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Film Charges


The accuser. The accused.


By Denis Phelps
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The former Public Relations Officer, now acting President of the Students' Association, Dan Bradshaw, has been accused of "arrogance" and "naivete" in his handling of the University film project.


The accusations have been made by Mr. Derek Morton, the professional film-maker who offered his services and production facilities free to the Association four years ago after an Executive decision to begin work on such a film.


Mr. Morton is an employee of the NZBC, where he is engaged in making the programme "Looking at New Zealand".


It was hoped that the proposed 20-minute black-and-white sound film would be suitable for national distribution.


"But," Mr. Morion said, "the Executive seemed to lose interest in the project quickly."


Though they accepted an estimate of $546 for the production costs, no money was forthcoming; so Mr. Morton found himself increasingly out of pocket.


He finally did receive $268 in early 1966, but he still has more than $100 to collect from the Association.


A lot of small bills were still to come in, he said.


Because Mr. Morton was running out of his own money, he was forced to curtail and finally stop work on the film.


About three-quarters of the footage had been shot and some of the soundtrack had been recorded by professional musicians whose services Mr. Morton had been able to obtain at no cost.


When he became Public Relations Officer in June of last year, Dan Bradshaw asked Mr Morton to show to members of the Executive as much of the film as was available.


This was done in September. At its last meeting in November, the outgoing Executive, on Dan's advice, decided to abandon the film.


"In particular," Dan said, "the film largely showed what people were already aware of about the University or were being told by such things as tours of schools and open days."


"A University film," Dan told 
Salient, "should perhaps take a subjective rather than an objective approach to University life. It should explain what it's like to be a student."


One possibility, Dan said, "was to trace the experiences of one or two students through Orientation and Capping; to show them working, in the library, exercising their social and poitical responsibilities, speaking (or heckling) at Forum.


The film could show "the joys and the loneliness of student life".


He pointed out that the Students' Association owned the film already shot and was thus free to use it in any future production.


Mr. Morton said that despite what Dan thought, the film was utterly subjective.


"It does look at the University through the eyes of students and it does communicate a feeling of what it is like to be there."


It also contained full sequences on Orientation, Capping, the library, and Forum—but not on Executive (of which Dan is a member).


To suggest following people around or making a picture of their thoughts in this type of production was ludicrous.


Actors of the standard required were not even available in New Zealand for a venture like the University film.


Mr. Morton said Executive members saw only a "work-print" of the film. To judge the finished product from it was appalling arrogance.


A "work-print" consists of all the film which has been made.


The film was unfinished, poorly processed, completely unedited, and without sound.


In this case the quantity of film shown was more than three times as long as it would have been when completed.


To condemn his work on this basis alone demonstrated ridiculous effrontery on the part of people who had never had anything to do with film-making in their lives.


"As for Dan's views on film-making, they are naive and arrogant," he said.


"Moreover, he never communicated them to me."


"He never even told me he thought the film not worth continuing.


"Indeed, I have at no stage heard any expression of opinion from the Executive or any member of it as to the content of the film.


Mr. Morton said he had no idea what Dan was talking about when he said people were in conflict over the film. The Students' Association had never really got involved with it.


He emphasised what an opportunity the Association was throwing away.


The cost of cameras and ancillary equipment was fantastic. It might take $10,000 to produce commercially what he was making for $546.


Throughout this project, he said, the Students' Association's attitude had been one of "couldn't care less".


"I have been involved with a number of films financed by a number of organisations, and I've never run up against anything like it," Mr. Morton said. "I am sick of the whole thing."


Even at this stage he would be willing to finish the film, but only on the most stringent conditions.


"Give me $200, and I'll make a film with it." he said.
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There will also be three telephoned speeches from overseas.


"The identities of the speakers are to he announced later," said the organiser of the conference, Mr. Alister Taylor, on Sunday.


Krishna Menon was a member of the Indian government from 1952 to 1956, and at various times Minister of Foreign Affairs and Defence.


"He was the foremost opponent of SEATO at its inception, and is a major theorist of non-alignment," said Mr. Taylor.
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Varsity bookshop


By Judie Falloon
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Prospects of a bookshop adjacent to Varsity are now slim.


Sweet & Maxwells, the University Bookshop, applied to the City Council last year to have a property in Kelburn Parade zoned commercial so that it could establish a bookshop on the premises.


The application was declined.


An appeal to the Town and Country Planning Appeal Board has also been declined.


"I do not feel bound by the views of the Students' Association,' said Mr. C. J. Robertson, who, as a former President of the Association, is a member of the Student Union Management Committee.


Mr. Robertson, with two other Students' Association representatives on the committee, John McGrath and Hugh Rennie, was appearing before a meeting of Executive last Thursday.


They had been invited by the acting president, Dan Bradshaw, after Executive's adoption of a proposal to increase Students' Association representation on the committee.


Mr. Robertson said the University, as a result of such an increase, might decline to continue as a 50-50 partner with the Association in financing the Student Union Building.


"The Students' Association already has a big majority on the Management Committee," he said.


The International Affairs Officer, Gerard Guthrie, pointed out that only six of the 13 committee members were Students' Association appointees.


These six, with the past president, gave the Association a small, theoretical majority.


Hugh Rennie disclosed that he had been asked by Dan Bradshaw to resign from the committee.


Because of the changed Association year, none of the committee members were appointed by the present Executive.


"I asked Dan if he had no confidence in me," Hugh went on. "He replied: 'No. It's just that you don't understand."


Executive decided to set up a subcommittee to document its case for increased representation on the Student Union Management Committee, prior to bringing the case before the University Council.
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Editorials


March 26, 1968



Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of VUWSA.





Power game


In view of the dramatic changes in the frontal area over the last months, and more especially over the last days, it now seems extremely likely that President Johnson will arrive in Wellington next week to reassure his allies. This would possibly help him to take the limelight temporarily from Senators McCarthy and Kennedy, and would certainly be consistent with the quite extraordinary security arrangements even now in force at Parliament House more than a week before the SEATO conference is due to begin. It is already floodlit at night and constantly patrolled.


Whether he comes or not the atmosphere will be excited. There is a very real threat of violence next Tuesday when an anti-SEATO rally is planned at Parliament House, to be followed by a march to the Town Hall.






Over the tea cups


The problem of relations between students and the academic and administrative authorities at this University has been a long-standing one. When in October, 1933, "The Spike", an official journal of the Victoria University College Students' Association, was published, only about 40 copies were sold before the issue was suppressed.


A member of the University Council of high legal Standing said certain passages were seditious, though the evidence of F. A. de la Mare, in "Academic Freedom in New Zealand, 1932-35", suggests there were no seditious passages.


Omitted from the reprinted edition was, among other things, an article critical of the Law School entitled "Untwisted Teaching", by I. D. Campbell.


This person wrote to me last Wednesday in his role of acting Vice-Chancellor. He invited the signatories of last week's editorial—the one in error headed "Student Power"—to discuss its proposals.


For an hour on Friday afternoon six of the seven signatories sipped tea and talked with Professor Campbell.


He found one request difficult to get used to—the inclusion of three student representatives on the Professorial Board—but he fully agreed that students needed more representation in the administration. By the end of the hour he had suggested none of the requests to be unreasonable.


As the success of the first stage depended on the attitude of Professor Campbell, so the success of the next stages depend on the attitudes of the new Vice-Chancellor and of the other members of the Council. We must remember that these attitudes will be coloured by our own actions. We must not only be responsible over the next months; we must—only temporarily—be also seen to be responsible.


The Executive of the Students' Association has resolved to forgo demands for bursary increases this year and to press instead for increases in staff salaries to offset the effects of devaluation and to make them compare better with overseas salaries.


This shows perhaps that students are not so self-centred or short-sighted as to be unsuitable to a greater voice. The argument that such obviously desirable co-operation has been rare merely emphasises the need for greater political unity within the University.
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Chaplain illogical, banal



Sir—It is to be hoped that the illogicalities and banalities of the leading article in the last but one issue of 
Salient can be attributed to bad reporting rather than to Geering-like theologizing on the part of the speaker. To refresh memories. the leading article mentioned was that which reported the sermon preached by the new N.C.C. Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Jennings.


It is patently absurd to quote any minister of religion as saying that man has no spiritual needs, as absurd say. as quoting a dentist who says that man has no teeth. To be fair. several sentences later, the article says: "We can't be cut up into parts", which, one can only assume, means that spiritual needs cannot be confined to an isolated part of one's life. That may well be true, but there should be no need to make such a supposition.


However, worse was to come. Following straight after the above-quoted sentence comes this: "We are all parts together or we are nothing. The Church must be in all of university life or in nothing." Now this, to my mind, is an illogical leap from the point. no the supposition, that a man's spiritual concerns cannot be isolated from his whole personality, to a quite different point that within the university the Church should not be relegated to an insignificant place. Certainly, an analogy can be made, but not such a juxtaposition with the rather absurd implication that the Church (a term Mr. Jennings apparently did not define) is absolutely indispensable within the university.


The report then began to improve—wisdom is not just academic knowledge, but the functioning of a person to his full limits, in all his activities. Though may I be permitted to remind the Chaplain, if these were his words, that wisdom is not acquired by simply studying for a degree or by taking part in extra-curricular activities; not is it ever acquired. at least in my opinion by anyone lacking a sound and joyous Christian faith.




Janice N. Eames








Cheating



Sir—Cheating is not irrelevant to academic ability (i.e. the abiltiy to gain the type of qualifications a University offers). If a scientist, for example cannot trust the results reported by others, he must repeal all their work if he wishes to make any use of it. Would research not then be intolerably difficult, slow and expensive.' Should a University, then, not test whether prospective scientists can remain honest when templed not to? And should it not lest prospective lawyers. accountants and teachers in the same way? Have you. Sir, any use for a dishonest reporter? Yours faithfully,




J. F. Harper.








Specious argument



Sir—My first reaction to reading Owen Gager's searching analysis of the Cultural Revolution in China was one of amusement: a quite charming piece illustrating the art of specious argument.


But no; surely if the article was a spoof 
Salient would not have wasted a complete page on it!


If indeed the argument was meant to be a subtle hoax may I suggest that the following illustrates the same ploy somewhat more concisely.



Salt is Good


The late J. Christ the year before he died stated "Salt is Good".


Common salt is known among experts (see footnotes) to be none other than Sodium Chloride. Salt is found in salt water. Q.E.D


Returning however to the assumption that the article was genuine, and despite the pointlessness of semantic arguments I should like to make the following point as illustration. Gager's argument in no way bears any relevance to the bold opening statement, indeed it would seem to contradict that statement. Gager agrees that power has actually changed hands on the administrative level as a result of the mass action of a large section of the population. If this does not fall within the definition of 'revolution' then I should like the learned Gager to explain what does.


In fact it would appear that the only useful purpose of the article was to provide an opportunity to use the magical word "
Stalinist", so evocative. like a veritable Pavlovian bell to the Trotskyite cerebral cortex.




Yours faithfully.


John Gough.





[Mr. Gager does not think it necessary to reply—ed.]






Hack "Time" reporter



Sir—Derek Metser's review of "The Promise" reads like the work of a hack "Time" reporter. There is hardly a paragraph in his review which bears any relation to the excellent performance which I saw on the opening night.


Mr. Melser starts by stating that the play is set "somewhat arbitrarily in Leningrad". The characters in the play are firmly rooted in the Russian society which existed during and after World War II. What place symbolises the Russian resistance and despair better than Leningrad? Mr. Melser might as well criticise Shakespeare for setting "Romeo and Juliet' "somewhat arbitrarily" in Verona.


He then goes on to dismiss the plot as "too sentimental corny and hollow for even the most willing of the audience to suspend their disbelief. Whatever the merits of the play, and they are by no means as slight as Mr. Melser would have us believe, the audience's total involvement in the dramatic conflcit was born witness to at the end of the play by prolonged applause and repeated curtain calls.


Perhaps during the play Mr. Melser was so involved in constructing his facile comments that the audiences reaction was, in fact like the play, overlooked.


Mainly I would take issue with this critic's dismissal of the standard of acting in the production. He says "perhaps an experienced company could have brought some style, if not 
pointfulness to such a hapless script". (I'm afraid I can only shudder at this vulgar attempt to coin a word.)


Having seen the play performed in London I expected to be disaopointed, but the deep sincerity—and total absorption of these actors in their roles, created a high level of tension which would have done credit to an experienced and professional company. Though the play is undoubtedly sentimental and the character of Lika not fully enough developed, John Hopkins, Bill Evans and Margaret Brew transcended these faults and make the production one of the Drama Club's best.




Vivian Hirschfeld.








Thank you



Sir—We wish lo express our thanks for the generous response from our professors, lecturers and students to the appeal for "Fund for Vietna" and especially to New Zealand, Malaysian, Thai. Laos friends who actively contributed by one way or another to make if successful. The donation, excluding those sent directly to the Treasurer, amounted to $216.70. This amount, together with the money raised in other centres, will be sent to New Zealand Red Cross Society be used for the benefit the civilians and refugees who have been suffering during the fighting. The final result of our campaign will be announced in all mass media.


The amount, whatever it may be. is still small compared with the damage and casualties but it undoubtedly will alleviate the misery of this long-suffering people. Please accept on behalf of the Vietnamese people, our gratitude.




Tran Due Phong Liaison officer

Vietnamese Stud. Assn .,







Cloud



Sir—Please could Mr. cloud tell me if Freud was a(n)


1. Experimental psychoid


2. Psychoanalyst


3. Ethnologist


4. Marine biologt


Thanking him in anticipation. I remain, as always.




M. J. Robb.








Mistake



Sir—The author of your column Left Side Out asks, in your issue of March 19, "Why does the magazine (ACT) not try to run at a profit, by using, say, advertising?" He should now take the plunge and read ACT. Let him look at any issue and he will find it using, say, advertising. He will also be cheered to know that if ACT has yet to make a profit, at least it has broken even.




I am etc. ,


Bruce Mason


Editor ACT.
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Chaplain illogical, banal




Chaplain illogical, banal



Sir—It is to be hoped that the illogicalities and banalities of the leading article in the last but one issue of 
Salient can be attributed to bad reporting rather than to Geering-like theologizing on the part of the speaker. To refresh memories. the leading article mentioned was that which reported the sermon preached by the new N.C.C. Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Jennings.


It is patently absurd to quote any minister of religion as saying that man has no spiritual needs, as absurd say. as quoting a dentist who says that man has no teeth. To be fair. several sentences later, the article says: "We can't be cut up into parts", which, one can only assume, means that spiritual needs cannot be confined to an isolated part of one's life. That may well be true, but there should be no need to make such a supposition.


However, worse was to come. Following straight after the above-quoted sentence comes this: "We are all parts together or we are nothing. The Church must be in all of university life or in nothing." Now this, to my mind, is an illogical leap from the point. no the supposition, that a man's spiritual concerns cannot be isolated from his whole personality, to a quite different point that within the university the Church should not be relegated to an insignificant place. Certainly, an analogy can be made, but not such a juxtaposition with the rather absurd implication that the Church (a term Mr. Jennings apparently did not define) is absolutely indispensable within the university.


The report then began to improve—wisdom is not just academic knowledge, but the functioning of a person to his full limits, in all his activities. Though may I be permitted to remind the Chaplain, if these were his words, that wisdom is not acquired by simply studying for a degree or by taking part in extra-curricular activities; not is it ever acquired. at least in my opinion by anyone lacking a sound and joyous Christian faith.




