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50 p.c. Increases In Food Charges




50 p.c. 
Increases In Food Charges



(By Denis Phelps)






[image: Mr. Levenbach]

Mr. Levenbach





The University Council has approved increases of up to 50 per cent in cafeteria prices after discussions between representatives of the Student Union Management Committee and the dining room caterer, Mr F. Levenbach.



Filled rolls are up from 6 cents to 9 cents, doughnuts rise from 4 cents to 6 cents, sandwiches from 5 cents to 7 cents.







Students' Secretary Resigns


The resignation of the Secretary of the Students' Association, John Coucher, was accepted with regret by the Executive last Tuesday night.


John was formerly Accommodation Officer, and was elected Secretary unopposed, but he is never acted as Secetary of the Association.


He was in Australia when the present Executive took office at the beginning of January. The new Accommodation Officer, Susan Kedgey, has been acting Secretary.


John was unsuccessful academically last year, and has had to get 
[
unclear: b]


His post will be filled after an election which will be held within a month.







Main Meals Up Less


Tea is 1 cent dearer.


Main course items are up by smaller accounts, generally two or three cents.


This is the second round of price rises in 12 months.


Mr Levenbach had previously been compensated for the government's removal of food subsidies in February last year.



Losses


The cumulative price rises now bring the price of doughnuts, for instance, up to 6c, twice what they did in 1966.


Filled rolls now cost 9c, compared with 6d or 5c in 1966.


But, according to the information sheet of the Student Union Management Committee, Mr Levenbach's accounts show rapidly mounting losses despite increased usage of the dining room.


For the first six months of 1967, the loss on food sales was $8234 or 17.8 per cent on sales.


When off-set by the profit on the dining room shop, the loss becomes $5008.


Though Mr Levenbach is expected to make his profit on non-University functions, he is entitled by his contract to break even on sales of food to staff and students.


Accordingly he applied for price increases and, after investigation of his accounts, the Student Union Management Committee recommended to the University Council that they be granted.


The committee accepted that the main cause of the increasing loss on food sales was the rises in costs during the past 15 months.



Snack Bar


With the Government's continued failure to approve the long-awaited extensions to the Student Union Building, over crowding in the dining room has steadily become worse.


To help solve this problem, the Student Union Management Committee has decided to open a temporary snack bar in the Men's and Women's Common Rooms between 11.45 a.m. and 1.45 p.m.


The rooms will be opened into one to provide seating for 120.


These Common Rooms will no longer be available for meetings while the snack bar is operating.
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Only Two Get The Dole


(By Tony Jaques)



Only two New Zealand students benefitted from the new "Emergency Unemployment Benefit" over the 
[
unclear: on].


There were approximately 
[
unclear: applications] for the bene-
[
unclear: fit] 269 of these either employment or failed to requests for further 
[
unclear: information] said the secretary 
[
unclear: the] Minister of Social 
[
unclear: security].


The 81 cases left, from all New Zealand were sub-
[
unclear: mitted] to a central Social 
[
unclear: security] Commission in Wel
[
unclear: lington] comprising the per- 
[
unclear: rmanent] head of the Social 
[
unclear: Secur]ity Department, Mr G. 
[
unclear: Brocklehurst] assisted by 
[
unclear: Department's] second and ranking officers, Mr I. Sally and Mr C. A. Oram. The most important factor in consideration was financial hardship.


The secretary to the Minister of Social Security said "I emphatically deny that decisions were in any way arbitary."


The concept of financial hardship was not defined on any official statistical or financial basis.


Asked if he thought that only two successful submissions out of 81 indicated that the commission was excessively harsh he declined to reply.


It appears, however, that jobs were available to students willing to take cuts in earnings.
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Foreign student expelled



(By the Editor)
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The Promise by Aleksei Arbizor a V.U.W. Drama Club production currently showing in the Memorial Theatre.





A foreign student has been expelled from Victoria University for cheating.



The acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor I. D. Campbell, wrote this letter to the acting President of the Students' Association:


Dear Mr Bradshaw,


Disciplinary action has ben taken in the case of a student alleged to have committed breaches of the University regulations governing examinations.


It was alleged that on three occasions the candidate took prepared material into the examination roonv written on university paper, and inserted it as supplementary sheets in bis answer book. It was alleged on a fourth occasion he took written into the examination room with him.


The case was heard by the Professorial Board. The candidate appeared before the Board and gave evidence. He was assisted by counsel. The Board held that the four charges yere proved.


The candidate appealed to Council He produced evidence, and he again assisted by 
[
unclear: council]. Council dismissed the in respect of three charges and allowed the appeal on one charge.


The penalty imposed by the Professorial Board disqualified the candidate in 
[
unclear: respect] of the university examinations of 1967 and 1968. Council confirmed this penalty.


This statement of the facts may be made available to students generally.


Yours sincerely


I. D. Campbell.


Professor Campbell would give no further facts.



Transcript


"Any evidence I could give would tend to identify the student," he said. "The student has a transscript of the evidence and may release it if he wishes to."


Chris Butler and Hugh Fyson told the editor of 
Salient that this letter corresponds with the case of a Gambian student, Fafa M'bai.


They said they believe on the basis of conversations with Fafa that the finding of the University Council was contrary to the evidence.


"I think he would have stayed to fight this and not gone back to Gambia if his wife had not had to go back. She was expecting her first child," Chris Butler said."
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Stud. Ass. Sponsors Meeting


(By Les Slater)



The Students' Association is co-sponsoring the Peace, Power and Politics in Asia conference to be held in Wellington from Marsh 30 to April 2.


The conference is being sponsored by many organisations.


At the meeting of the Executive which discussd this last Tuesday night, Malcolm Grover spoke strongly against the Conference.


The chairman. Dan Bradshaw, abstained: but the motion was carried with the votes of the other seven members present.


Among the overseas visitors speaking at the conference are Conor Cruise O'Brien 'formerly Irish Ambassador to the U.N. and U.N. negotiator in the Congo crisis). Jean Lacouture (an historian of the Vietnam conflict). Felix Greene (author of 
Vietnam, Vietnam) and Dr Jim Cairns, M.P. (foreign affairs spokesman for the Australian Labour Party).
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5 
March, 1968


Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of VUWSA.








Thirty years old



It is an embarrassing thing for 
Salient to have reached the venerable age of thirty.



Started in reaction to its aloof and apolitical predecessor, 
Salient over the first years built up a tradition of healthy radicalism, and the respectability that its thirty years now implies is the one thing 
Salient has tried to avoid.



It believes that students are qualified to hold views on political and social matters and is the vehicle for these views. More than occasionally its vigour is at the expense of being ill-considered.



In these things 
Salient is very much the same now as it was when it started.



Britain has fallen; 
Salient remains.






The exam farce


Authority looks ludicrous in the light of its troubles with exams over the last few months.


In one subject, because of an administrative mistake, all students last year saw the second paper on the day of the first. This was considered disastrous — the paper they wrongly saw was useless and had to be reset and reprinted!


The second incident concerns the eighteen men of the University Council, some of them among the busiest men in Wellington.


They recently spent a whole day sitting in solemn session to hear evidence as to whether some student had cheated in the final exams last year. For reasons they will not release (in order to keep the student's identity secret) it was decided he had.


It can be accepted without reservation that the Council came to a correct finding on the facts because, except in being closed to the public, the hearing was held with the strictest safeguards of legal proceedings, and because the Council would certainly not have wanted to come to the decision it did come to.


But on coming to this decision that he had cheated they proceeded to decide that he should be effectively excluded from the University for this year. This student is apparently one of the few who has taken the 
Only rational view of exams — the view that they are unpleasant hurdles with no relation whatever to academic activities and to be overcome by any available means.


Dishonesty is hardly relevant, with whatever distaste one looks at it.


The final story begins with a lecturer who caused a disturbance by telling some of the students of Political Science I rather more of what to expect in finals than is customary. The extreme distress of those students who were not fortunate enough to be acquainted with the particular gentleman is a measure of the ridiculous importance (necessarily) placed in exams by the candidates.


The corrective action so very generously taken was no more than should be taken in 
every exam (so long as the exam system is retained). Granny must be made to accept that no student should fail 
because of the examination.


In all cases where the results of the exam conflict with the record of the student, the record should prevail.


Better still, when the student's record is adequate he should not have to waste time with exams. This is administratively quite feasible. It requires only that the function of terms be reversed. Those who get a satisfactory aggregate of marks in essays and various types of tests throughout the year should be exempt from sitting finals. It is those who fail who must be given the "privilege" of sitting.


This will not solve all the problems of exams, but it seems to be the only solution with some chance of implementation, and it makes the situation open to further changes.—
W.K.L.
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Boarding Allowance Mix-Up



Sirs.—I feel I should bring your attention to an appalling situation created by the present boarding allowance regulations.


You are no doubt well aware that, should your parents move to Otaki, you would become eligible for a boarding allowance on the grounds that, in order to study at university, you would be obliged to live away from home.


You may not, however, be aware that, were your parents to move to London, the government would not be quite so eager to support you. Such is my own situation.


The Education Department were kind enough to attempt to enlighten me as to the "reasoning" behind this discrimination. Their case, as far as I gathered from their flurried and extremely evasive correspondence, is this:


• My parents are in London, therefore my parents are not in New Zealand. (The fact that the move is temporary and that my parents remain New Zealand citizens does not seem to interest the Department).


• Therefore I have no home town in New Zealand — home being where my parents reside — or alternately, Wellington remains my home town from which my parents are temporarily absent.


• In neither case can I be said to be obliged to live away from home in order to study.


• Hence I am not eligible for a boarding allowance.


The second point, on which the department's case hangs, was left so vague in the explanations I received, that I might equally have inferred the following:


• Since I no longer have any parents in New Zealand, I myself constitute my only direct family.


• In this case, wherever I reside is my home town, i.e. the town where my "family" lies.


• Therefore by remaining in Wellington to study, I remain in my home town and am still not eligible for the allowance.


I understand that the boarding allowance scheme was created to give financial aid to needy students, obliged to support themselves away from home in order to complete degrees. The original motive is laudable. Why then has the department merely played around with syllogisms and made no attempt to discover whether or not my claim is justified in the light of my proposed career, academic record and financial situation?


I need two units to complete a B.A. and had planned to advance to Honours next year. My proposed career was secondary school teaching or preferably lecturing, for which a degree is obviously necessary.


My parents are naturally more in need of capital to establish themselves in London than they would have been, had they chosen Otaki, and so are less able to support me.


I am obliged to remain in New Zealand to complete my B.A. since units from New Zealand universities cannot be transferred to English ones. The only solution would have been to begin a completely new degree in the U.K. With my New Zealand B.A. only months from completion, few will fail to understand my decision to stay on here.


The essentials of my situation differ little from those of the student who normally claims a boarding allowance, yet because the Education Department has chosen to cavil over the difference between London and Otaki, I am faced with the prospect of being unable to do Honours next year.


There must be numbers of students whose parents are obliged to make similar temporary moves — students in financial positions even more critical than my own, who have been obliged to drop out of university altogether, by this senseless regulation. I leave it to your readers to decide whether the Education Department is justified in hairsplitting to the point of jeopardising individual careers. Yours etc.


(Name Withheld).







Teachers Criticised



Sirs.—As a "part-time" student, by definition in, but not of, the University, I am aware that I must treed carefully.


Last year I parted with a cheque for $53.00. Of this sum, $40.00 entitled me to study for one unit — Political Science I. In return for this, I received an abysmal lack of courtesy, and a breaking of the implied contract that would put any ordinary organisation out of business within weeks.


To be specific, Sirs. Lecturers on several occasions failed to arrive at all, and sent no notification of cancellation. A very senior member of the department arrived twentyfive minutes late, announced he had prepared no lecture, asked for questions, and departed after ten minutes.


A tutor dashed in fifteen minutes late, breezily apoiogised, and vanished, saying, "Look after yourselves: want to watch myself on TV." The fact that be made the same remark to another tutorial the same week suggests something — I know not what, though.


A lecturer spoke for fifty minutes on the subject of invective in Parliament. It was amusing, entertaining and utterly irrelevant. He admitted this complete irrelevance, but nevertheless gave us the benefit of his sparkling wit.


"Quis custidiet ipsos custodes?" Who teaches the teachers? I look forward to a year of Political Science II with some trepidation.


I remain, years, etc.


(Name Withheld).


All letters to the editor must be signed. In special circumstances consideration will be given to withholding the writer's name from publication.
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Sirs.—I feel I should bring your attention to an appalling situation created by the present boarding allowance regulations.


You are no doubt well aware that, should your parents move to Otaki, you would become eligible for a boarding allowance on the grounds that, in order to study at university, you would be obliged to live away from home.


You may not, however, be aware that, were your parents to move to London, the government would not be quite so eager to support you. Such is my own situation.
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• In neither case can I be said to be obliged to live away from home in order to study.
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On the grapevine




President May Not Be Member


It's heard that the Acting President of the Students Association did not fill out a Students' Association form when he enrolled last week. Is a constitutional crisis impending?






Exec. Scared By Cat. Prices


A meeting of the Executive was called for 17 November to consider the proposed cafprice rises. Probably no meeting of the year was more important to the average student.


But of the 14 members of the outgoing Executive only six turned up; Doug White, Kate McKinnon, Murray Radford, Rose Booth. Dan Bradshaw and Owen Gager; and as Rose had soon to leave for a prior appointment, the meeting could not be held for lack of a quorum.






Rod Trots Selectively


Seen at a recent midweek Government House garden party was Ron Trot, the Students' Association Sports Officer. He had got time off from his Wanganui holiday job. Absent from a recent Sports Council meeting and a couple of Executive meetings was—Rod Trot.






Please Don't Tell On Us


Some Very Important People have heard that 
Salient is publishing a story about nightshirts in this issue. They have suggested somewhat pointedly that it is alright to advertise them—but not to mention a former Executive's monumental blunder in purchasing the 500 "garments". These are somewhat distinctive fin style and price) and made (of all things) from sailcloth. But they look exquisitely ugly.






A Bedtime Story?


The meeting of the Executive of the Student's Association last Tuesday night passed a motion instructing the Publications Officer and noted campus Trotskyist, scholar and gentleman, Owen Gager, to make a speech in a V.U.W. nightshirt at the first Forum of the year. That is today— starting at 1 p.m. Owen indicated his willingness to perform.






Our Muddled Leaders


Apparently nobody on the Executive of the Student's Association has read the new constitution. They held one meeting without a quorum, and they appointed members to a committee which no longer exists—the Finance Committee. This has evidently been replaced by a committee of treasurers from other Executive committees Interested parties can now fight for allocation of funds rather than have their disputes decided by a relatively impartial body.






We Are Not His Sponsors


Apparently Paul Wedder spoon got some printing done at John Milne's for his campaign as an independent in the Paimerston North byelection. The bill was addressed to the Students' Association—and returned.



