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Apathy Claim


Peretz hits at running of Union


By Denis Phelps



The Student Union Management Committee has been called by one of its members "a rubber stamp for Mr. K. B. O'Brien and Mr. Ian Boyd".


O'Brien at present chairman of the committee, represents the University Council; Boyd is the Managing Secretary of the Student Union.


Paul Peretz, a student representative, said in a report to the President of the Students' Association that their dominance was: "Partly a result of apathy and respect for authority by the students on the committee and partly the result of the erosion of power to those who spend most time on Union business."


The report, published just before the first meeting of the Joint Committee on student power, described Management Committee meetings as having an "air of consensus."


Actual discussion was rare and tended more toward questions rather than argument.


The attitude seemed to be that disagreement was to be avoided at all costs.


O'Brien and Boyd, Paul continued, usually had a reserve of information which could be used to defeat alternative proposals.


"Whether they have a similar reserve of information which could be used against their proposals is a matter for conjecture."


Matters on the agenda were usually documented by Mr Boyd.


"The documentation ... leads one directly to the conclusion expressed in (Boyd's) recommendation."


More controversial matters, usually connected with the dining room, were not on the agenda.


Decisions on these matters were made by "the behind the scenes consultation for which Mr Boyd's propensity is near legendary."


The Peretz report also analyses the performance of individual student members of the committee.


Executive decisions were put forward "very tentatively" by Students' Association presidents.


But both John McGrath and Hugh Rennie were willing to question the Establishment.


Chris Robertson "has always been firmly on the side of the Establishment."


Generally, students were too timid, particularly female students.


Unless exceptionally outspoken, women should not be appointed, Paul advised.


Students formed no position on particular issues and did not support each other in committee.


A caucus of student members prior to each meeting was recommended by Paul.


It was a moot point, the report said, whether much harm had come to students because of the situation described.


But it was possible students would benefit from a shift in the balance of power to their direction.


"Then, the general feeling among students that they have no say in the running of the Union, would be lessened."


Paul therefore recommended the appointment of three extra student members to Management Committee and that a student be the next chairman.


He also urged that a student should always be a member of the SUMC's Dining Room Subcommittee. the only body with access to the books of the caterer, Mr Levenbach.


Levenbach has always objected that a student on the sub-committee might lead to the disclosure of his "competitive position."
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A petition calling for a vote of no confidence in the Public Relations Officer, Rhys Harrison, is being circulated throughout the University.


The petition was initiated by arts student Simon Arnold.


He has obtained nearly 30 signatures more than the 75 necessary for a Special General Meeting at which the motion will be discussed.
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Dangers In Making Do' Policy


By N.Z.S.P.A. Tony Jaques



"As far as our universities are concerned, we have lived, since the war, from hand to mouth, and have just made do," said Mr. K. J. Maidment, Vice-Chancellor of Auckland University, at a recent Association of University Teachers seminar.


"As we approach the 1970s, this hand-to-mouth policy is in danger of ceasing to work.


"The situation is slowly slipping out of control, and, unless some far-sighted decisions are taken rapidly, damage, which will take a generation or more to repair, must inevitably result."


Mr. Maidment claimed this stemmed from an unresolved contradiction arising from two sets of circumstances.


"On the one hand," he said, "it is axiomatic in this democratic society that everyone should enjoy an equal opportunity for educational advancement.


"On the other hand, to keep up with the times, enable the country's universities to be truly deserving of the name, enable them to offer the kind of training the modern world demands and which the world's wealthier communities find possible to provide, New Zealand is presented with an economic problem it has not faced properly and solved."


As a representative example. Maidment pointed out that Auckland University's roll would not slop at its agreed maximum of 10,000 planned for 1972.


"It will rise year by year. Unless the university is able to close its doors, conditions will rapidly revert to what they were in 1950-57, that overcrowded era of 'making-do' before any new building had begun.


"But, the difference will be that the overcrowding, the makeshifts and discontent of the 1970s will have cost the public several million dollars."


Maidment suggested two solutions: to accelerate building programmes simultaneously with an expansion of further channels of higher education, or a change in the country's attitude.