Janice N. Eames
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Cheating




Cheating



Sir—Cheating is not irrelevant to academic ability (i.e. the abiltiy to gain the type of qualifications a University offers). If a scientist, for example cannot trust the results reported by others, he must repeal all their work if he wishes to make any use of it. Would research not then be intolerably difficult, slow and expensive.' Should a University, then, not test whether prospective scientists can remain honest when templed not to? And should it not lest prospective lawyers. accountants and teachers in the same way? Have you. Sir, any use for a dishonest reporter? Yours faithfully,




J. F. Harper.
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Specious argument




Specious argument



Sir—My first reaction to reading Owen Gager's searching analysis of the Cultural Revolution in China was one of amusement: a quite charming piece illustrating the art of specious argument.


But no; surely if the article was a spoof 
Salient would not have wasted a complete page on it!


If indeed the argument was meant to be a subtle hoax may I suggest that the following illustrates the same ploy somewhat more concisely.



Salt is Good


The late J. Christ the year before he died stated "Salt is Good".


Common salt is known among experts (see footnotes) to be none other than Sodium Chloride. Salt is found in salt water. Q.E.D


Returning however to the assumption that the article was genuine, and despite the pointlessness of semantic arguments I should like to make the following point as illustration. Gager's argument in no way bears any relevance to the bold opening statement, indeed it would seem to contradict that statement. Gager agrees that power has actually changed hands on the administrative level as a result of the mass action of a large section of the population. If this does not fall within the definition of 'revolution' then I should like the learned Gager to explain what does.


In fact it would appear that the only useful purpose of the article was to provide an opportunity to use the magical word "
Stalinist", so evocative. like a veritable Pavlovian bell to the Trotskyite cerebral cortex.




Yours faithfully.


John Gough.





[Mr. Gager does not think it necessary to reply—ed.]
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Hack "Time" reporter



Sir—Derek Metser's review of "The Promise" reads like the work of a hack "Time" reporter. There is hardly a paragraph in his review which bears any relation to the excellent performance which I saw on the opening night.


Mr. Melser starts by stating that the play is set "somewhat arbitrarily in Leningrad". The characters in the play are firmly rooted in the Russian society which existed during and after World War II. What place symbolises the Russian resistance and despair better than Leningrad? Mr. Melser might as well criticise Shakespeare for setting "Romeo and Juliet' "somewhat arbitrarily" in Verona.


He then goes on to dismiss the plot as "too sentimental corny and hollow for even the most willing of the audience to suspend their disbelief. Whatever the merits of the play, and they are by no means as slight as Mr. Melser would have us believe, the audience's total involvement in the dramatic conflcit was born witness to at the end of the play by prolonged applause and repeated curtain calls.


Perhaps during the play Mr. Melser was so involved in constructing his facile comments that the audiences reaction was, in fact like the play, overlooked.


Mainly I would take issue with this critic's dismissal of the standard of acting in the production. He says "perhaps an experienced company could have brought some style, if not 
pointfulness to such a hapless script". (I'm afraid I can only shudder at this vulgar attempt to coin a word.)


Having seen the play performed in London I expected to be disaopointed, but the deep sincerity—and total absorption of these actors in their roles, created a high level of tension which would have done credit to an experienced and professional company. Though the play is undoubtedly sentimental and the character of Lika not fully enough developed, John Hopkins, Bill Evans and Margaret Brew transcended these faults and make the production one of the Drama Club's best.




Vivian Hirschfeld.
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Thank you




Thank you



Sir—We wish lo express our thanks for the generous response from our professors, lecturers and students to the appeal for "Fund for Vietna" and especially to New Zealand, Malaysian, Thai. Laos friends who actively contributed by one way or another to make if successful. The donation, excluding those sent directly to the Treasurer, amounted to $216.70. This amount, together with the money raised in other centres, will be sent to New Zealand Red Cross Society be used for the benefit the civilians and refugees who have been suffering during the fighting. The final result of our campaign will be announced in all mass media.


The amount, whatever it may be. is still small compared with the damage and casualties but it undoubtedly will alleviate the misery of this long-suffering people. Please accept on behalf of the Vietnamese people, our gratitude.




Tran Due Phong Liaison officer

Vietnamese Stud. Assn .,
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Cloud




Cloud



Sir—Please could Mr. cloud tell me if Freud was a(n)


1. Experimental psychoid


2. Psychoanalyst


3. Ethnologist


4. Marine biologt


Thanking him in anticipation. I remain, as always.




M. J. Robb.
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Mistake




Mistake



Sir—The author of your column Left Side Out asks, in your issue of March 19, "Why does the magazine (ACT) not try to run at a profit, by using, say, advertising?" He should now take the plunge and read ACT. Let him look at any issue and he will find it using, say, advertising. He will also be cheered to know that if ACT has yet to make a profit, at least it has broken even.




I am etc. ,


Bruce Mason


Editor ACT.
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On the grapevine




On the grapevine




Effective



Salient's effectiveness as an organ of publicity was shown recently when an announcement of negotiations for Trips to America brought four enquiries within 24 hours.






Bad supper


The supper (what could be seen of it) was atrocious at the commencement ball.


All food supplied was gone wilhin 10 minutes—liquid refreshments didn't last much longer either.


If the drink and food supply is anything to go by only about KM) must have been expected to turn up.


And a Stud. Ass. source happened to mention in passing that the ball netted a 400-dollar profit.


Did you know balls were run to make a profit? I didn't!


It could always be argued that food and drink aren't necessary prerequisites to have a good time. Let's face it, though—they certainly help.






Time and motion


To get copies of a Maori textbook you pay 25c at the Registrar's office then climb to the 9th floor of the Rankine-Brown building to pick up your purchase.


This is because members of the staff do not lock their offices and cannot keep money in them.


Criticism of this extra burden placed on cashiers, reportedly slow with the service as it is, adds to general opinion that the system needs a good kick in the trou.






Busy


Does an acting President's right to oppose a constitutional amendment extend to losing it?


You might well ask.


"But then I am working 120 hours a week on student affairs", came the voice from the lion's den.


(There are I68 hours in a week. This leaves Dan 48 for his full-time job. sleeping, eating drinking, and performance of the other life functions)






Quartered


A certain English lecturer was very anxious to make his point recently. Earnestly: 'and so he 
halved it ... by half!" His own reaction to this was just as quick as ours, which was appreciated more than the gem itself.






Contributions


Contributions to Ihis column should he placed in the letter box outside 
Salient office or the box marked for the Grapevine inside the office.






Way to the stars


It is interesting that despite biting criticism of V.U.W. Drama productions, Drama Club members were invited to act in a B.P. sponsored film—in a crowd scene






Qualifications


Is failure as a returning officer sufficient qualification for the office of secretary?


Nol quite; the candidate must also be accomplished in the social crawl.


And the only alternative may be a gorilla.


Oh for a successful returning officer—or maybe some sweet young thing.






Conservative?


The Junior Common Room at Balliol College, Oxford, has voted for a contraception machine to he placed at their disposal.






Protest on celluloid


What would a group of students, carrying banners and wearing bullous, he doing heside a Russian ship anchored in Wellington Harbour? 
Protesting, of course


However. this time the official was wrong. Imagine trying to explain to him that, in fact, the students were part of a film being shot on the wharves, and had no connection with the Russian arrival.


One look at a banner saying "We love you, Peter". finally convinced him of their innocence.
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Salient's effectiveness as an organ of publicity was shown recently when an announcement of negotiations for Trips to America brought four enquiries within 24 hours.
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Bad supper


The supper (what could be seen of it) was atrocious at the commencement ball.


All food supplied was gone wilhin 10 minutes—liquid refreshments didn't last much longer either.


If the drink and food supply is anything to go by only about KM) must have been expected to turn up.


And a Stud. Ass. source happened to mention in passing that the ball netted a 400-dollar profit.


Did you know balls were run to make a profit? I didn't!


It could always be argued that food and drink aren't necessary prerequisites to have a good time. Let's face it, though—they certainly help.
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Time and motion


To get copies of a Maori textbook you pay 25c at the Registrar's office then climb to the 9th floor of the Rankine-Brown building to pick up your purchase.


This is because members of the staff do not lock their offices and cannot keep money in them.


Criticism of this extra burden placed on cashiers, reportedly slow with the service as it is, adds to general opinion that the system needs a good kick in the trou.
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Busy


Does an acting President's right to oppose a constitutional amendment extend to losing it?


You might well ask.


"But then I am working 120 hours a week on student affairs", came the voice from the lion's den.


(There are I68 hours in a week. This leaves Dan 48 for his full-time job. sleeping, eating drinking, and performance of the other life functions)
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Quartered




Quartered


A certain English lecturer was very anxious to make his point recently. Earnestly: 'and so he 
halved it ... by half!" His own reaction to this was just as quick as ours, which was appreciated more than the gem itself.
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Contributions


Contributions to Ihis column should he placed in the letter box outside 
Salient office or the box marked for the Grapevine inside the office.
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Way to the stars


It is interesting that despite biting criticism of V.U.W. Drama productions, Drama Club members were invited to act in a B.P. sponsored film—in a crowd scene
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Qualifications




Qualifications


Is failure as a returning officer sufficient qualification for the office of secretary?


Nol quite; the candidate must also be accomplished in the social crawl.


And the only alternative may be a gorilla.


Oh for a successful returning officer—or maybe some sweet young thing.
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Conservative?




Conservative?


The Junior Common Room at Balliol College, Oxford, has voted for a contraception machine to he placed at their disposal.
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Protest on celluloid




Protest on celluloid


What would a group of students, carrying banners and wearing bullous, he doing heside a Russian ship anchored in Wellington Harbour? 
Protesting, of course


However. this time the official was wrong. Imagine trying to explain to him that, in fact, the students were part of a film being shot on the wharves, and had no connection with the Russian arrival.


One look at a banner saying "We love you, Peter". finally convinced him of their innocence.
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Students pay for mix-up over books






Students pay for mix-up over books


By James Mitchell




One of a series of errors made by departmental administrations this year has cost many students more than $14, according to a spokesman for Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd.


Reading lists and lists of required texts are normally made available to booksellers before the end of a year, in order to enable them to purchase sufficient quantities in time for the courses next year.


Mistakes by several departments have been alleged.


The first two texts listed in the University Calendar for Psychology II were ordered by booksellers.


The texts were L. J. Bischof's 
Interesting Personality Theories ($5.95) and Hall and Lindsay's 
Theories of Personalily ($8.10).


Large numbers were sold to students, some of whom understood from their first lecture that these particular books would not be needed.






Claimed


Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd., have offered to buy back any of these texts.


The spokesman for the company said that the firm was expecting to suffer a loss, as there was no general market for this type of book.


He also claimed that in December, 1967, amended lists were sent to Sweet and Maxwell N.Z. Ltd., and Technical Books Ltd. containing the new requirements for Psychology II.


Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd. did not receive these lists.


The spokesman said students had stated that Mr. Roger Boshier, a Psychology II lecturer, was advising them to go to Technical Books Ltd. in preference to Whitcombe and Tombs.






'Misleading'


Commenting on the alleged redundancy of the texts, Mr. Boshier said: "The books are relevant and needed".


He also referred to the different accent on required texts, brought about by "the fluid situation on the staffing side."


"If they are referring to the lists issued by me two weeks before the start of the term, then Whitcombe and Tombs are giving you grossly misleading information", he said.


Mr. Boshier denied that he was "advertising" Technical Books Ltd. in his lectures.
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[introduction]




One of a series of errors made by departmental administrations this year has cost many students more than $14, according to a spokesman for Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd.


Reading lists and lists of required texts are normally made available to booksellers before the end of a year, in order to enable them to purchase sufficient quantities in time for the courses next year.


Mistakes by several departments have been alleged.


The first two texts listed in the University Calendar for Psychology II were ordered by booksellers.


The texts were L. J. Bischof's 
Interesting Personality Theories ($5.95) and Hall and Lindsay's 
Theories of Personalily ($8.10).


Large numbers were sold to students, some of whom understood from their first lecture that these particular books would not be needed.
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Claimed




Claimed


Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd., have offered to buy back any of these texts.


The spokesman for the company said that the firm was expecting to suffer a loss, as there was no general market for this type of book.


He also claimed that in December, 1967, amended lists were sent to Sweet and Maxwell N.Z. Ltd., and Technical Books Ltd. containing the new requirements for Psychology II.


Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd. did not receive these lists.


The spokesman said students had stated that Mr. Roger Boshier, a Psychology II lecturer, was advising them to go to Technical Books Ltd. in preference to Whitcombe and Tombs.
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'Misleading'


Commenting on the alleged redundancy of the texts, Mr. Boshier said: "The books are relevant and needed".


He also referred to the different accent on required texts, brought about by "the fluid situation on the staffing side."


"If they are referring to the lists issued by me two weeks before the start of the term, then Whitcombe and Tombs are giving you grossly misleading information", he said.


Mr. Boshier denied that he was "advertising" Technical Books Ltd. in his lectures.
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Getting her kicks




Getting her kicks
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The University authorities acknowledge that karate is a healthy pastime, but Helene Wong's practice sessions are getting a little worrying.
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Maori M.P. plea


By Bill William




[image: "The retention of Maori representation in Parliament is imperative," Mrs. W. Tirikatene-Sullivan (Labour) M.P., told students on Wednesday.]
"The retention of Maori representation in Parliament is imperative," Mrs. W. Tirikatene-Sullivan (Labour) M.P., told students on Wednesday.




She was addressing a lunch-hour meeting on the subject of "The Maori people and political change".


"The Maori's viewpoint and aspirations can best be repre-Maoris themselves." she said.


They had "more specialised insights" into Maori concerns and problems than had Europeans, she said.


For example, European MP's generally were "unable to fathom the complexity, and implications, of the controversial Maori Affairs Amendment Bill.


"It would be ideal for Maori representation to occur from an integrated roll," she said.


But until there was evidence that proportionate numbers of Maoris were being chosen to
contest European electorates, the system or separate Maori seats would have to continue.
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Garfield Todd, the good — Garfield Todd, the bad — Black & White Views Of Rhodesia






 Garfield Todd, the good

 Garfield Todd, the bad



Black & White Views Of Rhodesia




Mrs Valintine writes



Box 176, Umtali. Rhodesia. 27th October, 1967 The Chairman, Victoria University Student Body, Wellington. New Zealand.

Dear Chairman,




Friends in New Zealand sent me newspaper reports of an address given by Mr Garfield Todd to your students recently. It is because I think you should hear something of the other side of the picture that I am writing to you.


Mr. Todd is a very clever man and a polished speaker. He told newspaper reporters in Australia and New Zealand that he had to be careful what he said as he wanted to return to his ranch in Rhodesia. They loved it and it was flashed across the world. In the meantime he had said all he wanted to say and had made his point. It made things sound so much worse when there were things he would like to tell but daren't if he wanted to come back to this country. This is very sound psychology on his part. Your imagination immediately fills in the gaps for you and you try to think of all the terrible things he daren't tell you.


My psychology is all right too—the bad boy who will do anything to attract attention otherwise denied him.


Now let us take some of the points he made:


(1) That the infitrators were being welcomed with open arms by the local African population. This is not true. The local Africans report them to the police on every possible occasion. The fact that this country is completely peaceful bears this out. If the local population welcomed them we could not hope to maintain peace in this country. That is obvious as there are so many of them. As it is we are one of the most peaceful countries in the world today and any visitor will bear this out. Even my brother and his wife who have been receiving our letters have been amazed at the feeling of peace and vigorous endeavour and the working together amongst all sections of the community here. No doubt my brother would be prepared to bear this out on his return to N.Z. if you were interested.




