posts and higher salaries overseas threaten the New Zealand universities. In addition, student numbers here are certain to rise for some considerable time ahead. This means that if New Zealand is to staff her universities, she must fork out more in salaries.



This is so obvious that it cannot be denied.


Even if entrance were made much more rigorous, student numbers would still increase, and more staff would be needed.


Those who have to make the decision, however, drag up all the conceivable objections which can justify Inaction. They say, for instance, that the matching of overseas bids would mean that some senior civil servants would be paid less than full professors.


The only answer to this, of course, is "Dear, dear, and tut tut. If there is something wrong with that, why can't you raise the salaries of the senior civil servants. God knows they deserve it."


To which the answer comes, of course, "Oh, the Public Service Associations will then demand increases for all its members."


So it goes on, in an endless drone. In the meanwhile, of course, what suffers is the community's mind (which the universities alone constitute).







Invalid


In many other countries the present ratio of one staff member to every 19 students would raise doubts as to the validity of the claim to be a university.


Unfortunately the ratio threatens to get worse as student numbers grow and 
staff numbers limp behind. 
The sufferers will be you.



The university teachers will leave for greener pastures; they will grow old, retire or die. You, in your successive generations, will remain.


The teachers who will be prepared to work here on low wages may in some cases have special reasons, but most will simply be unable to qualify as university teachers outside New Zealand.


Unfortunately for you the universities, 
and the qualifications you get from them, will be judged by the quality of their staffs.







Inquiry


Much is now expected of the Committee of Inquiry now about to look into the universities of the country. The Senate and the various Councils, the national and local A.U.T., as well as the Department of Education, are in labour, producing submissions.


It is doubtful if an advisory body such as the Committee can instil a will into the government and community which is not there in the first place. Indeed, past events do not encourage hope.



The last similar body, the Reichel-Tate Committee of 1925, made many recommendations which, if they had guided subsequent policy, would have saved us from our present desperate straits. But its Report was pigeon-holed and matters steadily got worse.


Whether matters improve does not rest with Committees, however eminent, but with 
the citizens of this country, particularly those most affected, you 
yourselves.


There are, after all, some 14,000 students in this country, as against 
only 760 university teachers. Whether you ever get proper university education, or just go on getting one-to-nineteen or worse, depends on you.




[image: "Universities must keep abreast of the times," says Sabrina.]
[Photo. Barry Durrant, "The Dominion"

"Universities must keep abreast of the times," says 
Sabrina.
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Salient Editorial







Salient 
Editorial





Give us the Facts



The Commission of Inquiry into University Education is here. No one will envy the eminent gentlemen their task after years of seemingly unorganised striving towards the goal of higher education but all will wish them well.



We have already commented on a prior occasion on the quality of the chairman, Sir David Hughes Parry, Mr. G. C. Andrew and Dr. R. W. Harman, it behoves us only to welcome them.



For weeks now universities, teachers and students have been amassing data to justify cases for the committee's deliberation.



The pity of it all it, at least in the case of the students, much of the work has been done by instinct. If the Commission does nothing else it has highlighted the fact that student records have not been as well kept as one would imagine.



Victoria's own student education sub-committee has been specially up against it. The previous executive seemed to have not realised the urgency of amassing data, and Miss Jane Fogg and her fellow workers have had a hard row to hoe to get everything ready in time.



As they fought against time they discovered simple information, such as the position of student accommodation, that should have been readily at hand, demanded a great deal of research, some of which has been of necessity sketchy.



They have attempted, we hope with some success, to wipe up the spilt milk. We urgently press the executive to do something now to ensure it is not there to be cried over again.



We are not expert statisticians or sociologists, but we are sure such people could help the association in setting up a proper data recording system, easy to keep up to date, and readily available in cases such as this.



In exec's consideration of streamlining the organisation this should be a major consideration.



Instinct may be right, it may be wrong but generally students aren't round long enough to find out and somebody else suffers, as the next generation may, or may not, discover.







Parting Shots



One becomes rather attached to one's creation, however malformed and maladjusted and when the time comes for parting it is hard to say goodbye.



But what a wonderful opportunity it presents for parting salvos, such as why do people sit around and mope about the dominance of the religious societies and do nothing to pull their own socks up?



Why do so few take an interest, and often only an interest, in the work of even fewer? Why does it take sweeping allegations from a Hampton, and we will remember him if not with affection with a certain bond of sympathy, to arouse the ire of even a section of the masses?



We knew before we started we wouldn't beat the universal apathy. We can only hope we dented it. We freely admit we used some rough methods—exec. got more of a shakeup than ii deserved—or did it? They thought so and they are all honourable men and women.



Much of what we hoped for has not been achieved and in retrospect we have only ourselves to blame. Still it would have been a help if some of those common common-room types who thought university was all lectures, chess and cards could have put their moans in writing instead of boring their neighbours, and sent them in for publication.



It is hoped the enthusiasm (sic and !!) that the Student Union Building will arouse (even this year hasn't dulled our optimism,) will strengthen the students' conscience and make them pull the finger.



We all seem to be too used to getting our oysters all ready opened to be even interested in examining their structure. Our angry young men for the main part are an ineffectual lot and our beatniks hit an irregular and uncertain rhythm.



But for all this we have enjoyed ourselves and we hope you have, at least occasionally, enjoyed having us around.



We didn't expect to make you think—after all this is an institution of higher thinking on a plane removed—we hoped we amused. Didn't circuses mark the collapse of Rome?


—
C.B.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

Give us the Facts





Give us the Facts



The Commission of Inquiry into University Education is here. No one will envy the eminent gentlemen their task after years of seemingly unorganised striving towards the goal of higher education but all will wish them well.



We have already commented on a prior occasion on the quality of the chairman, Sir David Hughes Parry, Mr. G. C. Andrew and Dr. R. W. Harman, it behoves us only to welcome them.



For weeks now universities, teachers and students have been amassing data to justify cases for the committee's deliberation.



The pity of it all it, at least in the case of the students, much of the work has been done by instinct. If the Commission does nothing else it has highlighted the fact that student records have not been as well kept as one would imagine.



Victoria's own student education sub-committee has been specially up against it. The previous executive seemed to have not realised the urgency of amassing data, and Miss Jane Fogg and her fellow workers have had a hard row to hoe to get everything ready in time.



As they fought against time they discovered simple information, such as the position of student accommodation, that should have been readily at hand, demanded a great deal of research, some of which has been of necessity sketchy.



They have attempted, we hope with some success, to wipe up the spilt milk. We urgently press the executive to do something now to ensure it is not there to be cried over again.



We are not expert statisticians or sociologists, but we are sure such people could help the association in setting up a proper data recording system, easy to keep up to date, and readily available in cases such as this.



In exec's consideration of streamlining the organisation this should be a major consideration.



Instinct may be right, it may be wrong but generally students aren't round long enough to find out and somebody else suffers, as the next generation may, or may not, discover.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

Parting Shots





Parting Shots



One becomes rather attached to one's creation, however malformed and maladjusted and when the time comes for parting it is hard to say goodbye.



But what a wonderful opportunity it presents for parting salvos, such as why do people sit around and mope about the dominance of the religious societies and do nothing to pull their own socks up?



Why do so few take an interest, and often only an interest, in the work of even fewer? Why does it take sweeping allegations from a Hampton, and we will remember him if not with affection with a certain bond of sympathy, to arouse the ire of even a section of the masses?



We knew before we started we wouldn't beat the universal apathy. We can only hope we dented it. We freely admit we used some rough methods—exec. got more of a shakeup than ii deserved—or did it? They thought so and they are all honourable men and women.



Much of what we hoped for has not been achieved and in retrospect we have only ourselves to blame. Still it would have been a help if some of those common common-room types who thought university was all lectures, chess and cards could have put their moans in writing instead of boring their neighbours, and sent them in for publication.



It is hoped the enthusiasm (sic and !!) that the Student Union Building will arouse (even this year hasn't dulled our optimism,) will strengthen the students' conscience and make them pull the finger.



We all seem to be too used to getting our oysters all ready opened to be even interested in examining their structure. Our angry young men for the main part are an ineffectual lot and our beatniks hit an irregular and uncertain rhythm.
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Student Irresponsibility




There is no getting away from the fact that there are many students at this university who should not be here at all; some because they are not up to the standard academically; others because they behave like schoolboys—and pretty irresponsible ones at that.



The common common-room is very often in a deplorable state—paper and food are scattered about, tables are marked, chairs are dirty, with torn covers, and some are broken. And yet all this furniture is comparatively new—not two years old.


Much of this might be put down to thoughtlessness, but a more significant piece of vandalism is the fact that, quite regularly, the pieces of soap in the men's lavatory are pushed down the overflows from which it is impossible to recover them.


At the time of the craze of telephone-box cramming, "Room to Rattle," a correspondent of The Dominion, suggested that these persons see how many of their brains they could cram into a match-box.



The soap-crammers should try a similar experiment.
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"Bug Houses"


The pseudonyms of letter-writers are not the only things here that are afflicted with a deadly samenes. Every New Zealand city has its "Majestic," "Regent," "Roxy," "Plaza," 
"Embassy," "Princess," and "State" (does the popularity of the last have any unconscious political significance?) Wouldn't it be refreshing to find an honest man who would call his cinema " The Bug House"?


The cinemas might have the excuse that they are places where one can escape to a great extent from the harsh realities of ordinary life, and that a name redolent of luxury helps to foster the illusion.


The hotels can hardly have the same excuse, yet we constantly come across Railway Hotels, Grand Hotels, and hotels with pointless geographical names—Central, Western, Northern. English pubs rejoice in a great variety of names; a little more imagination here would be welcome.


—
Russell Price.
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"
Pro Bono..."


Shortly before he left New Zealand, the last conductor of the National Orchestra, Mr James Robertson, deplored the number of unsigned letters in our newspapers. I think it would be fair to say that five out of six letters in the Wellington dailies are pseudonymous. In a paper like The Times all letters are signed.


Defenders of anonymity point out that the absence of a name does not affect the truth or validity of the points made, and that the worth of signed letters is likely to be gauged by the identity of the writer. Where the letters are stating an argument, it is true, the absence of a name does not invalidate the argument, but it is a sad commentary on the rationality of the community if a majority judge a letter by its author.


However, most letters do not present an argument at all, but dogmatically state a point of view, or make complaints and protests. Thus we have " Ex-Labour" denouncing the Government and vowing that he will never vote Labour again.


How is the reader to know whether the writer ever voted Labour in his life?


Or that the letter was not manufactured by the newspaper? No! Save in exceptional circumstances, a person should have the courage to put his name to his letter—especially if he is making a criticism.


And how the same pseudonyms turn up again and again! "Pro Bono Publico," "Observer," "Citizen." How superior they are! How they reek of complacency and sanctimony!




[image: Higher education in a primary-producing country—up a tree.]
Higher education in a primary-producing country—up a tree.
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Arts Festival—
Page 3


Hosts Hold Shield






Otago, by an eight-point margin, won the fifteenth New Zealand University Winter Tournament. Otago have now won the winter tournament shield for the seventh time in the recorded history of this event.




Final shield points were:—





	
Otago University

	
54





	
Canterbury University

	
46





	
Auckland University

	
35





	
Victoria University

	
21





	
Lincoln College

	
10





	
Massey College

	
2










Fencing Tied




"The fencing this year was of a good standard ... and showed that some serious work had been done in preparation for tournament."




This was the opinion expressed by Peter Hampton, sole selector for the N.Z.I. fencing team, and was endorsed by all those present at the Agricultural Hall.



It was not a sweeping victory for the winning teams (C.U. and V.U. being placed first equal), as each event was closely contested, with the result usually resting on one point.


Of the 
Canterbury team Mery Sharfe (C.U. and N.Z.U. Blue) was in good form winning all his bouts in the sabre and his lightning style and never-failing sense of humour made him one of the most attractive and popular players in the event.


The 
Victoria team fenced consistently but they did not possess an outstanding player in the men's section. The strength of their women's team lay mainly in the brilliant fencing of Mrs. Lee Pomeroy, a left-hander, and winner of the women's individual pool.



Sun Chau, Otago, showed throughout a beautiful display of classical fencing.



The Auckland team, last in this section, did not do well through youth and inexperience but they fought with spirit.






N.Z.U. Versus Otago


In the men's pool, the universities team winning by 9 bouts to 7. Mery Sharfe's fencing was, as ever, remarkable for speed and dexterity. The standard of fencing was excellent throughout and there was some brilliant play seen. The Otago-Southland team won the women's pool by 10 bouts to 6. Their greater experience in fencing proved to be the deciding factor.