No longer should a minimum standard give an individual admission to a New Zealand university as a right, and students would have to expect less tolerance of insufficient academic progress.


The second alternative, he suggested, might prevent New Zealand confusing quality with mere quantity in terms of higher education.


"But don't think that I favour the second alternative to the exclusion of the first," he said.


"The first would mean the diversion of public monies to higher education on a scale that could not be contemplated.


"The second suggests the creation of an intellectual elite. repugnant to the egalitarian traditions of the country.


Therefore a middle course must be pursued.


"Universities' building programmes must be accelerated.


"At the same time, it is the universities' duty to stretch their resources to the limit, continuing to admit all comers even though their campuses may become overcrowded."


But Maidment pointed out, if the overcrowding of the 50s was repeated in the 70s, "the sheer numbers of those to be taught would rob our libraries of their value as places of quiet study, and turn our laboratories into factories.


"Abler staff would leave rather than become hacks, and our chances of gaining the respect of the community as a repository of talent and an inspiration to others, would disappear once more."


On the inadequacies of New Zealand's technical education facilities he said:


"Only within recent years has the vacuum between the technical colleges and universities received much notice.


"Now it has become abundantly clear that in a community, faced with the urgent task of diversifying its marketable commodities and manufacturing for export as as wide a range of products its natural forces will allow, technology is about to occupy a place of importance it has never occupied before.


"The technologist will be-come vital in our well-being."
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Hosts 'unsuitable'


By J. Lewis


Government-sponsored foreign students, living with NZ families,do not benefit fully from their sojourn here, said Joyce McLeod. Vice-President of the Asian Studies Society.


Host families do not usually have the time, ability or background knowledge to help foreign students adapt to a new environment.


They should be placed in accommodation with NZ students who share the same activities and studies, she said.
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Plans For Statue


A statue will be erected between the Easterfield and Rankine Brown buildings to commemorate the late Professor Ernest Beaglehole. head of the Psychology Department, and Professor John Beaglehole, a research fellow and Professor of History, who has retired.


Contributions of $500 from the University and $200 from the Students' Association will be made to purchase the statue.
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All this ... ...for this


Drop-outs cost Australia millions


By N.Z.S.P.A. Tony Jaques



"Australia's annual cost of training university students who fail is about $10 million. Out of a total of about 96,000 students only two-thirds graduate."


Mr D. S. Anderson of the Education Research unit Australian National University. Canberra, said that today there is a growing willingness of fund-providers to patronise such research studies.


"Behind this is the growth of universities, increasing public investment in higher education, and persistence of high failure rates," he told the recent AUT Seminar on aspects of tertiary education.


He was giving a speech on "Recent Developments in studies of University Academic Performance in Australia".


This research was classified into three categories.


The first was academic and social bookkeeping, which he suggested "should not be dignified by the term research".


This assembly uses statistics of examinations, rates of academic progress, and so on, and has an important role in providing basic information.


The second, prediction of performance approach, tries to explain future success or failure in terms of characteristics of the incoming student—IQ, school results, social class, sex, and so on.


Isolation of the important factors could help in selection of applicants and imposition of quotas. In Victoria, for instance, about 3,000 qualified applicants were not admitted to any university.


Concluding that this approach is inadequate, Mr Anderson said:


"At present, it would be desirable to halt further studies of prediction and examine more carefully what goes on inside universities."


This approach is that of interactive studies. "The theory that all the indicators of future university performance are incapsulated in the first-year student, is inadequate in accounting for what happens later" he said.


"Students meet a variety of circumstances which influence their learning."


"The outcome of this interaction is the learning behaviour which is sampled by the examination."


"Greater competition for places in Australian universities will inevitably lead to more studies of selection.


"Associated with more stringent selection, pass rates will probably increase, not only at the rate consistent with the correlation, but also because the knowledge that there has been tough selection, changes attitudes both of staff and students."


"Interactive studies will increase our understanding of the process of education.


"We will see more clearly the differences in values and orientations of staff and students and learn more of the variety of students characteristics and the way these interact with different educational settings."