[bookmark: t1-body-d16-d1-d3]

(2) That the local chiefs are paid by the government, are the servants of the government and do as they are told. This is very wide of the mark. They do receive a salary from the government as it is very necessary that they maintain a certain standard of living to retain the respect of their own people. There are not many ways in which they can obtain money. They are there to look after their people. They rule by African tribal law. The government endeavours to help them where ever possible but there is no interference with the authority of the chiefs. Our Department of Agriculture and our district commissioners and district officers and their staff are extremely able people and the help and assistance given to the Africans in the rural areas would require a book to do it justice.


(3) As regards his vituperation against Mr Smith and what he calls his "racialist policy"—It isn't Mr Smith who is a racialist but Mr Todd. Mr Smith is trying to govern the country for the benefit of all its people, no matter what the colour of their skins. The problems are many and they need a great deal of understanding. This can surely only be supplied by the people on the spot. Mr Todd on the other hand has set as his goal the driving out of the white people. It would appear that he wants to punish them for what they did to him. "Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned"???
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New Zealand-born


(4) It is difficult to understand how our government has suddenly become an illegal regime. Mr Smith's government is a legally elected one—elected by the people of this country both black and white (the African can have a vote) long before independence was declared. How can a declaration of independence make it an illegal regime? It is still the constitutionally elected government of the country!


I am New Zealand-born, having lived in Africa for the past 30 years. I have a brother and a sister living in New Zealand. One of my brothers was on the N.Z. Wool Board prior to his death. My other brother is at present visiting this country to find out things for himself. He plans to return to N.Z. in the new year. It is because of this New Zealand background that I am interested in New Zealand hearing the truth about this country. I do not feel that Mr Todd presents things in their true perspective.


To understand Mr Todd it is necessary to know a little of his past history. Nobody needs to be told that Mr Todd was once a Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia. This is made public constantly. No one is allowed to forget it. Mr Todd is apt to imply that he was rejected by the people of this country because he was too liberal. This is not correct. The fact is that decisions were not referred to his cabinet and were made by Mr Todd without reference to his cabinet, who naturally resented this state of affairs, as did the electorate when it became clear what was happening.


It became dangerously near a dictatorship. At a party congress Mr Todd was replaced as leader of the party by Sir Edgar Whitehead, who returned from a post he held in Washington to take on the Prime Ministership. Mr Todd formed another party, which he called the Progressive Party. At a general election neither Mr Todd nor any member of his party was returned to parliament. He has never forgiven the electorate for their rejection of him. He liked his taste of power and he wished to retain it.


Like a small boy who cannot attract attention by behaving circumspectly, he decided that it was better to behave badly and receive attention than to receive no attention at all. His rejection has rankled. His bitterest attacks are always aimed at the white electorate of this country. Perhaps he reports things as he sees them, but it is certainly not as I see them and I feel that another side should be presented to you.


(5) As regards press censorship. It must he obvious to most people in all parts of the world that there is press censorship in some shape or Form in most countries. I cannot believe that you do not have it at all in N.Z. It is certainly operating in Britain today. Not only is press censorship there but the British government controls the BBC. We have had ample proof of this. We have also noticed that reports concerning Rhodesia are often slanted and inaccurate. It is Hitler's theory all over again. "the greater the lie, the greater the chance of it being be lieved".


The British government established a relay station at Francistown so that we could listen to the news which they were so sure was sadly missed by Rhodesians. In fact, after the first burst of curiosity, no one wanted to listen to it. It was so inaccurate as regards our own affairs that it became impossible to believe any of it. We. very quickly realised what they were trying to do to us—pump propaganda into us—and we resented it. Rhodesians are a freedom-loving people and they felt their freedom was being interfered with. We do not resent the press censorship, as we understand the reason for it. Propaganda to uneducated people who have no means of assessing it can be a very harmful thing. It was necessary to take what steps we could to prevent it. Zambia also broadcast their poison directed at our people. A large new broadcasting station was built with British money and incitement to murder, arson etc. was directed at our African population. Very little was achieved.


Mr. Todd's remarks about Africans being suppress, repressed and oppressed are very wide of the mark. I can only tell you a few things from personal experience


We have many African friends. One family who live near us have 10 children. The wife is a trained nurse, a master farmer and she does a great deal of work amongst her own people helping to teach them how to raise their living standards. This, she says, is due to me. She says that I work so hard for her people with women's clubs etc. that I made her feel she must do something for them too. She runs women's clubs and is teaching them Red Cross work.


The eldest son left school nearly two years ago and through a wrong postal address failed to gain admission to a teacher training college. She mentioned this to me and I set about finding him a job, which, I thought, with his background, should be in agriculture. I managed to find him a job in the Department of Agriculture, Co-operatives and Loans Branch at the same starting salary as a European school leaver would earn. He writes to me advising me of his progress. He is very happy in his job and is well thought of by the department.


We have another friend who is a school inspector and who earns the same salary as would a European in the same job. No doubt there are many, but this one I know.


I have a woman friend who is employed by a municipality to look after the Africans in their area and to promote club work etc. She earns a very good salary, drives her own car and generally enjoys life.


The African orderly at a clinic about nine miles from us teaches women in his area Red Cross work—first aid, home nursing, hygiene and mother and child care. I am his class secretary and do the organising for him, arrange examiners and exams and the presentation of badges and certificates to successful candidates. There is tremendous amount of this work going on in this country. I am only talking about one very small section of it. A very great deal of it is done with voluntary European workers. The number of African Women's Clubs is growing daily and the amount of volutary work being done would astound anyone sufficiently interested to come and find out.


These are just a few instances to give an idea of what we are trying to do ... not quite the picture Mr Todd painted for you, I think.


I would also like to tell you a little about Farm Schools. There are many of these in this country. These schools arc often built and run at the expense of the farmer for the children of his employees. My husband runs one of these here on our farm. These schools are subject to government inspection and can sometimes obtain a small grant from the Department of Education to meet portion of the teacher's wages.


I trust this will all be of interest to some of the students belonging to your body and that they will be sufficiently interested to feel that they would like to know more about this country, which is such a tremendously interesting one and which is striving so hard to take its rightful place in the world.




Yours sincerely,


M. M. Valintine (Mrs.)








K R Chihambakwe writes



Sir.—Last week when I opened the Evening Post at my flat in Kelburn alter tea the first thing I saw was a picture of Mrs. Mlambo—with a caption that told me her son, my friend, Victor Mlambo, had been hanged by Ian Smiths, de facto government.


I first knew Victor in 1956, when we were going to the same boarding school in the Eastern Highlands of Southern Rhodesia. Me was our school's star soccer player. When last I heard of him he was teaching in a rural primary school in Chipinga District.


What happened to him after this, until he decided he had no alternative but to fight the Smith regime by the only means posible—I do not know—but I find it very easy to imagine.


Victor Mlambo was hanged in a country, your correspondent, Mrs. Valintine, calls the most peaceful in the world—why? If it is so peaceful, did they need to hang 

 Victor? Why does Rhodesia ask for military aid from South Africa if it is not afraid of its African population? why are they executing more than 100 African activists besides Victor; And why is it probably the only country in the world which makes a death sentence mandatory for such offences as throwing a stone at a bus or a goods train.


Two of the African chiefs whom Mrs. Valintine claims express the will of African majority in their forced support of Ian Smith were killed by three of the men hanged in this peaceful country.


"Some of us will be shot", Rhodesia's national leader, Joshua Nkomo once said, "others will be hanged—but all these things we have to go through before our country can be free".


The news from Rhodesia all this week has been news of hangings—news sufficient by itself to give the lie to Mrs. Valintine's picture of a peaceful, united country. There are 4¼ million Africans in Rhodesia. The African population is growing at the rate of 3y% each year. Thereare about 200,000 white people in Rhodesia—slightly less than the population of Christchurch. The number is hardly growing for many of them are leaving the country. In another 10 years Africans will outnumber whites by 1 to 40 instead of the present ratio of 1 to 22. The Smith regime is nothing more nor less than an attempt by 20,000 people to deny 4¼ million Africans their human rights. This is why there is fighting; this is why Smith's only way of dealing with this protest is—the rope.


Mrs. Valintine says Africans have a say in Rhodesia—that they have a vote. It is true there is a second-class electoral roll for Africans and people on this roll can elect only 15 out of 65 members of the Rhodesian parliament, It is also true that Africans have boycotted such elections—for they are a mockery of democracy. Mrs. Valintine says that the chiefs support Smith and the Africans are behind their chiefs. But the chiefs are paid government servants, dismissed by the Goverment if (like Chief Mangwende of Mrewa District in 1960) they choose to disagree with the government policy. In fact they (the chiefs) have authority over less than 50 per cent of the African population who live in officially designated tribal areas.


Mrs. Valintine says there is economic opportunity for Africans. But the European average wage in Rhodesia is more than ten times the average wage for the African—on official figures. I know a school where a white man who supervised the cleaning of school grounds on Saturdays and supervised school boys' manual work when they were not doing lessons during the week (he had no qualifications officially) earned £95 a month—while an African accountant earned only £39 a month. It was not the job, but the skin pigmentation that counted.


Would anyone blame the accountant for taking to the hills to fight the Smith regime? I would not.


As for Mrs. Valintine's assertion that Todd was rejected by the white electorate because he was 'undemocratic' the answer is very simple-undemocratic to whom? Todd wanted Africans to have a greater share of the franchise: Mrs. Valintine does not—yet, somehow, it is Todd, not Mrs. Valintine, who is undemocratic.


Mrs. Valintine's democratic principles will not allow her to support Garfield Todd, yet support censorship, to prevent the untutored Africans from being contaminated by propaganda they cannot evaluate. It becomes very clear that democracy and racialism mean very similar things to her. If her racialist assumption is true, though, that Africans cannot 'evaluate' propaganda, why is it that according to her, they have resolutely spurned "propaganda", from the B.B.C. and the Zambian radio?


Mrs. Valintine tells us she really loves the African people. She will not protest the hangings. She will not protest against concentration camps where nationalist leaders are interned. She will not protest against Garfield Todd's restriction to his farm and debarment from political activity. She will not protest against a state depending heavily on its security service that its C.I.D. executes a search warrant when two African graduates have tea together with their wives—to ensure they are not plotting subversion. She will not protest against inferior wage levels or educational standards for Africans. But she will join a charitable society to help Africans in need. Mrs. Valintine, you cannot appease your conscience this easily. 
We do not 
Want charity on such terms.


The Africans in Rhodesia and the African states are looking closely at divisions over race relations both in the Commonwealth and at the U,N. They want to find out who are their enemies and who are their friends. The line should prove easy to draw. New Zealand might not care what happens in a country as distant as Rhodesia—but at least this apathy should not lead her to support Smith. New Zealand—we know—can do very little diplomatically and otherwise, but there is no reason why it should not take a moral stand on this issue.


Rhodesia is a beautiful sub-tropical country—its immediate future is troubled. Either there must be majority rule in Rhodesia or the settlers will have to maintain minority rule by physical extermination of the African population. These are two alternatives—and the first is the most probable and desirable. Would it not be better to recognise this fact now?




— Kerenius R. Chihambakwe
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Box 176, Umtali. Rhodesia. 27th October, 1967 The Chairman, Victoria University Student Body, Wellington. New Zealand.

Dear Chairman,




Friends in New Zealand sent me newspaper reports of an address given by Mr Garfield Todd to your students recently. It is because I think you should hear something of the other side of the picture that I am writing to you.


Mr. Todd is a very clever man and a polished speaker. He told newspaper reporters in Australia and New Zealand that he had to be careful what he said as he wanted to return to his ranch in Rhodesia. They loved it and it was flashed across the world. In the meantime he had said all he wanted to say and had made his point. It made things sound so much worse when there were things he would like to tell but daren't if he wanted to come back to this country. This is very sound psychology on his part. Your imagination immediately fills in the gaps for you and you try to think of all the terrible things he daren't tell you.


My psychology is all right too—the bad boy who will do anything to attract attention otherwise denied him.


Now let us take some of the points he made:


(1) That the infitrators were being welcomed with open arms by the local African population. This is not true. The local Africans report them to the police on every possible occasion. The fact that this country is completely peaceful bears this out. If the local population welcomed them we could not hope to maintain peace in this country. That is obvious as there are so many of them. As it is we are one of the most peaceful countries in the world today and any visitor will bear this out. Even my brother and his wife who have been receiving our letters have been amazed at the feeling of peace and vigorous endeavour and the working together amongst all sections of the community here. No doubt my brother would be prepared to bear this out on his return to N.Z. if you were interested.




[bookmark: t1-body-d16-d1-d3]

(2) That the local chiefs are paid by the government, are the servants of the government and do as they are told. This is very wide of the mark. They do receive a salary from the government as it is very necessary that they maintain a certain standard of living to retain the respect of their own people. There are not many ways in which they can obtain money. They are there to look after their people. They rule by African tribal law. The government endeavours to help them where ever possible but there is no interference with the authority of the chiefs. Our Department of Agriculture and our district commissioners and district officers and their staff are extremely able people and the help and assistance given to the Africans in the rural areas would require a book to do it justice.


(3) As regards his vituperation against Mr Smith and what he calls his "racialist policy"—It isn't Mr Smith who is a racialist but Mr Todd. Mr Smith is trying to govern the country for the benefit of all its people, no matter what the colour of their skins. The problems are many and they need a great deal of understanding. This can surely only be supplied by the people on the spot. Mr Todd on the other hand has set as his goal the driving out of the white people. It would appear that he wants to punish them for what they did to him. "Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned"???
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(4) It is difficult to understand how our government has suddenly become an illegal regime. Mr Smith's government is a legally elected one—elected by the people of this country both black and white (the African can have a vote) long before independence was declared. How can a declaration of independence make it an illegal regime? It is still the constitutionally elected government of the country!


I am New Zealand-born, having lived in Africa for the past 30 years. I have a brother and a sister living in New Zealand. One of my brothers was on the N.Z. Wool Board prior to his death. My other brother is at present visiting this country to find out things for himself. He plans to return to N.Z. in the new year. It is because of this New Zealand background that I am interested in New Zealand hearing the truth about this country. I do not feel that Mr Todd presents things in their true perspective.


To understand Mr Todd it is necessary to know a little of his past history. Nobody needs to be told that Mr Todd was once a Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia. This is made public constantly. No one is allowed to forget it. Mr Todd is apt to imply that he was rejected by the people of this country because he was too liberal. This is not correct. The fact is that decisions were not referred to his cabinet and were made by Mr Todd without reference to his cabinet, who naturally resented this state of affairs, as did the electorate when it became clear what was happening.


It became dangerously near a dictatorship. At a party congress Mr Todd was replaced as leader of the party by Sir Edgar Whitehead, who returned from a post he held in Washington to take on the Prime Ministership. Mr Todd formed another party, which he called the Progressive Party. At a general election neither Mr Todd nor any member of his party was returned to parliament. He has never forgiven the electorate for their rejection of him. He liked his taste of power and he wished to retain it.


Like a small boy who cannot attract attention by behaving circumspectly, he decided that it was better to behave badly and receive attention than to receive no attention at all. His rejection has rankled. His bitterest attacks are always aimed at the white electorate of this country. Perhaps he reports things as he sees them, but it is certainly not as I see them and I feel that another side should be presented to you.


(5) As regards press censorship. It must he obvious to most people in all parts of the world that there is press censorship in some shape or Form in most countries. I cannot believe that you do not have it at all in N.Z. It is certainly operating in Britain today. Not only is press censorship there but the British government controls the BBC. We have had ample proof of this. We have also noticed that reports concerning Rhodesia are often slanted and inaccurate. It is Hitler's theory all over again. "the greater the lie, the greater the chance of it being be lieved".