[image: An incident in the Soccer section of the 1959 Winter Tournament.]
An incident in the Soccer section of the 1959 Winter Tournament.
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Otago, by an eight-point margin, won the fifteenth New Zealand University Winter Tournament. Otago have now won the winter tournament shield for the seventh time in the recorded history of this event.




Final shield points were:—





	
Otago University

	
54





	
Canterbury University

	
46





	
Auckland University

	
35





	
Victoria University

	
21





	
Lincoln College

	
10





	
Massey College

	
2
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"The fencing this year was of a good standard ... and showed that some serious work had been done in preparation for tournament."




This was the opinion expressed by Peter Hampton, sole selector for the N.Z.I. fencing team, and was endorsed by all those present at the Agricultural Hall.



It was not a sweeping victory for the winning teams (C.U. and V.U. being placed first equal), as each event was closely contested, with the result usually resting on one point.


Of the 
Canterbury team Mery Sharfe (C.U. and N.Z.U. Blue) was in good form winning all his bouts in the sabre and his lightning style and never-failing sense of humour made him one of the most attractive and popular players in the event.


The 
Victoria team fenced consistently but they did not possess an outstanding player in the men's section. The strength of their women's team lay mainly in the brilliant fencing of Mrs. Lee Pomeroy, a left-hander, and winner of the women's individual pool.



Sun Chau, Otago, showed throughout a beautiful display of classical fencing.



The Auckland team, last in this section, did not do well through youth and inexperience but they fought with spirit.
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In the men's pool, the universities team winning by 9 bouts to 7. Mery Sharfe's fencing was, as ever, remarkable for speed and dexterity. The standard of fencing was excellent throughout and there was some brilliant play seen. The Otago-Southland team won the women's pool by 10 bouts to 6. Their greater experience in fencing proved to be the deciding factor.
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Badminton

	Miss Hopkinson (C.U.), Lee Tuck Chew (O.U.).





	
Indoor Basketball

	Men: J. Edmond (O.U.). Women: Miss J. N. Johnson (A.U.).





	
Cross-country

	A. Murray (O.U.).





	
Fencing

	Miss D. Fussell (V.U.W.), R. J. Bining (V.U.W.), M. Sharfe (C.U.).





	
Hockey

	Men: J. Cullen (O.U.), B. Maun-sell (O.U.). Women: Miss Y. Richardson (C.U.).





	
Small-bore Rifle Shooting

	J. C. Ruddick (V.U.W.), T. Stock (C.U.), P. Collins (C.U.).





Blues for soccer and boxing have been withheld for further consideration.
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Auckland Girls Win



The women's indoor basketball proved a triumph for the team from Auckland, which was unbeaten. Otago were second, and Canterbury third.


Auckland kept up a vigorous and confident attack in all their games, and the captain. Judy Johnson, at centre, played extremely well to earn the captaincy of the N.Z.U. team. M. Moi Moi was very accurate in her shooting, and along with P. V. Kania and R. E. Miller, made the N.Z.U. team.


The Otago team, although they lost to Auckland, proved better than the teams from Canterbury and Victoria. L. Orbell and J. Morgan were the two outstanding players in the O.U. team and won selection for the N.Z.U team as did their team-mates M. Sharpies and K. Vial.


Canterbury and Victoria, with their weak and unco-ordinated attack, could not measure up to the pace of the top teams.
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In the shooting, five men in each team shot six cards each over two days, and only the four top scores in each team were counted.



Canterbury, winners of the I.C.I. Shield by four points, found it hard to distinguish between their five crack marksmen.



Phil Collins dropped only one point and seven inners in the Shield contest, and Peter Stock, dropped one point and only four inners but was penalised for shooting on the wrong target, and the team won with 2390-215 out of a possible of 2400-240. Both Collins and Stock deserved their N.Z.U Blues with scores of 799-71 and 798-72 respectively out of a possible of 800-80.


Victoria, whose J. Ruddick (with 799-62) was awarded a N.Z.U. Blue, were second with 2386-184.







Otago Disappointment


Otago, hot favourites with two N.Z.U. Blues and two other experienced shooters, were disappointing.


The outstanding performance was that of Fresher Ian Craig, who notched a 598-54—2 points and 6 inners down—to be selected for the S.I. and then the N.Z.U. team.


Denis Middleton, an N.Z.U. man, after dropping four points in three cards, recorded altogether in Tournament six possibles.





Council News—page 2









[image: More Sport—page 4 New Zealand University Student Press Council]












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

[Introduction]






In the shooting, five men in each team shot six cards each over two days, and only the four top scores in each team were counted.



Canterbury, winners of the I.C.I. Shield by four points, found it hard to distinguish between their five crack marksmen.



Phil Collins dropped only one point and seven inners in the Shield contest, and Peter Stock, dropped one point and only four inners but was penalised for shooting on the wrong target, and the team won with 2390-215 out of a possible of 2400-240. Both Collins and Stock deserved their N.Z.U Blues with scores of 799-71 and 798-72 respectively out of a possible of 800-80.


Victoria, whose J. Ruddick (with 799-62) was awarded a N.Z.U. Blue, were second with 2386-184.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

Otago Disappointment





Otago Disappointment


Otago, hot favourites with two N.Z.U. Blues and two other experienced shooters, were disappointing.


The outstanding performance was that of Fresher Ian Craig, who notched a 598-54—2 points and 6 inners down—to be selected for the S.I. and then the N.Z.U. team.


Denis Middleton, an N.Z.U. man, after dropping four points in three cards, recorded altogether in Tournament six possibles.





Council News—page 2











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

[advert]






[image: More Sport—page 4 New Zealand University Student Press Council]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

Students say... — No To Rugby Tour







Students say...


No To Rugby Tour






All motions on the All Black question, tabled at a meeting of Resident Executive, were put before Council and were passed, suffering only slight modifications.



The motions had been drafted by Lincoln College and presented to the Executive in Wellington in July, after which they were laid upon the table until August Council.




The motions affirmed that N.Z.U.S.A. "strongly protests at the decision of the New Zealand Rugby Football Union to exclude Maori players on racial grounds from selection for the All Black team to tour South Africa in 1960, and strongly urges them to reconsider their decision".



"That the N.Z.U.S.A., whose membership includes Maori, Pakeha and Asian students, affirms its belief in the principle of racial equality, and considers that, if Maori players are not to be eligible for the All Black team to tour South Africa and, if selected, cannot be assured of equal treatment while on tour, the tour should be abandoned."






C.A.C. Initiative


A policy statement, drafted by Lincoln College and adopted by N.Z.U.S.A. said in part:


". . . The knowledge of racial conditions in South Africa and the consequent desire to protect the Maori players who might have been selected from unpleasant experiences . . . are not ground for the departure from the principle of racial equality. The onus must be left with South Africa, and if Maori players cannot be accepted or treated alike with Pakeha players, then the tour should be abandoned.






Courtesy no Argument


". . . This is less a matter of trying to interfere with the internal affairs of South Africa than of upholding racial equality here in New Zealand. Nor can it be validly argued that New Zealand should, out of courtesy, accept the invitation to send an All Black team. To accept ... an invitation with implied (even if self-imposed) restrictions on New Zealand's right to select its national representative team on merit alone ... is to apply racial discrimination in our own country and this cannot be tolerated."






Multi-racial Community


"The New Zealand student community is multi-racial . . . New Zealand students have welcomed in their midst Colombo Plan and other students from South East Asia, the South Pacific, and from as far afield as the West Indies, and they are valued and respected members of the student community."




N.Z.U.S.A. "from both a national and an International viewpoint . . . takes its stand, along with so many other organisations and individuals, in a protest against racial discrimination in the selection of the All Black team to tour South Africa in 1960, and calls upon the New Zealand Rugby Football Union to reverse its decision."



The resolutions passed, and the policy statement are to be sent to the Members of Parliament concerned with Maori Affairs, the New Zealand Broadcasting Service, International Student Headquarters, and the National Union of South African Students.


Copies will also be sent to the New Zealand University Rugby Football Union, and the University Rugby football clubs, along with the request that they dis-associate themselves from the N.Z.R.F.U.
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About the Campus




Multifarious Activities




Auckland's student population now stands at 3,940—1,743 full-time students and 2,197 part-time, according to the report of the A.U. Students' Association.



A.U.'s Capping Week was again successful, with about 18,000 Capping Books being sold.



"In general, Capping with all its multifarious activities, seems to be getting larger and more business-like every year. Fortunately, owing to the increase in the student roll, the Students' Association no longer has to depend to such a great extent on a profit from its activities."


Both the Government and the University authorities appear determined to use the valuable four-acre Government House grounds as "a sort of breathing space for students and staff. Professor Matthew, of Edinburgh University, recently appointed Consultant Architect, is at present conferring with the University authorities and the architects on a new block plan.


A committee of staff and students is to investigate the establishment of a non-profit bookshop in the University grounds to stock set books and advanced texts.






Book Shop





"Import restrictions and steady loss of money since the shop opened in February, 1958, have caused the manager of the U.B.S. to close last July," the Canterbury report said. "Personal approaches to M.P.'s and a petition to the Minister concerned signed by over 1,000 students failed to bring any relief."




The new C.U. Engineering School will be in operation by 1960. Sketch plans for the Science Block are almost complete. The building, expected to cost about £2,250,000, will not be in use before 1966-67. Next year students will pay 25/- each towards the building fund. It is hoped that about £1,500 will be obtained from Capping profits for the fund, which will be invested in securities.


By the end of the third term approximately 1,500 students will have had a general "check-up"—twice last year's number. The scheme this year will cost approximately £2,100, of which the Government will pay £1,700, the University Council £200, and the C.U.S.A. £200.






'Critic' & Culture




Several changes in the O.U. Constitution have been ratified.



These include the definition of "misconduct", the widening of the powers of the Exectuive to deal with this, alterations in the rules as regards rebates on Student Association fees, and increasing the annual subscription of the Association from the present three guineas to four pounds fifteen shillings. The new Student Union building is expected to be ready at the beginning of 1960.



Intellectual activities around Otago University have perhaps been stimulated by the presence of the Arts Festival, and will certainly benefit from the new Union building.


"We are very fortunate in having Ian Cross here this year under the auspices of the Robert Burns Fellowship. He is making very real contribution to the cultural life of the University."


Sales of "Critic", the University newspaper, are booming. The possibility of making "Critic" pay for itself through increased advertising is at present being explored.


N.Z.U.S.A. President B. V. Galvin commented: "Otago is to be congratulated on 'Critic'. It is certainly the best balanced student paper I have ever seen."






Apathy at Victoria




A movement is afoot at Victoria to implement a portfolio system, along the lines of those of other Associations, states the report of Victoria. So far, despite three general meetings being called, the Students' Association has not yet succeeded in achieving a quorum.



Victoria's new Student Union Building, scheduled for completion in mid 1960, is now half completed. As yet, details of finance and control are to be finalised.




[image: Photo of E. A. Woodfield]

Mr. E. A. Woodfield. vice-president of N.Z.U.S.A., who has been elected as leader of a three-man delegation 
to the Asian Regional Co-operation 
Seminar to be held early in 1960. Mr. D. B. Kenderdine, President 
of N.Z.U.S.P.C., and Mr. M. A. Pickering, vice-president of N.Z.U.S.A., are the remaining members of the delegation.
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"With so much uncertainty I think we should leave the invitation for someone to hold a second N.Z.U. Arts Festival on the books," said N.Z.U.S.A. President B. V. Galvin in opening discussion on several remits from Otago on the question of the second Arts Festival.



The first of these remits, namely, "that A.U. be asked to run Arts Festival during the first week of the August vacation 1960," brought the statement from Auckland delegate, Owen Miller, that "at the moment we can see very little point in this. We have our own Arts Festival which uses University talent. A university festival doesn't strike a very necessary note."






No Billets


Much of the discussion on this topic revolved around the difficulties of providing billets for Arts Festival participants especially where the Arts Festival coincided with Tournament.


A conclusion was not reached and President Galvin and the meeting decided to await the results of discussions on the local level which Resident Executive would circulate.
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"Many elements are working underground in New Zealand with an aim to doing overseas students dis-service," stated Mr. Fhahid Mohammed, a representative of the Council of International Clubs, when putting the case for N.Z.U.S.A. affiliation at Winter Council.



"If precautions were taken, the Council would be carried to its ultimate aim. Many people who applied to board students did not specify whether or not overseas students would be accepted.



"Affiliation could contribute to a better goodwill relationship, and students would have a much better insight into student affairs in New Zealand and would go back to their respective countries better informed on student affairs."