Representation for Students


Montreal (C.U.P.)—Students at Sir George Williams University in Montreal, Canada, have been given four seats on a senate of 22 faculty and administrators.
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Indian Language Problem


New York (News Features). —Students in many cities of India are embroiled in a bitter controversy over the government's desire to maintain both Hindi and English as official languages. Demonstrations first began at the Banaras Hindu University and rapidly spread to other university centres.


On 27 November last year the government introduced the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill.


According to the provisions of the bill, English is to be retained with Hindi as an official language on a national level until all of the constituent states of the country agree to drop it and all agree to accept Hindi.


But Hindi-speaking Indians, about 40 per cent of the population 'mostly in the central and northern parts of the country), feel that the development, acceptance and use of their language on a national level will be retarded by the retention of English and therefore want it removed alttogether from an official status at once.


On 28 November students of the Banaras Hindu University abstained from classes, and and some 5,000 of them marched to the railway station and damaged its property.


Government property—especially the railways—continued to bear the brunt of the students 
[
unclear: ire].


In Lucknow, on 6 December, S. P. Rana, President of the Lucknow University Students' Union, was arrested holding up the Lucknow-Delhi mail train.


On the same day, police tear-gassed a violent crowd at the railway station in Agra.


News Features (New York) reports that the demonstrations in Delhi on 6 December became a riot.


English shop nameboards and direction and other signboards were torn down or blackened out and neon advertising signs smashed.


The University closed (tan days early) for its winter vacation on 14 December.


After riots and violence the bill was passed in the lower house on 13 December (by 224 votes to 75).


Delegates from 21 university unions met from 29 to 31 December at the 14th National Student Congress and General Council meeting.


They could achieve no consensus on the language issue.
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Orientation means 'Getting to Know you'



(By the Orientation Controller, Trevor Crawford)



Orientation fortnight it organised by the Students' Association so that as many new students as possinle become familiar with the way of life at the University and the activities of the Students' Association.


It is often the only opportunity to find out about the activities of the wide range of cultural, sports and political clubs affiliaed to the Students' Association, and gives the opportunity to join as many of these as desirable.


The most important aspect of Orientation is for new students to be able to meet other students also trying to accustom themselves to the new environment. It is the time, before the pressure of work becomes apparent, to meet other students, some with widely varying interests. In this way it can be appreciated how diverse a university really is.


Finally, Orientation gives the Students' Association Executive a chance to meet the new students and conversly gives the new students a chance to find out what the Executive is and what, if anything, Executive members do all day.


Most of the functions organised for the first week of Orientation are arranged by the clubs. The highlights of the week's activities will be:—



Tuesday, 5 March: Matriculation ceremony for first year students arranged by the Students' Association. This will be held in the Student Union Building dining room and will start at 7 p.m.


All the heads of departments have been Invited and representattives from all in the University will attend.



Wednesday, 6 March: The V.U.W. Rugby Club has organised a film evening in E006 (main lecture theatre Easterfield Building) at 8 p.m. to show films of the tour of Japan, and two other rugby film, 
Giants of the Past and Rugby History of N.Z.


This is a real opportunity for all those interested In rugby to see what the Victoria club has been doing and to hear Victoria's own All Black, Gerald Kember.


Also on Wednesday 6 March is the Commerce Faculty's wine and cheese evening. A must for new members of the faculty.


On 
Friday 8 March the International Club is holding its Dance and Orientation function. This usually turns out to be a great show.


On 
Saturday 9 
March the Labour Club is running a dance in the Common Rooms. For some reason most Labour Club functions are a howling success. Help make this one go the same way.


A more sober but equally enjoyable aspect of Orientation takes place at St Andrew's Church at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, 10 March. It is the University Inaugural Service. This year the new National Council of Churches Chaplain to the University will be inducted at this service.


For further information about Orientation activities watch the Orientation Notice Board in the main foyer, S.U.B.
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Salient Wants Staff



If you are interested in taking up journalism as a career, or If you think if would bo a worthwhile hobby, you are invited to Join us. There will be an introductory training session for members of the staff conducted by tutors from Wellington Polytechnic's School of Journalism on Saturday starting at 10 a.m. Lunch will be provided and training will go on until about 4 p.m.



As well as the Introductory session staff members will be able to go to weekly training sessions.



If you are interested come in to 
Salient and fill in a staff application form.
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An International House Mooted


(By Denis Phelps)



An international house may be established at Victoria as a result of interest created by the visit of Mr Appadurai Aaron, who spoke about his work at International House in Glasgow.


These centres aim at giving students a greater knowledge of the customs and cultures of other countries.


They also serve as a place for first-year overseas students to make contact with others who have already faced the problems of adjusting to life in a foreign country.


In addition the impersonal atmosphere of the large cafeterias and common rooms would hamper the aims of the houses.


Such houses exist at various overseas universities to provide facilities where foreign and local students can meet socially.


Some also offer residential accommodation.


After Mr Aaron's visit, interested students approached the Director of Student Welfare Services, Mr Boyd, and the National Council of Churches chaplain, John Murray, to sound out prospects for something similar at Victoria and. early in November, a meeting was held of students, university staff members, Mr Boyd, Mr Murray and the Physical Wefare Officer, Allen Laidler.


At least $2000 a year would be needed to finance such a set-up and it was decided to approach the Students' Association, the University and outside organisations such as the External Affairs Department, the United Nations Association and Rotary.


The Students' Association was asked to decide whether to support the idea of an International House, whether it should have the status of an affiliated body and whether to make an annual grant toward running costs.


These questions are more vexed than they may appear; for instance the Association may become responsible for any debts incurred by affiliates.


Another possibly controversial question is the composition of the board of management; a joint venture between the University and the Students' Association is anticipated, but outside financial contributors may also desire representation.




Experience Of University Book Selling




Whitgombe



and




Tombs Ltd




Foremost Suppliers Of




University Books


For almost a century, Whitcombe and Tombs have been leading suppliers of books to universities throughout New Zealand. Their unique knowledge and experience simplifies book buying for students today as it did in the past.




An Easy Payment Plan Makes It Simple To Buy And Budget For All Your Books


There are no money worries when you use Whitcombe and Tombs' exclusive Easy Payment Plan to buy all your University Texts. Whitcombe and Tombs credit facilities specially devised fur students banish your budget problems.




Discount Applies And No Interest Charged


This is an important advantage when you use Whitcombe's Easy Payment plan to buy all your texts. See Whitcombe's Credit Manager and arrange easy monthly payments to meet individual needs, over the whole University year. Remember, when you buy your books from Whitcombes you can choose from the largest and most complete range.




Devaluation Price Structure


Whitcombe and Tombs have retained the old price on all text books in stock before devaluation. Those arriving after devaluation will show the increased price. Therefore it is possible that some copies of the same book could be marked at the pre-devaluation price while newly-arrived copies will carry the new price.




An Unparalleled Range To Choose From



Economics French Sociology



Education Gorman Anthropology



Geography Greek Biochemistry



History Latin Biology



Music Law Botany



Philosophy Italian Chemistry



Political science Russian Mathematics



Psychology Accountancy Geology



English Business Physics



English Language Administration Zoology



Institute Maori studies University



Extension



Easy Selection Displays,



Educational Book Department,



First Floor.
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Salient's Birthday

 Now We Are 30





First Editor Remembers
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The nineteen-thirties were years likely to produce an increase in the vigour of undergraduate thought at Victoria. Opening under the shadow of massive unemployment, and passing quickly into a period of mounting international tension — Japan's attack on China; the absorption of Austria by Nazi Germany; the betrayal of Czechoslovakia; Mussolini's assault on Ethiopia; the invasion and subjection of Spain — by 1938 the decade seemed certain to end as in fact it did, in war on a vast scale.


It was as a result of the changed mental climate produced by events such as these that the 1937-38 Students' Association Executive decided to alter the nature of the undergraduate newspaper from the light-hearted record of Victoria's activities until then provided by SMAD, to a publication reflecting more closely and more widely the events of those days.


Through its President, the Students' Association Executive made it clear that within the laws of libel and the bounds of taste and commonsense, the editor and staff could print what they liked. There were to be no strings or tags; all executive asked was a lively, good quality journal. They certainly kept their part of the agreement. In that year it was inevitable that we should print many things with which Executive were probably in profound disagreement, but never once, either directly or by a hint was the slightest pressure put on any member of "Salient's" staff to change what we wrote. On the contrary, encouragement from Executive to press on was a notable source of strength. Salient's good start owed much to this relationship between Executive and the editorial committee.


The Students' Association Executive appointed the editor and he chose his staff. The name Salient originated with the assistant editor, Derek Freeman, now I believe Professor of Anthropology at Canberra. Derek designed the original layout and also wrote vigorously and pungently.


The Literary Editor was Ron Meek, then already well known for his successful Extravaganzas. In addition to writing amusing "Cautionary Tales" Ron produced a number of interviews with celebrities which generally lifted the corner of a curtain which somebody would have preferred to leave undisturbed. Probably his most successful effort of this kind was a revealing interview with Count von Luckner. Ron is now. I have been told, Professor of Economics at Leicester.


The quiet efficiency of Maurice Boyd (still of Wellington) kept our name good with the printer. No one on the staff had a more difficult task.


Marie Bullock (nee Best). Vesta Emmanuel, the late Mary Dowrick (nee Brisco), Harold Gretton (now of Taupo and author of "No More Double Bunking") wrote in lively fashion in a variety of forms.


John Bullock of Seatoun, our Business Manager, secured a steady supply of advertisements for any page but the first, on which we would allow no advertising. Lara Sandford and Ruth Singleton handled the Sports Page and distribution was well managed by Eddie Robertson who usually shot out from an unfinished science experiment just in time to see to it.


This staff ran 
Salient as a fully co-operative effort. Regular staff meetings were held to pool ideas and decide policy. It was agreed that the time had come at Victoria to try to link University life more closely with the world, that we should comment on events rather than simply narrate them, that we should openly abandon the traditional but usually phoney editorial attitude of Olympian impartiality. We would sign what we wrote and take the consequences.


But the students read it. By the third issue the circulation had doubled and had reached what was then a record figure. 600 out of a total roll of 900 students. The staff watched all these reactions with great interest and often had them in mind when they planned fresh issues.


We had the view then, and all those members of the original staff with whom I have discussed the question since still hold this opinion, that it should be the function of an undergraduate newspaper not only to report, but to comment widely on events of the day, both within and outside the University. We believed then and believe now that any country is entitled to look to its educated young people to show a lively intellectual curiosity about all kinds of subjects. 
Salient tried to embody this idea in what it said; to rouse the indifferent, to question the orthodox, to stimulate discussion.


This remains an important and legitimate task for any university paper. The need to do this is just as great today as ever; perhaps it is even greater.


Congratulations then to 
Salient on its 30th birthday. May it long continue to stir the sluggards, to provoke the complacent, to rebuke the autocratic and occasionally, to amuse us all.


A. H. Scotney.
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Conrad Bollinger asks:

 "How 'red' was my 
Salient?"



Salient is thirty, which is hardly ancient: but traditionalists can't help celebrating anniversaries.


The sort of sentimental tribute which is usually demanded on such occasions necessarily involves traversing tracts of history within memory: and to do this, one needs to be aware of certain dangers. Reminiscence can drivel into a string of irrelevant anecdotes; the revived flush of past battles can discolour the perspective; hindsight and unconscious suppression can conspire to avoid essential but embarrassing details. Worst of all, as the great Raleigh warned us long ago, 
"Whoever follows truth too hard upon the heels may haply have his teeth struck out".


My first-hand experience of 
Salient spanned its middle decade. The first issue I had any part in celebrated its 10th birthday, produced late in my first long vacation as an undergraduate. Over the next few years, much of my extra-curricular energy was spent in 
Salient's columns, and when some and when some years after graduating I retunred to pick up the broken threads of a Law course (never completed), I was persuaded to go into double harness with Tony Wood as co-editor.


Policy, style, contents, tone, aesthetic appearance, typography, all tended to take on the complexion of this eccentric and often ill-assorted assemblage of individuals that each editor managed together round him. The editor's own personality was important — but few of them were so dominating as to be impressed indelibly on the whole product. 
Salient has always been very much of a team effort, and the less of it actually planned written or laid out by the editor in person, the better it usually was — and the more in touch with the current spirit of student life.



Salient had a "red" tradition in 1948, going back fairly continuously to its foundation ten years before — not "red" in the sense of conforming to the "party line", but in the wider sense embedded in the term "university red" current in those days: questioning accepted institutions and orthodox points of view, disrespectful of sacred cows, and pugnacious about principles like academic integrity and civil liberty.



Salient was constantly surrounded by the smoke of battle. Any afternoon or evening the little office off the upstairs gym in the old ramshackle Stud. Ass. Building (built 1909, demolished 1959) was certain to be the scene of a verbal blitzkrieg. If it wasn't the delinquencies of the Exec, or the shortcomings of the History II syllabus or the stew in the caf, it was the latest wharf strike or the war in Korea. Everything was grist to the mill of controversy which kept 
Salient's wheels turning.


It is naturally the loudest hullabaloos that come back most readily to mind. These included the night the Stud. Ass. Exec, was tossed out by a special general meeting for "bringing the college into disrepute" by resolving to congratulate Czech Premier Gottwald by cable on "the triumph of democracy" in his country when the communists pushed the right wing parties out of the government in 1948. No cable had in fact been sent, but the issues were debated eloquently until midnight in a feverish atmosphere that seemed to presume that the world was awaiting Victoria's decision ....


We churned out a special issue of Salient on the gestetner that night, and forgot to leave space at the top of the stencil to accommodate the printed masthead, so that Page 1 had to be printed upside down. (Oh well, we shrugged: everything was upside down tonight.) Incidentally, a full ticket of proven true-blues was elected that night as a "caretaker" exec, until new election could be held, but the elections duly put a number of the delinquent "reds" back into office.
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Marie Bullock (nee Best). Vesta Emmanuel, the late Mary Dowrick (nee Brisco), Harold Gretton (now of Taupo and author of "No More Double Bunking") wrote in lively fashion in a variety of forms.


John Bullock of Seatoun, our Business Manager, secured a steady supply of advertisements for any page but the first, on which we would allow no advertising. Lara Sandford and Ruth Singleton handled the Sports Page and distribution was well managed by Eddie Robertson who usually shot out from an unfinished science experiment just in time to see to it.


This staff ran 
Salient as a fully co-operative effort. Regular staff meetings were held to pool ideas and decide policy. It was agreed that the time had come at Victoria to try to link University life more closely with the world, that we should comment on events rather than simply narrate them, that we should openly abandon the traditional but usually phoney editorial attitude of Olympian impartiality. We would sign what we wrote and take the consequences.


But the students read it. By the third issue the circulation had doubled and had reached what was then a record figure. 600 out of a total roll of 900 students. The staff watched all these reactions with great interest and often had them in mind when they planned fresh issues.