The British government established a relay station at Francistown so that we could listen to the news which they were so sure was sadly missed by Rhodesians. In fact, after the first burst of curiosity, no one wanted to listen to it. It was so inaccurate as regards our own affairs that it became impossible to believe any of it. We. very quickly realised what they were trying to do to us—pump propaganda into us—and we resented it. Rhodesians are a freedom-loving people and they felt their freedom was being interfered with. We do not resent the press censorship, as we understand the reason for it. Propaganda to uneducated people who have no means of assessing it can be a very harmful thing. It was necessary to take what steps we could to prevent it. Zambia also broadcast their poison directed at our people. A large new broadcasting station was built with British money and incitement to murder, arson etc. was directed at our African population. Very little was achieved.


Mr. Todd's remarks about Africans being suppress, repressed and oppressed are very wide of the mark. I can only tell you a few things from personal experience


We have many African friends. One family who live near us have 10 children. The wife is a trained nurse, a master farmer and she does a great deal of work amongst her own people helping to teach them how to raise their living standards. This, she says, is due to me. She says that I work so hard for her people with women's clubs etc. that I made her feel she must do something for them too. She runs women's clubs and is teaching them Red Cross work.


The eldest son left school nearly two years ago and through a wrong postal address failed to gain admission to a teacher training college. She mentioned this to me and I set about finding him a job, which, I thought, with his background, should be in agriculture. I managed to find him a job in the Department of Agriculture, Co-operatives and Loans Branch at the same starting salary as a European school leaver would earn. He writes to me advising me of his progress. He is very happy in his job and is well thought of by the department.


We have another friend who is a school inspector and who earns the same salary as would a European in the same job. No doubt there are many, but this one I know.


I have a woman friend who is employed by a municipality to look after the Africans in their area and to promote club work etc. She earns a very good salary, drives her own car and generally enjoys life.


The African orderly at a clinic about nine miles from us teaches women in his area Red Cross work—first aid, home nursing, hygiene and mother and child care. I am his class secretary and do the organising for him, arrange examiners and exams and the presentation of badges and certificates to successful candidates. There is tremendous amount of this work going on in this country. I am only talking about one very small section of it. A very great deal of it is done with voluntary European workers. The number of African Women's Clubs is growing daily and the amount of volutary work being done would astound anyone sufficiently interested to come and find out.


These are just a few instances to give an idea of what we are trying to do ... not quite the picture Mr Todd painted for you, I think.


I would also like to tell you a little about Farm Schools. There are many of these in this country. These schools arc often built and run at the expense of the farmer for the children of his employees. My husband runs one of these here on our farm. These schools are subject to government inspection and can sometimes obtain a small grant from the Department of Education to meet portion of the teacher's wages.


I trust this will all be of interest to some of the students belonging to your body and that they will be sufficiently interested to feel that they would like to know more about this country, which is such a tremendously interesting one and which is striving so hard to take its rightful place in the world.




Yours sincerely,


M. M. Valintine (Mrs.)
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Sir.—Last week when I opened the Evening Post at my flat in Kelburn alter tea the first thing I saw was a picture of Mrs. Mlambo—with a caption that told me her son, my friend, Victor Mlambo, had been hanged by Ian Smiths, de facto government.


I first knew Victor in 1956, when we were going to the same boarding school in the Eastern Highlands of Southern Rhodesia. Me was our school's star soccer player. When last I heard of him he was teaching in a rural primary school in Chipinga District.


What happened to him after this, until he decided he had no alternative but to fight the Smith regime by the only means posible—I do not know—but I find it very easy to imagine.


Victor Mlambo was hanged in a country, your correspondent, Mrs. Valintine, calls the most peaceful in the world—why? If it is so peaceful, did they need to hang 

 Victor? Why does Rhodesia ask for military aid from South Africa if it is not afraid of its African population? why are they executing more than 100 African activists besides Victor; And why is it probably the only country in the world which makes a death sentence mandatory for such offences as throwing a stone at a bus or a goods train.


Two of the African chiefs whom Mrs. Valintine claims express the will of African majority in their forced support of Ian Smith were killed by three of the men hanged in this peaceful country.


"Some of us will be shot", Rhodesia's national leader, Joshua Nkomo once said, "others will be hanged—but all these things we have to go through before our country can be free".


The news from Rhodesia all this week has been news of hangings—news sufficient by itself to give the lie to Mrs. Valintine's picture of a peaceful, united country. There are 4¼ million Africans in Rhodesia. The African population is growing at the rate of 3y% each year. Thereare about 200,000 white people in Rhodesia—slightly less than the population of Christchurch. The number is hardly growing for many of them are leaving the country. In another 10 years Africans will outnumber whites by 1 to 40 instead of the present ratio of 1 to 22. The Smith regime is nothing more nor less than an attempt by 20,000 people to deny 4¼ million Africans their human rights. This is why there is fighting; this is why Smith's only way of dealing with this protest is—the rope.


Mrs. Valintine says Africans have a say in Rhodesia—that they have a vote. It is true there is a second-class electoral roll for Africans and people on this roll can elect only 15 out of 65 members of the Rhodesian parliament, It is also true that Africans have boycotted such elections—for they are a mockery of democracy. Mrs. Valintine says that the chiefs support Smith and the Africans are behind their chiefs. But the chiefs are paid government servants, dismissed by the Goverment if (like Chief Mangwende of Mrewa District in 1960) they choose to disagree with the government policy. In fact they (the chiefs) have authority over less than 50 per cent of the African population who live in officially designated tribal areas.


Mrs. Valintine says there is economic opportunity for Africans. But the European average wage in Rhodesia is more than ten times the average wage for the African—on official figures. I know a school where a white man who supervised the cleaning of school grounds on Saturdays and supervised school boys' manual work when they were not doing lessons during the week (he had no qualifications officially) earned £95 a month—while an African accountant earned only £39 a month. It was not the job, but the skin pigmentation that counted.


Would anyone blame the accountant for taking to the hills to fight the Smith regime? I would not.


As for Mrs. Valintine's assertion that Todd was rejected by the white electorate because he was 'undemocratic' the answer is very simple-undemocratic to whom? Todd wanted Africans to have a greater share of the franchise: Mrs. Valintine does not—yet, somehow, it is Todd, not Mrs. Valintine, who is undemocratic.


Mrs. Valintine's democratic principles will not allow her to support Garfield Todd, yet support censorship, to prevent the untutored Africans from being contaminated by propaganda they cannot evaluate. It becomes very clear that democracy and racialism mean very similar things to her. If her racialist assumption is true, though, that Africans cannot 'evaluate' propaganda, why is it that according to her, they have resolutely spurned "propaganda", from the B.B.C. and the Zambian radio?


Mrs. Valintine tells us she really loves the African people. She will not protest the hangings. She will not protest against concentration camps where nationalist leaders are interned. She will not protest against Garfield Todd's restriction to his farm and debarment from political activity. She will not protest against a state depending heavily on its security service that its C.I.D. executes a search warrant when two African graduates have tea together with their wives—to ensure they are not plotting subversion. She will not protest against inferior wage levels or educational standards for Africans. But she will join a charitable society to help Africans in need. Mrs. Valintine, you cannot appease your conscience this easily. 
We do not 
Want charity on such terms.


The Africans in Rhodesia and the African states are looking closely at divisions over race relations both in the Commonwealth and at the U,N. They want to find out who are their enemies and who are their friends. The line should prove easy to draw. New Zealand might not care what happens in a country as distant as Rhodesia—but at least this apathy should not lead her to support Smith. New Zealand—we know—can do very little diplomatically and otherwise, but there is no reason why it should not take a moral stand on this issue.


Rhodesia is a beautiful sub-tropical country—its immediate future is troubled. Either there must be majority rule in Rhodesia or the settlers will have to maintain minority rule by physical extermination of the African population. These are two alternatives—and the first is the most probable and desirable. Would it not be better to recognise this fact now?




— Kerenius R. Chihambakwe
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Examples of Peruvian pottey from Easter Island in the Waikato Museum.




One of history's ironies is that the significance of ancient items has often been recognised thousands of miles away from their point of origin.


The discovery of Egyptian tombs has been precipitated by the appearance of artifacts in European shops. The first scholar to postulate the existance of a giant flightless bird in New Zealand was Sir Richard Owen of the Royal College of Surgeons who deduced the size and character of the moa from a single bone in the 1840s.


There was similar irony in the recent depositing of seven pieces of Peruvian pottery from Easter Island with the Waikato Museum in Hamilton. Scholars like Thor Heyerdahl have scoured the eastern Pacific for tangible links between South America and Polynesia, but it was in the western extremity of the Polynesian triangle that the most concrete evidence for their theories appeared.


The pieces of pottery are made of hard blackware, and are both functional and beautiful. They are hollow and decorated with designs of monkeys, snakes and birds. Their shapes and surface marks show they were not made on a potters wheel but moulded in two pieces around solid material, such as round stone, and sealed together.


Mrs. R. E. Harries donated the pieces to the Waikato Museum where their value was recognised. They were given to her father in the mid-nineteenth century by the captain of a Pacific trading vessel who had taken them from Easter Island. Mrs. Harries received the pottery from her father in the 1880s.






Peruvian origin


Expert identification has confirmed the Peruvian origin of the pottery, and there is little reason to doubt that the pieces were taken from Easter Island in the nineteenth century as stated. At that time European contact with the island was rare.


The discovery of the pottery adds further evidence to the theory that there was at least contact between Polynesia and South America, and possibly a significant South American migration into the Pacific.


When Thor Heyerdahl suggested in the 1940s that some of the people who settled the Polynesian area had come from South America he was ridiculed in many quarters, mainly because the eastward movement of the Polynesians through Asia, Indonesia and the Pacific Islands had been accepted to the point of becoming dogma, and because the Polynesians possessed a tradition of navigation which the South Americans appeared to lack.


But evidence did exist for Heyerdahl's theory. Botanists belived the gourd plant and sweet potato originated in South America—not Asia or the Pacific. Yet both these plants were widely distributed throughout the Pacific area, as far as New Zealand, and the sweet potato retained the same name in this country as it had in Peru: kumara.


In the Galapagos Islands, about 700 miles off the coast of South America, thousands of blackware pottery fragments had been found, similar to those excavated in Peru.


It is well-known how Heyerdahl built his balsa wood raft and sailed from Peru almost as far as Tahiti, demonstrating that South Americans could have made comparable voyages. But Heyerdahl's later expedition to Easter Island in 1955-56 did not uncover any indisputable archaeological evidence of South American contact with the island.


A few fragments of blackware were given to him, but not from an archaeological context, and he found a brown earthenware jar of local but recent origin. He did not find any complete pieces of Peruvian pottery like those now in the Waikato Museum, and to the knowledge of the museum's curator, Mr. C. G. Hunt, these are the oily undamaged examples of such pottery known to have been taken from Easter Island.


In general, the Polynesians did not have a pottery-making tradition.


Apart from the potsherds already mentioned found at the Galapagos and Easter Islands, however, great quantities of ancient fragments of red and blackware have been excavated in Tonga, Samoa and Fiji. Complete pieces of pottery have not ben found in these islands to date, but Pacific archaeology is still in its infancy and whole specimens may eventually come to light.


In New Zealand a few pieces of porous redware have been found, but like the Easter Island fragments they have not been discovered in an archaeological context and could have been made after Maori contact with European expertise ... Two such fragments, one from Raglan and the other from Nelson, can be seen in the Waikato Museum.


Until further finds are made, the best preserved examples of pre-European pottery known to have been taken from the Pacific area remain the seven pieces of Peruvian blackware in the Waikato Museum, probably its most valuable acquisition.
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Examples of Peruvian pottey from Easter Island in the Waikato Museum.




One of history's ironies is that the significance of ancient items has often been recognised thousands of miles away from their point of origin.


The discovery of Egyptian tombs has been precipitated by the appearance of artifacts in European shops. The first scholar to postulate the existance of a giant flightless bird in New Zealand was Sir Richard Owen of the Royal College of Surgeons who deduced the size and character of the moa from a single bone in the 1840s.


There was similar irony in the recent depositing of seven pieces of Peruvian pottery from Easter Island with the Waikato Museum in Hamilton. Scholars like Thor Heyerdahl have scoured the eastern Pacific for tangible links between South America and Polynesia, but it was in the western extremity of the Polynesian triangle that the most concrete evidence for their theories appeared.


The pieces of pottery are made of hard blackware, and are both functional and beautiful. They are hollow and decorated with designs of monkeys, snakes and birds. Their shapes and surface marks show they were not made on a potters wheel but moulded in two pieces around solid material, such as round stone, and sealed together.


Mrs. R. E. Harries donated the pieces to the Waikato Museum where their value was recognised. They were given to her father in the mid-nineteenth century by the captain of a Pacific trading vessel who had taken them from Easter Island. Mrs. Harries received the pottery from her father in the 1880s.
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Peruvian origin


Expert identification has confirmed the Peruvian origin of the pottery, and there is little reason to doubt that the pieces were taken from Easter Island in the nineteenth century as stated. At that time European contact with the island was rare.


The discovery of the pottery adds further evidence to the theory that there was at least contact between Polynesia and South America, and possibly a significant South American migration into the Pacific.


When Thor Heyerdahl suggested in the 1940s that some of the people who settled the Polynesian area had come from South America he was ridiculed in many quarters, mainly because the eastward movement of the Polynesians through Asia, Indonesia and the Pacific Islands had been accepted to the point of becoming dogma, and because the Polynesians possessed a tradition of navigation which the South Americans appeared to lack.


But evidence did exist for Heyerdahl's theory. Botanists belived the gourd plant and sweet potato originated in South America—not Asia or the Pacific. Yet both these plants were widely distributed throughout the Pacific area, as far as New Zealand, and the sweet potato retained the same name in this country as it had in Peru: kumara.


In the Galapagos Islands, about 700 miles off the coast of South America, thousands of blackware pottery fragments had been found, similar to those excavated in Peru.


It is well-known how Heyerdahl built his balsa wood raft and sailed from Peru almost as far as Tahiti, demonstrating that South Americans could have made comparable voyages. But Heyerdahl's later expedition to Easter Island in 1955-56 did not uncover any indisputable archaeological evidence of South American contact with the island.


A few fragments of blackware were given to him, but not from an archaeological context, and he found a brown earthenware jar of local but recent origin. He did not find any complete pieces of Peruvian pottery like those now in the Waikato Museum, and to the knowledge of the museum's curator, Mr. C. G. Hunt, these are the oily undamaged examples of such pottery known to have been taken from Easter Island.


In general, the Polynesians did not have a pottery-making tradition.


Apart from the potsherds already mentioned found at the Galapagos and Easter Islands, however, great quantities of ancient fragments of red and blackware have been excavated in Tonga, Samoa and Fiji. Complete pieces of pottery have not ben found in these islands to date, but Pacific archaeology is still in its infancy and whole specimens may eventually come to light.


In New Zealand a few pieces of porous redware have been found, but like the Easter Island fragments they have not been discovered in an archaeological context and could have been made after Maori contact with European expertise ... Two such fragments, one from Raglan and the other from Nelson, can be seen in the Waikato Museum.


Until further finds are made, the best preserved examples of pre-European pottery known to have been taken from the Pacific area remain the seven pieces of Peruvian blackware in the Waikato Museum, probably its most valuable acquisition.
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a preview by owen gager




When the leaders speak of peace



The common folk know



That war is coming



When the leaders curse war



The mobilisation order is already written out.



—Bertolt Brecht



As conference confronts counter-conference, the leaders speaking of peace will live for a week in the same city as their political enemies.