Massey Agricultural College Executives report on page 4
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On the first night of the Drama Festival, two modern controversial plays were produced. They were Jacques, Or, Obedience", by Eugene Ionesco, and "Endgame", by Samuel Beckett. The judge, Patric Carey 
[
unclear: ommended] Auckland and Victoria respectively on their choice of theatre.






With or Without Jackets?




Jacques, played by Simon Hart, wants his fiancee to have three noses, but execrates potatoes in their jackets. The erotic dialogue between him and the tri-nasal Roberta (Margaret Blaylock) is characteristic of the 
play's emotive content, conveyed by words, meaningless normally, but which derive meaning from their sound and give the audience a phonetic impression of heightened emotions.



Simon Hart, as Jacques, had a small speaking part, but played it well, giving 
[
unclear: good] support to Margaret Blaylock, who 
[
unclear: andled] her part sincerely. Her invita
[
unclear: ion] to love was particularly well pre
[
unclear: sented], despite Ionesco's difficult style. 
[
unclear: Producer] Gabriel Prendergast is to be 
[
unclear: congratulated] on his courageous and 
[
unclear: intelligent] production.






Nobody Comes




"Endgame", by one of this century's most controversial playwrights, the author of "Waiting for Godot", Samuel Beckett, was presented by a cast from the Victoria University of Wellington, under Producer Bob Kerr.




Endgame is a most unusual play. It has no plot, and is set in a room bricked in on every side. The principal character is blind and cannot move from his wheelchair. He keeps his parents in rubbish bins, and is looked after by his son, the only mobile member of the cast.



Endgame is horrifying theatre, but interest is maintained by clever use of comic and sentimental dialogue.


Beckett writes plays of the spirit, of "man's inhumanity to man," and in 
Endgame he depicts the end of the world. Although life for Beckett is disillusionment, the play does not end without a ray of hope.


Michael Hattaway gave a good inter-preation of Clov, showing depth and sincerity in his acting. John Trotter as Hamm, the blind central figure of the play, gave an excellent performance, displaying good verbal dexterity within his lines.


The adjudicator criticised the production on two points, the use of continuous background music, impinging on the action of the play, and the obscure lighting used. He thought that the production was incomplete and not concise, but all credit is due to Victoria for their ambitious choice of play.






"Annoyance in the Theatre"




Canterbury University's "The Inca of Perusalem", written by G. B. Shaw and produced by Murray H. Alford, was 
presented on the second night of the Drama Festival. It was in complete contrast to the previous night's productions. When first produced, this play was not well received, owing to the author's frank treatment of totalitarianism and democracy.



The adjudicator said, however, that "annoyance was essential in the theatre." Shaw's great command of English prose made good acting material, and pace was essential. He felt that the Canter-bury cast had achieved only a one dimensional pace, with no variety within the lines.



The whole play needed more care and 
a closer study of the context, and Mr. Carey was critical of the lighting effects.


The production was redeemed by the sincerity and characterisation of Barbara Jones' performance as Ermyntrude. Aileen Payner, as the Princess, and Max Hickey, as the Inca, played their parts capably.






The Wild Colonial Boys




Noel Coward's scintillating comedy "Hands Across the Sea" was presented by Otago University under Producer Michael Gill.



The dialogue is witty and brilliant, and makes great demands on the actors in both pace and timing. Its difficulty lies in the integration of two sets of conversation, and in maintaining action on the stage. The Otago cast overcame these difficulties admirably.


Helen Aldridge gave an excellent performance and was ably supported by Yvonne Looney as the forthright Clare Wedderburn. The general impression was of a polished performance.
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[
unclear: Producer] Gabriel Prendergast is to be 
[
unclear: congratulated] on his courageous and 
[
unclear: intelligent] production.
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Nobody Comes




Nobody Comes




"Endgame", by one of this century's most controversial playwrights, the author of "Waiting for Godot", Samuel Beckett, was presented by a cast from the Victoria University of Wellington, under Producer Bob Kerr.




Endgame is a most unusual play. It has no plot, and is set in a room bricked in on every side. The principal character is blind and cannot move from his wheelchair. He keeps his parents in rubbish bins, and is looked after by his son, the only mobile member of the cast.



Endgame is horrifying theatre, but interest is maintained by clever use of comic and sentimental dialogue.


Beckett writes plays of the spirit, of "man's inhumanity to man," and in 
Endgame he depicts the end of the world. Although life for Beckett is disillusionment, the play does not end without a ray of hope.


Michael Hattaway gave a good inter-preation of Clov, showing depth and sincerity in his acting. John Trotter as Hamm, the blind central figure of the play, gave an excellent performance, displaying good verbal dexterity within his lines.


The adjudicator criticised the production on two points, the use of continuous background music, impinging on the action of the play, and the obscure lighting used. He thought that the production was incomplete and not concise, but all credit is due to Victoria for their ambitious choice of play.
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"Annoyance in the Theatre"




"Annoyance in the Theatre"




Canterbury University's "The Inca of Perusalem", written by G. B. Shaw and produced by Murray H. Alford, was 
presented on the second night of the Drama Festival. It was in complete contrast to the previous night's productions. When first produced, this play was not well received, owing to the author's frank treatment of totalitarianism and democracy.



The adjudicator said, however, that "annoyance was essential in the theatre." Shaw's great command of English prose made good acting material, and pace was essential. He felt that the Canter-bury cast had achieved only a one dimensional pace, with no variety within the lines.



The whole play needed more care and 
a closer study of the context, and Mr. Carey was critical of the lighting effects.


The production was redeemed by the sincerity and characterisation of Barbara Jones' performance as Ermyntrude. Aileen Payner, as the Princess, and Max Hickey, as the Inca, played their parts capably.
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The Wild Colonial Boys




The Wild Colonial Boys




Noel Coward's scintillating comedy "Hands Across the Sea" was presented by Otago University under Producer Michael Gill.



The dialogue is witty and brilliant, and makes great demands on the actors in both pace and timing. Its difficulty lies in the integration of two sets of conversation, and in maintaining action on the stage. The Otago cast overcame these difficulties admirably.


Helen Aldridge gave an excellent performance and was ably supported by Yvonne Looney as the forthright Clare Wedderburn. The general impression was of a polished performance.
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Oratory Weak




Oratory Weak





"An oration must be more than just a good public speech," said Mr. J. S. D. More, one of the contest's three judges. "The orator must move his audience so that they wish to practise what he has preached or held up for their admiration."




"Within this definition there was only one orator in the contest" and that was Mr. K. Melvin, Auckland's No. 1 speaker. Mr. Melvin chose Lord Rutherford of Nelson and spoke with quiet persuasiveness and confidence on this famous New Zealander.


Mr. B. Gufstafson, also of Auckland, was placed second and Miss Merle Boyle of Victoria third.




[image: Photo of a skier]

"The jump", one of the entries submitted by E. Pinney (Lincoln) in the Photography section of the Arts Festival. Mr. Pinney won all sections of the contest, and merited the only two Honour Awards made.
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Decadent Drama — Modern Language Plays




Decadent Drama


Modern Language Plays






Victoria with a French play and Otago with a German play were the only two participants in the Modern Languages section of the Arts Festival. A large audience watched the double performance in Allen Hall on Monday, 17th August.



Victoria's production was Armand Salacrou's 
La Marguerite. A modern play, it is not regarded as one of Salacrou's important works and is not particularly rich in dramatic content.


The production of the play was technically inadequate and unimaginative and it was clear that more preparation could have gone into the production on the part of both the cast and the producer (Tom Goddard). The only member of the cast who played with conviction was Eve Bohmer in the title role.



She succeeded in changing her mood from laughter to tears and was impressive as the tragic woman torn by the conflict of past and present love. When the curtain fell she left the audience with an impression of optimism and it is this impression that Salacrou intended to convey.






"A Mail Comes to Germany"


Otago were much more audacious in the choice of their production 
Draussen vor der Tur by Wolfgan Borchert, a modern play and very characteristic of the bitter despondent theatre which the decadence of Europe has been producing since the war.



It is the story of the misfit in modern society—the repatriated soldier who feels lost in the ungrateful world of peace which rejects him as so much war surplus.


This is not an original theme, but Borchert's treatment of it is and it is noteworthy that the play was written in 1947 at which time the ideas it contains were strikingly new.


The play revolves around the central figure of Beckmann, and the success of the production was due in a large measure to the acting of Rudolf Hehenberger. Unfortunately, his tendency to speak too quickly detracted from some passages where a more ponderous delivery would have been effective.


On the whole, 
Draussen vor der Tur, although scarcely an entertainment, was presented in a manner stimulating to the intellect and Otago are to be congratulated on their daring in choosing so difficult a play and in attaining a production of a generally high standard which reproduced faithfully the heightened dramatic and emotional content of the play and the author's anger at society.
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Literature Promising



In view of the fragmentary and sporadic nature of creative writing among students in New Zealand, this function proved valuable in bringing together student writers and giving them an opportunity to see and discuss each other's work. The literary section of the Arts Festival took the form of a public reading of works by student authors, followed by informal discussion.


The short stories entered were lacking in polish and technique, some were even confused and internally inconsistent but in general they showed promise. Short stories read were: 
Sometimes We Forget, by Colin Linn of Otago; 
A Summer's Night, by Renato Amato; and 
The Swell, by Antigone Kefala both of Victoria; and 
Cry of the Blackbird by Denis Taylor of Auckland.


The verse was less promising but evidenced considerable thought and awareness of the English language.
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Tournament Highlight



Points shared in Men's Basketball


Honours went to Otago and Lincoln, who were first equal with 4 wins and a loss each. The games which proved most exciting were those in which Victoria played Auckland, Canterbury and Lincoln. In the Victoria versus Canterbury game the score was 40 all at full time, and after extra time had been played Victoria scored 6 points from three field goals. In their game against Lincoln the score just before full time stood at 33-32 in Victoria's favour, but Spilker rescued the game for Lincoln with a long shot. With only one minute to go the spectators were on their toes shouting encouragement as Victoria unsuccessfully tried to regain their one point lead.



Lincoln provided the interest for many of the games played. Their team was well co-ordinated and possessed excellent shooting ability.


Outstanding players for the team were D. Ellison and W. Spilker, and R. Ball who gained a place in the N.Z.U. team.



Auckland had a team of which greater things were expected, but lack of ball control and innacurate shooting lost them many points.


The 
Canterbury team was unfortunate in not filling second place. In all the games they played with the top teams they lost only by very narrow margins.


The 
Victoria team had excellent speed and combined well but they lacked drive in their attacks which was the main cause of their two defeats.


The persistent attacking of B. Dawkins earned him a place in the N.Z.U. team.
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Chess — Otago Grand Masters





Chess


Otago Grand Masters


Otago won first place in the chess, in spite of the defeat of their star player, and Otago and South Island Champion, by F. Hutchings of Canterbury, Final points: Otago 16, first; Canterbury 14½, second; Auckland and Victoria 11½ each, third equal. The N.Z.U. team played well to inflict on Otago its first defeat since 1952.
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Badminton — N.Z.U. Outplayed





Badminton


N.Z.U. Outplayed





"The Otago team is good," said Mr. Robson, N.Z. and N.Z.U. selector for the Otago versus N.Z.U. match held on August 19. "I do not predict anything wonderful," he continued, "but N.Z.U. will certainly have to put on a good show."




In the women's doubles G. Hopkinson and M. Edwards (both C.U.) put up a wonderful battle against Misses Hay and Lennie of Otago. The N.Z.U. partnership lost the first set but came back to win the second and third.


In the men's doubles Otago won the first set easily and the second set 15-14 after being 6-14 down. Lee Tuck Chew (O.U.) won his singles set in his normal first-class style. He was in a class of his own with fluent stroking, perfect court control and a devastating smash. R. Dunn (C.U.) also put on a sterling performance to win easily against Hinton of Otago. But on the whole the N.Z.U. team was outclassed and showed fatigue. 
Of the teams . . .



Auckland were not at full strength this year.



Canterbury, winners of the badminton competition, played well from the beginning. It was their second consecutive win and four of their players made the N.Z.U. team.



All eyes were on Miss Hopkinson, who has been chosen to play for New Zealand.


From 
Victoria Chiang See-Tong and Miss R. Garland were chosen for N.Z.U.



Massey did not win any of their games but showed a good sporting spirit.


Mr. Robson, New Zealand selector, had nothing but praise for the 
Otago team. Lee, was the outstanding player, and Misses J. Hawksworth and J. Lee-Smith won all but one of their doubles.