We had the view then, and all those members of the original staff with whom I have discussed the question since still hold this opinion, that it should be the function of an undergraduate newspaper not only to report, but to comment widely on events of the day, both within and outside the University. We believed then and believe now that any country is entitled to look to its educated young people to show a lively intellectual curiosity about all kinds of subjects. 
Salient tried to embody this idea in what it said; to rouse the indifferent, to question the orthodox, to stimulate discussion.


This remains an important and legitimate task for any university paper. The need to do this is just as great today as ever; perhaps it is even greater.


Congratulations then to 
Salient on its 30th birthday. May it long continue to stir the sluggards, to provoke the complacent, to rebuke the autocratic and occasionally, to amuse us all.


A. H. Scotney.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

[advert]






[image: Barry & Sargent Ltd. and Babyland Ltd.]




[image: Unity Books]




[image: F. Levenbach Catering Ltd]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

Conrad Bollinger asks: — "How 'red' was my Salient?"





Conrad Bollinger asks:

 "How 'red' was my 
Salient?"



Salient is thirty, which is hardly ancient: but traditionalists can't help celebrating anniversaries.


The sort of sentimental tribute which is usually demanded on such occasions necessarily involves traversing tracts of history within memory: and to do this, one needs to be aware of certain dangers. Reminiscence can drivel into a string of irrelevant anecdotes; the revived flush of past battles can discolour the perspective; hindsight and unconscious suppression can conspire to avoid essential but embarrassing details. Worst of all, as the great Raleigh warned us long ago, 
"Whoever follows truth too hard upon the heels may haply have his teeth struck out".


My first-hand experience of 
Salient spanned its middle decade. The first issue I had any part in celebrated its 10th birthday, produced late in my first long vacation as an undergraduate. Over the next few years, much of my extra-curricular energy was spent in 
Salient's columns, and when some and when some years after graduating I retunred to pick up the broken threads of a Law course (never completed), I was persuaded to go into double harness with Tony Wood as co-editor.


Policy, style, contents, tone, aesthetic appearance, typography, all tended to take on the complexion of this eccentric and often ill-assorted assemblage of individuals that each editor managed together round him. The editor's own personality was important — but few of them were so dominating as to be impressed indelibly on the whole product. 
Salient has always been very much of a team effort, and the less of it actually planned written or laid out by the editor in person, the better it usually was — and the more in touch with the current spirit of student life.



Salient had a "red" tradition in 1948, going back fairly continuously to its foundation ten years before — not "red" in the sense of conforming to the "party line", but in the wider sense embedded in the term "university red" current in those days: questioning accepted institutions and orthodox points of view, disrespectful of sacred cows, and pugnacious about principles like academic integrity and civil liberty.



Salient was constantly surrounded by the smoke of battle. Any afternoon or evening the little office off the upstairs gym in the old ramshackle Stud. Ass. Building (built 1909, demolished 1959) was certain to be the scene of a verbal blitzkrieg. If it wasn't the delinquencies of the Exec, or the shortcomings of the History II syllabus or the stew in the caf, it was the latest wharf strike or the war in Korea. Everything was grist to the mill of controversy which kept 
Salient's wheels turning.


It is naturally the loudest hullabaloos that come back most readily to mind. These included the night the Stud. Ass. Exec, was tossed out by a special general meeting for "bringing the college into disrepute" by resolving to congratulate Czech Premier Gottwald by cable on "the triumph of democracy" in his country when the communists pushed the right wing parties out of the government in 1948. No cable had in fact been sent, but the issues were debated eloquently until midnight in a feverish atmosphere that seemed to presume that the world was awaiting Victoria's decision ....


We churned out a special issue of Salient on the gestetner that night, and forgot to leave space at the top of the stencil to accommodate the printed masthead, so that Page 1 had to be printed upside down. (Oh well, we shrugged: everything was upside down tonight.) Incidentally, a full ticket of proven true-blues was elected that night as a "caretaker" exec, until new election could be held, but the elections duly put a number of the delinquent "reds" back into office.
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Years Old


Then there was Pete Jenkins, editor in 1949. who affronted the College authorities by two pieces of "scurrility" in a single issue: an editorial criticising the menu and living conditions in Weir House (which he had left the year before), and a contributed review of Dr Beaglehole's jubilee history of the College expressing gross disrespect for some Vic old boys then holding positions of eminence in the land (notably Governor Freyberg and Wellington's Mayor Appleton). The Professional Board issued a reprimand and fined Jenkins £5 — a lot of money to a student in those days.


A special meeting of the Stud. Ass. was requisitioned, shades of 
Areopagitica were invoked in the best Debating Society rhetoric, and a resolution was carried protesting against the Professional Board's infringement of freedom of speech and instructing the Exec, to challenge the fine in the courts if necessary . . . The Professional Board, after hearing Jenkins speak impressively in his own defence and fortified by Stud. Ass. backing, retreated and decided to let him off with a warning.




Conrad Bollinger, now back at Vic doing postgrad work in English, is best known as an agitator (for racial equality, nuclear disarmament, Vietnam, licensing reform, etc.), as editor of the 
Public Service Journal for four years, and author of 
Grog's Own Country. He was Assistant Editor of 
Salient 1949-51, and Editor 1957. He graduated M.A. in 1952.


1951 was a stormy year. The biggest industrial upheaval in the country's history broke out the week before the varsity session opened, and a timid Exec. took fright at the bellicose tone of Salient's first issue for the year, and wondered whether they had made the right choice of editor. (It was Bill Cameron, now professor of English at McGill at Montreal.)


Fate gave them the chance for a second choice when pressure of a postgrad course and appointment as a junior lecturer forced the errant editor to resign. Looking round for a likely successor, the Exec, disregarded the unwritten convention of always giving the job to someone who had worked on the staff of the paper; instead, their eye fell on Maurice McIntyre. who had sporadically edited a right wing rival to 
Salient over the previous couple of years, and he was duly appointed — while his old baby. 
Charta, quietly breathed its last. Entering with firm intent to make 
Salient as one-eyed right as he was sure it had always been one-eyed left, Mclntyre soon found things weren't as simple as that. Working with a group heavily imbued with the "red" tradition, he came to accept it as not only necessary but desirable . . .


From here, my participation in 
Salient was only as an interested reader, until an enlightened Exec. put me in the editorial chair in 1957 jointly with a man eight years younger but impossible to dominate. We saw our task rather as the first editors saw theirs in rescuing college journalism from the banal parish gossip of 
Smad (which had dominated the field from 1930 till 1937). Taking over in 1957 from Nick Turner (now a sort of P.R.O. for Marshal Ky) who seemed to have taken 
Salient finally down to the end of the old 
Smad road, we proclaimed ourselves to be "idealists and dogmatists. If we find a 'truth', we will bash you over the head with it ... No punches barred and no apologies to anyone. Our paper will revel in stirring up trouble. We shall dig stale fish out of rubbish bins and . . . Hap them under your noses."


The words were Wood's, but I shared the sentiments heartily enough. In the upshot, the biggest rows we managed to provoke were over an increase in cable car fares, and a seemingly endless controversy about whether Christian students had an obligation to be interested in politics. Feature articles criticising aspects of the New Zealand way of life — the press, the secret police, the licensing laws, and our foreign policy — fell into the bond without a ripple.


Still, judging by the past decade, we appear to have succeeded in reviving the essential tradition of 
Salient as an irritant on the campus . . . which is what a student journal surely ought to be. I know it irritates me sometimes.
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Students find Unity in Christ


250 Roman Catholic and S.C.M. students joined together in "Explorations '67" search lor truth.


Together we tried to make some sense out of our often nonsensical faith.


We found a real unity in long walks, and in our endless bull sessions with our great speaker. Albert Van den Heuvel; we shared meals and sang together.


Most important we found a unity of purpose, in that we were able to agree on what the object of our Christian faith was and is.


Most of the credit for this unity was due to the efforts of our chief speaker, who reminded us again and again that the chief and sole justification of our Christian faith (both Roman Catholic and Protestant alike), was that it alone enabled men to be free and to be totally human.


We didn't gel bogged down in endless discussions about transubstantiation, mariolatry. etc.


All a Christian has to do is to be as normal as it is possible to be in a world of so much abnormality. A Christian can only be normal and free because he is aware that he is loved by Cod (in the world) and that this in turn forces him to love his neighbour and to be in communion with him. The Christian according to Van den Heuvel is anyone who is curious about the world and interested in it. yet retains his humanity so that he is compassionate towards it.


The Christian is one who also understands the significance 
of the Cross, and in turn is prepared to suffer for the world, with the knowledge of the resurrection to give hope. The Christian is anyone who responds to Cod moving in the world whether he calls from China or America. Russia or Germany: and the Christian is one who stands up to be counted, and one who opposes any sort of oppression (political, social or religious) rejoicing in the freedom of man. It is a call to revolt, revolt against all the forces that dehumanise and oppress .it is a call to men free from all that binds him.


It was this sort 
of intellectual meat that set the tone of conference, and Roman Catholic and S.C.M'er alike affirmed that this was what we wanted to make real in our lives. So together we accepted our "Precarious Unity" and resolved to get on with the mammoth job of being followers of the Way; people who endeavour to live whole and mature lives in relationships to God and lo our fellow men.




K. P. 
Clements.
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Our President is shocked



Doug White. President of VUWSA. is a member of a group of Far East Student Leaders who are a( present touring the United States on a programme sponsored by the U.S. State Department and organised by the Experiment in International Living. The group visited San Francisco in January. Here is his story:


The wet streets were littered with dog offal, paper, and people. Those who inhabited the area as selfstyled outcasts from society were, as we expected, longhaired, dirty and "traditionally" dressed.


The area takes its world-renowned name from the intersection of Haight Street with Ashbury Street. We took a 15 cent bus trip from our hotel to Ashbury Street in the company of several "commuter" hippies who apparently shed respectability for a day's business in the area.


It was Sunday and wet with scattered showers which did not add to the pleasantness of our surroundings. On our way to find a drugstore for a light breakfast we passed several groups including one hippie who discordantly strummed his guitar to the liturgy of "my mother doesn't like me to come here because of the tourists".


The drugstore was reasonably dirty and the coffee was quite warm. The rest of the clientele seemed to be a cross-section of earnest pipesmoking pacifists and "Indian" fakirs as well as a two or three year old white child who was wheeled in by a negro, placed in a chair, and told to eat her own breakfast of water. She had a piece of white tape across her forehead.


Our post-breakfast walking took us to a shop where I was offered a grinder or a black banana "especially imported from Mexico and not gassed as other imported U.S. bananas are". I declined the offer, but was amused to learn that the shopowner knew of New Zealand as a nation of sheep.


Other shops sold postcards, posters, hippie artifacts, and the everlasting buttons with the usual catchphrases such as "Legalise Spiritual Discovery". 'Take a Viet Cong to Church this Sunday", and "Nasser is a Feeble-minded Pharoah". One assumes that the cult of the hippie was not established to make money, but the area is certainly commercialised. Indeed the owner of one shop told me that he ordered self-designed enamel peace badges from an Auckland manufacturer.


The underlying presence of drugs was blatantly obvious. Glassy-eyed automated hippies moved along the street unaware that they were on earth, while others sat hunched in doorways or just on the sidewalk staring at nothing. We were offered drugs by people who whispered "acid" as they brushed past. Others asked for money and the youthfulness of one girl "beggar" was horrifying. It is said that some of these outcasts could afford to buy the area.


We were there out of season because, according to one shopkeeper, in the summer it's like Broadway. The happy flower people whose creed is love were not to be seen. One could almost sense the hate in the air engendered by these people who unsuccessfully used drugs to escape from reality. There was no friendship only oppression There was no brightness or enjoyment, it was impossible not to feel disillusionment. For me the image of a glamorous hippiedom, as played up by the news media, was shattered.


I think we were all somewhat relieved to catch a bus back to downtown San Francisco to the reality of the problems of race and war which face the United Stales today.
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"I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving hysterical naked ..."


—Allen Ginsberg, Howl.


It may seem a little ungrateful of me to quote these words on the topic of university education. It is not very polite to be critical of one's alma mater. But courtesy is a poor excuse for complacency, and the time for reform of New Zealand's universities is long overdue.


By failing to keep up with the changing educational needs of the community, the university is becoming an introverted and stultifying prison of the intellect. Under the increasing pressure of numbers and the accumulation of knowledge, it tends to reward lack of imagination, rote learning, and a certain low cunning.


Most of the major defects can be traced to the examination system, the system whereby students are selected and assessed; and it is the examination system that must be either abandoned or radically reformed.


Of course, to expect a full-scale revolution may be unrealistic; but, in the increasingly self-critical atmosphere which has followed the publication of the Parkyn report, extensive changes are inevitable. This report deserves careful consideration.


In 1955 Mr G. W. Parkyn, director of the New Zealand Council for Educational Research, was asked to investigate problems of success and failure at university. With more than one third of all first-year students failing, the universities were concerned with the wastage of money, time and effort.


The first volume of the report, dealing with the standard of entrance qualifications and the academic performance of first-year students, was published in 1959. Volume-II, which reports further investigations into the causes of failure, was published last year.


Like the work of most experts, the report's reasoning is precise at the expense of being tedious, and its conclusions remain scientifically tentative. Beneath the jargon and the statistics, however, Parkyn has produced a sharp indictment of the present system.


The main implication of the first volume was that "a large proportion of the actual failure was unnecessary, in the sense that it was not inherent in or predetermined by the ability and attainments of students on entry to the university" ed in the second volume supports this conclusion, and shows that any selection procedures is both unnecessary and undesirable. Almost every student who enters the university at present has the innate capacity to benefit from it, and it is impossible to predict potential failers with any accuracy. In order to halve the present rate it would be necessary to exclude more than half of the present entrants, and those excluded would contain as many potential passers as potential failers.


Farkyn then looks at several factors which might the failure rate. Few relate significantly. Full-time students do better than part-time students, not cnly in the overall number of units gained per year, but also in the proportion of successes per unit attempted. However, the part-time/full-time factor "accounts for only a small part of the variance of performance in first-year students."


Nor is the student's course-load an important element in his failure: while some students may be attempting too much, by and large "there appears to have been a fairly accurate adjustment of load to ability." Other factors, such as accommodation, travelling time to university, and socio-eeonomic background, were similarly unrelated.


Poor teaching may impair a student's performance considerably. But Parkyn devotes little space to the effects of teaching methods, since hardly any scientific evidence is obtainable. He comments only that "in recent years several university departments in New Zealand have demonstrated to their own satisfaction that a marked improvement in the work of their students could be brought about by improvement in their teaching."
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This article, the first of three by Jonathon Cloud, reviews the results of recent research into university education in New Zealand, and attempts to isolate some of the major defects of the present system.