On one side will be the men of power, and too their confident generals promising quick victories to ensure more guns, and planes are bought and more troops sent (not for much longer, now they promise); on the other side, the intellectuals, academics, novelists, philosophers with their two established styles of protest, the teach-in and the demonstration, to be fused in yet another combination, to the same cry that war cannot bring peace and our leaders are misleaders.


The SEATO conference will, literally, have the big battalions. It will take over, symbolically, Parliament, secure from infiltration, subversion and protest as never before, and there consult about a new war, plan reinforcements, escalation, perhaps a new treaty.


It will issue communiques affirming its will, for peace, praise collective security, and announce that South Vietnam is being saved from aggression horn the North.


At the other conference, less affluent and more disorganised convenors will bring the spokesmen of distinguished intellectual overseas spokesmen for protest to guess what the other conference is doing and to denounce it with eloquent


From one conference will come communiques and the rumour of bombs, from the other rhetoric and news of books to be published and new theories of the Asian balance of power.


In both conferences there will be divisions.


France will be absent from the SEATO conference, Pakistan perhaps will make a token appearance. President Marcos will be indiscreet (as he was alter Harold Holt's funeral). Any new treaty to link the "allies" in the Vietnam war (prophesised in the August. 1967 Vietnam Quote and Comment, the Committee on Vietnam newspaper) will meet with difficulty. Malaysia and Indonesia being afraid either to ally or confront with one another alter the strained relationships of the last few years, Singapore fearing an anti-Chinese alliance directed against her as a predominantly Chinese-populated state.


All that may be done is to regularise, diplomatically, the present level of participation in the Vietnam war.


The SEATO conference will have lew public sessions. It will be secret.


The newspapers and the Returned Servicemens' Association will tell us it is keeping us secure—that it is better to be fighting our enemies in Vietnam than fighting them at Makara. The United States and the corrupt Asian states it is linked with will be assiduous in warning us of the aggressive strategies of international communism.


Most people, perhaps will yawn through the tedious exegeses of Mao's and Lin Piao's alleged plans for world conquest that will find their way into the papers. Remembering the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Cuba, and Greece, remember that it is not only communist regimes that export their own social systems and forms of government. The real dupes will be those dazzled by the secrecy, the talk of the security of the nation, the dark hints of sinister Oriental conspiracies.


The military are still winning the battle for the average man, alarmed by the prospect of a military threat to his country, and ignored by the Vietnam Committees who are too honourable to suggest any country could replace Peking or Hanoi as the repository of the "yellow peril" (though Indonesia, for example, might well be a good candidate).


China, being a nation whose style and history bears almost no resemblance to those of New Zealand, by virtue of its very strangeness is cast as enemy, no matter how weak it is militarily. (As we all know—or should—it has no effective navy). After all, the argument will go, if there's a chance China will attack us, shouldn't we provide against this possibility? And if it is difficult, in fact impossible, except for some of the odder species of Marxist, to claim that China could not under any circumstances commit aggression.


It is not likely it would attack Australasia; but it is possible. This being so the average man will take it seriously. Not so much for any of the conventional reasons—that Chinese communism is "messianic", or that "aggression" must be "contained"—as from what he knows of communist China he would hate to live there. In the heart of the average man, and more particularly the average Labour voter, the "yellow peril', the menace from without and the nation in danger, all live in the party.


Yet the world the Committees on Vietnam would like to invite him into—a world where there are no fixed enemies, where international differences are settled quietly at conference tables, where diplomatic initiatives taken at the right time avert wars—is not only totally alien to him, but has no place for him.


The nationalist right wing slogans, the unofficial "yellow peril", the official "collective security" at least have acquired political meaning over the years. Convince him that, somehow he is done down by believing in this, convince him that people are pulling the wool over his eyes over China to divert him from what is happening at home, and he will respond.






The alternative


But at the moment the average man is being asked by what he sees as pacifists to deny the reality of real social differences in the world which may explode into war. Instead he is offered secret diplomacy as a cure-all—diplomacy which excludes him. SEATO may he secret, but it takes the trouble to keep him inside. And the Ross Committee on Taxation has just told him he enjoys one of the lowest rates of taxation in the Western world because of New Zealand's comparatively low spending on defence, So how is he being hurt by the war?


The average man will place his trust in the SEATO conference, because nobody is interested in him except the people who may ship him to light in the last jungle battles of America's Dien Bien phu.


At the counter-conference the intellectuals will come up against their necessary but unfriendly audience, the non-intellectuals. The academics do have friends, though not always for the right reasons, and usually for the wrong ones. The intellectual audiences are not the would-be traitors and dupes the right uisually associate with counter conferences but neither are they the disinterested friends of truth every academic hopes hang on his lips. Very few people, apart from university students, expect to hear the truth from academics these days.


A good part of the counter-conference's audience will consist of people who distrust New Zealand's foreign policy aims for reasons other than foreign policy—some variety of pacifism, vulgar Marxism or a mixture of the two.


Foreign policy, in our country, is the area in which protest against the kind of society we live in is ventilated.


To be "left" in New Zealand today is to have certain specifiable views on foreign policy—but this is an effect of leftwingery, not its cause. In part, one can attribute this to the genuine and quite arguable position that foreign policy issues are the most important and (more suspiciously) dramatic issues of our time. On the other hand foreign policy issues are issues you grasp only second-hand unless you are lucky enough to have travelled. They are issues one can do least about. It is always most difficult, also, to change an electorate's mind on foreign policy issues because the entire issue is remote from the average man's immediate field of experience.


It suits the right to have a left preoccupied by foreign policy because then cries of disloyalty and foreign influence can more easily be raised.


These things being so, the support the counter-conference has gained, from church, academic and political groups, is astonishingly wide—the bases of the conference by no means sectarian or dogmatic. The swing of public feeling in its favour after its clashes with Mr. Muldoon is very positive.


All one can say, to moderate enthusiasm or warn, is that that what Conor Cruise O'Brien, or Jean Lancouture, or C. P. Fitzgerald say will appeal not because their audience are capable of understanding any particular refiliation of the domino theory, but because their audience suspects the New Zealand Government of bad faith.


Such suspicion, so far from being bad is very health; but it will leave the academics the Vietnam Committee has imported in something of a vacuum. They will encounter sympathy, but not necessarily comprehension.


Dramatic as the brief history of the Peace, Power and Politics conference has already been, it will need to produce more than fireworks to have succeeded. To do so it will have to understand why so many New Zealanders are concerned with world affairs at this particular time—a concern determined by the evaluation of New Zealand society internally as much as by the discover) that Spain was not the last rallying cry of the searches for good causes.


The effects of the two conferences? The SEATO confcrence cannot retrieve its two lost members, Pakistan and France—ironically, only the breakdown in Chinese diplomacy SEATO was intended to engineer could solder together again the original allies of 1953.


Nor can any diplomatic agreements win the war. The war will be won with reinforcements which can only come from the United States.


The conference might do something in the longer term, bringing Japan more closely into the American pattern of alliances, and bringing Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore a little closer together though in spite of their formally similar foreign policies this is a very long-term job. Of all Americas Asian allies only South Korea is contributing a large contingent to Vietnam and there is little prospect of any other counry doing as much (or of South Korea doing more alter the Pueblo incident)


The cracks in this alliance cannot be papered over. But, then, the counter-SEATO conference will herald no new configuration of strength opposed to the war.


While SEATO's general stall count (in privacy) their troops, the counter SEATO conferences top brass will all too publicy, its publicists. But there are not many more now than there were last year, unless Bobbly Kennedy arrives in Wellington at the last minute. Both are brave shows—-but are they worth the money?
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"
No One has questioned the standing of the conference or the credentials of the speakers," said Mr. Alister Taylor, chairman of the Peace, Power and Politics in Asia conference committee.


"The conference," wrote Mr. Hamilton Mitchell, Dominion president of the R.S.A., "... is not a forum for rational discussion."


The standing and credentials of some of the speakers at the conference, opening in Wellington on March 30, are examined below. Background papers are being circulated, and some of their authors are included.






Gunnar Myrdal


Dr. Gunnar Myrdal has sent a background paper on "The Moral Isolation of the United States".


At a recent Dress conference Dr. Myrdal, 69, urged "an orderly withdrawal" from Vietnam by the U.S.A. To replace American military resistance to communism he called for strong birth control campaigns by South Asian governments, quick boosts for agriculture, thorough land reform, and an overhaul of the educational system.


In a three-volume, 2284-page study, "Asian Drama: An Inquiry into the Poverty of Nations", released three weeks ago in New York, the Swedish economist pulls no punches.


Written alter ten years of preparation, three of which were spent in the area, the book may not be welcomed in Asia.


Basic Asian character defects listed by Dr. Myrdal include: "Low levels of work discipline, punctuality and orderliness; superstitious beliefs and irrational outlook; lack of alertness, adaptability, ambition and general readiness for change and experiment; contempt for manual work; submissiveness to authority and exploitation; low aptitude for cooperation.


"There is little hope in South Asia for rapid development without greater social discipline."


If the United States takes Gunnar Myrdal's suggestion seriously, and does make "an orderly withdrawal," there is little doubt that the communists will apply his "greater social discipline."






Mary McCarthy


Miss McCarthy has indicated that if she is in Hanoi at the end of March she will attend the conference.


Until recently, Mary McCarthy was chiefly famous for her formerly much-banned novel 
The Group.



Vietnam, published last year, makes no pretence of objectivity. At the outset the writer states that her visit to Vietnam in February 1967 was to seek what was damaging to America.


The book has gained wide acceptance among the American left. In it all her fellow-countrymen are portrayed either as thugs, or as deepening the Vietnamese people's agony while they naively talk of winning hearts and minds.


The Viet Cong, whose atrocities might have minimised American "crimes", are not described.






Jean-Paul Sartre


As chairman of the "War Crimes Tribunal" held last year in Stockholm, after several European countries had indicated their unwillingness to house it, Satre endeavoured to blacken the United States.


The self-styled "tribunal", hearing only evidence from communist and anti-American sources, came to the conclusion it was convened to reach regarding American guilt.






Conor Cruise O'Brien


Professor Cruise O'Brien is listed as speaking on "The United States, United Nations and Revolution."


As United Nations representative in charge of the Congo "Peace-keeping" Mission, Dr. O'Brien launched Operation Morthor, designed to prevent the secession of the state of Katanga. The actions of the mission are considered to have caused the staughter of some thousands of Katangese.


United Nations troops, commanded by Indian Major-General K. A. S. Raja, were seen throwing prisoners from the roof of the Elisabethville, Katanga, Post Office. Sworn evidence detailing atrocities committed by personnel under Dr. O'Brien was suppressed by the United Kingdom government.


Dr. O'Brien later accepted a senior post at the University of Accra during the Nkrumah regime, indicating his willingness to serve under a black dictatorship. Cooperation between European and African, as happened in Katanga, was anathema to him.


He is at present Albert Schweitzer Professor of Humanities and Literature at New York University.
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by Tony Jaques



The Committee on Vietnam never has been reluctant to cash in on publicity, but its present efforts would surely have impressed Phineas T. Barnum himself.


Even the old bogey of Brigadier Gilbert's nasty security service had been unearthed, and a Minister of the Crown has been threatened with "appropriate action".


About $40 worth of advertising space in the Sunday Times was taken up to protect the refusal of the Reserve Bank to permit overseas funds to be used to bring overseas speakers to the Peace, Power and Politics in Asia Conference.


The 'protest was signed by 108 defenders of free discussion; from Professors Brookes and Beaglehole to 
Salient editor, Bill Logan, and Uncle Tom Cobbley and all.


But everything has its price, and who is paying out the $12,000-odd needed to make this free discussion possible?


A large part has come from the conference delegates' registration fees. "Three hundred delegates at $10 each is $3,000 for a start", said the conference organiser, Mr. Alister Taylor. "Most of the unions have given substantial amounts," he said. 'The two drivers unions for instance have given $50 each, and some other unions have given up to $100."


Private donations appear to be flowing in steadily, but Mr. Taylor seems unaware of the designation or political affiliations of many of these benefactors.


Similarly he seems unaware of the exact persuasion of many of the conference delegates.


Seven or eight Labour M.P.s will attend the conference, and about 25 unions are sending delegates, said Mr. Taylor, but the majority of the delegates will be unaffiliated citizens who as yet are just names on application forms; and on $10 cheques.


Mr. Taylor said, however, that "probably 40-50$ of the delegates who will be attending are not fully committed to the C.O.V. line".


The New Zealand Communist Party will not be attending in force as might have, in some quarters, been expected.


Several major New Zealand pacifist and church bodies are among the forty co-sponsors of the conference, but in addition to this, individual churches were circularised for support. About 150 ministers sent personal donations and 250 parishes agreed to take conference material.


Conference financing seems to proceed like any well stage-managed melodrama. The Committee was "overwhelmed" when the inevitable little-old-grey-haired-couple in Auckland coughed up on cue with $3, and a note saying that they were "rather short of cash".


This was followed by a gold watch chain and a solid silver watch bought in 1910 for $5. A cheque for $20 followed this, and then a sterling silver christening set.


These items will be auctioned during the conference at what promises to be a heart-rendingly pathetic orgy of publicity.


The Reserve Bank clamp-down on overseas funds prompted yet another candidate for immortality who walked in to the Committee's Lambton Quay office with a cheque for $100 and a.note describing it as "An indignation donation triggered by morning news."


This effort resulting from the Dominion news-story however was somewhat overshadowed by the more attractive offers by New Zealand citizens of overseas funds allegedly totalling $10,000.


"This is no fly-by-night, deliberately irritant protest," said an Evening Post leader writer, and he was dead right. This is a well organised and soundly financed conference which need not wallow in publicity.


To eagerly anticipate being "smeared" is a painfully immature stance for any group seeking to emphasise its credibility as a responsible seeker-after-truth.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 4. March 26 1968

[Drawing of a man]








[image: Drawing of a man]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 4. March 26 1968

A Soldier's Mother sat Weaving




A Soldier's Mother sat Weaving




A soldier's mother sat



weaving memories

 

and a wicker basket

 

as she had woven

 

her son's life

 

through eighteen years

 

until the knife

 

which cuts cane

 

to basket shapes,

 

cut life to suit

 

the plans of states




Allan Marett
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The Return Of The Triboldies



Part 4



By Dennis List




[image: Photo by Rort W. Joiner]
Photo by 
[
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Today I was talking to the boy Nenuphar. He will be a magician (and superior to most of them); already I perceive his mystic nature. He came to me with a number of paradoxes: an egg has feathers; a chicken has three legs; the Valley for Foreboding contains the whole world; a dog can be a sheep; a horse lays eggs; a frog has a tail; fire is not hot; mountains have mouths; the wheel never touches the ground; the eye does not see; attributes never reach, and the reaching never comes to an end; the tortoise is longer than the snake; compasses do not make circles, and squares are not right-angled; chisels do not surround their handles; the shadow of a flying bird never moves; there are moments when a flying arrow is neither in motion nor at rest; a puppy is not a dog; the shadow of a flying bird never moves; a bay horse and a dun cow make three; a white dog is black; an orphan rhinocerous has never had a mother; take a piece of bread, eat half every day, and it will still have something left. I was amazed by such perspicacity in one so young, and begged him to explain the paradoxes. He could not, so deep were they. This is true mysticism: to invent 
[
unclear: paradoxes] so deep than one cannot explain them.


Later: take this back; I have found that he copied them from a book.


I shall certainly observe his career with great interest.