[image: Photo of P. F. Menzies]

Mr. P. F. Menzies, President C.U., junior N.Z.U.S.A. delegate to the 10th International Student Conference. The senior delegate is to be Mr. A. W. Young, Hon. Vice-president, N.Z.U.S.A.
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Massey and the Law




Unsympathetic press reports of Massey's Capping Week caused a public outcry, according to the Massey report. The antagonism arose chiefly from editorials in both the local newspapers and received further fuel after some people took exception to a rather hot Capping Book. "The newspapers seemed to regard the sale of 15,000 of the magazines as a national crisis in the fight against juvenile delinquency," states the report.



The issue took on a serious note when a legal indictment was to be levelled at the Executive, but this was dropped after a warning.


The success of "Revue" and the more complimentary Press coverage did much to regain ground last earlier in the week.



"After a change in the Constitution last year, the Lincoln Executive is now composed of four office-bearers and six committee men," said the C.A.C.S.A. report. These committee men are re-voted for on a straight popular vote, with the proviso that one member must be a degree member, one a diploma member, and one member from any other course in the college.


The advantage of the present set-up is that members on the whole have a longer experience of College life, while it also ensures that the major groups within the college are represented.


The Students' Association elections were held at the beginning of July. Eighty-five per cent, of the student population voted.
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Soccer... — Northern Supremacy





Soccer...


Northern Supremacy




Massey and Auckland dominated the soccer. They met in the first round and it was in this game that the best soccer of the tournament was seen. Although ground conditions were very poor, both teams played a fast open game. Auckland maintained a slight superiority throughout the game to win by two goals to nil.



R. Sue, playing very aggressive football, gave Massey's goalkeeper (I. Whittaker) little respite and scored Auckland's two goals, one of which was from a penalty.


Canterbury, definitely the superior team, had little trouble in beating the Otago team by 6 goals to 2. K. Drew scored three of Canterbury's goals, while S. Ferilonger and A. Middleburg also found the back of the net. Otago's two goals were scored by B. Fergus.


Massey and Auckland both won their games against Victoria and Otago comfortably, the scores being 4-1 and 7-3 respectively. Victoria, a weaker team because of injuries, suffered defeats to the other teams by large scores, and on Wednesday it had to default to Otago.


Canterbury turned on a surprise to defeat Massey 6-3, with Drew and Whitehead playing an attacking game. A. Aziz was a valuable asset to the Massey team.


The N.Z.U. team, playing an Otago B team, managed to hold the game to a draw—2 all. The N.Z.U. players were undoubtedly feeling the strain of three days of football, but played well.




[image: Photo of women's hockey]

The Australian women's hockey team, after starting slowly and trailing two goals, put on a fine display and won convincingly. The final score was 6-3.
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Hard Play in Hockey




Hard Play in Hockey


Otago's win in this sphere of the Tournament was their fourth in succession.


The disadvantage of playing two hard games within a few hours of each other proved to be too great for the O.U. team when they played the Australian Universities team to lose 6-3. This game was one of the Tournament highlights.


The Otago provincial women's hockey team had a good 3-0 win over N.Z.U. The half-time score was 2-0. N.Z.U. shaped well in the forwards but play though open and fast tended to become scrappy.


In the first half the strong attacking by the N.Z.U. forwards was held up by a determined Otago defence. In the second half Otago were playing back strongly and N.Z.U. seldom got near their opponents' goal.




Printed by the Disabled Servicemen's Leasue, 21 Lloyd St. Wellington.
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[advert]






[image: Do You Want a Good Career? Become a Librarian Applications from graduates are invited for the 1960 course at the Library School in Wellington, and are due by 31st October, 1959. Students are given one year's training for positions in Public, University and Special Libraries. For further information, write to the . . . Director, National Library Service, Private Bag, Wellington.]
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Debating Council Dented







Debating Council Dented





Who knows exactly what is happening to the proposed debating tour? N.Z.U.S.A. is a little woolly about it all, so is the executive of V.U.W., and it is doubtful if the Debating Council or Victoria University debating club are much better off.


N.Z.U.S.A. had a letter from Warwick Dent, Victoria. Mr Dent's letter explained that the U.S. Embassy had been favourably impressed by the proposal to send an N.Z.U. debating team to tour the United States, and Council had been understood to support the tour in principle.


So the tour had been confirmed with the Embassy although finance had not been arranged. Postponement was then suggested as the necessary £800 could not be obtained.


The Embassy was not impressed with the messing around, suggested a tour of debaters in 1960 and another in 1961.







VIC. Approve


The Victoria debating society referred this to V.U.W. exec. which approved sending a team to fulfil the obligation.


Mr Dent says that funds will be found for both tours. Victoria debaters Dent and Thomas will be sent in 1960, and other universities may have a say in the selection for the following year.



His letter finished with accusations against N.Z.U.S.A. Council for passing a motion against him.


N.Z.U.S.A. looked a bit helpless in the face of this.


Mr Galvin denied the accusation and V.U.W. president John Hercus announced that Victoria would like the matter cleared up.


Res. exec. decided to send a letter to the Debating Council asking their views on Dent's letter.
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In and Out?





In and Out?



Judo has been included in winter tournament on a three year trial basis as from Winter Tournament 1960. The Boxing Council have been asked to show, before Easter 1960, reason why boxing should not be deleted from tournament. O.U. were the only full team and the only other entrants Lincoln and Auckland had teams of persons who seemed "to want to go to tournament."




[image: Art Festival]
Art Festival
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Success




Success


While the fencers may have won half a trophy the harriers were the only team to bring home a trophy. The harriers in an outstanding team effort won the Shackleford Cup (for North Island teams) and took, second place to Canterbury in the Dixon Trophy (the major cup).


The Tomahawk course was new to most N.Z.U. harriers and presented plenty of variety, in surface and scenery. The surface ranged from beach to road and thence to mud. The Otago boys assured us that the conditions were remarkably good—the feeling was that we would hate to see them bad.


Alistair Murray (O.U.) set a cracking pace from the start and by half way had established a lead of over a minute on the rest of the field.


A bunch followed Alistair containing the leading runners from each team. At the back of this group was Ian McCausland (7th in the junior nationals) from Vic. The first of the hills saw significant changes and Ian gradually moved up through the field as did Gordon Wyatt of Canterbury.


To those who do not know Ian's style of running his start was unconvincing, but I can only say it is the end that counts, he finished third behind Murray and Wyatt.



Credit must go to the Vic. and Canterbury teams for running as teams, the others seemed to have a few individuals who ran as such and no medium runners to back them up.



The race was notable in that the first six places were filled by chaps from each of the colleges and universities.



The Vic. boys were most surprised and disappointed in the Massey team which had beaten them earlier this season at Paekakariki.



While Alistair Murray may have got an N.Z.U. Blue, we, of course, also filled the last two places. I trust these two enjoyed the dinner afterwards.


—C.P.
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Red Carpet for N.Z.U.S.A




Red Carpet for N.Z.U.S.A.






Maybe it was a mere passing whim which prompted Massey rep. Peter O'Brien to sweep out the N.Z.U.S.A. meeting room when the Resident Executive met last.



Anyway, the clean red carpet, along with the posters and the supper, were the bright spots during the following three dull hours.



While president 
Bernie Galvin was absent for the first three-quarters of an hour, Auckland rep. 
Ted Woodfield chaired the meeting, dealt swiftly with international affairs.


Mr Galvin arrived, leafed through the minutes of the August N.Z.U.SA. council meeting and had them ratified speedily, 
David Stone (Lincoln) being absent for a short time.




Few clues were dropped about N.Z.U.S.A's submissions to the Education Commission. Students are to seek substantial increases in the amounts spent on bursaries annually and to press for changes in the accommodation situation, especially concerning residential halls within the universities.







Once More Into the Breach . . .


Two motions on the Maori-All Black question were presented by Mr Stone in General Business. First was a motion that copies of the Citizens' All Black Tour Association petition be sent to constituent colleges for signing.




The petition protests at racial discrimination and demands the tour be abandoned if equality is not ensured.



"We have made our stand and this is one way of making practical implementation," Mr Stone said.


The motion was passed after Mr Galvin changed the wording to make signing a suggestion and not a directive.




Mr Stone's second motion was not passed—a letter should be sent from N.Z.U.S.A. to C.O.S.E.C., he said, "informing secretariat of the decision of the New Zealand Rugby Football Union and the circumstances pertaining to that decision.



"Informing the secretariat of the reaction of students, resolutions passed . . . requesting that all national unions be circularised, and expressions of solidarity with N.Z.U.S.A. policy be sent to the football union, the Prime Minister, and the Leader of the Opposition."



After being informed by the secretary, 
Brian Shaw, that C.O.S.E.C. and other national unions did not have such an elastic framework as N.Z.U.S.A., so that such matters would not concern them, Mr Stone said he believed there would be overwhelming support.


Mr Galvin vacated the chair to explain that this was a principal decision which could only be made by Council.


"You are asking us to go into a specific issue. Council policy must be referred to the constituent organisations."


Retorted Mr Stone: "Mr Galvin can always find procedural or pseudo-constitutional reasons to hang his arguments on."



He withdrew the remark on Mr Woodfield's request.


A motion was passed, moved by Mr Galvin, that the contents of the motion be forwarded to the constituent colleges.
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Remember Wasisto?




N.Z.U.S.A. received a nice letter from Wasisto, our South-East Asian scholar who was at Auckland in 1957.




From Gadja Mada University, Indonesia, he writes that he is the only one among 10,000 students there with an M.Sc. degree and so is much in demand.


He has a heavy teaching schedule and is on curricula committees. His main work has been the completing of the Mathematics department at the university, and as a junior member of the department has had "much responsibility and is getting ahead fast."



"New Zealand is a wonderful place to come to live and to study," says Wasisto.


Res. exec. was happy to receive the letter. Wasisto's cap and gown has been ready for the last 18 months; now it can be sent to him.
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Common Room Library




It is proposed to form a Student Library, composed of books of interest to students, such as Spike. Cappicade, 
Salient, Experiment. Student and others.



At present, difficulty is being found in obtaining back numbers of such magazines for the library.


Any student who wishes to help could leave magazines at the Executive Office for permanent binding and subsequent placing in the Library. The success of this scheme depends primarily on the co-operation of students. Please help us to make the Common Room a more interesting place!


—
R. G. Ward, Chairman, House Committee.
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Pen Friends



There have been several inquiries from overseas students concerning pen friends. Letters from these students may be seen at the executive office. Any students requiring pen friends can obtain letters from the office secretary.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

[advert]






[image: STATISTICS have proved that ONE out of every TEN SUCCESSFUL MEN reads BOOKS MODERN BOOKS Co-operative, 48a Manners St, Wellington]
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Drink More, Dance Less




"Eet coats seexpence to see the beeg breedge in Seedney"—The pronunciation of "i's" caused a lot of amusement when the Australian university hockey girls visited Wellington during their recent tour of New Zealand.



"We had afternoon toy in that smouky den you call the caf," said one of the girls when I asked a group for impressions of New Zealand and Wellington in particular. They found Wellington cold and windy but were most impressed with the new science block.


After a trip around Wellington by night they said the views were "wonderful" and could not think of anything to compare them with but the wind "on what's that you call it—Mount Victoria, would nearly blow you into the middle of next week."


Wellington was enchanting, and more like a city than Auckland which gave the impression of an Australian backwoods town.


New Zealand parties are much the same as those in Australia except there is perhaps more drink here and certainly less dancing.


They could not reconcile themselves to the way the boys stand in a corner for the first hour of any party and talk about—wait for it—
rugby!


Wellington shops and fashions compare favourably with Melbourne and are certainly far ahead of any they saw elsewhere in New Zealand.


The Weir boys are the same as "men students anywhere."


Wellington's harbour is not as interesting as Auckland's but the surroundings are prettier.


Of life in general they said the prices of luxuries seemed very high in New Zealand but essentials appeared reasonable. They found Australians were held in high esteem and thought perhaps it was the carm of the unknown.


Sydney and Melbourne have the same city conflict they saw between Wellington and Auckland. They were most amused by the North-South rivalry and were always afraid fists would fly.


To them Tournament was just Tournament—they wished that they could have the same in Australia instead of just a series of separate inter-varsity sporting fixtures—except of course they say the term "varsity" is not used in Melbourne. Shop, and Uni are more common.


When asked their impressions of various items, they answered:


"Class distinction—not as extreme as in Australia. The slums are not as bad here though the good houses are not as good.


Males—courteous, better dancers. They drink as well, sing as well but their clothes are too conservative.


Trains—reasonable and comfortable, and not as cold as Australian ones. (They travelled first class).


Buses—comfortable and good, especially in the cities.


Cable Car—"priceless," a museum piece.


Wellington trams—"prehistoric," worse than Sydney's ever were.


Wellington streets—good on the hole.