Individual (e.g. psychological) factors were dealt with in a more intensive study by Dr J. J. Small, and hit recommendations will be mentioned later.


Since the personal characteristics and circumstances of the students do not explain why they fail Parkyn takes a closer look at the examination process itself. He discusses two important aspects: the 
reliability or consistency of examinations, and the 
standard or pass/fail level. He argues that the average reliability of the usual two-paper examination is about .85 (corrected split-half consistency coefficient). This strikes me as rather high, and overseas studies have usually suggested a lower figure.


But in any case, the fact is that somewhere betwene 8 and 32 per cent of students fail through the unreliability of examinations and examiners.


Parkyn writes: "Whatever the exact numbmay be, these full-time failing students would in fact be no lower in attainments than an equivalent number of passers. They were the unlucky students, whose fate rested on the hazard of fallible examinations."


To raise the reliability and avoid these "mistakes" within the present framework would require much longer examinations — such as six papers for a Stage 1 subject. An alternative would be to average out examination marks with marks from tests and essays during the year. This would mean about nine or ten essays in each subject to supplement the present two-paper final examination, and they would all have to carry out approximately equal weight.


The second aspect is the extent to which a consistent pass rate is maintained over several years and between different universities. The general conclusion is that, while the standards remain fairly constant within a given department over time, there is little consistency between different subjects at the same university, or between different universities when considering the same subject.


Briefly, pass rates depend mainly on the idiosyncratic expectations of the individual departments. They do not depend on variations in the intrinsic difficulty of certain subjects or on variations in the academic ability of the candidates. Furthermore, it seems unlikely that examiners can maintain an absolute standard of judgement throughout the marking of several hundred scripts.


These factors — unreliability and inconsistent standards — show that the examination process itself can be regarded as causing many unjustified failures. Of the 33 per cent of first-year students who fail, less than half can be accounted for by lack of academic ability, deterioration of intellect, or personal problems. The failure of some 16 or 17 per cent of students can be traced directly to examiner unreliability and fluctuations in standards.


Maintaining a high standard is obviously important both to the university and to the community; but Parkyn argues that we can lower the failure rate without lowering the standard. The assessment procedure must be reorganised so as to pass those presently discriminated against by the examination system.


Parkyn suggests that universities as a whole, rather than individual departments, should determine the standard and the failure rate. This should in no case exceed 18 per cent of the first-year fulltime students.


Even this proposal may err on the conservative side. Sir James Mountford, Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University, writes:


"As a general proposition I would suggest that when more than 10 per cent of a class fails, something is seriously wrong with the selection of students, or the teaching they have received, or the examining to which they have been subjected; and that when the failure rate reaches 25 per cent, it is time for what may euphemistically be called a staff reorganisation."


Dr J. J. Small's work, published in 1966, is basically a highly focused supplement to the Parkyn report. Small studied 99 first-year full-time students at Canterbury, 66 of whom had had some failure. He tried to determine, by an intensive testing and interviewing programme, the effects of unfortunate personal circumstances, aptitudes, personal traits, changes in interest, neglect of work, and so on. Accepting the actual pass rate as the criterion of success (which, in the light of the Parkyn report, is questionable), Small writes: "The main conclusion ... is that failure is due to a variety of factors, of which the most important single one seems to be an intellectualacademic one." He adds, "the performance of students is so idiosyncratic that a reduction in the failure rate would not be easily achieved by general procedures. Attempted improvements should, therefore; be based on the principle of meeting individual needs." Small consequently recommends:


(a) Providing educational and psychological guidance based on a system of academic and personal assessment before matriculation;


(b) Strengthening the work of liaison officers and improving the circumstances of the transition from school to university; and


(c) Improving living conditions and working conditions at the university.


But such changes could not be expected to reduce failure rates dramatically. In a recent report to N.Z.U.S.A., Sue Markham and I wrote:


"It is to be hoped that the universities will follow these recommendations; but it would be tragic if they stopped where Small has. It is not just the performance of students which is idiosyncratic. There seems to be a view prevalent among university administrators and staff that if only the Government would spend more money on accommodation, psychological guidance, and so on, everything would be all right ... It is Just con
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ceivable, however, that improvements might result from better teaching methods, more consistency about standards, and less emphasis on final examinations."


Parkyn himself believes that the factors studied by Small account for only a small proportion of the failures: "Possib'y 4 per cent of the first-year fulltime students failed for such personal reasons." While not denying the importance of Small's conclusions, Parkyn recommends that:


(a) All departments should attempt to estimate the reliability of their tests and examinations, and where necessary improve this reliability;


(b) Examiners should make allowances for the inconsistency of the examination when deciding which students 
[
unclear: shoul]


(c) The academic staff should reach common agreement upon a Stage l pass rate which could be adopted as a tentative reference point for the whole university; and


(d) The failure rate for the Whole of the full-time first-year group should not exceed about 18 per cent.


This, it seems to me, is the very least we can expect from our universities.
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Junk Is A Way Of Life


It is as if the Western hip youth has suddenly turned on to a new scene. A scene of light and colour, a scene of beauty and contentment, a scene of horror and danger. Drugs, stuff, gear, shit.


And this new found land, no less than America 400 years ago is going to change things, is going to alter the attitutes of many people and is going to become the symbol as well as the means for a new outlook. New Zealand does not yet have a scene like this, but as dated views on drugs disappear one will form and prejudice will give way to enlightenment.


And even if all drugs do not, many drugs do enlighten. The view that they are always an evil is absolutely wrong. So is the view that man does not need physical aids for enlightenment or even for pleasure. Most mystical illumination has relied on some sort of physical aid, hunger, lack of sleep, yoga positions or chemicals (drugs) which make the mind more receptive. Pleasure too needs physical aids, pleasure is a feeling of unusual contentment; once a full stomach, a girl and alcohol, now a full stomach, a girl and a joint.


If the drugs are not necessary then well and good, but most of us are so that we need help to feel happy or profound especially when we are learning how to achieve these states of mind. The Beatles can now meditate without acid but they needed acid to learn to meditate; many people have only understood the true beauty or meaning of a printing, a piece of music or a landscape when stoned, yet the meaning they saw, stoned, remains with them, sober.


Pot and acid show reality, they clothe the world in beauty and meaning by clarifying the senses, and they give visions whose truth is assured by their profundity.


But (his does not rid us of the problems inherent in drugs and drug-taking. The use of hardstuff, the almost unknown medical effects of the mind benders and the lack of discipline of many young drug-takers are the most important of these problems. William Burroughs once said "funk is a way of life". This is how junk strikes junkies themselves.


It is not like the other stuff, it demands and gets complete dedication from its users, it gives hours of complete ecstasy and days of utter pain and finally it kills. Most would not choose it. but as a way of life it seems to have attractions even if these are romantic. It is the final repudiation of worldliness, far more than is mysticism or the monastery, or junkies are despised and persecuted by the world, not admired and ignored. Most junkies are drawn into this world unawares, they begin by taking the stuff for kicks, but as the new way of life slowly claims them and they are mainlining three times or more a day, they try desperately to retrieve their grip on worldly values and to stop their addiction.


They fail and the misery of old junkies is infinitely greater than their joys.


Junk however has glamour at least to adolescents, in Christchurch about a year ago, a group of 50 teenagers were using coke regularly and in Wellington a short time ago pethedine and morphine (never hard to obtain) were in much supply to teenagers who had never had contact with drugs before. The occassion sniff of snow, as Sherlock Holmes had, may do little harm, cocaine is not very addictive, and none as far as 1 know of the Christchurch teenagers got hooked but if they had the scene would have cracked and ended in misery.


These teenagers were too innocent, even if they thought themselves and talked otherwise and probably too immature to know what they were doing. To take morphine, pethedine, H or O before one's twenty five is lethal in the sense that it could wreck one's life. At twenty-five at least one's adolescent idealism will have gone and life is one's own, as free from outside influence as it will ever be.


The other two problems, the medical effects of pot and acid and irresponsibility in using them are in many ways linked. Acid it is now thought may affect the chromosomes and acid-heads produce deformed children. Of course the data is by no means conclusive yet. We do not know the chances of deformity under any circumstances — be it a trip once ten years before having a child or a trip a day while pregnant. In the long run. however, this side-effect might be an asset. A new priesthood of necessarily continent (or camp?) acid-heads might officiate over a new mystical religion, retaining the use of acid for themselves, and unable to enjoy the more pleasures of the flesh. The thought is uplifting.


Another possible effect of pot and acid is that they could gradually deteriorate the mind. Doctors doing research on this believe that they could cause loss of memory, a general mental confusion and a cut in I.Q. and personality test results. Acid, as is over-well publisised, can also cause pyschoses. But these mental effects can be prevented. Deterioration of the mind is probably a result of excess, just as it is with alcohol.


A medical test can forecast what sort of a trip one is going to have and thus can prevent psychoses. But this means that if one is going to turn on and there is no non-medical reason not to, medical discipline is necessary. The days of moralisers, one hopes, are over, but the discipline here is not dictated by moral laws but by physical ones. The order "Discipline yourself while turning on" is not the same sort of order as "Don't make love before you're married," it is like the order "Have plenty of Vitamin C in your diet". A medical necessity not part of a moral code based on the values of a former age.


After these generalisations a little about the local scene. In New Zealand. Auckland is the biggest drug scene, despite rumours that the local vice squad believes there is a ring in Wellington pushing stuff out all over the Pacific, The same rumour was in Auckland about a year ago, it is probably as much part of the scene as the stuff itself. Auckland is the big New Zealand scene, pot is easy to get there though prices are exorbitant. $5.00 a joint to the uninitiated and acid which does (or did) not enjoy permanent residence anywhere else in the country is always possible to get there.


The hard stuff is usually on a different scene, junkies usually have a regular supplier, and. are very, very cool. Only occasionally can the uninitiated get junk as easily as pot or acid. And unlike pot or acid its price is standard. Speed of course is the easiest of all to obtain. It is very cheap, though in Auckland a nurse was selling it for 10c a bean and getting it. Almost all drugs come into New Zealand with sailors on boats from Britain, the Stales, Australia or the East.


The fuzz are moderately efficient in New Zealand. They rely on shelves, usually former junkies or people with some sort of record, and on a careful surveillance of known places where the drug scene congregates. The cooler a scene is the less chance of being busted obviously, and this is why anyone who is hooked or who has gear regularly makes sure that as few people as possible know where he gets it.


The vice-squad consists of men who have a genuine reforming spirit, in Wellington, Detective Sergeant (Cocky) Thompson is particularly well known for this attitude. They believe that drugs, all drugs are evil, but are prepared to help a teenager who they believe is taking drugs against his better judgement by talking to him and his parents.


However this reforming and sincere altitude is not appreciated by drug-takers. And it is also marred by the highly dramatic outlook the police have of their own position. Many of them think they are true and direct heirs of Elliot Ness.


Students are not prominent on any drug-scenes contrary to the opinion of 
Truth and the popular press, probably their imagination and outlook would improve if they were. It is high time students here realised the beneficial effects of certain drug experiences, effects which could turn them from completely academically orientated managers to something approaching real, rounded people.


(Contributed anonymously).
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Poem


And there, clad only in a transparent pink négligé, was the ravishing Julia, who danced ever more wildly, ever more rapturously to the exciting beat of that fantastic music: her smooth and slender body twisting itself this way and that, her flesh set a-trembling with a perfumed moistness of utterly over-sensuous awareness and longing. Sin, Oh for sin! (Or am I being too old-fashioned, and are her lips excused of these words if I write, as more of a metaphysical evocation, O, Sin! instead?)


Her parents had, yes that's right separated, They Left Her Behind Them. And as if the dark forces of Fate were working vengeance indirectly upon those who set this bad example, breakers of this marriage (after so many, almost twenty, years); as if in the way of some retribution; there appears, suddenly at one of the windows, out of the blackness of the night the repulsive hairy face of a grey-coated old man. Sweet litle Julia notices nothing, but throws herself in abandon for the seven-hundred-and-fiftieth time upon the soft sofa. And now the great monster—some paltry cat-thief elevated by Destiny to this role—is already forcing an entry. And. his loathsome, grisly face contorted into a grin, he sets upon her. It is nothing less than rape. Rape! Agh, most atrocious act! Terror and delight mingle grotesquely in the creature's pure face . . . Enough of this . . .


At last she was alone in the enormous mansion. Her parents had parted from each other for ever, husband and wife making off in mutually opposing directions.—The splitting asunder of a marriage of which dear Julia had been the only success. And their last gift to her had been the beautiful pink négligé. There, simply locked up inside the mansion—outside it was dark—she danced and danced to the hum of 
her own generation, all by herself, and simply 
shivered in sensuous ecstacy. Faster and faster she moved, louder and louder the music blared, she had only her own little body (but what excitement, what glorious longing) for comfort. Why. the chandeliers almost swung in sympathy, a thousand tinkling glassy titillations.


Terror? What am 1 saying? Surprise, that is all; and as the pair are united, pleasure surpasses surprise, and she falls completely in love with the old fellow! and follows him on some mangy path away over the fields into the night, into the world. And that is how she leaves the spacious mansion, which stands there still, in darkness and in silence, deserted. in the night.



Students are invited to contribute poems, short stories, reviews, cartoons and other drawings, photographs and other artistic creations for these pages.



Copy should be addressed to the editor and left in the 
Salient office or in the letter-box outside.




[image: cartoon of a man and a woman]




P. I McGrath.
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New view on Camelot



A Tale Of Arthur, by William F.



Humble. Published by Anthony Blond Ltd. $2.60. Reviewed by Carol Phelps.


This first novel by a 16-year-old spastic boy is a book which disappoints as it fascinates.


Here problems about the use of lime, of conservation of energy, of prerogatives, are presented in a truly satirical way refreshingly different from their handling in the mind-plumbing psychological novel — and perhaps more effective. There are conflicts that beset men of all times and temperaments to some degree, but the neurotic King Arthur finds they torment him and demand systematisation:


"Life stretched out in front of him, and it was silly to use up all the pleasures of life before retirement. If there was nothing left for him to sit back and enjoy when ripe old age crept upon him and left him without the faculties to enjoy anything any more, what would his lot be?"


Arthur is an example of more than a bored and satiated modern made anxious by life's endless contradictions. He is a caricature of a dictator, suffering the fears, worries and loneliness of absolute power.


Throughout the book, one has only a hazy picture of Arthur, whose growth has been stunted by anti-hormone pills and whose paunch is the most startling aspect of his appearance. The author keeps a skilful distance between him and the reader, most appropriate to satire, so that one is never sure whether or not to believe completely in him.


One senses that Humble, with his use of "ghettos" and "race-hatred" and his references to Arthur's sickness of the mind and wild gesticulations, is directing us too forcefully to a comparison with Hitler. The push is resented.


There is a puzzling ambivalence in Humble's attitudes toward the values he is satirising. 1 often felt that he would have done better to decide on his stand once and for all.