Our present task is to reunite with the remainder of our people. Sparadrap has suggested that since this valley is moist at the bottom, perhaps if we follow it downhill a stream or river may appeal, in which case we can modify our wagons so that they will float downstream. Streams come from under the ground, he argues, then they flow along the ground, therefore to maintain the constancies they must later flow through mid-air,. running uphill then down as they do on earth. Then, on reaching earth once more they flow uphill, then down into the centre of the earth. However, this theory has some opposition among learned people, such as Cantilever and Gerontophilia. The latter is of the opinion streams do not come out of the ground, but are the result of the rotting of fallen leaves; if they sometime come from springs, these springs are only as deep as the roots of the nearest tree; streams flow along the surface of the earth (which may or may not run downhill) to finally enter the abys and plunge far down into the earth, to the mirror-world, Arguments have been resolved: we shall continue down this valley; if there is a stream, we shall follow it as long as it runs eastward. But first we have a reindeer-rhino to bury.


I do not know which is the worse, to make one's way along a valley, continually pushing aside trees, rocks, and other grownths 

 
[
unclear: to] travel along a ridge, plunging up and down hill in a 
[
unclear: y] fashion. Our present mode of travel is a compromise; 
[
unclear: are] moving at an alarming angle; my right side is far above 
[
unclear: left], and I am forced to hold on by my tail. This forces me write with my foot, which explains the badly formed signs 
[
unclear: his] page.



[
unclear: axtehude] makes continual trips on the bird, looking for signs 
[
unclear: the] majority of our people. He has been away days at 
[
unclear: a] and so far found nothing. In fact, he almost lost this group 
[
unclear: last] time he went out; therefore he will go less often 
[
unclear: now], when he does we shall all slop and wait for him. Now we 
[
unclear: crossing] the bottom of the valley, at a spot where there is 
[
unclear: much] in the way. Today we shall travel with our left sides 
[
unclear: are] our right, in order to maintain our psychic balance.



[
unclear: 646], We have found a stream! It is unfrozen, and flowing 
[
unclear: all]; we have turned a corner in the valley and seen that 
[
unclear: are] almost at the end; the valley does not continue beyond 
[
unclear: her] day's journey. We shall have to climb the fearfully 
[
unclear: to] hill at the end of the valley. The most sharp-sighted of us, 
[
unclear: ghing] Gas, can see trees at the top of the distant mountain. encouraging sign that we are coming to a more temperate ate. We are now travelling Northeast.



[
unclear: We] are on our way up the mountain; the rock is sleep and 
[
unclear: very], and the animals are all but exhausted, though we are 
[
unclear: half] way up. We have paused to let the animals rest, and 
[
unclear: looking] back over the valley. The stream has gone; it disared into the ground at the bottom of the mountain. 
[
unclear: Spara's] theory has been discredited thoroughly; because of this he has lost a good deal of reputation among some of us, particularly among Cantilever and Gerontophilia. In the distance there are white mountains; perhaps that is where we came from. Already we have been travelling more than a year. I wonder whether the rest of our people have arrived already at the homeland, where they are now basking in the warmth of the sun that shines all day and all night. Or perhaps not all night; it would be difficult to sleep. But why should sleep be necessary, in such a salubrious clime? Sleep is good, because it produces dreams. But dreams are unnecessary, in such a salubrious clime; life must be like a welcome dream. There are plants that grow food, the old chronicles imply; it is only necessary to pick the food from the plant. How welcome this will be after our continual diet of licorice! We have enough licorice with us to keep us fed for years. Perhaps it will be a rarity in our new homeland, and we could then sell it at a high price. But money would not be necessary there.


We have camped almost at the top of the slippery mountain. It was getting very windy, so we have retreated a little to this sheltered spot in a small dip. Tomorrow we shall cross over the top and look below. From here I can see trees on the top. They are much bent fom the wind, but there is enough warmth here to enable them to survive. There is not even snow here. Where we have come from, it will now be mid-winter. Ugh! Perhaps what is over the mountain is the valley of Foreboding. The old chronicles describe it as surrounded by slippery hills, and populated by an angry, pale, very tall, tailless people. If so, perhaps we should skirt the valley rather than cross it.
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Encounter




A sand heap



transformed

 

into a man

 

Informed me

 

death



was yesterday

 

And I

 

deferred

 

my question.


Anna Thema
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[Correction]





Correction: Two paragraphs were transposed in "Poem", by P. J. McGrath, in the first issue of Salient this year. The paragraph beginning "Her parents had, yes that's right separated ..." should have come after the paragraph beginning "At last she was was alone...."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 4. March 26 1968

[Drawing of a woman]






[image: Drawing of a woman]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 4. March 26 1968

Films — Snakes and Sex







Films


Snakes and Sex




[image: Mireille Darc, who recently won the Best Actress Award at the Mar Del Plata Festival, in a scene from "Galia" shortly to be screened at the Lido.]
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The last fortnight has seen the arrival of a film of unusual interest. 
Summer Fires although it is not entirely successful, is sufficiently absorbing and off-beat to merit some attention.


Tony Richardson's 
Summer Fires, from a screenplay by Jean Genet, has received more than its share of crass abuse. Reviewing this account of the relationship between a woodcutter of husky proportions and a 'psychopathic virgin', one critic wrote: "Manou meets her, his powersaw slung over one shoulder: a blatant sex symbol, and one that troubles slightly because it's so blatant."


Now this is a bit hard to take. Manou is a woodcutter; he works with a power-saw; whenever going to and from work he carries the saw over his shoulder. Ergo, when he meets the woman on his way from work, he is carrying the saw. Why postulate a sex symbol when the man is obviously sexy enough anyway?


The review goes on: "Then, round his waist he has a snake, offering to Mademoiselle to fondle: one almost cries inwardly at the unnecessary flaw in the subtle surface of symbolism." Where is the subtle symbolism that is flawed? Presumably snakes are common in these forests, and presumably Manou is enough of a sensualist to enjoy one crawling round his gut. When a slag like this meets a Jeanne Moreau on a country road, what better way to tantalise the senses than to offer a smooth, sliding snake for caressing, and at the same time engineering the 'accidental' contact of human flesh? The snake is not a blatant symbol at all, it's a blatant come-on.


The attitude of this reviewer stems from his opening comment: "The trouble with 
Mademoiselle (the French title) is that it sets itself too high a standard." Well, the trouble with critics like this is that they think anything authored by Genet and Richardson must be "high" in some way or other. Having postulated the edifice they can then knock it down. Yet these same critics will lavish praise on kitchen sink trifles like 
A Taste of Honey, The Entertainer or The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner, all of which are lesser works than 
Summer Fires, Richardson's best film to date.


Genet's contributions are obvious, in the subject itself, a pattern of sexual obsession, and, in the various trimmings of cruelty, animalism, 'perversion', eroticism, and so on. Perhaps I was unjust in describing the film as "not entirely successful", but the extended love-play between Moreau and Ettore Manni bothers me.


The observation there is too intimate to be wholly erotic, and, unlike in 
The Loved One, too involved and 'sincere' to be voyeuristic. But it seems to me that the wood-cutter's role changes from being a naturalistic character, to some kind of artificial proponent in a complex sexual-psychological scheme being worked out in Genet's mind.


The wood-cutter's behaviour in these scenes, that is his acceptance of and participation in Moreau's prolonged advance-retreat mating game, seems to be inconsistent with the character that we know from what has gone before. This disquiet, however, is a purely personal reaction, and probably misses whatever it was Genet and Richardson had in mind.


Richardson's direction is unusual, in that 
Summer Fires is one of the very few films of the last fifty years in which there is no camera movement whatsoever. Contrary to my expectations (I find camera movements intrinsically exciting), this method seems to work.


I suspect, though, that Richardson's static compositions might easily have become boring without the help of David Watkin's incredibly beautiful black and white photography. The play of light and dark and the shading of tones creates an almost hypnotic visual surface.


Finally, part of the considerable interest of 
Summer Fires is provided by Manni, giving a lusty performance as the wood-cutter, and by an excellent juvenile actor, Kevin Skinner, who plays his son.




— Rex Benson.
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Concerts


Divine torture




[image: Well-Known soloist Janet Baker who is coming to New Zealand for a series of recitals and concerts with the NZBC Symphony Orchestra.]


Well-Known soloist Janet Baker who is coming to New Zealand for a series of recitals and concerts with the NZBC Symphony Orchestra.





Once upon a time when a lot of this goodly air was wasted, there came a young organist, born in Wanganui, buck from success overseas to give two recitals in Wellington.


They will not be forgotten easily.


At St. Paul's Cathedral recently, Gillian Weir seemed to break all aural limits with a performance of two movements from 
Olivier Messiaen's La Nativite due Seigneur.


The complexities of the pieces were evident, with their occidental sockdologies, reckless rhythms and sensual beauty. It was like undergoing to most divine torture, leaving you restless and silent as it all suddenly stopped.


As Messiaen is often referred to as "that bird man". (from his 
I'Oiseau Exotiques) it was rather amusing to read the programme notes by Peter Averi. (thank you.)


However, Miss Weir could only be seen in one of the, concerts. Because of the structure of the church, and the hidden balcony of the organist's cove, many people must have thought it strange to stare into plastered space. Fortunately the 
No Clapping notification was regarded with a somnambulant ease.


Miss Weir played 
Bach's Chorale Partita: Sei Segrusset. Unfortunately some of the organ tones were anything but clear, and indeed one variation sounded as if it had a helicopter obbligato.


There were three pieces for an 
Organ in a Clock by Haydn. However, Miss Weir over came these tongue in pipe popsicles by playing the organ arrangement. A strident first movement from the 
6th Symphony by Widor sounded suspiciously like Nina Rota's score for Visconti's 
The Leopard, with a bit of Saint-Saens 3rd thrown in. But then Widor was born in 1845.


There was the 
Hindemith First Sonata (1937). A very romantic work, with some beautiful slow passages, and especially the ewig finale.


In the town half, Miss Weir played in full view of the audience, accompanied by the Alex Lindsay Strings, in their first concert of the year.


The concert consisted mostly of English composers. The highlight being the 
Poulenc Organ Concerto (1938), a bold beautiful and romantic work, with the true string slush that Poulenc Havel-led in. It was an incredible sound for such a small orchestra, and Dobbs Franks conducting, the most pleasurable to watch.


After the delightful 
Handel Organ Concerto No. 5, I heard a woman during interval telling her mingy clique of "the remarkable sonorities". There was some decrepit Mozart thing, lasting a mere five minutes. Then it was repeated under a different name.


Two Serendaes for strings; youthful, traditionally British, diddle-dee.


One by Lennox Berkeley, that was too long in the short movements (and vice versa), but had a lovely sustained final lento. The other 
Elgars Serenade in E Minor.


Here Dobbs Franks proved what an incredible hold he has over his band of fiddlers. Never since Barbirolli's recording of this work, have I ever heard such beautiful playing. The Larghetto became almost unbearable.


We must thank Gillian Weir for two evenings of superb noise, and the Lindsay strings For helping her. Would it be too much to think that more undiscovered N.Z. talent will be arriving from abroad soon? Or is it better that it stays, lives and dies here?




— M. J. Heath.
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Swinging folk



The whole gamut of folk songs from traditional Negro blues to Irish rebel songs were presented at VUW's Memorial Theatre last Thursday.



Students heard one of the largest and best gatherings of folk singers to be seen for some time.


Professionals Val Murphy, Max Winnie and Arthur Toms gave their usual best.


Varsity groups, including Craig and Louise, Peter and Stuart, and a local jug band showed much promise and were greatly appreciated.
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Concerts


Electronic


A Benefit Concert for the Vietnam fund was held in the University's Music Room last week. The programme was a blend of poetry and electronic music—the effect was both startling and explicit.


Of the two recordings the one most directly concerned with the Vietnam theme was simply called 
Poem in the Time of War. It was sung (as in the traditional manner) by Vietnamese student Miss Dung against an electronic-setting by Douglas Lilburn.


The composer has described it as "an abstract piece" stark musical effects were more graphic than written or but the effect of Miss Dung's plaintive voice and the spoken English. This piece depicted the futility of war and its meaningless destruction of the civilian and was set in contrast to 
Death of a Bullfighter.


The electronic music for the latter was composed by Spanish Roberto Gerhard, around a poem by Garcia Lorca. The aim of both men was to describe the brilliance of lgnacio the famed bull-fighter.


The music and words expressed grief and the violence of his death but there was also an element of pride and splendour that was completely absent from the empty death of the Vietnamese civilian as protrayed in 
Poem in the Time of War.


The concert was sponsored by the Music Society. The funds will go via Red Cross to civilians suffering in Vietnam. Students have already been working for some time in support of the project.




— Jill Mackie.
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Books


Calder's back



The John Calder-Marion Boyars partnership was prosecuted late last year for publishing Hubert Selby Jnr's 
Last Exit to Brooklyn.


The decision was welcomed in some circles as a step towards elimination of the more pernicious aspects of censorship—police raids and expensive legal proceedings to clear a book under the Obscene Publications Act.


However, it was still a gamble for no one could predict what a jury (all male in this case) would find about a book which examined in great detail life in a New York slum area.


Doubts were expressed as to the wisdom of allowing a jury of "right-thinking men" decide the indecency or otherwise of a book in a law court.


These doubts were not allayed when the book was found obscene and the publisher fined and ordered to pay costs.


Calder and Boyars' gamble did not pay off. As Calder himself wrote, the case was one which many publishers had waited for before proceeding with publication of other books which may be regarded as being on the fringe.


There is no doubt the Court's decision has set the anti-censorship cause back several years.


As was noted in 
Salient last year, Selby's novel was available in New Zealand for some time before it was brought to the censor's notice. It was promptly banned here shortly after legal proceedings got under way in England.


Despite their set-back Calder and Boyars will continue to publish high-quality fiction and non-fiction. Recently they issued their first complete catalogue of books in print till the end of 1968.


New Zealand booksellers, especially those supplied by Cordon and Gotch, are notorious for their lack of appreciation of what books arc all about.


Fortunately, however, there arc some independents who rise above the rut—but even among their shelves very few Calder and Boyars books are to be found.


The reason for this, I was told by one bookseller, was limited awareness of the Calder catalogue and a certain amount of trepidation about possible police seizure.


One Wellington bookshop, Unity Books, is about to remedy the situation by attempting to stock a relatively comprehensive selection.


The success of the experiment will depend on the interest of students.


The foremost feature of the catalogue is the quality and quantity of translations from European languages including writers such as Ivo Andric (Yugoslavia Nobel Prizewinner), Fernando Arrabal, Tibor Dery, Marguerite Duras, Wittold Gombrowicz, Ionesco, Monique Lange, Andre Pieyre de Mandiargues (whose extremely erotic works have appeared in 
Evergreen Review—his 
Girl on a Motorcycle has recently been filmed), Robert Pinget, Alain Robbe-Grillet, Nathalie Sarraute, and Peter Weiss 
(Marat/Sade).


The catalogue also contains titles by important English-speaking writers Beckett, Burroughs, Robert Creeley, David Mercer, and Gil Orlovitz 
(Milkbottle H) plus several newer writers who have graduated from the 
New Writers series (a series which has probably done more than most to introduce new and experimental writing).


Those who enjoyed John Antrobus' 
You'll Come to Love Your Sperm Test at Downstage recently will appreciate New Writers No. 4 which is solely devoted to experimental drama.


Indeed, drama is one of the distinct features of the Calder list and is rivalled only by Faber although the latter relies more on established dramatists.


Cinephiles will find film scripts by Bergman, Duras, and Robbe-Grillet while music lovers will find the most complete selection of books on serious music.


Notable new titles include critical books by John Cage, Darius Milhaud, Ernst Krenek, and Ernest Newman plus profiles of great composers by leading European writers. Modern composers such as Schoenberg and Janacek are also included.