Girls—Auckland: typical country bumpkins; Wellington: more sophisticated; South Island: charming.


Football—Drive you crazy; Sports Post, nutty.


The only condition they gave me these opinions was that I did not publish them till they had left Auckland on the return journey!


—D.S.C.
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Youth Peace Gathering 
Divides Down the Middle






For the first time in the history of the so-called World Festival of Youth and Students for Peace and Friendship this fete took place in a non-communist country, Vienna, the capital of neutral Austria, from June 26 to August 4 of this year.



More than 17,000 youths from 112 countries attended.


Besides these 17,000, who had come to Vienna to take part in the festival, there were also over a thousand in Vienna, who refused to take part in the festival.


This paradoxical situation is explained by the pre-history of the Vienna festival. According to the custom practised until now, an invitation of the youth and student organisations of the host country is the proper thing for the meeting which takes place every two years. This invitation was lacking in Austria, however, when the International Preparatory Committee chose Vienna and the Austrian government gave its consent for reasons of foreign policy.




Within the student and youth organisations of Austria it was then decided to do something against the propaganda spectacle.



"We are against the Communist festival," the work community "Junges Leben" confirmed, "because this festival is trying to hide bloody oppression under the mantle of a meeting of a dancing and singing youth, because Austrian youth is against having our neutral Austria and our beloved Vienna misused as a facade for the Communist camouflage fete, and because Austrian youth condemns the horrible oppression and bloody persecution of belief by Communism ..."








Counter Attraction


When the original plan to prevent the festival's being carried out in Vienna proved to be impossible, the view that the festival was excellently suited for the meeting with great numbers of young people from the East Bloc and under-developed countries, to enlighten them about the true character of the festival, and to give them a picture of the ideas and way of life of youth in western countries gained favour.


Thus the so-called "Guest Programme" came about.


Austria's Federal Youth Ring and the Austrian National Union of Students invited youth organisations from the Western World, above all from West Germany, to work together with them towards this goal. The result was at the end a many-sided and successful "Guest Programme."


For example, rides in special buses to the Hungarian border were arranged, to give a picture of the reality of the Iron Curtain by letting the participants see the barbed-wire fences.




In big Jazz concerts in Vienna's Music Hall, Ella Fitzgerald, "The First Lady of Jazz," did a counterpoint to the folklore fostered predominantly by the festival, and in various Viennese cinemas "uncensored films" were running, among them Orwell's ing in East Germany in 1953 and the Hungarian revolution of 1956.



In 11 so-called Information booths, little modern wooden barracks, as well as in a co-operative exhibition, "Austria's Youth Introduces Itself," the festival participants could supply themselves with information material and various printed matter.


Meanwhile, the sponsors of the festival limited themselves in their programme pretty exactly to the set-up of the Sixth World Festival in Moscow. Here, as there, there was no end to daily culture programmes, gala evenings, friendship meetings, and seminars in the International Student Club. Whereas in previous festivals the capitals of the East-Bloc countries always offered a lively and harmonious side-scene, this resonance was sorely lacking in non-communist and neutral Vienna.


To be sure good numbers of curious Viennese stood on the kerbstones of Ring Street as the great parade went by. But the incessant shouts of "peace and friendship" received only an occasional echo, especially wherever groups of the communist Free Austrian Youth had gathered.







Called off



The festival disintegrated into countless single meetings, at which the sponsors and the delegations often remained "1984" and "Animal Farm" and film strips on the uprisamong themselves. At times an event had to be completely called off because not enough spectators had appeared. More than once it happened that non-conformist visitors were not granted admission or that western publications, student newspapers, etc. were torn from the hands of participants and destroyed.


The success of the festival and that of the "Guest Programme" is oppositely estimated, naturally, by the two sides.




[image: Photo of youth peace gathering]

Western and eastern participants often came together in front of the information centres of the non-communist Austrian youth organisations for lively discussions, in which citizens of Vienna also took part.
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[image: I'M GLAD YOU CAME RIGHT IN TO SEE ME, HOWARD I LIKE A STUDENT WHO KNOWS HIS OWN WORTH. NOW ITS JUST A THIS UNIVERSITY IS THE RIGHT SPOT FOR YOU TO REALISE THAT WORTH WE APPRECIATE STUDENT WHO CRITICISE OUR DE- MENT. AND A STUDENT STRIDES IN HERE AND DEMANDS BETTER LEFTED.]







[image: WHO INSISTS THAT MS SHOULD BE ON SYLLABUS- THATS A HAPPY STUDENT WARD NOW, PERHAPS YOU'D BE HAPPIER SOME WHERE ELES. BUT THAT'S YOUR DECISION TO MAKE TAKE ALL THE TIME YOU LIKE. I'LL JUST GO ON MARKING THESE PAPERS.]
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A Discussion of the Crimes Bill



Law and the Homosexual






Just a couple of weeks ago Professor A. L. Goodhart, an eminent English jurist of American background, breezed into Wellington to have a look at what he considered to be the most judicially progressive country in the British Commonwealth.



Particularly was he impressed with the proposed new Crimes Bill. He was feted by lawyers as befitted his position, and listened to with respect.


Now these same lawyers, faced with some rather sweeping progress in the Bill are claiming they haven't had sufficient time to consider it, and suggesting Attorney-General Mason doesn't know what he is doing, and indirectly that Professor Goodhart doesn't know what he is talking about.


And the principal cause of all the houha? Not as one might think the severer penalties for some crimes (and there might be good grounds to be concerned about that), but the move toward separating morals from Criminal Law.




The Bill suggests the practice of homosexuality between consenting male adults should no longer be considered an offence against the State; suddenly everyone is up in arms.



Perhaps we shouldn't "shed tears for queers" as a current writer in "The Statesman" suggests; but surely this rather-hard-to-understand practice is of concern to the people involved, and perhaps the Church, if they belong to one and no one else.







Shocking


One Wellington lawyer is reported in the "Evening Post" as being shocked at the leniency. Inevitably he points out that once homosexual acts were hanging offences and seems to suggest they should still be.


The argument seemed to be that the act was unnatural (he presumably being an arbiter of nature as well as law) and abominable, which many may think it is—but is it criminal?




Recently the Wolfeden report was presented to the House of Commons alter months of research into all aspects of so-called vice. One of the recommendations was to free the law regarding consenting adults. The House was beset with much the same trouble as we seemed to be faced with here, and nothing has been done.



Mr Mason has denied this report had any influence on his decision. Why we don't know, for it makes eminent backing to his case. Perhaps, though it seems unlikely, he has come to the decision by sheer force of logic. This is a matter of justice not prejudice.







Alternative?


What is the alternative? At present an offender may or may not get adequate psychiatric treatment. But anyway, he will be sent to prison where he will mix with more of his unfortunate friends.


The criminality seems to lie in that he is different, but then so is the celibate priest and he is lauded (though how the celibacy can be considered a natural state except arbitrarily is a moot question).




What is even more ludicrous is that the Lesbian, "the female" counterpart, by law does not exist and therefore presumably escapes hanging.



The homosexual who encourages others into the life, assaults young children and generally upsets the liberty of the individual is no less a blot than the rapist.


But the maladjusted who keeps to himself and his own kind isn't doing harm to anybody except himself and surely that's his business.


—
Polemic.
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Calculus



Twenty-eight Maths II students had a most interesting lecture on Tuesday—in one of the lifts in the science block. When lifts are Installed in a University they ought to realise that a little notice "maximum load 30 persons" is useless and what should be done is a simple computation on cubic content.
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Death to Unity


New Zealand is perhaps lucky in its National Student set-up, we think of the University of New Zealand though it may be only a flimsy body and therefore N.Z.U.S.A. falls naturally into place.


Not so Australia where interstate rivalry is far more pronounced than anything we know in New Zealand. The National Union of Australian University Students (N.U.A.U.S.) of course also suffers from the great distances involved in travelling between the universities.


"Farrago" (Melbourne) reports: "The Melbourne S.R.C. (Student Representative Council) has made the first steps to bring pressure on the National Union of Australian University Students.


These moves have been designed as a constructive attempt to make N.U.A.S.U. workable.


They further comment that they consider Queensland's, action in seceding from N.U.A.S.U. rash, and consider that the loss of Melbourne "would mean the virtual collapse of the Union."


They consider that N.U.A.U.S. is desirable, it should be limited to Education and International affairs, the executive should be reduced to three with in addition a paid non-voting general secretary and that the Travel Department be disbanded.


This would virtually mean the end of 
Any co-operation for our travel and exchange scheme—not that New Zealand has ever been satisfied with the arrangements in Australia anyway.


The moral—N.Z.U.S.A. is not such a bad thing after all, unity is strength.


—C.P.




[image: In Training]
In Training
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Is Psychology Good Science?






Goethe: "There 
is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action." O'Conner: "Only hypocrites and neurotics take Psychology seriously."



Psychology is not a science, and the reason that it is not a science is psychologists are not scientists.



This is reflected in its history, which shows no teleology, no "creative evolution," as every other science has. But unfortunately there are far too many people today—pillars of society—who do not understand psychology and are therefore afraid of it, and this, it seems, is just the situation the psychologists desire.



The public is seduced by their patronising manner, by their engineered metality, by their ten-thousand shibboleths, and their prattling "well-adjusted" minds.


Under their direction people pursue "real" living, against public and family shams; altruism is deplored because "subconsciously" the motive may be (and therefore, is) selfish, and all the while an eccentric figure with a goatee looks over our shoulders and in the succulence of wet jams, describes to us the terrible and deep things that lie dormant in the human psyche.


Long words by the gross are churned out by the universities, school-children are branded with I.Q. numbers stigmatizing them for life, brains are dissected into a thousand pieces, pigeons peck endlessly at coloured discs, white rats gallop down endless corridors, sentences stick out of mouths like splinters of shattered granite, steam escaping, taps dripping—the emotional flow has become staccato.




An explosion would be a relief, but Psychology is not going to explode into a world of new ideas—it is going to solidify into a formalistic dogma.



There is only one decision any honest psychologist can make at this stage, and that is to screw up the old ideas, put a line through all the jargon, head up a clean sheet, and start again.


However, in order to cure the patient, and in this case the doctor, we must first understand the disease, and this article is an endeavour in that direction.







Symptoms


It is hard to know where to start, perhaps the most obvious flaws (especially with the lecturers at Victoria) occur in the mathematical field; graphs are drawn without axes ("this is learning," says the lecturer and sloshes a great curve of white across the blackboard) or, if that luxury is allowed, they are very rarely labelled!


More generally, we may assert no facet of personality can be assessed quantitatively, for reasons that will appear later. But does this worry the psychologist ?—not a bit.


In order to introduce "mathematical accuracy" into his results, he simply rates them on seven-point or 100-point scales.




(One lecturer at Victoria, who shall be nameless, thought that marking essays out of 10 was unrealistic. His solution: the essays were marked A, B, C, D, E, and each letter was extended to plus or minus—A minus distinct from B plus—giving in effect a 15-point scale).



It may be objected that the exact sciences also use this idea (e.g. cloud-cover is rated on an eight-point scale) but we cannot permit the analogy since a physicist's ratings may always be verified if required, albeit in a more laborious way, but anything in the way of verification of strictly subjective ratings such as maturity or intelligence using another, more general system, is impossible.


We cannot even permit definitions using statistics, e.g. "intelligence"—"A general factor entering all abilities", because (a) The 
relative ability of the candidate depends on the particular test used to measure that ability, and (b) The units of abilities (i.e. the "spreads" in frequency vs. ability curves) are completely arbitrary.







No Justification


There is not even justification for saying psychological factors fall into normal curves—the tests are merely "cooked" in such a way that the results fall into this (assumed) pattern.


Of course even if we were able to define and assess psychological qualities using statistics, there would still be the utterly insurmountable task of interpreting our numbers in a meaningful way. So the effort to quantify consciousness is a dismal failure.


Let us analyse next a few typical quotations from psychological text books.


In one of R. B. Cattell's books ("Introduction to Personality Study") we have the following assertion : "The genius lives in a state of prolonged adolescence"—a sufficiently vague statement to seem intelligent to the psychologists.


Now relying on the everyday meanings of the words in this sentence, we may be prepared to grant its truth—for the moment that is, but of course we expect the author to justify the comparison later, within a rigorous discussion of terms used and experimental details.


Absentmindedly, Cattell omits any discussion of this nature, and instead hastens on to other equally vague and ill-founded statements.




Another is: "Psychologists are fairly well agreed that the subconscious exists"—by all the Gods! What sort of proof is this? Did they take a show of hands, and prove it by statistics? Note, by the way, the term "fairly well" inserted to give the statement an air of impartiality. This is more than pulling the wool over our eyes, it's pulling the whole sheep over!