His evasiveness is, however, provocative — at time approaching genius. Time and again we are led on and on, with mounting anticipation, to be lost suddenly in a haze or to find ourselves jammed against a wall — having bumbed our heads for nothing. The author delights in false clues: "Almost . . . though not quite, for that's another story as so many things are." After many paragraphs as smart and perplexing as "But I shall call them [the lowest strata in Arthur's town] 'ordinary spastics' to show you how cruel Arthur was in calling them that. It is quite disgusting", the reader at last gives up looking for hidden meanings and delights in or tolerates the unfinished, the enigmatic, and the highly original with which "A Tale of Arthur" is crammed — delights in or tolerates according to his temperament.


Arthur's Town is well-named, for it is Arthur and only Arthur who comes to see the fireworks display, who uses the drawbridge who rides in a vehicle. Arthur becomes a patient in Arthur's Hospital. Arthur is King. Priest, and Special Doctor of his town. The enjoyment of the ordinary people who are not overmuch worried by Arthur as long as he leaves them alone — the extraordinary ordinary people who have their own secret union and try to stir up discontent against Arthur's absolutism, and the spastics headed by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John who are despised by all others and do only the most menial tasks — the enjoyment of all these is sacrificed to Arthur's gratification, and to lofty "Culture".


The spastics' simplicity and clarity of thinking is compared favourably with Arthur's complexity:


"They [the spastics] found the day as good or bad as the night. The two were much the same, save that one was darker than the other, with the one rather lighter than its fellow. They had worked these things out and they were very brave about it because it was silly not to be."


Their insignificant enjoyment is weighed against Arthur's abundance and there seems little to choose between them. They have only one thing to enjoy; hence they escape the anxious deliberation which is Arthur's lot.


"Arthur didn't like them one bit, but he didn't show it. You wouldn't notice it from just looking at them like he did in that way of his."


Arthur is a ridiculous figure, but he is also more than that. He is alarmingly typical of crazed dictators who believe themselves to be impregnated with greatness in the womb and who drop dead at football matches.


His is a town where there is no communication between the workers and himself, where he can commend all, yet deny responsibility, where he can advocate freedom of worship because he knows there is not the slightest chance of its taking place.


Humble succeeds most in his satire, however, when he keeps his story on the level of a fairy-tale with absurdity predominant over horror. His one or two close brushes against realistic horror are not successful — the pathetic and absurd horridness that is the chief fairy-tale mood of his story is more suggestive and powerful.


When Arthur dies at a football match on the day of his wedding he thus quietly defeats the plans of the extraordinary ordinary people to overthrow his regime and those of the fairy folk to turn him into a frog. This deliberate anti-climax is a failure. It leaves the reader with a chance for immediate assessment of what has gone before and for a quick decision that "A Tale of Arthur" is no work of genius after all.
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[
unclear: ranny]



as quite certain




[
unclear: at], when she died




[
unclear: nd] went across




[
unclear: the] other side.



Lord would come



meet her at the wharf.



choir would sing



she got off,



He would thank her



tears in His eyes



the Good work



had done




[
unclear: nder] blazing skies.




[
unclear: ing] black souls for Salvation,



far-distant missionary stations.



her annual vacations . . .





from which she would return



with cheerful heart under bright sunburn



and, crossing the street to avoid the tart



who plied her trade about this part.



looking past the crippled beggar,



ignoring the drunkard in his stagger,



she would wend her way



to her cottage trim,



for evening meal and the daily Hymn,



afterwards run a luke-hot bath,



away to scrub with soap and cloth



the dust and grime



of foreign lands.



and the offensive touch



of strange black hands.



which



she had



so glad



yearly endured



for the Reward



that it ensured . . .



by P. Grimbeek.
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the pallbearer




the pallbearer



[
unclear: ace] was stern, and thus in keeping with his task the eyes betrayed detachment that showed it was a mask 
[
unclear: ands] were in their proper place, his shirt correctly starched handling of the casket as the mourners mumbled past 
[
unclear: furiating] honour for a man without the ties, 
[
unclear: made] him friend, that in the end should make him act the 
[
unclear: ie]?



[
unclear: ransient] procession, now stepping to the place humour that he twisted but hid by Other Grace.


I am dead," he thought, as the burden lent his way will carry me a million years and feast on my decay! 
[
unclear: ashioning] is evil if the dead will always rise —
[
unclear: ps] theyll live a Second, from sipping up my eyes! 
[
unclear: ere's] the gate, the turning point, and grave; 
[
unclear: ieve] my aching limbs and hope that God can brave ast-off spirit I have left him — does He understand? sorry he has left us. but his soul is surely grand!"



[
unclear: thoughts] contracted nearly, on the face that went ahead who will ever gratify the wishes of the dead?




Eric Fairbrother.
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[
unclear: st] night




[
unclear: ssed] no one




[
unclear: aling] a




[
unclear: st]




[
unclear: alanche] cloud




[
unclear: asped]



hand




[
unclear: e]




[
unclear: ghed] as




[
unclear: knew]




[
unclear: e]




[
unclear: en]




[
unclear: od] silent




[
unclear: aiting] for




[
unclear: e]




[
unclear: in].





I said goodbye



to No one



while he slept



beside his wall



his desk



his books



his spiderweb



within his bed



(The spider came



with me) and



undetected now.



I have



a thousand



singing webs.



Nylecoj.
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The Journal of Ocarina




[image: The Return of the Triboldies by Dennis List]


18643. Two nights before last 1 was given a strange dream. I dreamt that our people left this dreary place and returned to their long-forgotten ancestral homeland. It was a warm and comfortable place; in the dream I was overwhelmed by sensations of greenness and of reddish-brownness. As soon as I woke I forgot exactly what had happened in the dream, except for a vision of a grey rectangular rock growing straight out from the earth. Somehow I knew that the following words were carved on the far side of it: "Rest in peace".


I have mentioned this dream to Cantilever, who became immediately enthusisatic. The words expressed on the opposite face of the rock, he said, symbolised the fate of our people: on the near face there is, by contrast, neither rest nor peace. He suggests that I should transform the dream into a poem, and present it at this week's festival.


I did so; the poem was received without great acclaim, but thoughtfully. After the festival, Sparadrap asked that the poem be read once more, to the remainder of the crowd. I felt greatly honoured by such a request from our oldest and wisest. After the reading (again received in silence) Sparadrap was helped into the tree, from where he addressed the several hundred gathered. He said: I have long thought in the manner of Ocarina's dream; last week. I myself dreamt that we were travelling towards our former home. There are none among us now who remember our flight and retreat to this desolate spot, but my great-great-grandfather's greatgrandfather's grandfather's father, among those gallant hundred and twenty three who arrived at the safety, though not the luxury, of this mean abode, spoke of our stay here as purely temporary. saying that we should return when we had gathered our wits, facilities, forces, consolidated our magic, and had been purified by our stay here.


At this point a loud humming broke out as it showed its appreciation of the trouble Sparadrap took to speak.


18644. Over the last month or so there has been a veritable plethora of dreams concerning the land of our forebears. Some suspect a practical joke on the part of the philosophers, perhaps by means of Enur. Consequently there is talk of return; this of course swells every autumn; nobody looks forward to their enforced hibernation. Perhaps this year we shall go; the year before last it was only the death of Ockeghem that prevented us. and last year the early onset of winter. Sparadrap evidently thinks we shall leave; he has asked me to keep a record of events. Once more I am honoured.


18645. There has been a small earthquake. Many of us have been trapped in our caves. The moles are at the point of exhaustion, with boring away so much rock. It is feared that some of us are lost. It is generally agreed that this unfortunate event will settle all arguments about leaving: now we shall have to go: all our winter stores are lost in an abyss.


We shall attempt to leave before the first snows. It will be a long and arduous journey, since we do not know where to look, except eastward. All other indication of the whereabouts of the homeland has been lost; many false starts can be expected. We shall all have to become pilgrims temporarily, perhaps for years.


I am filled with a violent hatred for this dreary clime. I am familiar with every stone, clump of grass, ugly shrub, and other excrescence upon the landscape for miles around, and I despise them all.


Already we are in the midst of preparations. The larger animals are being brought up from their deep caves, so that their eyes may become accustomed to the daylight. Our raw-materials cave is rapidly emptying; we are using up all our wood, metal, and plastics in building 100 covered wagons with caterpillar tracks. It is sad that our rainbow zebra-ounce is fatally ill after having impaled itself on a sharp stack, and may die before we leave. A pity because of that animal's great speed. However the roc-albatross is now old enough to make long flights; with one of us on its back, it can fly for hours without landing. Buxtehude is to take il tomorrow, to find the best route out of these hateful mountains.


Buxtehude's route is over the pass to the north, then along the river side, then to cross the river before the cliffs, then to make our way across the plateau on the far side of the cliffs. Across the river is where the danger will begin, if our enemies are still waiting for us. lacking as they are in the magic — or the elephant-giraffes — necessary to cross the flooded river.


Whirligig has drawn up a plan of leaving. Since there will be nobody to farewell us, half of us will go first, fondly farewelled by the remaining half, then gradually return, in time to farewell the second half. Those who leave later will travel by a slightly longer route, in order that those who remain will be able to overtake them easily. Each half will then welcome the other with glad greetings. In this way. every one of us will twice be made to feel happy. Whirligig is a genius!


A date has been set for leaving: only two weeks ahead. Even that to me seems an infinite time. Buxtehude has flown more, and confirmed that no large enemy body is awaiting us to the east (at least. not in the open). All the ground over which he has flown is totally uninhabited.


18645. The covered wagons are all made. The animals are all ready. We shall hold a gigantic festival, lasting from tomorrow till the time we leave.


Our band will comprise:


104 covered wagons (three made entirely of bronze, to protect against magnetism, to let the magicians continue with their experiments as we travel)


drawn by 68 elephant-giraffes, 10 rhinoceroscamels. 10 giant ants, 16 giant cats. 3 griffins (for the bronze wagons). 12 dragon-cats, 
28 ant-lions


followed by the beasts of burden, too numerous to list here, followed by the beasts of non burden but some danger, such as dragons, welignyfes. amphisboenas, basilisks, and harpies


followed by the rainbow zebra-leopard (if it lives) on a cart drawn by 1089 stoats.




[image: Photograph by Robert Joiner.]
Photograph by Robert Joiner.
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In the first issues this year I will concentrate on reviews of the best discs released during the vacation.


Out on Decca in December was the first real challenge to the late Dennis Brain's status as "maestro of the French horn." It is ironical that his successor. Barry Tuckwell, also principal with the London Symphony Orchestra, is better known as the brother of the new Lady Harewood rather than as the most gifted young horn player in the world today.


On Decca SXL 6285 Stereo, are masterful performances of Richard Strauss's 1st and 2nd Horn Concertos E Flat Major and a bonus — father Franz's Horn Concerto Op. 8.


Tuckwell's best form is in the 1st concerto — right from the strident horn call which opens the piece through to the "last splendid outburst in place of the cadenza". The playing throughout is of such a uniform excellence that further comment becomes superfluous.


Of course this L.P. has the great advantage of an excellent modern stereo recording which successfully captures Tuckwell's splendid tone.


There have been many occasions in gramophone history when exclusive recording contracts have prevented recordings of concerts where artists from various labels have been performing together.
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instant money



yours for the asking!



at the B.N.Z, the bank on the spot —
right inside your University



It's open for business during regular hours, so that you can make deposits or withdrawals on the spot, at the right time.



When away from University you can transfer your balance to vow nearest B.N.Z branch. (There are over 400 B.N.Z branches and agencies throughout N.Z)



And you can use all the other BNZ services — choice of 10 special savings accounts. Travellers' Cheques, Safe Deposit far Valuables ... and so on.



Open a BNZ Cheque account now. You'll keep your savings safe and enjoy the convenience of instant cash, when you want it.



Bank of New Zealand
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Maestro of the French horn


Company bureaucrats have constantly strived to squash any chances of these recordings. However, in the last few years the situation has changed — one of the first major collaborations was when D.G.G. and E.M.I, followed Richter around Italy and, through mutual agreement, combined forces in recording. They then issued separate parts of the concerts.


A similar situation occurred in the spring of 1966 when Leonard Bernstein conducted the Vienna Philharmonic in a performance of "Falstaff" and a concert. Fortunately, C.B.S. and Decca came to an agreement whereby Decca recorded everything but gave the opera to C.B.S.


Overseas, these performances have been condemned by some of the purists. Admittedly, Bernstein's Mozart is full of mannerisms, but I can't agree with the critics who scorn the conductor's "affected" approach, One has only to listen to the beautiful, relaxed andante to be won over. His interpretation of the "Linz" follows the same pattern — careful phrasing, strict attention to tempi and a good, clean sound from the orchestra.


As is to be expected, the V.P.O's playing is faultless. The stereo recording is very good, with an excellent balance between piano and orchestra in the concerto. Incidentally, there is a very interesting sleeve note written by Eric Smith.


If you like concert warhorses with brilliant recording and stunning orchestral playing then you will like a recent R.C.A. release — the Russian conductor Kirii Kondrashin at the helm of the R.C.A. Symphony Orchestra in vibrant perform ances of Khachaturian's "Masquerade Suite" and Kabalerskv's "The Comedians. Op. 26" (RCA Victor LSC 2398 Stereo).


Kondrashin's brash but completely idiomatic interpretations have transformed two hackneyed "Prom" stand-bys into vivacious showcases of orchestral splendor.




Don Hewitson.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

Books — A look at Labour





Books


A look at Labour




The Thirty-Year Wonders, By Leslie Hobbs. Whitcombe and Tombs, Christchurch. 1967. $3.00. Reviewed by Owen Gager.


Mr Hobb's qualifications for writing this book seem to be that he was at one time a member of the Parliamentary Press Gallery. To say then, that he brings to his present book (whose subject is the first Labour Government) the same critical acumen displayed in his 
The Wild West Coast is to suggest that this book marks the end, not of an epoch in New Zealand politics, but in New Zealand journalism.


Political journalism in New Zealand over the last five years, perhaps mainly as a result of the influence of people like Gordon Bick and Austin Mitchell on T.V., has been on the upgrade, having developed to a point where in the 
Sunday Times or the 
Auckland Star the best political commentary will reach the level of an exceptionally poor review in the 
London Observer, the 
New York Times or the 
Sydney Bulletin. For New Zealand, this is progress.


The book under review, however, is a throwback to a dying but still, alas, kicking school of political journalism whose idea of a peep behind the scenes at Molesworth Street is to tell them that John A. Lee was a rebel and that Bob Semple told salty stories. This, at least is what Mr Hobbs serves up as inside stories about the thirties.


We still know almost nothing about the alternatives that were open to the 1935-49 Government, John A. Lee's rhodomontade and his spectacular explusion in 1940 having blinded us to the fact that other alternatives were open to Labour than greater radicalism in monetary reform. While we cannot expect any party in power in the thirties to have forseen all the stresses their political creations we now have to bear, we have a right to ask just how much they could have seen if they had looked.