Many of these books are available in paperback—although not as cheap as the average Penguin or Panther.




— Nevil Gibson.
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Food


Pan - frying


By Pierre Langouste



Two popular ways of cooking steak in this country are to fry it slowly in dripping till it is as tough as old boots, or to cook on a lightly greased pan till it is done to a cinder.


Restaurants and grill rooms usually use the latter method but refine it by having a huge hot-plate instead of a number of small frying pans. The only virtue of it is that it prevents a cost-minded cook from using the same fat over and over again, as would probably happen if the steak were pan-fried.


Pan-frying in the French manner is by far the best method, for mutton chops and hamburgers, as well as steak.


The first essential is fresh, clean, cooking fat. (Stale fat is horrible; a friend of mine who used to say that no one could ruin a schnitzel has changed his mind after being served one cooked in stale fat.) The fat should be able to be heated to a high temperature without burning. This rules out dripping containing particles of gravy, as these burn easily. It should also have a non-objectionable flavour. Clarified butter is best on both counts.


To make it, melt some butter and bring it to the boil. Skim the froth off the surface till you can see the bottom of the pot clearly. Then decant the butter off the milk solids at the bottom, prefarably through gauze. You now have clarified butter, at about half the cost of the retail product, which may be stale anyway. You can heat it to 400°F without burning it.


Cooking the steak: Cut it thick, at least one inch, preferably nearer two. Heat ½ inch or more of clarified butter in a heavy-bottomed frying pan over your fiercest burner. When the butter is really hot it loses its yellow colour, but put the meat in before it reaches this stage. Cook equally on each side until done—this can be decided by cutting into the meat and having a look. My own opinion is that it is best eaten medium-rare.


This state is reached when the centre is still red, the juices have started and the jelliness of raw meat has gone.


Once it is cooked, don't keep it waiting, but salt it and eat it. If you can't do this, cover it with a damp cloth and put in a moderately hot oven (400° or gas 6) until you are ready for it. But it will go on cooking if you do, so the initial cooking should have been less than usual.


Cooking in butter may seem expensive, but it is faise economy to cook the most expensive cuts of beef in anything less worthy.


When cooking vegetables use really fresh vegetables— choose what is in season and ignore deep frozen vegetables.


Secondly cut them into regularly sized pieces—this will ensure all your vegetables cook at the same rate,


Thirdly take a large saucepan, fill it with water, add lots of salt, and place over your hottest burner. When it is boiling furiously toss in your vegetable.


Keep the water boiling while cooking for even distribution of temperature. The vegetable is done when it is tender to pierce with a knife but still crisp. Over-cooking vegetables is a crime.
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Sludge


On Gold Fever



A treatise on gold-fever by Professor Sludge (Professor of Speculation at Fort Knox College, Dunedin).



It all started some fifteen days ago when Mr. George Brown (one of the British Foreign Secretaries) staggered into the Prime Minister's study. This in itself was nothing exceptional except that on the occasion in question Mr. Brown barely had time to put his arm around his superior and giggle "Give us a kiss Goldilocks . . . ." before he crashed to the floor in a heap foaming at the mouth.



Noticing the ghastly golden hue of the stricken Minister's face (both of it) the PM nervously clambered into a pair of fumigated boots and stumbled in the direction of his private secretary Mavis Lust. She slipped into a filing cabinet just in time to prevent herself from entanglement with Harold's hot-line leaving him to put himself through to the Ministry Vet.



By this time the Prime Minister's speech had become decidely incoherent and he could only manage to gasp into the mouthpiece "George . . . . 
gold fever. . . "



Within minutes the Ministry Vet was surveying the tragic scene. His first act was to declare the Foreign Secretary "an infected area" whereupon the Army were called in to tow him away. A barrier of disinfected pound notes was then hastily spread around the Bank of England and the Stock Exchange was flushed out with millions of gallons of the Tide of History.



At this point it would be as well to remember that this sort of thing had indeed happened before whilst methods used to prevent it had always failed ignominiously. However Harold's motto has always been "If at first a policy proves disastrous, try it again". The only way to wipe out gold-fever is to wipe out gold leaving the country in a state of healthy bankruptcy.



So as he goose-stepped across his desk, now wearing fumigated jack boots, Harold promulgated the following decree:



Be it noted that from this day forward a bunch of frightened clapped-out tenth-rate intellectuals (to wit Her Majesty's Government) do Hereby decree that the substance commonly known as gold or in Treasury circles as "Chancellor's Heartbreak" be exterminated from the realm forthwith




God Save Our Majority! Harold the Absurd"



Meanwhile the outside World waited with hated breath for the outcome. Still the highly complicated machine of World finance ground onwards. (This system consists of spending twenty million dollars a day in hewing gold from out of a large hole in South Africa and immediately sticking it back into an even larger hole in Kentucky).



Then came the breakthrough. It was suddenly realised that the Foreign Secretary had in fact contracted a mild form of aural gold-fever caused by listening in to too many Swiss keyholes, a malady that has since struck several government officials from the Prime Minister upwards. It is now certain that the British pound will not be devalued again until next Thursday at the earliest.
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Messiah releases


— Don Hewitson



December 1967 produced more than the usual number of Messiah releases HMV re-released a vintage Sir Malcolm sargant/Huddersfield Choral Society version on the Concert classics label but a very dated recording and a poor surface detracts from the initial advantage of the set being on a bargain-price label.


Rival companies issued new complete recordings. The Charles Mackerras HMV Angel One is by far the best. It eclipses any other previous recordings.


The conductor has used Basil Lam's edition—the Victorian conventions have been ignored; instead of a huge orchestra and a 100 voice choir the editor has reverted to a scon similar to that in Handel's time—


"Basil Lam has worked from the autograph of the score, adding ornaments to orchestral and vocal parts in the Handelian style, to produce a performing edition."


The choir consists of 10 sopranos. 10 altos (male and Female), 8 tenors and 10" basses. The orchestra at its largest is eight first and seven second violins, four violas, lour 'cellos, three basses, six oboes, four bassons, and two trumpets, timpani and harpsichord and organ continuo.


It is refreshing	 to hear such a beautifully sung "18th century" version The soloists are all outstanding. Elizabeth Harwood and Janet Baker are both very light, rather different from the usual Handelian sopranos and contraltos. Miss Baker's duet with counter-tenor Paul Esswood ("How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth glad tidings") is one of the highlights of the set.


The choir is all that is to be expected from the Ambrosian singers, surely one of the finest English choral groups. Mackcerras has ensured authenticity by using male altos. The English Chamber Orchestra is very good—a special word of praise for trumpet soloist Phillip Jones. His work on "The Trumpet Shall Sound" is the best I have heard— exquisite baroque phrasing and a Rood clear tone.


The stereo recording is clean and well balanced. Highly recommended; it doesn't have to be Christmas to buy this superb set.


The thought of Stokowski conducting Handel, in phase Four Stereo seems rather gauche after this delicate, restrained version, and indeed it is. 
Selections from the Messiah (Decca PFSM 34113) is terrible. The conductor should stick to the "1812" and Von Suppe as he is completely out of his depth with Handel.


This is the grand' style performance—huge orchestra and chorus, in fact at times it sounds like a movie score for the latest 70 mm Biblical epicl


The soloists are not effective and Stokowski has not kept a strict control over the London Symphony Chorus. Some of the soprano's higher register work is incredibly out of tune. I don't really think it's any use saying anything else—except that the recording is mushy and nowhere near as good as the HMV set.






Getz and Fiedler experiment


— Helene Wong


Tanglewood, summer "camp" for the Boston Symphony Orchestra, was the venue last year for a concert recorded "live" on the RCA Victor release "Stan Getz and Arthur Fiedler at Tanglewood" (Stereo LSC 2925).


It is a fascinating performance experimenting with new modes of expression for the dominant combination of tenor sax and strings, particularly in the 15 minute "Tanglewood Concerto". Conductor Fiedler attempts to maintain a delicate balance between the moods of Getz's sax and the sympathetic weavings of the orchestra, and on some of the arrangements enlists the aid of Gary Burton on vibes, Jim Hall on guitar, Steve Swallow (bass), and Roy Haynes (drums), to boost the jazz tone.


Despite the virtuosity of the orchestra, however, it is the sax which leaves the final impression—the ecstatic heights and depths of its range, and the subtle flute-like notes contrasting with strong, confident summon calls.


Of course, no Stan Getz performance is complete without a nod to 'The Girl from Ipanema"; in fact, the opening track is an upswept, up-tempo version of this. Despite its scintillating hypertension, however, I still prefer the original, with its wistful tones and slower, smoother pace.


On the whole, the record is a fine example of what can be achieved when two apparent diverse musical styles collaborate to create something new, particularly with such masters as Fiedler and Getz doing the creating.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 4. March 26 1968

Messiah releases




Messiah releases


— Don Hewitson



December 1967 produced more than the usual number of Messiah releases HMV re-released a vintage Sir Malcolm sargant/Huddersfield Choral Society version on the Concert classics label but a very dated recording and a poor surface detracts from the initial advantage of the set being on a bargain-price label.


Rival companies issued new complete recordings. The Charles Mackerras HMV Angel One is by far the best. It eclipses any other previous recordings.


The conductor has used Basil Lam's edition—the Victorian conventions have been ignored; instead of a huge orchestra and a 100 voice choir the editor has reverted to a scon similar to that in Handel's time—


"Basil Lam has worked from the autograph of the score, adding ornaments to orchestral and vocal parts in the Handelian style, to produce a performing edition."


The choir consists of 10 sopranos. 10 altos (male and Female), 8 tenors and 10" basses. The orchestra at its largest is eight first and seven second violins, four violas, lour 'cellos, three basses, six oboes, four bassons, and two trumpets, timpani and harpsichord and organ continuo.


It is refreshing	 to hear such a beautifully sung "18th century" version The soloists are all outstanding. Elizabeth Harwood and Janet Baker are both very light, rather different from the usual Handelian sopranos and contraltos. Miss Baker's duet with counter-tenor Paul Esswood ("How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth glad tidings") is one of the highlights of the set.


The choir is all that is to be expected from the Ambrosian singers, surely one of the finest English choral groups. Mackcerras has ensured authenticity by using male altos. The English Chamber Orchestra is very good—a special word of praise for trumpet soloist Phillip Jones. His work on "The Trumpet Shall Sound" is the best I have heard— exquisite baroque phrasing and a Rood clear tone.


The stereo recording is clean and well balanced. Highly recommended; it doesn't have to be Christmas to buy this superb set.


The thought of Stokowski conducting Handel, in phase Four Stereo seems rather gauche after this delicate, restrained version, and indeed it is. 
Selections from the Messiah (Decca PFSM 34113) is terrible. The conductor should stick to the "1812" and Von Suppe as he is completely out of his depth with Handel.


This is the grand' style performance—huge orchestra and chorus, in fact at times it sounds like a movie score for the latest 70 mm Biblical epicl


The soloists are not effective and Stokowski has not kept a strict control over the London Symphony Chorus. Some of the soprano's higher register work is incredibly out of tune. I don't really think it's any use saying anything else—except that the recording is mushy and nowhere near as good as the HMV set.
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Getz and Fiedler experiment


— Helene Wong


Tanglewood, summer "camp" for the Boston Symphony Orchestra, was the venue last year for a concert recorded "live" on the RCA Victor release "Stan Getz and Arthur Fiedler at Tanglewood" (Stereo LSC 2925).


It is a fascinating performance experimenting with new modes of expression for the dominant combination of tenor sax and strings, particularly in the 15 minute "Tanglewood Concerto". Conductor Fiedler attempts to maintain a delicate balance between the moods of Getz's sax and the sympathetic weavings of the orchestra, and on some of the arrangements enlists the aid of Gary Burton on vibes, Jim Hall on guitar, Steve Swallow (bass), and Roy Haynes (drums), to boost the jazz tone.


Despite the virtuosity of the orchestra, however, it is the sax which leaves the final impression—the ecstatic heights and depths of its range, and the subtle flute-like notes contrasting with strong, confident summon calls.


Of course, no Stan Getz performance is complete without a nod to 'The Girl from Ipanema"; in fact, the opening track is an upswept, up-tempo version of this. Despite its scintillating hypertension, however, I still prefer the original, with its wistful tones and slower, smoother pace.


On the whole, the record is a fine example of what can be achieved when two apparent diverse musical styles collaborate to create something new, particularly with such masters as Fiedler and Getz doing the creating.
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Letters to the editor



Sir— I have become blase with regard to official envelopes. When a large, official looking envelope arrived by mail I was merely interested in a mild sort of way.


A glance at the contents evoked a gleam of admiration for the speedy efficiency of the hospital staff; summoning me lor surgery on an altered date.


Being moderately efficient myself, I decided that there is no better time than now. I proceeded to fill in the required data.


Having established that my name and address had been correctly inscribed, that I had been horn in Wellington. New zealand, and no other country. that I had lived here all my life, that I was prepared to accept bed number—seven digits-1 progressed to the crux of the matter.


For in the next box I had to decide, not whether I am red, yellow, black, brown or coffee coloured; not whether I am a New Zealand born Indian, Asian, Negro, Scot, Irish, Russian, European or any other nationality. No. Sir! What I had to state was whether I am Maori or non-Maori.


I was sorely tempted to ignore the box; to plead momentary mental abberation at a later date.


I was actually ready to bare fangs at the mere suggestion of a Maori whose race would submit to such derogatory discrimination.


Then I woke up! The penny dropped! I had hit the jackpot.


I realise, sir. that with the first shouted Oue! from the lookout of that first Maori canoe, the Maori established his supremacy as the emigrant of the era.


But I submit, sir, that when Maui fished up the North Island from it's resting place on the ocean bed, he did not so establish his racial superiority.


I reiterate, sir, that it is we who have given much to the Maori, who has deliberately dropped his native culture to join the retrace-sorry sir to gain the benefits which we have so generously bestowed upon him in our way of life.


Why then should the Maori be transported to the status of V.I.P., all other being reduced to the level of" a 'Non'.


Sir. I object to the status of a 'Non' I raise my voice in vigorous, persistent resolution against this degrading appelation.


There are other spheres—namely courts of law—where such a stigma is relentlessly applied.


I view with strong disfavour such blatant discrimination.


Epilogue:


Dressed in my highranking cloak of Huia feathers I stride proudly into the operating theatre.


Grandly sweeping my cloak aside I climb on to the inadequate table. Beside me stands a 'Non'. poised, knife in hand.


Indicating the site I graciously permit his procedure with the bloody deed. Not too little. Not too much. But just enough. You may begin, Non. You are a no-thing. Non-sense. Nondescript—non-entity—non-n-n.




Yours etc.,


Norine Standish.
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— Vic's hockey club is about to start the season's activities and looking around for new members. Possibilities for inclusion in the Tournament team are good for those who show ability.
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More teams wanted



Welfare Officer Alan Laidler is satisfied with the number of students taking part in Intramural Sports competitions, but says there is still room for more teams—especially in table tennis.


Competitions got off to a fine start last week and are proving worthwhile. They are being run in leagues—16 teams in the badminton league, 10 in indoor soccer, 12 in basketball, four in volleyball, and two in table tennis.


Attendance at the first physical fitness training session was poor.


"Only two students turned up," said Mr. Laidler.
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Ski Club A.G.M.


The approval of the Ski Clubs Council was announced at their annual general meeting on Thursday evening.


The Council is to work as an advisory body. It will provide special services to the club and act as a liaison between university staff members and the club.


President, Mike Corkin; Secretary, Gay Blythe; and Treasurer, Ivon Hooker, were all re-elected unopposed.