Or consider the view of Skinner, that inner states are not relevant to the true study of Psychology—behaviour, and "since mental events are asserted to lack the dimensions of physical science, we have an additional reason for rejecting them."


Are human beings to be compared to electronic computors?—the psychologist feeding in punched cards stamped with "conflictsituation", "drive involvement", "habit," etc. at one end, and then dashing as fast as he can to the other, where the cards emanate with "hate" or "depression" or "happiness" on them.


In sooth! Can we dismiss our subjectivity, our whole life, by cryptic phrases such as "is irrelevant to"? (I give my word to the reader that Mr Skinner's name will not be mentioned again in this article.)







Don't Read


We don't even have to read the texts—look at the chapter headings: "What is Schizophrenia?" asks one. There is only one possible answer; schizophrenia is what you define it to be.


And there are the never-ending conflicting theories. The conflicts are usually hard to perceive since the theories themselves are never stated explicitly and are wrapped up in a welter of hastily-added qualifying phrases.


Here are five examples:



	1.
	The theories that dreams are and are not expressions of wish fulfillments. (An example of an ad hoc tag, in in favour of the first theory, would be: "If the dream is clearly not a wsih-fulfillment e.g. starving men dreaming of empty tables, then "reaction-formation" has set in.")


	2.
	"Conditioning applied to drives leads to their better functioning." So much for childhood traumata as causes of neuroses.


	3.
	"Memorizing is an active process requiring that we attend and intend,"—this knocks the "latent learning" theory on the head.


	4.
	The farcical "cafeteria feeding" theories, in which protagonists on both sides of the fence claim to have proved their case experimentally. (For example of nullification of the principle see "Adv. of Science" Vol. XIII No. 52, p. 269.—When given the option, pregnant ewes chose a carbohydrate instead of protein diet, to the eventual detriment of their offspring.)


	5.
	Ambiguous classification theories such as "Mental illness may be divided into two main divisions—schizophrenia and manic depression" or "Personalities show two distinct types—introverts and extroverts."




These theories are the weakest. Suppose an introvert shows extrovert behaviour, this is said to confirm the theory because introverts are "subconsciously" extroverts. In fact any behaviour can be satisfactorily explained by ascribing the behaviour to a conscious or subconscious cause!


And what is the reaction of the lecturers to all this? They simply put into effect "Operation Eclectikos" and set the students an essay on the topic: "Outline the various theories associated with ..."







Confused


What a masterpiece of confused thinking! Do they think that by doing this, the conflicts are thereby resolved? In one lecture the speaker whispered something about "the flaw in Eysenck's argument" (re Psychiatry being of proven value), immediately all the students pricked up their ears, but the speaker had said all he wanted to say, and an explanation of "the flaw" if it existed was not given.


If questioned in a tutorial the usual reaction is for the lecturer to say: "Well, you'll understand better when you do stage II (or stage III if you're already doing that)—I don't think the sceptics ever reach honours."


And the jargon, are you aware of the thousands of ill-defined words floating around the precincts of room C2. Words are tossed on the lecture-bench, cold and cooked like a leg of cold mutton. "The male shadow", the "female anima", and the "occult mandala"—new myths and symbols to replace those that have been destroyed. Here is a little test you can try on the next psychologist you meet: demand that he define "mental disease" and then listen very carefully to his reply.


The answer is inevitably in the form of a circular definition! If pressed he will refer you to books on the subject. There are grounds indeed for hoping that, with a little luck, Psychology will talk itself to death.



The trouble is, one sees such a titanic bulk of stupidity in this department, that one begins to suspect oneself of paranoia, but to admit that would be the end of all intellectual integrity.



So why is it that so many students are fooled by the subject? Is it lack of critical ability on their part or are they taken in by the apparent power of the subject; its ability to force an interpertation on all situations?


The real reason I think, lies in a particularly insidious technique








[image: Student Christian Movement BOOKROOM 102 LAMBTON QUAY P.O. BOX 742 WELLINGTON]









which has crept into the lecturing, 
and this is what it is: the lecturer 
first mentions some results connected with a concrete study such as physiology or statistics, and 
then, with the dexterity of a card 
sharp, shifts to the psychological i
dea he wishes to present, hoping that the precision which the 
student associates with the other study will be transferred to that of his own.


Examples: the introduction of chemical terms such as "acetylcholine" in a discussion on anger; or, in some notes on perceptual learning, we have a preliminary screed on electronic analogue computers.







The Cause


All these arguments turn our attention, inevitably, to the secret intentions of the psychologists themselves. What sort of pattern do they form?


Firstly, it seems, they enjoy shocking people; they are iconoclasts, and they have the courage of one. An iconoclast, in case you 
are unfamiliar with the term, is a person who goes round breaking statues. The danger is, as Cocteau pointed out, that such people risk becoming statues themselves.


Psychologists cannot accept the world and adopt all sorts of emotional and intellectual subterfuges to rationalise their way out of this. Their handling of situations at a distance by words reflects their lack of capacity for emotional involvement.




What neater way of solving the problem than instituting themselves (in the manner of Dr. Caligari) in a department concerned with mental health? (And not without a certain grandeur of self-sacrifice on the part of the martyr.) Who would, after all, suspect the High-Priests of being athiests?



To borrow a term from J-P. Sartre, psychologists are not "engages". They are afraid of their own subjectivity—desperately on the outside of a world they'd give their world to enter. One can only laugh at their attempts to drag the wonders of Art and Science into the Procrustean bed of their narrow system; at their efforts to nail down the soul of mankind, if not the soul of the soul, and the meaning of meaning of meaning


... I ask you: could any psychologist answer the desperate outcry of Judas?—"Why did I have to be Judas?" or that of Christ, the most heart-breaking words ever uttered: "My God, my God, Why have you forsaken me?"







Future Prospects


And this brings us to the whole point; the psychologist wants it both ways: he arrogates the right to explore the mysteries of consciousness to himself (and even says that all other studies are particular branches of his own), 
and at the same time he tries to make the exploration a scientific one. The psychologist wants to be able to interpret the paintings of William Blake and Paul Klee with the same surety that he knows the extinction-of-learning curves for Chimpanzees.


Unfortunately this is an irremediable conflict of aims, and here is the reason: The beginning of all Philosophies is the realisation (If you're a science student) or postulation (if you're an arts student) of an external world corresponding to that of our sense perceptions.


But the mere postulation of this external world does not explain what it was supposed to explain, namely the fact that consciousness finds itself placed in such a world. The external and internal worlds are distinguished by our identity with the latter, so that it is absurd to try and investigate ourselves by the same methods that we investigate objects.




This has been the method of Psychology up till now, and the result has only been an embarrassing and grotesque aping of human nature. The only legitimate methods are indirect ones; such as exploring the relation between Cybernetics and Neurology, and that between mathematical structure (which is, after all, a direct product of consciousness) and the physical model.



So there you have the complete picture: seven-point scales, circular definitions, conflicting statements, unscientific experiments, theories which leak like a sieve, rubber brains, and neo-impressionist inkblots, all juxtaposed into the spurious unity of "Psychology." (Perhaps "Psychologism" would have been more appropriate.)




In sum, I accuse the psychologist of three crimes. I accuse him of taking advantage of his position to the end of his own prestige. I accuse him of having an ineradicable almost sublime contempt for the truth. And, most seriously of all, I accuse him of mixing Art and Science.



—
M. Heine.
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Goethe: "There 
is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action." O'Conner: "Only hypocrites and neurotics take Psychology seriously."



Psychology is not a science, and the reason that it is not a science is psychologists are not scientists.



This is reflected in its history, which shows no teleology, no "creative evolution," as every other science has. But unfortunately there are far too many people today—pillars of society—who do not understand psychology and are therefore afraid of it, and this, it seems, is just the situation the psychologists desire.



The public is seduced by their patronising manner, by their engineered metality, by their ten-thousand shibboleths, and their prattling "well-adjusted" minds.


Under their direction people pursue "real" living, against public and family shams; altruism is deplored because "subconsciously" the motive may be (and therefore, is) selfish, and all the while an eccentric figure with a goatee looks over our shoulders and in the succulence of wet jams, describes to us the terrible and deep things that lie dormant in the human psyche.


Long words by the gross are churned out by the universities, school-children are branded with I.Q. numbers stigmatizing them for life, brains are dissected into a thousand pieces, pigeons peck endlessly at coloured discs, white rats gallop down endless corridors, sentences stick out of mouths like splinters of shattered granite, steam escaping, taps dripping—the emotional flow has become staccato.




An explosion would be a relief, but Psychology is not going to explode into a world of new ideas—it is going to solidify into a formalistic dogma.



There is only one decision any honest psychologist can make at this stage, and that is to screw up the old ideas, put a line through all the jargon, head up a clean sheet, and start again.


However, in order to cure the patient, and in this case the doctor, we must first understand the disease, and this article is an endeavour in that direction.
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Symptoms





Symptoms


It is hard to know where to start, perhaps the most obvious flaws (especially with the lecturers at Victoria) occur in the mathematical field; graphs are drawn without axes ("this is learning," says the lecturer and sloshes a great curve of white across the blackboard) or, if that luxury is allowed, they are very rarely labelled!


More generally, we may assert no facet of personality can be assessed quantitatively, for reasons that will appear later. But does this worry the psychologist ?—not a bit.


In order to introduce "mathematical accuracy" into his results, he simply rates them on seven-point or 100-point scales.




(One lecturer at Victoria, who shall be nameless, thought that marking essays out of 10 was unrealistic. His solution: the essays were marked A, B, C, D, E, and each letter was extended to plus or minus—A minus distinct from B plus—giving in effect a 15-point scale).



It may be objected that the exact sciences also use this idea (e.g. cloud-cover is rated on an eight-point scale) but we cannot permit the analogy since a physicist's ratings may always be verified if required, albeit in a more laborious way, but anything in the way of verification of strictly subjective ratings such as maturity or intelligence using another, more general system, is impossible.


We cannot even permit definitions using statistics, e.g. "intelligence"—"A general factor entering all abilities", because (a) The 
relative ability of the candidate depends on the particular test used to measure that ability, and (b) The units of abilities (i.e. the "spreads" in frequency vs. ability curves) are completely arbitrary.
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No Justification


There is not even justification for saying psychological factors fall into normal curves—the tests are merely "cooked" in such a way that the results fall into this (assumed) pattern.


Of course even if we were able to define and assess psychological qualities using statistics, there would still be the utterly insurmountable task of interpreting our numbers in a meaningful way. So the effort to quantify consciousness is a dismal failure.


Let us analyse next a few typical quotations from psychological text books.


In one of R. B. Cattell's books ("Introduction to Personality Study") we have the following assertion : "The genius lives in a state of prolonged adolescence"—a sufficiently vague statement to seem intelligent to the psychologists.


Now relying on the everyday meanings of the words in this sentence, we may be prepared to grant its truth—for the moment that is, but of course we expect the author to justify the comparison later, within a rigorous discussion of terms used and experimental details.


Absentmindedly, Cattell omits any discussion of this nature, and instead hastens on to other equally vague and ill-founded statements.




Another is: "Psychologists are fairly well agreed that the subconscious exists"—by all the Gods! What sort of proof is this? Did they take a show of hands, and prove it by statistics? Note, by the way, the term "fairly well" inserted to give the statement an air of impartiality. This is more than pulling the wool over our eyes, it's pulling the whole sheep over!



Or consider the view of Skinner, that inner states are not relevant to the true study of Psychology—behaviour, and "since mental events are asserted to lack the dimensions of physical science, we have an additional reason for rejecting them."


Are human beings to be compared to electronic computors?—the psychologist feeding in punched cards stamped with "conflictsituation", "drive involvement", "habit," etc. at one end, and then dashing as fast as he can to the other, where the cards emanate with "hate" or "depression" or "happiness" on them.


In sooth! Can we dismiss our subjectivity, our whole life, by cryptic phrases such as "is irrelevant to"? (I give my word to the reader that Mr Skinner's name will not be mentioned again in this article.)
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Don't Read


We don't even have to read the texts—look at the chapter headings: "What is Schizophrenia?" asks one. There is only one possible answer; schizophrenia is what you define it to be.


And there are the never-ending conflicting theories. The conflicts are usually hard to perceive since the theories themselves are never stated explicitly and are wrapped up in a welter of hastily-added qualifying phrases.


Here are five examples:



	1.
	The theories that dreams are and are not expressions of wish fulfillments. (An example of an ad hoc tag, in in favour of the first theory, would be: "If the dream is clearly not a wsih-fulfillment e.g. starving men dreaming of empty tables, then "reaction-formation" has set in.")