Our historians still have not come to terms with the undeniable fact that Labour pulled off the biggest electoral confidence trick New Zealand has witnessed this century, winning the 1935 election by a rural landslide when in reality it was such an urban orientated party that it feared any measure which could give farming any advantage over secondary industry. By 1936 Labour had lost the bulk of its farming support; in 1938 Labour gained its greatest popular mandate ever on the urban vote; by 1944 its rural support had so eroded that it had no choice but to abolish the "country quota", which kept in being a fixed ratio of rural to urban constituencies.


The real conflicts in the first Labour Government were rural-urban conflicts, but Mr Hobbs knows nothing of these, and only one Labour farmer M.P. is listed in his index. Why did farmers vote Labour? How did Labour persuade them? We don't yet really know.


This is only to mention the principal conditioning factors in Labour's political orientation. We still know next to nothing about the determinants of Labour's economic policy, or its labour policy, or its Maori policy. They have been taken for granted, true beyond any need for casual explanation, by a whole generation of Labourorientated historians. Mr. Hobbs does not relieve our ignorance. The interpretation of 1935-49 offered by lames K. Baxter, borrowing the poetic persona of Yevtushenko, that 1935 was the year when socialism could have happened but didn't still awaits discussion. Was 1935 a "great betrayal" — which means, ultimately, was there anything to betray? Alternatively would the depression have silently slipped away by 1941 no matter what Government had been in power?


No historian seems to have wished to penetrate the lese-majesté of even posing such hypotheses. Let us hope that Mr. Hobb's book does not end an epoch of neo-Victorian journalism to foreshadow an epoch of historical hagiography.
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The Sports Depot


(Whitcombe and Caldwell) 
Half-Way Along Willis St.


Long standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.
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Bill's Mart

 129 Vivian St.


(10 minutes walk from varsity).


— For all used Furniture (desks, chairs, beds, etc.)


Remember . . .


Bill's Mart Telephone 52-818 (Bus.) 82-961 (Private)










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

[advert]






[image: Marie's]




[image: New Theatre Club]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

[advert]








[image: Sweet and Maxwell's University Book Centre Limited]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

Films:






Films:




Crutch — Held Camera From Europe


by Rex Benson


Compared to most other Cannes Festival Grand Prix winners. Claude Lelouch's 
A Man And A Woman is lightweight stuff indeed, but I enjoyed this film more than 
The Knack and Blow Up, if not as much as Visconti's mutilated but magnificent valediction to a dying age and race. 
The Leopard. A Man And A Woman has been described as a 'woman's picture', in the same way. for example. as Dear John can be considered a woman's magazine (Gillian Freeman type) view of sex. The description is probably justified, although in a way it's rewarding to discover that someone still thinks it worthwhile to make a sentimental saga with a happy ending. After all. the romance/separation/reconciliation has been staple diet (and financial crust) for decades.


The inevitable reaction to this cliché led. inevitably, to another cliché — the doomed affair. 
A Man And A Woman is a welcome return to the earlier form and. as such, is nostalgic in tone, recalling some of those memorable weepies of Aulde Hollywood.


Considered from the point of view of narrative and character development. 
A Man And A Woman looks like something out of Belsen. Lelouch doesn't seem much interested in the psychological and social implications of the lovers' affair. Rather, he uses the story to demonstrate various aspects of the cinematographer's art. The camera techniques range from old hat to new wave, as in the photracted use of the two-shot during the various dialogues in the car (with regular cutting from one character to the other). and the very snappy handheld work around the race track. These different methods have their point: the car scenes have an enclosed, 'intimate feel about them (but why the interminable rain and wind-screen wipers?), while many of the race shots look like newsreel footage.


I didn't particularly like Lelouch's extensive use of telephoto lenses. It could be claimed that here we are meant to have the impression of observing the relationship from afar rather than being a prying part of it. but the cost is an excessive distortion of the visual perspective.


Lelouch employs a wide range of colour and monochrome photography, intending to clarify and heighten the changing moods of the film. At times this device seems to have little point to it. although there is one telling justification when the lovers are in bed for the first time. Their unsuccessful attempts at emotional and physical communion, in amber tones, contrasts most effectively with her inter-cut memories of love-making in the snow with her husband — a clear vision in full colour.


Lelouch's preoccupation with the visual surface of the film occasionally produced some longeurs. The beauty of some of the shots presumably appealed to him so much that he gives us more than ample time to savour their delights. Some of the views of the man and his dog on the beach, for example, go on and on — and on. In contrast, the best scene in the film is conventionally dramatic — the gruelling moments in the hospital when the wife goes there after the accident. Lelouch and Valerie Legrange handle this scene extremely well.


Jean-Louis Trintignant and Anouk Aimee as the lovers are natural and quite charming, if perhaps a little too coy in gesture and mannerism. Some of the dubbing is pretty bad. although the two children are served well by it in the delightful scene in the restaurant.


I liked this film for its predominantly tender mood and Lelouch's unabashed enthusiasm for the medium. One friend dismissed 
A Man And A Woman as soap-opera with trimmings, while another, a professional cameraman, emerged from the theatre wearing an expression of appreciative beatitude. These reactions reflect the fact that the film will appeal to some as an exposition of cinematic technique, or as a tastefully handled sentimental romance, just as it will infuriate many others who don't like the genre in the first place.


To make my prejudice clear at the outset: I wasn't particularly enthralled at the idea of seeing Mai Zetterling's first feature, 
Loving Couples. Brooding essays in Scandinavian asceticism are not exactly my cup of tea, as I've pointed out a number of times before. (Those wanting 'objective' criticism are here advised to turn the page.) 
Loving Couples has been described elsewhere as 'very accomplished' and so on. but I found the story clumsily told (more flashbacks within flashbacks). gratuitous, and. for the most part, unbearably dull.
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Unseen Chunks


Large chunks, often whole scenes, of 
Loving Couples appear to have been excised, so I'm probably being grossly unfair in condemning the film as a whole. The missing bits were undoubtedly cut by the Australian censor, since the print we have seen came via that unfortunate country. The occasional lesbian or heterosexual seduction ("with panting soundtrack", writes one British critic) would probably have kept me in a state of expectation.


As it is. the film comes to life only in the exchanges between Gunnel Lindblom and her husband, and in the scenes with Eva Dahlbeck (beautifully regal) and her gay young man.


I must say, though, that Mai Zetterling scores over Bergman by having odd little bits of technique that are quite exciting. The extended tracking shots are effective, most notably in one stunning image where one of the characters walks across the snow and is followed at an angle by the camera.


All incidental virtues aside, what finally sets me against 
Loving Couples is the fact that it is nothing like as stimulating as any good film ought to be. When Sweden can produce films as exciting and moving as some made in other countries, 1 will be the first to cheer. Meanwhile, on with 
Night Games, To Love, My Sister My Love, Galia. Seventeen, and all the breast of them.


It should be pointed out to newcomers to Wellington that the theatres providing, on a monthly average, the best film fare in the city are The Roxy and The Princess, both owned and managed by Harry Griffith. Films seen recently at these theatres have included Martin Ritt's 
Hud, Kubrick's 
Killer's Kiss and 
The Killing, Kazan's On The 
Waterfront, the magnificent gothic piece 
The Night Of The Hunter (directed by Charles Laughton). 
Heroe's Island, and Corman's 
The St. Valentine's Day Massacre.


It should also be emphasized that Mr Griffith is always open to suggestions. In fact, some of the films mentioned above were recommended by us. One interesting new release is appearing at The Princess shortly: 
This Property Is Condemned, directed by Sidney Pollack, colour photography by the great lames Wong Howe, starring Natalie Wood and Robert Redford. And for those like me who having been biting their nails, 
Seconds will be screened at The Lido next month. The best new release so far this year, and the best for some considerable time, has been 
Bonnie And Clyde. A review of this film will appear next issue, provided that by then my bombed, blasted, and scattered faculties have been sufficiently restored to do justice to a masterpiece of the screen.
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Crutch — Held Camera From Europe


by Rex Benson


Compared to most other Cannes Festival Grand Prix winners. Claude Lelouch's 
A Man And A Woman is lightweight stuff indeed, but I enjoyed this film more than 
The Knack and Blow Up, if not as much as Visconti's mutilated but magnificent valediction to a dying age and race. 
The Leopard. A Man And A Woman has been described as a 'woman's picture', in the same way. for example. as Dear John can be considered a woman's magazine (Gillian Freeman type) view of sex. The description is probably justified, although in a way it's rewarding to discover that someone still thinks it worthwhile to make a sentimental saga with a happy ending. After all. the romance/separation/reconciliation has been staple diet (and financial crust) for decades.


The inevitable reaction to this cliché led. inevitably, to another cliché — the doomed affair. 
A Man And A Woman is a welcome return to the earlier form and. as such, is nostalgic in tone, recalling some of those memorable weepies of Aulde Hollywood.


Considered from the point of view of narrative and character development. 
A Man And A Woman looks like something out of Belsen. Lelouch doesn't seem much interested in the psychological and social implications of the lovers' affair. Rather, he uses the story to demonstrate various aspects of the cinematographer's art. The camera techniques range from old hat to new wave, as in the photracted use of the two-shot during the various dialogues in the car (with regular cutting from one character to the other). and the very snappy handheld work around the race track. These different methods have their point: the car scenes have an enclosed, 'intimate feel about them (but why the interminable rain and wind-screen wipers?), while many of the race shots look like newsreel footage.


I didn't particularly like Lelouch's extensive use of telephoto lenses. It could be claimed that here we are meant to have the impression of observing the relationship from afar rather than being a prying part of it. but the cost is an excessive distortion of the visual perspective.


Lelouch employs a wide range of colour and monochrome photography, intending to clarify and heighten the changing moods of the film. At times this device seems to have little point to it. although there is one telling justification when the lovers are in bed for the first time. Their unsuccessful attempts at emotional and physical communion, in amber tones, contrasts most effectively with her inter-cut memories of love-making in the snow with her husband — a clear vision in full colour.


Lelouch's preoccupation with the visual surface of the film occasionally produced some longeurs. The beauty of some of the shots presumably appealed to him so much that he gives us more than ample time to savour their delights. Some of the views of the man and his dog on the beach, for example, go on and on — and on. In contrast, the best scene in the film is conventionally dramatic — the gruelling moments in the hospital when the wife goes there after the accident. Lelouch and Valerie Legrange handle this scene extremely well.


Jean-Louis Trintignant and Anouk Aimee as the lovers are natural and quite charming, if perhaps a little too coy in gesture and mannerism. Some of the dubbing is pretty bad. although the two children are served well by it in the delightful scene in the restaurant.


I liked this film for its predominantly tender mood and Lelouch's unabashed enthusiasm for the medium. One friend dismissed 
A Man And A Woman as soap-opera with trimmings, while another, a professional cameraman, emerged from the theatre wearing an expression of appreciative beatitude. These reactions reflect the fact that the film will appeal to some as an exposition of cinematic technique, or as a tastefully handled sentimental romance, just as it will infuriate many others who don't like the genre in the first place.


To make my prejudice clear at the outset: I wasn't particularly enthralled at the idea of seeing Mai Zetterling's first feature, 
Loving Couples. Brooding essays in Scandinavian asceticism are not exactly my cup of tea, as I've pointed out a number of times before. (Those wanting 'objective' criticism are here advised to turn the page.) 
Loving Couples has been described elsewhere as 'very accomplished' and so on. but I found the story clumsily told (more flashbacks within flashbacks). gratuitous, and. for the most part, unbearably dull.
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Unseen Chunks


Large chunks, often whole scenes, of 
Loving Couples appear to have been excised, so I'm probably being grossly unfair in condemning the film as a whole. The missing bits were undoubtedly cut by the Australian censor, since the print we have seen came via that unfortunate country. The occasional lesbian or heterosexual seduction ("with panting soundtrack", writes one British critic) would probably have kept me in a state of expectation.


As it is. the film comes to life only in the exchanges between Gunnel Lindblom and her husband, and in the scenes with Eva Dahlbeck (beautifully regal) and her gay young man.


I must say, though, that Mai Zetterling scores over Bergman by having odd little bits of technique that are quite exciting. The extended tracking shots are effective, most notably in one stunning image where one of the characters walks across the snow and is followed at an angle by the camera.


All incidental virtues aside, what finally sets me against 
Loving Couples is the fact that it is nothing like as stimulating as any good film ought to be. When Sweden can produce films as exciting and moving as some made in other countries, 1 will be the first to cheer. Meanwhile, on with 
Night Games, To Love, My Sister My Love, Galia. Seventeen, and all the breast of them.


It should be pointed out to newcomers to Wellington that the theatres providing, on a monthly average, the best film fare in the city are The Roxy and The Princess, both owned and managed by Harry Griffith. Films seen recently at these theatres have included Martin Ritt's 
Hud, Kubrick's 
Killer's Kiss and 
The Killing, Kazan's On The 
Waterfront, the magnificent gothic piece 
The Night Of The Hunter (directed by Charles Laughton). 
Heroe's Island, and Corman's 
The St. Valentine's Day Massacre.


It should also be emphasized that Mr Griffith is always open to suggestions. In fact, some of the films mentioned above were recommended by us. One interesting new release is appearing at The Princess shortly: 
This Property Is Condemned, directed by Sidney Pollack, colour photography by the great lames Wong Howe, starring Natalie Wood and Robert Redford. And for those like me who having been biting their nails, 
Seconds will be screened at The Lido next month. The best new release so far this year, and the best for some considerable time, has been 
Bonnie And Clyde. A review of this film will appear next issue, provided that by then my bombed, blasted, and scattered faculties have been sufficiently restored to do justice to a masterpiece of the screen.
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Anything You Guru Norm Gurus Better
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Mr Kirk on his arrival at Wellington Airport. (Photo exclusive to "
Salient" Photographic Department where it was glued together in a trice).




Well, reporters stood in blank amazement today as Normie Kirk (as he then apparently wasn't) held his first impromptu Press Conference since his overseas trip. Wearing a purple sari, built-up sandals, and a bovine expression the Labour leader announced to the astounded gathering that from now on he wishes to be known as "Guru Kirkirishi, Great Teller of Parables and Unemployed Sheet Metal-Worker."


The first question put to "the Guru" involved his reasons for not appearing on British television. With a grin he answered, "Because I was in Bombay at the time."


From then on the secret was out. Normie had not even seen the shores of the Mother Country but had in fact been "communicating with Nature" in a hovel just outside Bengal. He had been meditating in order to effect the spiritual renewal he needs if he is to beat Social Credit into third place at the next election. All for a mere $5000 a day. When asked how these fees were to be paid the Guru hurriedly adjourned the Conference to the Gents' Lavatories (where he was eventually cornered).