Nine committee members were also elected, and also an auditor.


Doctor I. C. Fleming was elected parton of the club. Vic Patrons also elected were Prof. Clark, Prof. Castle, Peter Ritchie, Tony Lusche, Roy Turner and Bob Young.


Tony Lusche was made a life member of the club.
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[image: — Interest in water polo has increased at Vic during the past year—so much so that recently women's teams have been added to the local competition and won every game played. Tournament teams this year are expected to be of a high standard—practices have already begun for prospective players.]
— Interest in water polo has increased at Vic during the past year—so much so that recently women's teams have been added to the local competition and won every game played. Tournament teams this year are expected to be of a high standard—practices have already begun for prospective players.
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James Soteros



New Hairdressing Salon


•



47 
Farish Street and 23 
Manners Street


For All Student Styles




Suit Hire




Ralph Wilkins



Corner Manners and Farish Streets




Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free delivery—Cellars located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Dentice Dry Cleaning




Telephone 81-105



•




The Students' Dry Cleaner


•




Free Pick-Up And Delivery



48-
Hour Service



F. C. 
Wood Ltd.


Jewellers


122 Willis Street


(Opp. Hotel St. George)



Diamond Rings - Watches Souvenirs, etc.




Bill's Mart



129 
Vivian Street


(10 minutes walk from varsity)



• For all used Furniture (desks, chairs, beds, etc.)



Remember. . .




Bill's Mart



Telephone 52-818 (Bus.) 82-961 (Private)




Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)



Half-way along Willis St.


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.




Daysh Renouf & 
Co



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169
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Newsheet — : Week Starting Tuesday March 26




Tuesday 26


1 p.m. 
Forum. On 
Sub lawn if fine, in Common Common Room if wet.


1.30-5 30 p.m. Executive Room. Education Committee Meeting.


5-7 p.m. Committee Room 1. House Committee Meeting.


7.30 p.m. Women's Common Room. Tramping Club AGM. Come and meet members and let your trip interests be known. Supper.


7.30 p.m. Common Common Room. National Club AGM Annual Report, election of officers, consideration of remits. Address by Dr. G. W R. Palmer, Pol. Sci. Dept "Life in an American University".


8.00 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Final performance of "Fmgs Ain't Wot They Used to be"—Ngaio Revue Club musical.


8.00 p.m. Conference Room, Easterfield. Linguistic Society, Wellington Branch. Mr. H. V. George, Director of English Language Institute, will speak on the topic "How We Read". Supper






Wednesday 27


8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. The NCC Chaplain will celebrate Holy communion.


12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin Prayers.


1.10-2 p.m. St. John's Church, Willis Street. VUW Music Soc". Organ Recital. Works by Smally, Bach, Walter.


6-8 p.m. Publications Committee. Executive Room.


7.00 p.m. Men's common Room. Drama Club AGM followed by Wine and Cheese Evening.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Film Society. Screening Billy Wilder's "One Two. Three" starring James Cagney and Pamela Tiffin.


7.45 p.m. 34 Kelburn Parade. VUW Philosophical Society. AGM followed by "Paradox Lost and Paradigms regained" Speaker: C. J. F. Parkin.






Thursday 28


12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers.


1.10 p.m. Music Room, Hunter Building. Weekly recital VUW Music Dept Music by Bach, performed by Margaret Neilsen, Gerald Christeller, Ruth Pearl, Frederick Page.


8.00 p.m. Memorial Theatre. The Musical Players present "Little Mary Sunshine".






Friday 29


12.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Film Society screening— Jerry Lewis as "The Ladies' Man".


12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers.


7.30p.m. Memorial Theatre. Debating Society. A male panel will seek to convince a female panel that "All female students should be excluded from Victoria University". Supper.






Saturday 30


2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Matinee performance of "Little Mary Sunshine".


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Final performance of "Little Mary Sunshine".






Monday 1


8 p.m. New Lecture Theatre. (L.B.I.). Address by Thai Foreign Minister, Mr. Thanat Khoman. International Club.


The mobile X-ray unit will be at the University in late April.






Coming events


 
Commerce and Adminislration Faculty Club Ball on Saturday 20th April. Student Union Dining Room. Tickets $8.00 double, limited quantity, are available at Students' Association Office, or from Paul Griffen. Accountancy Department.



S.C.M. 
Second Hand Bookstall cheques can still be collected, but must be collected by Friday 29 March from the SCM Cabin between 1.15 and 2 p.m. daily.
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12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin Prayers.


1.10-2 p.m. St. John's Church, Willis Street. VUW Music Soc". Organ Recital. Works by Smally, Bach, Walter.


6-8 p.m. Publications Committee. Executive Room.
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12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers.


1.10 p.m. Music Room, Hunter Building. Weekly recital VUW Music Dept Music by Bach, performed by Margaret Neilsen, Gerald Christeller, Ruth Pearl, Frederick Page.


8.00 p.m. Memorial Theatre. The Musical Players present "Little Mary Sunshine".
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12.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Film Society screening— Jerry Lewis as "The Ladies' Man".


12.55 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers.
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2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Matinee performance of "Little Mary Sunshine".


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Final performance of "Little Mary Sunshine".
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8 p.m. New Lecture Theatre. (L.B.I.). Address by Thai Foreign Minister, Mr. Thanat Khoman. International Club.


The mobile X-ray unit will be at the University in late April.
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Commerce and Adminislration Faculty Club Ball on Saturday 20th April. Student Union Dining Room. Tickets $8.00 double, limited quantity, are available at Students' Association Office, or from Paul Griffen. Accountancy Department.



S.C.M. 
Second Hand Bookstall cheques can still be collected, but must be collected by Friday 29 March from the SCM Cabin between 1.15 and 2 p.m. daily.
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Exec. members report


— Susan Kedgley





Accomodation Officer




1. 
Minimum Flatting Requirements


Are students aware that there are city council by-laws laying down minimum standards for "family units" (flats), and boarding houses These include such minimum standards as "hot running water piped to the sink and bath"; and "living room a minimum of 150 square feet. with healing facilities to be provided."


If these facilities are not provided. students can demand them from landlords without a rent increase.


If landlords are obstinate or unwilling students should contact the city council (building department) who will arrange for an inspection of the flat and take necessary action.


If students are interested in perusing the city by-laws at greater length cyclostyled summaries are available at the Students' Association Office.






2. 
Little Green Cards


It is urgently required that all students who used the Victoria accommodation service this year inform the accommodation oflicer, Mrs. Brown, of the nature, whereabouts, and desirability of the particular accomodation into which they have settled themselves.


This is not a security plot or a capping stunt, but merely to help Mrs. Brown assess student demands and needs more accurately. Return of the little green card with which students using this service were distributed with would be the most desirable method of communicating, but any other method of communication-telegram. pigeon or Christmas card—would be gratefully received.






3. 
Sub-Committees


In the view of the usual enthusiastic student response to the invitation for sub-committee membership. I cannot but conclude that the lack of executive responses to student opinion in this University is in many ways a phenomenon caused by students themselves. House committee chairwoman received one application — international affairs about half a dozen, myself only one. Are students unaware that any student can join a sub-committee and that these form "a direct channel of access to the executive itself."









International Affairs Officer


 - Gerard Guthrie


A notice appeared in the Exec. Workroom the other day: "
Salient invites you to contribute short articles ... The names of officers declining to accept this invitation may be published."


Invitation!


As President of the Atheist Society. Bill Logan should know better than anyone else that he is not God and 
Salient heaven.


This attitude, that exec, is a self-penpetuating oligarchy not interested in student opinion, is fairly common. Ironically enough it is perpetuated more by the group of a hundred or so who virtually run everything in the Association, than by the less activist elements. Even Owen Gager, who should know better than most, perpetuates this attitude.


Superficially the student body is riddled by cliques. Rather than a form of in-bred snobbery, the clique interested in Association politics, at least. included more or less everybody who is sufficiently interested in the Association to take part in its politics.


Exec, members are well aware that they have a responsibility outside this group, and certainly do not need the scarcely veiled threats of Hill Logan to use column space in 
Salient to discuss aspects of Association affairs.


Much of the problem is probably caused by the retaliation of members of such groups as the Student Action Committee on Caf Prices, who get little sympathy from E:.ec. members when they jump off with half-baked ideas.


Their knowledge of catering is even more tenuous than their figures. One of their aims is "to make Executive more responsive to student opinion"—We have to pay just as much for the muck as anybody else, but have to operate through the channels set up by the University Council and the Student Union Management Committee to deal with such matters. Members of groups more like this would achieve more if they devoted their efforts to practical organisation than to cafe boycotts destined to fail from the start.


The same applies to everyone else. Don't sit back and negatively criticize. Join the clubs and sub-committees and) do something.
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Superficially the student body is riddled by cliques. Rather than a form of in-bred snobbery, the clique interested in Association politics, at least. included more or less everybody who is sufficiently interested in the Association to take part in its politics.


Exec, members are well aware that they have a responsibility outside this group, and certainly do not need the scarcely veiled threats of Hill Logan to use column space in 
Salient to discuss aspects of Association affairs.


Much of the problem is probably caused by the retaliation of members of such groups as the Student Action Committee on Caf Prices, who get little sympathy from E:.ec. members when they jump off with half-baked ideas.


Their knowledge of catering is even more tenuous than their figures. One of their aims is "to make Executive more responsive to student opinion"—We have to pay just as much for the muck as anybody else, but have to operate through the channels set up by the University Council and the Student Union Management Committee to deal with such matters. Members of groups more like this would achieve more if they devoted their efforts to practical organisation than to cafe boycotts destined to fail from the start.


The same applies to everyone else. Don't sit back and negatively criticize. Join the clubs and sub-committees and) do something.
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Had a look at 
Salients copy before it went to press this week, and they were at it again attacking sacred cows— this time the "Peace, Power and Politics" conference speakers. Everybody I know in the Committee on Vietnam have libel lawyers briefed for when 
Salient comes out. Thing is though, all these fascists— that's what they call themselves—on 
Salients political staff haven't picked the 
real radicals at the conference.


There's Wilfred Burchett, who had several books published by Foreign Languages Publishing Hose, Moscow. Then there's Professor Emeritus Airey (
not Associate Professor—typical of these conferences to get their titles wrong) who's been printed in the New Zealand Communist Parly's house journal, And even, perhaps, Wolfie Rosenberg whose life history includes an unexplained two years in Moscow in the late thirties (the years of the purges, remember?)


They have a right to their opinions: let's have no witch-hunts. But let's be honest. And let the fascists do their home-work properly.


* * *


The Bradshaw Revolution? Don't quite know, but there's been one big change since dare-to-be-a-Daniel became acting-president while Doug White had gone all the way to America just to look after our interests. Guess? You're right. The five-minute coffee break in the middle of the exec, meetings now lasts twenty minutes.


* * *


Public Service story for the week: This time it's about another graduate who had her mail opened by her executive officer. She sent a memo upstairs, and was told that all her mail should be opened anyway, As they say in 
Focus, when you have a degree and want to make it 
work—nowhere are qualifications more fully appreciated than in the Public Service".


* * *


While everybody was getting the jitters about the last Budget, the Government was doing another of its behind-the-scenes nasties—this time an intensification of its discriminatory immigration policy. Marshall told the over-populated Cook Islands that fewer Islanders could take ship to Auckland, and the pitiful few months Fijian Indians were allowed (longer and they might contaminate our Persil white country) was abolished completely.


Now the Wanganui division of Federated Farmers (nice to be able to praise farmers—wish it happened more often) wants the Fijians hack. Nobody else, it seems, grubs tussock as well. Good for them. Wish a few other people would start demonstrating against this kind of racialism, Tom Skinner won't be one of them even, though— he's only for white workers.


* * *


Now that various exec. members of alia are on the Student Power Kick, the story comes back to me of how various outraged staff members warned an Association of University Teachers meeting last year that 1967 Education Officer Julie Rayner's curriculum investigations were leading to a situation verging on that at Berkeley. The students would have to be told they wouldn't get anywhere and Put In Their Place or there might be sleep-ins in the Library.


It may be a co-incidence, but Julie got several letters last year requesting her not to write to Heads of Departments so often— it was too much trouble for them to keep students informed about the curriculum.


* * *


Labour Club's on the ball. After Kirk's rubbishing the Monetary and Economic Council report, Labour Club's bulletin quotes three of its recommendations—all with approval.
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Smokers 'sometimes resentful'
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"People who know they cannot give up smoking are sometimes resentful and they can be very rude," the Executive Officer of the Cancer Society, Mr. Robert Potter, said last week.


An apparatus showing the amount of tar in cigarettes was on display in the Student Union Building's foyer during the week.


Only two people had been rude to him, Mr. Potter said.


"Students were showing more concern about how to give up smoking." he said.


"There is no questioning of the validity of the relationship between smoking and lung cancer.


"But by the time people become concerned about this relationship they have already become addicted.


"There's only one way to give up. and that is to want to," he said.


"People who smoke say it helps their nerves. But it's actually non-smokers who have the best nerves.


"And if you give up the self-confidence is most satisfying."


"The important thing to know about cancer is that so little is known about it," he said.


The main cause of lung cancer is pretty certain, but we aren't very sure about other types of cancer."


Mr. Potter said that in some areas of the world cancer of the oesophagus was increasing dramatically.


In other places, including New Zealand, cancer of the stomach had almost disappeared.
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Hold-Up Over Switchboard


By G. W. Salmon


The Drama Club cannot expect to get an electronic switch-board for the University Little Theatre till extensions to the Union are completed.


This is the opinion of the Managing Secretary of the Student Union, Mr. Boyd.


Mr. Boyd said money for the switchboard was unlikely to be found in the meantime.


The bulk of the switchboard funds which the Drama Club has been trying to raise must apparently come from the Student Union Management Committee.


The electrician, Mr. W. Turner, estimated the switch-board would cost about $4000.


He said about $1200 could be raised from the sale of the present switchboard, if a customer could be found for it.


Last year Extrav, gave $200 toward the cost of a new switchboard.


The Drama Club will give the proceeds—probably about $40—of its readings this year, but it is not able to give much more because of $200 to be spent on new lights, also for the theatre.


Miss Cathy Gordon, acting president of the Drama Club, said that the change from a hand-operated to an electronic board would mean an improvement in lighting effects.


"It will also give our excellent electrician, Mr. Turner, who operates the board, an opportunity to exercise his professional skills for us to the fullest extent", she said.
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Flight for McGrath


By Tony Jaques


NZUSA President John McGrath will enjoy a complimentary flight to New Caledonia on March 31.


Air New Zealand has offered him a seat on this promotional inaugural flight largely in respect of his work with the Student Travel Bureau.


Mr. McGrath will pay his own hotel bills and stay until April 6 to further student travel possibilities there.


Speaking about his plans for the trip, Mr. McGrath said: "1 will try to organise further NZUSA work-camps and discuss with the South Pacific Commission and the New Caledonia Government the success of the last work-camp.


"I will also discuss with the commission its Regional Seminar on Youth to be held at the University of the South Pacific later in the year." he said.


Mr. McGrath said he would also be "hunting out" cheaper accommodation for future work camps and student vacationers in New Caledonia.
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Face-Lift For Lane


Cable Car Lane is have a face-lift.


The Cable Car Lane Associafion's scheme to put a roof over the lane was approved last week by the City Council.


Traffic will be excluded and a bollard will be ereted to stop vehicles entering.


The council will re-surface the lane at a cost of $350.


The association's founder, Mr. H. Douch, said the association was formed to improve the lane for both Wellington residents and visitors


"We want to beautify the lane in keeping with the vitality of the city," he said
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