	2.
	"Conditioning applied to drives leads to their better functioning." So much for childhood traumata as causes of neuroses.


	3.
	"Memorizing is an active process requiring that we attend and intend,"—this knocks the "latent learning" theory on the head.


	4.
	The farcical "cafeteria feeding" theories, in which protagonists on both sides of the fence claim to have proved their case experimentally. (For example of nullification of the principle see "Adv. of Science" Vol. XIII No. 52, p. 269.—When given the option, pregnant ewes chose a carbohydrate instead of protein diet, to the eventual detriment of their offspring.)


	5.
	Ambiguous classification theories such as "Mental illness may be divided into two main divisions—schizophrenia and manic depression" or "Personalities show two distinct types—introverts and extroverts."




These theories are the weakest. Suppose an introvert shows extrovert behaviour, this is said to confirm the theory because introverts are "subconsciously" extroverts. In fact any behaviour can be satisfactorily explained by ascribing the behaviour to a conscious or subconscious cause!


And what is the reaction of the lecturers to all this? They simply put into effect "Operation Eclectikos" and set the students an essay on the topic: "Outline the various theories associated with ..."
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Confused


What a masterpiece of confused thinking! Do they think that by doing this, the conflicts are thereby resolved? In one lecture the speaker whispered something about "the flaw in Eysenck's argument" (re Psychiatry being of proven value), immediately all the students pricked up their ears, but the speaker had said all he wanted to say, and an explanation of "the flaw" if it existed was not given.


If questioned in a tutorial the usual reaction is for the lecturer to say: "Well, you'll understand better when you do stage II (or stage III if you're already doing that)—I don't think the sceptics ever reach honours."


And the jargon, are you aware of the thousands of ill-defined words floating around the precincts of room C2. Words are tossed on the lecture-bench, cold and cooked like a leg of cold mutton. "The male shadow", the "female anima", and the "occult mandala"—new myths and symbols to replace those that have been destroyed. Here is a little test you can try on the next psychologist you meet: demand that he define "mental disease" and then listen very carefully to his reply.


The answer is inevitably in the form of a circular definition! If pressed he will refer you to books on the subject. There are grounds indeed for hoping that, with a little luck, Psychology will talk itself to death.



The trouble is, one sees such a titanic bulk of stupidity in this department, that one begins to suspect oneself of paranoia, but to admit that would be the end of all intellectual integrity.



So why is it that so many students are fooled by the subject? Is it lack of critical ability on their part or are they taken in by the apparent power of the subject; its ability to force an interpertation on all situations?


The real reason I think, lies in a particularly insidious technique










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

[advert]






[image: Student Christian Movement BOOKROOM 102 LAMBTON QUAY P.O. BOX 742 WELLINGTON]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 22, No. 10. September 14, 1959

[Continued from previous page]






which has crept into the lecturing, 
and this is what it is: the lecturer 
first mentions some results connected with a concrete study such as physiology or statistics, and 
then, with the dexterity of a card 
sharp, shifts to the psychological i
dea he wishes to present, hoping that the precision which the 
student associates with the other study will be transferred to that of his own.


Examples: the introduction of chemical terms such as "acetylcholine" in a discussion on anger; or, in some notes on perceptual learning, we have a preliminary screed on electronic analogue computers.
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The Cause





The Cause


All these arguments turn our attention, inevitably, to the secret intentions of the psychologists themselves. What sort of pattern do they form?


Firstly, it seems, they enjoy shocking people; they are iconoclasts, and they have the courage of one. An iconoclast, in case you 
are unfamiliar with the term, is a person who goes round breaking statues. The danger is, as Cocteau pointed out, that such people risk becoming statues themselves.


Psychologists cannot accept the world and adopt all sorts of emotional and intellectual subterfuges to rationalise their way out of this. Their handling of situations at a distance by words reflects their lack of capacity for emotional involvement.




What neater way of solving the problem than instituting themselves (in the manner of Dr. Caligari) in a department concerned with mental health? (And not without a certain grandeur of self-sacrifice on the part of the martyr.) Who would, after all, suspect the High-Priests of being athiests?



To borrow a term from J-P. Sartre, psychologists are not "engages". They are afraid of their own subjectivity—desperately on the outside of a world they'd give their world to enter. One can only laugh at their attempts to drag the wonders of Art and Science into the Procrustean bed of their narrow system; at their efforts to nail down the soul of mankind, if not the soul of the soul, and the meaning of meaning of meaning


... I ask you: could any psychologist answer the desperate outcry of Judas?—"Why did I have to be Judas?" or that of Christ, the most heart-breaking words ever uttered: "My God, my God, Why have you forsaken me?"
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Future Prospects


And this brings us to the whole point; the psychologist wants it both ways: he arrogates the right to explore the mysteries of consciousness to himself (and even says that all other studies are particular branches of his own), 
and at the same time he tries to make the exploration a scientific one. The psychologist wants to be able to interpret the paintings of William Blake and Paul Klee with the same surety that he knows the extinction-of-learning curves for Chimpanzees.


Unfortunately this is an irremediable conflict of aims, and here is the reason: The beginning of all Philosophies is the realisation (If you're a science student) or postulation (if you're an arts student) of an external world corresponding to that of our sense perceptions.


But the mere postulation of this external world does not explain what it was supposed to explain, namely the fact that consciousness finds itself placed in such a world. The external and internal worlds are distinguished by our identity with the latter, so that it is absurd to try and investigate ourselves by the same methods that we investigate objects.




This has been the method of Psychology up till now, and the result has only been an embarrassing and grotesque aping of human nature. The only legitimate methods are indirect ones; such as exploring the relation between Cybernetics and Neurology, and that between mathematical structure (which is, after all, a direct product of consciousness) and the physical model.



So there you have the complete picture: seven-point scales, circular definitions, conflicting statements, unscientific experiments, theories which leak like a sieve, rubber brains, and neo-impressionist inkblots, all juxtaposed into the spurious unity of "Psychology." (Perhaps "Psychologism" would have been more appropriate.)




In sum, I accuse the psychologist of three crimes. I accuse him of taking advantage of his position to the end of his own prestige. I accuse him of having an ineradicable almost sublime contempt for the truth. And, most seriously of all, I accuse him of mixing Art and Science.



—
M. Heine.
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The Ducks





The Ducks


Swimming and water polo are once again at hand. The Wellington Baths open on October 1, 1959, and the Water Polo season starts on Wednesday, October 7, 1959. The A.G.M. will be held in a couple of weeks and all interested are asked to attend.


Prospective members, social or serious, are asked to contact Conor McBride, Phone 43-857 (Work). We swim on Tuesdays 7-8 p.m. at Thorndon commencing November 17. Remember Tournament is in Wellington next Easter.


Our social grade water polo team urgently requires members—ring Conor McBride if you can play or feel like trying.
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Correction




Correction



I have been informed that the scores shown in the Shooting in the Press Council Supplement are incorrect, but at time of going to press have not been able to ascertain the correct scores.



—
Sports Editor,
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After 1960 What?




After 1960 What?






1960, as everybody knows, was the climax of fifty years of selective rugby breeding. The forwards weighed in at eighteen stone and stood seven feet in their aluminium-studded rhinoceros-hide boots.



Their pants were tied with wire and their shoulders were padded with knotted horses' hair.



The backs had the thighs of bullocks and stood up on one another so that their monograms fused.


In every up-and-under a forward died. It took only three tight heads to cripple the finest inside backs of the century. Don Clarke kicked 22 penalties to make it 6668.




In the eleventh hour he pulled the game out of the fire with a potted goal. The record crowd of 120,000 went home disgusted.



They flew out 13 replacements for the Second Test. The crowd of 180,000 was a record. Winston McCarthy reckoned it was the toughest Test he'd ever seen. Clean, but hard. Really fiery.


The crowd was nauseated.


Don Clarke kicked the winning penalty on crutches.







Third Test


The Third Test was decided under the grandstand.


Ten minutes after the game started Don Clarke crept out from under the stand, crept 50 yards, jumped into the air, potted a goal and broke his neck. The record crowd—but who gives a damn for the crowd.




Then Winston McCarthy and the manager went home. My goodness those boys played well. Really fiery.



We never lost a Maori.



—R.S.V.P.
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1960, as everybody knows, was the climax of fifty years of selective rugby breeding. The forwards weighed in at eighteen stone and stood seven feet in their aluminium-studded rhinoceros-hide boots.



Their pants were tied with wire and their shoulders were padded with knotted horses' hair.



The backs had the thighs of bullocks and stood up on one another so that their monograms fused.


In every up-and-under a forward died. It took only three tight heads to cripple the finest inside backs of the century. Don Clarke kicked 22 penalties to make it 6668.




In the eleventh hour he pulled the game out of the fire with a potted goal. The record crowd of 120,000 went home disgusted.



They flew out 13 replacements for the Second Test. The crowd of 180,000 was a record. Winston McCarthy reckoned it was the toughest Test he'd ever seen. Clean, but hard. Really fiery.


The crowd was nauseated.


Don Clarke kicked the winning penalty on crutches.
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Third Test


The Third Test was decided under the grandstand.


Ten minutes after the game started Don Clarke crept out from under the stand, crept 50 yards, jumped into the air, potted a goal and broke his neck. The record crowd—but who gives a damn for the crowd.




Then Winston McCarthy and the manager went home. My goodness those boys played well. Really fiery.



We never lost a Maori.



—R.S.V.P.
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At a Late Hour in Victoria Library





At a Late Hour in Victoria Library





Silence,




and the scratching of fountain pen nibs,




pages turning, chairs squeaking and feet,




shuffling.




All around, shell on shell, vast




storehouses their goods enclose and




lie dormant waiting patiently to,—




regenerate again.




Concentration,




and the twitching of nose and lips,




minds whirling, fingers scratching, and




thinking.




All around, seat on seat, limited




storehouses their goods enclose, lie




writhing, twisting, seeking restlessly to—




be born.




Hope,




and the drive of motivation, and of learning,




thoughts gyrating, pockets emptying, and—




despair.




All around desire on desire, large




stocks of energetic aspire, kindly and




livens up and pushes fervour temperature—




higher again!
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Training in Librarians





Applications from graduates, or from those who expect to complete degrees this year, 
are invited for the



1960 
Professional Course



at the 
Library School in Wellington. This 
is the 
Only Full-Time Course in Librarianship Offered in New Zealand, and it prepares students for work in public, university and special libraries.



Students will receive payment to cover living expenses according to a scale based on that applicable to Division C students of Teachers' Colleges.



Application forms and further information may be had from 
The Director Library School, National Library Service Wellington, and the Librarians of the University Libraries and the Public Libraries in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin.
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Tournament — Icelandic Wedding







Tournament


Icelandic Wedding






The custom in Iceland is that a bride and bridegroom are given wooden spoons chained together on their wedding day—undoubtedly some generous person will donate a chain to Vic.



The trophy cabinet may look empty, but what a week! The trip across to Lyttelton was quiet as Varsity trips go—the smoke room was packed with students singing songs (?) and the decks had the usual couples.



The train trip from Christchurch, while not measuring up to the '57 Easter trip, was enjoyable and certainly sociable—the life until 2.30 centred around the Aussie hockey girls, but then out came the portable radios and silence descended.



The sports editor's radio had about 50 around it to hear the Test—they were not even interested in the refreshment rooms at Palmerston.



The train, of course, had to go into a tunnel just as Don Clarke was about to score—radio silence!



Dunedin at last—the usual welcome, except they forgot the fire hoses this time. In the evening a dance and Press Council's first meeting.


Later N.Z.U.S.A. had a party at which a budding rifleman used the ceiling as a target—with no drastic results. At 1.30 a.m. it was moved at Press Council "That we do adjourn to a flat, unknown"—it was recorded as "until 10.30 a.m." The parties finished sometime after daylight on Sunday.



One thing was apparent at the Tournament—the need for a vehicle for use of the Senior Delegate to Sports Union, He must be at all the places at once, trying to sort out the many and various difficulties of the team. Exec could give consideration to paying, say, the basic hire of a rental vehicle.


Sunday dawned with some Catholics attending Mass at 9 a.m. and various others staggering home or to meetings. Press Council officially started at 10.30 but did not get under way properly until the afternoon.







To U.S.A.?


N.Z.U.S.A. discussed (in five minutes) a remit from O.U. that N.Z.U.S.A. abandon the proposed debating tour of U.S.A. David Davy for Victoria, pointed out that there was no tour proposed by N.Z.U.S.A. and that the proposed tour was by Victoria and therefore an internal matter for Vic. After a little further discussion O.U. withdrew the remit. This, as reported elsewhere, was by no means the end of this matter.