Then came the most moving political speech ever heard in the Gents' Lavatories at Wellington Airport. "Gentlemen." he said, obviously taking inspiration from something he had read on his way in, "I am much honoured by your willingness to become my followers. This red spot that you see on my forehead is not there by accident. It was drilled personally by none other than John Lennon himself!! I am thus qualified to freak out at a moment's notice!"


This he proceeded to do by taking a flying leap into the nearest cistern and not surfacing for three days.


Speculation about the Guru's career is now rife particularly since "
Truth" ran a photograph captioned "Norm Contemplating The Bust of Mrs Gandhi." Yet the fact is that the Guru may have struck gold this time. Before his trip his popularity among New Zealanders was exactly equal to that of Adolph Hitler's in 1943. Now it is slightly above that of Joseph Stalin's in 1951.


Anybody who can achieve that just by spending $5000 a day, dressing up like a Oriental queer and jumping down lavatory cisterns will certainly get 
My vote.
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Carrad On Deputations


Publicity was not the main purpose of the deputation on February 23 to the Prime Minister organised by the Committee on Vietnam.


Mr David Carrad, chairman of the Wellington Committee on Vietnam and leader of the delegation said this on Friday when he was questioned about unfavourable publicity.


"The main purpose was to exert a measure of direct influence on the Prime Minister himself," he said.


"This may sound naive but Prime Minister's are not totally immune to direct personal influence. They are almost certainly much nearer to being immune to amateur publicity gimmickry."


Publicity was messed up because the deputation had not handed out a well-prepared statement of its position.


"As a result the public has no idea what we said to him; but the Prime Minister knows, and it was enough to shake a hardened man."


Mr Carrad said that only the stupid could ignore the impact of what was said. "I do not think Mr Holyoake falls quite within this class."


Although he thought the war was being waged from our side by men of "rigid prejudice and resolute ruthlessness." Mr Carrad said that they are "not all quite mad."


"It is possible," he said, "for the one or the other to fall away, as the example of Macnamara shows."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

Food: New Myths For Old





Food: New Myths For Old


(By Pierre Langouste)


Let me start this column with some sweeping generalisations.


The New Zealander is a person to whom food is no more than tucker to keep him going, fuel for the cells. He cares little for its taste, so long as he is thoroughly accustomed to it. He is probably happiest when downing a plateful of meat, potato and two veg.


If he dreams of food at all. he most certainly dreams of steak, eggs and chips, all grossly over-cooked and running with fat.


He regards French cooking with some suspicion; it represents all that is fussy and frilly about food.


Our lack of interest in new flavours is reflected in the high price and relative scarcity of such things as capsicums, artichokes and all kinds of herbs. All these seem to do well here: our climate is possibly better suited to capsicums say than such old favourites as cabbage or brussels sprouts.


Little attention is given to the cooking of vegetables.


In almost any of the popular recipe books you will find many pages on cakes, scones, etc., but none on vegetables.


There is a totally different emphasis in any book devoted to French cooking.


Certainly. New Zealanders are now nreoared to dine out more often, and are coming to accept wine. silver service and menu a la carte. But because New Zealanders arc so undiscerning of good food, many of the new licensed restaurants can serve the most apalling rubbish and still make a profit.


Even a sawmiller could count on the fingers of his right hand the number of restaurants in Wellington that make any attempt to serve good food.


I have heard of one establishment where even the manager refuses to eat the vegetables.


It is then hardly surprising that the quality of New Zealand wines is generally poor.


French cooking need not be either fussy, or time consuming. In her book "French Provincial Cooking." Elizabate David quotes Curnonsky as recognising four distinct types of French cooking: 'La Haute Cuisine, la cuisine Bourgeoise. la cuisine Regionale. et la cuisine Improvise?.' Only the first of these can be regarded as fussy or time consuming, and it is dying a natural death.


It is particularly to be associated with the reigns of Louis XIV and Louis XV. when Madame Du Barry and Madame de Pompadour were as versatile in the kitchen as in the boudoir, and Madsme de Maintenon founded the famous Cordon Bleu School


We should not try faithfully to reproduce the great dishes of France: they have evolved to suit a different climate, different habits and different farm and sea products. But we should know of its aims and methods, and apply them to the ahundance of relatively cheap food we have here With a little adaotion they could lead to vast imorovements in our table with little extra effort In later articles I will attempt to show how.
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Graduation Ball at Curious Cove


This photograph was taken by Bill Williams at the Graduation ball which concluded this year's Congress at Curious Cove.


This was at the end of a week of discussions, debates and talks.


Mr Theo Roy. Senior Lecturer in Politics at Waikato University, spoke on the subject "Understanding Asians."


He said that the key to understanding of culture is above all knowledge of instinctive and irrational attitudes ingrained in that culture — a folk form of an ideology."


Mr Norman Kingsbury, Registrar of the University of Waikato. spoke about the role of the student. Mr Kingsbury was, from 1959 to 1961 in Leiden. Netherlands, first as Associate Secretary and then as permanent head of the ISC


"New Zealand students feel much less responsibility to society, much less responsibility to influence sosociety than students in other countries," he said. "Students are very silent on national issues in this country. I don't feel students should spend all their time planning revolutions or stoning embassies, but a university should be conscious of the needs of the community."


"We lack a sharp critical faculty. The University must look at the world of ideas conscious all the time of the real world around."


Mr Bill Rowling. Labour Member of Parliament for Buller said the people are to blame for accepting the poor standard of the politicians But he said that "there are more half truths and downright lies in Hansard than we would care to count."


Dr W. B. Sutch pointed to the dangers implicit in overseas control of industry. High employment, which he saw as a distinctly New Zealand achievement was threatened he thought by the extensive control of New Zealand industry by overseas interests, those firms, with an economic philosophy quite different from our own should not be allowed to export either their philosophy or their unemployment to New Zealand.
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Swimmers Active


(by the Swimming Reporter, Prue Brock)



The highlight of the swimming season so far has been the visit of the Australian Universities Swimming and Waterpolo team.


The Inter-dominion Competition was extremely close, and the standard high, especially in the men's events.


An instance was the 440 yards freestyle, an event which usually results in one swimmer half a length of the pool in front of a very scattered bunch. In this competition, however, six swimmers turned into the final lap together.


Consequently when team members were fresh for the first test at New Plymouth, seven Inter-dominion records were broken:


Grahame Dempsey (N.Z.), 440 yds. freestyle. 4m. 47.5s.


Ivan Johnston (N.Z.), 110 yds. breaststroke. lm, 18s; 220 medley, 2m. 26.8s.


Keith Stevents (N.Z.), 110 yds. butterfly, lm. 4.1s.


Miss Harriet Fergusson (Aust.), 110 yds. women's freestyle, lm. 7.1s.


Australian Universities, men's 4 x 110 yds. medley relay, 4m. 37.7s.


Australian Universities, men's 4 x 110 yds. freestyle relay. 4m. 5.3s.


In the second test at Palmerston North only one record was broken:


John Stark (Aust.), 110 yds. butterfly, lm. 3.8s.


Victoria students selected for the New Zealand team were; Robbie Walker (2nd in 110 yards freestyle 1st test, 1st in 2nd test. 3rd in 220 yards medley both tests, member of the waterpolo team).


Ken Thornton, who is at Canterbury University during tre year, but swims for Victoria over the vacations (1st in 110 yards backstroke in 1st test, 2nd in 2nd test, member of the waterpolo team).


Miss Prue Brock. 2nd in 110 yards breaststroke in 1st test, 1st in 2nd test.


Miss Maureen Reilly, 3rd in 110 yards breaststroke in both tests.


The waterpolo team beat Australian Universities in the first test, 4-2, and lost 5-9 in the second test. The N.Z. men won both swimming tests, and the N.Z. women lost both.




Pool At Vic.


The club's spokesman told 
Salient that a sub-committee of the club is considering the practicality of a pool on the campus within the next fifteen years.
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Changes At The Gymnasium


by Richard Jeffery.



The University gymnasium is lacking a female Assistant Physical Welfare Officer.


Jacky Riddell, who occupied this position until February, has gone to Australia, and intends to go on to Mexico City as a spectator at the XIX Olympic Games.


Although the position is being advertised, said the Physical Welfare Officer, Mr Alan Laidler. it is inevitable that there will be less organised classes for girls than at the beginning of last year.


"This is unfortunate," he said ."because most people organise their activities and settle into a routine early in the year."


A new male Physical Welfare Officer. Mr R. A. Stothart, formerly of Wellington Teachers' College, has been appointed.


Among additions and improvements in the gymnasium are a second trampoline, further weight training apparatus an orange drink vending machine. The ski training mat which was on hire for part of last year has now been bought.


A stock of sports clothing has been purchased, and is now available for hire to students.


Items are available at 5c each, a charge to cover laundry costs.


"The extramural sports programme last year," said Mr Laidler, "was very successful indeed."


The programme is varied, and Mr Laidler said it should suit all needs. The sports involved in the competition are badminton 'Monday), table tennis (Tuesday, indoor soccer (Wednesday), basketball (Thursday) and volleyball (Friday).


Teams organise themselves, and make entries to the interteam competitions organised by the Physical Welfare Officers.
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University Team To Tour Australia


by Richard Jeffery



A New Zealand Universities athletics team will make a visit to three centres in Australia from 6 to 26 May.


The tour arose from an invitation received early last year, for an NZU Representative Team to compete at a meeting in Brisbane; which was extended to include competition in Melbourne and Sydney.


The highlight of the trip will be the test match at Brisbane on 25 May.


The representative squad will comprise 19 athletes, male and female, a manager and a chaperone, and competition for these places is very high.


Apart from such well-known personalities as Peter Welsh (Otago) and Penny Haworth (Victoria), there are many others bordering on international class, making it harder for those talented yet unproven athletes to gain the experience of the trip.


The pick of Victoria's current talent are sprinters Penny Haworth, Richard Tweedie. Alan Robinson and Philip Kear; and these, with hurdler Malcolm Grover and miler Rod Petley, hold resonable chances of selection.


Selectors will be watching with interest all performances at the Nationa Championships over the weekends of 1 and 2 March and 8 and 9 March; as a guide for the naming of the team later this month.
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Is She Going To Mexico?




[image: Sprinter Penny Haworth]



Sprinter Penny Haworth is perhaps the only Wellington athlete who, on current form, warrants consideration for the Mexico Olympics. Penny has bettered the Olympic qualifying time of 24.1s for 220 yds twice this season with outstanding runs of 23.5s and 23.9s. Although these times were wind-assisted, the coming Australian tour should provide Penny with ample opportunity and incentive to produce times which would ensure selection.
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Newsheet —:Week Commencing Tuesday, 5th March, 1968.



Tuesday 5th


9 a.m.-5 p.m. Activities Room. SCM receiving and selling books for all faculties.


11.46-1.45 p.m. Men's and Women's Common Rooms. 
Snack 
Bar-tea, coffee, milk, buns, sandwiches, rolls, fruit available.


1-2 p.m. 
Forum. On lawn outside 
Sub if fine, in C.C.R. if wet. Hear the cream of university oratory and wit.


7-4 p.m. 
Sub Dining Room. Matriculation ceremony. Welcome to freshers by the Vice-chancellor and President of VUW6A.


8 p.m. University Memorial Theatre. "The Promise." VUW Drama Club Orientation Play. Produced by Murray Alford. Booking at Stud. Assn. Office, D.I.C. 70c and 50c.



Wednesday 6th


8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. The NCC Chaplain will celebrate Holy Communion.


9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Common Common Room. Bazaar of Club activities.


9 a.m.-5 p.m. Activities Room. SCM Bookstall receives and sells books for all faculties.


1-2 p.m. Common Common Room. Labour Club v National Club Debate.


5.30 p.m.-7 p.m. Executive Room. Publications Board Meeting.


7.30-11 p.m. Common Common Room. Commerce Faculty Club Wine and Cheese Evening.


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. The Promise." VUW Drama Club. Tickets at DIC and Stud. Assn. Office. 70c and 50c.



Thursday 7th


9 a.m.-5 p.m. Activities Room. SCM Bookstall selling books for all faculties.


1-2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. James Dickie, American poet and Reader in Poetry at an American university, speaks on modern American poetry.


1-2 p.m. Common Common Room. Combined Religious Clubs' welcome to Freshers.


1.10 p.m. Music Room. Hunter Building. Suite in C mi. for unaccompanied cello— J.S. Bach; Three studies for cello and piano — Don Banks; Sonata for cello and piano — P. Racine Fricker; Admission free. Performers: Marie Vandewart and David Galbraith.


5-8 p.m. Executive Room. Accommodation Sub Committee Meeting.


6 p.m.-l0.30 p.m. Common Common Room. Drama Club Auditions for "The Crucible," VUW Drama Club First Term major production, to be produced by Anthony Groser.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Film Soc. showing "The Ipcress File."


8.15 p.m. E006. Public Lecture, "Mycenae—City of Agamemnon." by Prof. G. Mylonas of Washington University. St. Louis, who is the pre-eminent living authority on Mycenean art and archaeology.



Friday 8th


9 a.m.- p.m. Activities Room.


SCM selling books for all faculties.


1-2 p.m. Common Common Room. VUW Labour Club guest speaker.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Debating Society Debate.


8 p.m. All Common Rooms.


International Club Dance and Orientation function.



Saturday 9th


9 a.m. Fresher's Day Trip.


Come tramping for the day, easy trip from Katoke over to Tauherenikau River and return. Everybody welcome to come. Bring lunch, parka/raincoat — boots not necessary. Bus leaves No. 9 platform Railway Station at 9 a.m. Return fare about 50c. Check Tramping Club notice board to confirm details.


10 a.m.-4.30 p.m. Men's and Women's Common Rooms. Salient staff training session. Lunch provided.


7.30 p.m. Common Rooms. Dance arranged by VUW Labour Party Club.



Sunday 10th


7.00 p.m. St. Andrew's Church. The Terrace. Inaugural Church Service and Induction of NCC Chaplain. Rev. P. H. C. Jennings.



Monday 11th


7.00 p.m. Men's Common Room. Biological Society Room. Biological Soc. slide evening.
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Tuesday 12th


12.1 p.m. Lawn outside 
Sub. Gym display arranged by Physical Welfare Officer.


1 p.m. 
Forum. On 
Sub lawn if fine, in Common Common Room if wet.


6-8 p.m. Common Common Room. Joint Religious Socs'. Welcome to Freshers.


7.00 p.m. Gymnasium. Open Night — displays of activities for students. An opportunity to see Sports Clubs in action, and to see what the Physical Welfare Service offers 
Free to all students.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Labour Club shows Czech Flms.



Wednesday 13th


1-2 p.m. 
Sub lawn. VUW Debating Soc. debate.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Film Soc. screening.


8-12 p.m. All Common Rooms. Samoan Students' Assn. Dance.



Thursday 14th


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Folk Club Concert.