The official welcome on Sunday afternoon was, as usual, poorly attended. The evening saw the end of most meetings and "The Worms Eye View" on the screen.


A member of press council had an urgent appointment about 8.30 on Sunday night—he was later seen at the pictures—perhaps it was just as well as his pet subject was being thrashed out at the meeting. The film was preceded by the Tournament Church Service for those who managed to rise in time.


Parties again on Sunday night Monday morning and then the sport started (for some). The chaps and girls went down at basketball on Monday morning and 
who were losing the shooting?







Debating


Sometime on Monday evening Vic. was shown how a debate should be conducted!—interjections are heckling—so the Otago people think—let them loose on us again!


Lincoln deservedly won the Joynt Scroll and Vic. were unplaced. A group of those who were still in a fit condish . . . and not party going went on a conducted tour of the "Otago Daily Times" in the early hours of Tuesday morning.







Tourism


All that rot about our tourist trade—they say that overseas visitors like to be able to ring for service at any hour. We discovered that by ringing the bell of one hostelry we could get grog at any hour.
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Hangovers?


Badminton. Tuesday morning saw two Otago girls obviously suffering from hangovers and a Vic. girl keeping one eye shut, to keep things in focus. Some Auckland boys with a rental found the best passport to parties was not grog but seven of the 
Aussie Hockey girls they brought with them.


At lunch time the shooters were within striking distance of Canty but did not quite make it.







Success!


In the afternoon the Vic. harriers surprised everyone, including themselves, by finishing second to Canty in the teams race and taking the Shackleford Cup for North Island teams. This, being the youngest harrier team sent from Vic., bodes well for the future.


Otago organisation was shown in a good light when the arrangements for the Harriers bus fell down for the return trip, a truck was found quickly and so back to varsity in style—20-odd in the back of a 15cwt. truck—a la telephone booths.







Food


The Menu for the Harrier dinner in the evening included:—


Soup: Lagoon Brew.


Fish: Spiked Sole, Backside Skate.


Vegetables: Has Beans, Lettuce Spray.


Sweets: Lost Whey, Ocean Spew.


Savouries: Swamp frogs, Devils on horseback and Toilet rolls.







Howzat!


And there was the rifleman who decided a big advertising balloon would make excellent target practice. The police are, we believe, still enquiring into the way the balloon slowly drifted groundward. The theory was some local had a shot from the hills—the taxi drivers seemed to know a lot more than they cared to reveal and of course so did some students.







Injuries


By Wednesday most seemed to be suffering the ill effects of parties, etc. Vic. was not over represented in any of the N.Z.U. teams, but seemed to have one or two in most of them. The soccer boys defaulted with four chaps on the injured list—some felt it would have been better to play with ring-ins, but there are always the experts on the outside.


Vic. split the fencing shield with Canterbury (the first time Vic. have not won it outright since 1953).



Of course we won the wooden spoon—despite valiant efforts by Auckland to take it further north.


In the afternoon N.Z.U. went down to Otago in women's hockey and in the evening the N.Z.U. teams in other sports did not fare too well against the locals.







Critic-Ize?


And then there was the girl on Critic Staff who went to the Press Council Dinner with a male member of the Critic staff, but left and spent most of the rest of the evening with a visiting newspaper chap.


They claim that they had known each other for years and that it was merely because they were the only two who wanted to go to the badminton. But we hear that she got home shortly after 5 a.m. ... ! ! !


Not the Sports Editor?—Ed.


Dunedin on Thursday morning (i.e. 1 a.m.—6 a.m.) was alive with students returning from parties or being escorted from parties—who was the girl from up north who sampled unlabelled homebrew—with drastic results—this being a potent syrup like wine?
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No Drinkers?


The city did not come alive again until the afternoon when the Aussie women beat N.Z.U. in a close and exciting hockey game. In the meantime Vic. was losing the drinking horn.


Are we slipping?


There were only six Vic. bods in the bar for the event hence they were the team—Lincoln triumphed—one of their competitors being just out of hospital after an accident on the way to Dunedin.


I almost forgot the billeting—who were the three boys who were billeted in the same house as 16 girls?







No Publicity


The Ball was of course on Thursday night—the usual mad rush in the last couple of hours at the O.U.S.A. marriage bureau trying to jack up partners. One sweet young thing who didn't seem to realize that nobody takes any notice of whom you go with, came up to me and said "Don't mention in 
Salient that I was here."—The power of the Press!


Trophies were as usual presented at the ball. The only member of the Vic. harrier team there was the bloke who finished forty-sixth out of forty-six—there were plenty of hoots when he was presented with the Cup for the Vic. team.



As the ball progressed two policemen arrived and had their names and helmets taken by two of the girls and were then dragged on for a dance.


The Ball finished at 2 a.m., but there were two girls in ball frocks on the platform to see the train off at half past ten. The trip back was fairly quiet and as on the way down it was a Vic. boy who was first into the Club in Timaru. (Where was he at "drinking horn" time?).



As usual some of the West Indians from Massey provided the classic remarks on the train. To a recumbent figure "What did you do last night—, your sins are telling on you" and during a pillow fight "Peace be Mill upon earth."


It was a happy but tired herd that wended its way slowly off the boat in Wellington—all had apparently one aim—to be at Easter Tournament next year in Wellington.


—
Sports Editor.
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The custom in Iceland is that a bride and bridegroom are given wooden spoons chained together on their wedding day—undoubtedly some generous person will donate a chain to Vic.



The trophy cabinet may look empty, but what a week! The trip across to Lyttelton was quiet as Varsity trips go—the smoke room was packed with students singing songs (?) and the decks had the usual couples.



The train trip from Christchurch, while not measuring up to the '57 Easter trip, was enjoyable and certainly sociable—the life until 2.30 centred around the Aussie hockey girls, but then out came the portable radios and silence descended.



The sports editor's radio had about 50 around it to hear the Test—they were not even interested in the refreshment rooms at Palmerston.



The train, of course, had to go into a tunnel just as Don Clarke was about to score—radio silence!



Dunedin at last—the usual welcome, except they forgot the fire hoses this time. In the evening a dance and Press Council's first meeting.


Later N.Z.U.S.A. had a party at which a budding rifleman used the ceiling as a target—with no drastic results. At 1.30 a.m. it was moved at Press Council "That we do adjourn to a flat, unknown"—it was recorded as "until 10.30 a.m." The parties finished sometime after daylight on Sunday.



One thing was apparent at the Tournament—the need for a vehicle for use of the Senior Delegate to Sports Union, He must be at all the places at once, trying to sort out the many and various difficulties of the team. Exec could give consideration to paying, say, the basic hire of a rental vehicle.


Sunday dawned with some Catholics attending Mass at 9 a.m. and various others staggering home or to meetings. Press Council officially started at 10.30 but did not get under way properly until the afternoon.
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To U.S.A.?





To U.S.A.?


N.Z.U.S.A. discussed (in five minutes) a remit from O.U. that N.Z.U.S.A. abandon the proposed debating tour of U.S.A. David Davy for Victoria, pointed out that there was no tour proposed by N.Z.U.S.A. and that the proposed tour was by Victoria and therefore an internal matter for Vic. After a little further discussion O.U. withdrew the remit. This, as reported elsewhere, was by no means the end of this matter.


The official welcome on Sunday afternoon was, as usual, poorly attended. The evening saw the end of most meetings and "The Worms Eye View" on the screen.


A member of press council had an urgent appointment about 8.30 on Sunday night—he was later seen at the pictures—perhaps it was just as well as his pet subject was being thrashed out at the meeting. The film was preceded by the Tournament Church Service for those who managed to rise in time.


Parties again on Sunday night Monday morning and then the sport started (for some). The chaps and girls went down at basketball on Monday morning and 
who were losing the shooting?
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Debating





Debating


Sometime on Monday evening Vic. was shown how a debate should be conducted!—interjections are heckling—so the Otago people think—let them loose on us again!


Lincoln deservedly won the Joynt Scroll and Vic. were unplaced. A group of those who were still in a fit condish . . . and not party going went on a conducted tour of the "Otago Daily Times" in the early hours of Tuesday morning.
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Tourism





Tourism


All that rot about our tourist trade—they say that overseas visitors like to be able to ring for service at any hour. We discovered that by ringing the bell of one hostelry we could get grog at any hour.
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At any hour?
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Hangovers?





Hangovers?


Badminton. Tuesday morning saw two Otago girls obviously suffering from hangovers and a Vic. girl keeping one eye shut, to keep things in focus. Some Auckland boys with a rental found the best passport to parties was not grog but seven of the 
Aussie Hockey girls they brought with them.


At lunch time the shooters were within striking distance of Canty but did not quite make it.
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Success!





Success!


In the afternoon the Vic. harriers surprised everyone, including themselves, by finishing second to Canty in the teams race and taking the Shackleford Cup for North Island teams. This, being the youngest harrier team sent from Vic., bodes well for the future.


Otago organisation was shown in a good light when the arrangements for the Harriers bus fell down for the return trip, a truck was found quickly and so back to varsity in style—20-odd in the back of a 15cwt. truck—a la telephone booths.
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Food





Food


The Menu for the Harrier dinner in the evening included:—


Soup: Lagoon Brew.


Fish: Spiked Sole, Backside Skate.


Vegetables: Has Beans, Lettuce Spray.


Sweets: Lost Whey, Ocean Spew.


Savouries: Swamp frogs, Devils on horseback and Toilet rolls.
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Howzat!





Howzat!


And there was the rifleman who decided a big advertising balloon would make excellent target practice. The police are, we believe, still enquiring into the way the balloon slowly drifted groundward. The theory was some local had a shot from the hills—the taxi drivers seemed to know a lot more than they cared to reveal and of course so did some students.
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Injuries





Injuries


By Wednesday most seemed to be suffering the ill effects of parties, etc. Vic. was not over represented in any of the N.Z.U. teams, but seemed to have one or two in most of them. The soccer boys defaulted with four chaps on the injured list—some felt it would have been better to play with ring-ins, but there are always the experts on the outside.


Vic. split the fencing shield with Canterbury (the first time Vic. have not won it outright since 1953).



Of course we won the wooden spoon—despite valiant efforts by Auckland to take it further north.


In the afternoon N.Z.U. went down to Otago in women's hockey and in the evening the N.Z.U. teams in other sports did not fare too well against the locals.
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Critic-Ize?





Critic-Ize?


And then there was the girl on Critic Staff who went to the Press Council Dinner with a male member of the Critic staff, but left and spent most of the rest of the evening with a visiting newspaper chap.


They claim that they had known each other for years and that it was merely because they were the only two who wanted to go to the badminton. But we hear that she got home shortly after 5 a.m. ... ! ! !


Not the Sports Editor?—Ed.


Dunedin on Thursday morning (i.e. 1 a.m.—6 a.m.) was alive with students returning from parties or being escorted from parties—who was the girl from up north who sampled unlabelled homebrew—with drastic results—this being a potent syrup like wine?
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No Drinkers?


The city did not come alive again until the afternoon when the Aussie women beat N.Z.U. in a close and exciting hockey game. In the meantime Vic. was losing the drinking horn.


Are we slipping?


There were only six Vic. bods in the bar for the event hence they were the team—Lincoln triumphed—one of their competitors being just out of hospital after an accident on the way to Dunedin.


I almost forgot the billeting—who were the three boys who were billeted in the same house as 16 girls?
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No Publicity





No Publicity


The Ball was of course on Thursday night—the usual mad rush in the last couple of hours at the O.U.S.A. marriage bureau trying to jack up partners. One sweet young thing who didn't seem to realize that nobody takes any notice of whom you go with, came up to me and said "Don't mention in 
Salient that I was here."—The power of the Press!


Trophies were as usual presented at the ball. The only member of the Vic. harrier team there was the bloke who finished forty-sixth out of forty-six—there were plenty of hoots when he was presented with the Cup for the Vic. team.



As the ball progressed two policemen arrived and had their names and helmets taken by two of the girls and were then dragged on for a dance.


The Ball finished at 2 a.m., but there were two girls in ball frocks on the platform to see the train off at half past ten. The trip back was fairly quiet and as on the way down it was a Vic. boy who was first into the Club in Timaru. (Where was he at "drinking horn" time?).



As usual some of the West Indians from Massey provided the classic remarks on the train. To a recumbent figure "What did you do last night—, your sins are telling on you" and during a pillow fight "Peace be Mill upon earth."


It was a happy but tired herd that wended its way slowly off the boat in Wellington—all had apparently one aim—to be at Easter Tournament next year in Wellington.


—
Sports Editor.
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