7.30 p.m. Common Common Room. VUW Law Faculty Club welcome to freshers.


7.30 p.m. Women's Common Room. Surfriders' Club AGM. A must for all freshers! The meeting will be followed by a terrific locally produced surfing film. Be there!



Friday 15th


12.30-2 p.m. Women's Common Room. Catholic Society Mass will be celebrated.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Debating Society debate.



Saturday 16th


9 p.m. Student Union Building. Commencement Ball. Tickets $5.00 double, obtainable at the Stud. Ass. Office.



Sunday 17th


7 p.m. St. Mary of the Angels Church. Academic Mass.


The Gymnasium is now open daily from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. for use by students.


Freshers are particularly welcome to call, see the facilities and perhaps discuss their sports interests with the Physical Welfare Officers (ring 70-319).




Freshers! The Ski Club needs 
You. The Club is enlarging and modernising its Ruapehu Hut to make ski-ing more pleasurable for you. 

Be Interested! Watch our club noticeboard. Take and read our blurb sheets. Come and talk to us on Club Bazaar Day. Give us your address for further information. We will show you that ski-ing is not as expensive as you think. Have fun learning to ski and meeting people. Further enquiries to John Bradbury. Mike Corkin. Don McKenzie or Allan Oakley. Phone 26-863.


In future, Newsheet copy closes 10 a.m. on Thursday morning in the Students' Association Office. Newsheet forms are available there for entries — be as brief as possible, stating date, time and place of events.




Lost Property: All students except Freshers check lost property office. 
All items not claimed by Friday. 15th March, will be given to charity.
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$4 Million Accommodation




$4 Million Accommodation


Newcastle, England 'Courier).—A residential centre for students is at present being built in Newcastle.


It will cost $4 million and consists of three blocks, the first of which will be ready for occupation by September. 1968, and the second in October. 1969.


The first block contains one house with nine, two houses with six and two houses with four storeys.


Each house will have its own dining and recreation rooms as well as a large hall.


The student centre will be able to accommodate more than 1000 students—about a quarter of whom will be females; this corresponds exactly to the proportion of girls at the University of Newcastle.
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Hotels for Students




Hotels for Students


Beirut (Asian Student Bulletin).—When the new academic year starts in Lebanon, a novel idea on student housing will swing into action.


A hotel magnate has decided to offer rooms to students at comparatvely cheap rates — the cost of a room will be between Lebanese £.75-85 per month 'approximately U.S. $22-25).


There are about 6000 students in Beirut, who live in private accommodation because of lack of hostel accommodation.


These are the people who would benefit from this scheme.


The rooms can also be provided with telephones at the cost of L £5 per month (U.S. $1.50 approximately).


The only restriction to the students will be rather harsh —they cannot receive guests in their rooms.




Hours Of Food Services


Monday to Friday during Term time:


Main Dining Room: 9.45 a.m.-6.30 p.m. Hot meal service is available only between 11.45 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.


Snack Bar (Men's and Women's Common Rooms): 11.45 a.m.-1.45 p.m.


Dining Room Shop: 9.45 a.m.- 2 p.m. an 2.30 p.m.-6 p.m.


Students' Association Coffee Bar (in Sandwich Lunch Bar): 7 p.m.-11.15 p.m.


N.B.:-


1. During vacations food services will be provided from 10 a.m.-3.30 p.m. with limited hot meal service from 12 noon-2 p.m.


2. The Sandwich Lunch Bar will not be open on Saturdays during the first term.
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Degree in Chess




Degree in Chess


New York (News Feature). In what may be another Soviet "first," the Institute of Physical Education in Moscow recently organised courses leading to a degree in chess after four years of study.


Thirty students have been admitted to the course which will instruct them in the strategy, history and psychology of chess.


On graduation, the chess experts will train future national and international chess champions.


The Soviet Union has held the world chess championship since 1937 and is not inclined to see it slip away.


In addition the senate approved recommendations allowing for two students on each faculty council.


All student representatives are to have full voting rights, and duties and responsibilities equal to all other members.


The recommendations were drawn up by a joint committee of students, faculty and administration, which began sittings a year ago.
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Hippies Opposed




Hippies Opposed


The appearance in the streets of Buenos Aires of young men and women wearing long hair, beads, bells and extravagant clothes has begun to alarm the square or nonhippie public.


In the first day and a half of police action. 58 hippies were rounded up for questioning. Most, of them have now been released, but some have been held in charges ranging from vagrancy, moral offences and "political extremism." according to the police report.
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Left Out Side







Left Out Side


The big news this year was that there would be "relaxation" of controls over the economy — except, that is, for the public service, wrich has to chop back its expenditure once again, and the universities, whom Mr Muldoon has warned to prepare for the axe. Odd priorities, perhaps, both socially and economically? Not really, because most Chamber of Commerce people have always thought Government departments and universities get too much money, it's just that Piggy has been the first to take the Chambers of Commerce seriously. But is he really, from his own viewpoint. wrong? The case against the public service, from the businessman's point of view, is that it is creeping socialism, while the universities, we all know, produce the longhaired wierdies that turn up at antiVietnam demoes, Or. put another way. both the Public Service and the universities 
Could threaten the businessman's social position and upset the existing social norms.


The Chamber of Commerces class instincts are sound — there is enough dissent in the universities to make them a radical force: the Public Service is the only existing alternative to a business society. If. instead of whimpering "not understood" when the Government starts cutting back our funds, we tried to be the threat the Government thinks we could be. someone might take us seriously.


Vic's Labour Club organised a Youth Congess last year. It hart a most immpresive speakers list, including two of Wellington's most outstanding economists and Vic's new senior lecturer in education Jack Shallcrass.


The odd thing is that the Labour Club has followed up few of the conclusions the congress came co. They've acquired a new president since it happened — and apart from a few photographs in the club's freshers brochure of club activists talking to M.P's. no publicity has been given to it at all (though we understand this isn't entirely the club's fault).


Perhans this is both speakers on education. including one said Labour's 1966 education policy was the worst ever, while all the speakers on economic policy thought Labour too antiI.M.E. and warned that another bout of doctrinaire import substitutionalism would be disastrous. Hardly orthodox doctrine this, and it's understandable that students trying to get in on the running for safe Labour seats should shy off it.
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Some Knew More Of What To Expect





Some Knew More Of What To Expect


(By the Editor)



Some Political Science I students knew mcre than others about what to expect in the theory exam last year.



The following note was sent with all Political Science i examination results:—


Some irregularities, not sufficiently serious to require the re-sitting of the paper, but nevertheless calling for some corrective action, may have occurred in the examination in Political Science I, paper (a). By direction of the Vice-Chancellor, the following procedure was therefore adopted: (i) all the scripts in both papers in Political Science I were in the first instance marked on the normal basis; (ii) the scripts in paper (a) of those candidates who on this marking did not attain the pass standard in the subject were then reconsidered by Professor Brookes in the light of the candidates' class records and in favour of these candidates special weight was given to class work: (iii) the for these candidates was determined on this reconsideration.


L. O. Desborough, Registrar.


A student who experienced the irregularities was Kevin Martin.


He said a former lecturer, Mr Tony Ashenden, had told some students, including himself, to expect four questions on liberalism and democracy.


The Head of the School of Political Science, Prof. R. H. Brookes, said that "just how much information is given prior to exams is a matter of judgement for the individual members of staff."


There was no question of the lecturer concerned being disciplined.


Corrective action was taken in this case not because of any breach of security, but because of student dissatisfaction.


Prof. Brookes suggested that the situation raised the question of whether it should become the University's policy that information on the content of exams be given only in lectures when all students sitting are present.
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Extensions to Vic



Builders have been busy at Victoria over the summer vacation.



The new lecture theatre block south of 
[
unclear: Easter-] ed and is now in use.


The lecture theatre block is part of the projected Physics and Earth Sciences building, but it is not known when construction of the larger portion will begin. Plans have yet to be completed, contains two lecture theatres, one seating 200 and the other 150. Another theatre for 350 students is planned.


The Weir House extensions are virtually completed. Students are already occupying the new part.




[image: An Unusual view of the University. The new Lecture Theatre is in the foreground,—Photo by M. Vickers]


An Unusual view of the University. The new Lecture Theatre is in the foreground,


—Photo by M. Vickers
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U.S. 'project'




U.S. 'project'


(By Denis Phelps)



 The president of the Students' Association, Doug White, is in the United States on a State Department student leader "project."


Together with students from eight other countries in the Far East, Doug will spend 70 days travelling and getting a close-up view of American life and political, industrial and educational establishments.


The trips, though financed by the U.S. Government, are conducted by the Experiment in International Living, a private group now handling 5000 guests annually in the United States.


According to the handout from the American Embassy: "A strong characteristic of the American people is a deep faith in direct exposure and face-to-face experiences among peoples as a means of dispelling misconceptions and developing understanding.


Doug, who left on 9th January, had a day in Honolulu for "orientation" at the East-West Centre and the University of Hawaii.


From there he went to the mainland for three weeks' "home stay" with a family in Seattle, a week on a university campus near Boston, and, in all, 39 days of other activities.


In New York, Doug will study - management relations and urban developments as well as imbibing of American culture (plays, concerts, etc.); in Washington he will see government agencies in action; and in Niagara, he will inspect industrial progress.


Other stops include San Francisco, Kansas, and an all-Negro college in Virginia.


Doug, now in his second term as president, is expected back about the end of March.


In his absence, the men's vice-president, Dan Bradshaw, is acting president.
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The Grand Hotel





The Grand Hotel



Willis Street




The "Inn" Place For Students










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 1. March 3 1968

[photo caption competition]






[image: Photo of a man and a woman with brick wall in the background]




Salient otters a prize to the person who thinks of the best overline for this picture.



Here's some inspiration:



The photo, by Robert Joiner, catches Rosamund Barclay and John Jeffries in their nightshirts.



These are some of 300 long, green, varsitymonogrammed night shirts bought by the Student's Assn. and now being sold at the Association office at cost price, $4.50.



It all started when the former secretary, Larry Stenswick, pushed the idea. In June the then executive passed a resolution to buy them.



In July, the new president, Doug White, moved that the order be cancelled, but was over-ruled by 12 votes to one after Larry made a speech to the effect that the nightshirts would make Victoria "a personalised affair."



"Students will be advertising the University even when they are in bed," he said.



Entries must be in the hands of the editor of 
Salient by Friday.



They will be judged by him in co-operation with whoever happens to be having lunch with him.



The Prize? A nightshirt.
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THE RECORD CENTRE

(Opp. Grand Hotel)

NOW HAS STOCKS OF
ELEKTRA FOLK RECORDS

Artists include

® Judy Collins ® Tom Rush
® Tom Paxton © Phil Ochs

PHONE 42-161
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DOWNSTAGE THEATRE
Commencing March 5

“B'RDS IN THE WILDERNESS”

The prize-winning play written and produced by
Bruce Mason.

Dinner 7 p.m. Show 8.30 p.m.
Reservations: 55-739
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FREE COFFEE

at the “PARK”
A REAL cup of coffee will be served on Sunday,
10h March, after 6 p.m.

The “PARK”

Is situated opposite the fountain in Kelburn Park,
200ft from the Varsity

Open every Wednesday and Sunday from 6 p.m.
Hosts: Rachel and Jan Calkoen.
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DON'T WAIT;
DON'T WRITE;
CALL TODAY

Attractive part-time (8-10 hours per week)
positions, obtaining advertising for SALIENT,

ROSTRUM and other university publications.
Absolyte minimum earnings will be in the
region of $2 per hour.
Don't delay, call today . . .
55-922 (Business)

26-260 (After hours)
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SALIENT

is looking for —

— a science editor
— a cartoonist
— as many reporters as possible.

@ COME IN AND SEE US SOME TIME ®
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UNITY BOOKS

Empire Building, Willis St., Wellington
(Opposite Grand Hotel)

LITERATURE ART MUSIC PHILOSOPHY
NEW ZEALAND BOOKS

P.O. Box 3676 Telephone 70-014
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A BUSINESS CARD | BABYLAND LTD.

BARRY & SARGENT Specialists in
LTD. PRAMS and NURSERY
QPTICIANS FURNITURE

118 Willis St.  Tel. 45-841115 WILLIS ST. TEL. 48-606
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SOCIALS 21st BIRTHDAYS
COCKTAIL PARTIES %  WEDDINGS
BALLS #* DINNER PARTIES

For a catering service backed by years of
excerience, remember —

TELEPHONE 70-319 — 52-349 (evenings)
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Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.
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ACCOUNTING TRAINEE

1CH invites applications for a stafl vacancy in the
Accounts Department, Head Ofice. centrally-located
in’ Wellington, al the under-mentioned address

Applicants should be in their mid-tventies and
have gained several accounting subjects, With st least
3 year's accounting experience

To make an appolatment to_discuss the dulies

v and employment conditions involved. please
contact—

Mr O. R. Dewhirst, Personnel Officer,

Imperial Chemical Industries (N.Z.) Ltd.
7th Floor, €I House,
Malesworth Street, Wellington.
Telephone 47.267.
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55-MINUTE DRY CLEANERS
38 Cube Street 104 Aro Street

340 Tinakori Road and all our branches
offers you ONE-DAY SERVICE with a
permanent 10% Concession

Yr GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION +r
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TECHBOOKS
for

TEXTBOOKS

srecaLss I e scences

Technical Books
Ltd.

178180 LAMBTON QUAY

ier———
Phone 42.046

APPUES O AL YEX100K
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RIANS

offers graduates in arts and science a

wide range of professional careers

NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY
SCHOOL WELLINGTON . . .

one yos diploma course; o

rou fing llowances paid o sudan,

PROSPECTUS FROM UNIVERSITY LBRARIAN, OR WRITE T0 THE DIRECTOR,
NEW ZEALAND LISRARY SCHOOL PRIVATE 8AG, WELLINGTON.
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SUIT HIRE
COMMENCEMENT BALL

RALH WILKIN

Dinner and Lounge Suits For Hire at
reasonable rates. Slim line, perfect fittings

CNR. MANNERS AND FARISH STREETS
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WEEKEND FISHING TRIPS
MARLBORGUGH SOUNDS
ALL INCLUSIVE COST $12.00
FRIDAY NIGHT TILL SUNDAY
ALSO SKI TRIPS IN' SEASON
$10.50 INCLUSIVE
PHONE 63-220 ANYTIME
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN
THE NEW THEATRE CLUB

*

Six productions a year.
* leading Wellington actors and producers in

plays from a wide repert
*

A modest subscription (One Dollar) and
reduced admission charges for students.

Application forms from The Secrefary, English
Depariment, or from Nola Millar, Director, New
Theatre Company, P.O. Box 6344, Wellington.
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gl
SWEET AND MAXWELL'S
UNIVERSITY BOOK CENTRE LIMITED|
54 The Tenroce

Maytair Chambers,
54 THE TERRACE