"A prior step, which would contribute immeasurably to the quality of empirical evaluation of teaching, is greater clarification of criteria," he said.


"In allowing such a clarification, it may turn out that the usual criteria, examination marks, are irrelevant."


Two obstacles to greater knowledge of the educational process leading to better teaching and learning are cost and staff conservatism.


"Some staff are apathetic and a few hostile to teaching innovations," said Anderson.


"One academic has asserted, in print, that teaching has nothing to do with the academic results of students".
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The VUW Ski Club has obtained a $9000 loan-cum-grant from the Students' Association to finance its Mt. Ruapehu hut.


The club's bank overdraft up to $1500, will also be guaranteed by the Association.


Executive finally decided this on 22 April and directed a legal agreement be drawn up.


The Ski Club will use the money to complete its purchase of the Raupehu hut, till recently jointly owned and operated with the Auckland University Ski Club.


The money will also help meet large costs incurred by extending the hut and sanitation requirements of the Tongariro National Park Board.


Club treasurer Ivan Hooker told 
Salient the Auckland and Vic clubs had built a hut on Ruapehu about 1957.


Last year the Auckland club had gone ahead with a hut of their own.


It had been agreed that the Vic club should pay $3200 for Auckland's share of the existing premises.


In view of rapidly increasing usage of the hut it had been decided to enlarge and improve its amenities.


Some of the latter improvements were required by the National Park Board.


Last year the board had given the hut a lower grading because of its primitive washing and sewage disposal facilities.


Well over $1000 had been spent to install septic tanks. The hut now had three showers and three toilets.


Membership of club is over 200 and rising rapidly. Last year more than $1800 profit and been made on operations.


No difficulty was anticipated in repaying the advances from the Students' Association.
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Please confirm


Rumour hath it that a certain caterer and general exploiter of students is uncle to a couple of (prominent?) student politicians. How to succeed in business without really trying. Or how to fail in politics?






Action line


Constructive and specific suggestions about cafeteria food should be written in the Cafeteria Suggestions' book. This book is kept in the Students' Association office, and, contrarty to popular belief, all entries are acted upon.






Devious woman


Quote: "I voted for this motion because I thought that by devious methods its wording could be changed"; Women's Vice President Rosemary Booth, at Executive.






Revolutionary


It seems the grant for the Literary Society has not materialised as yet. Perhaps the "Literary Revolution" at the University may bring some sponsors.






What the ...


I wonder of Gruntfuttock Jnr, had any hand in the use of carpets during Forum in the last week of 1956. I am an old age pensioner from Biol 2, and I haven't had a say or wheel-barrow in years, let alone grapes on this vine. (Sic.)






Prol


Saith Indecent Pubs Man Stuart Perry adjudicating after Gager speech on Friday, "The man with the proletarian spiel". The applause was followed by a young cry from the one-and-nine-pennies "A good quote for 
Salient".


Quite so old man, quite so.






Secret drinker


"Student's fees should not be poured down the throats of a few'', asserts perennial knight-in-shining-armour, Gerard Guthrie. Looks at his watch— (gasp)—"Time for the Extrav cocktail party". Chortles "Free piss!", leaping the SUB stairs three at a time.
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Labourites Lash Back





Owen Gager's article, criticising Labour policy, published in last week's 
Salient has brought replies from party members stating their views.



Sir—Mr Gager's utter arrogance could only be excused if he were also ignorant.


Although he may feel superior enough to call others ignorant, some might prefer to describe Gager with a sentence of his own— "There's nobody that loves you like yourself, as they say." Or possibly "men who seek individual power with the minimum of scruple."


Let us have a look at Gager's background.


On looking at my records I was surprised to see that Gager is not only a member of the VUW Labour Club but also an executive member. At our last meeting he was too busy to attend till the very end because he was involved in the "more important" business of student power.


No doubt he either dismisses this as nonradical (why then was he so busy?) or he has conveniently forgotten that it was the Labour Club that first raised the whole issue of student power.


But then he may well reply that he should not be judged by his friends but by his actions.


He accuses the universities of "a desire to win over the unions" but says that "trade union radicalism finds no echo in the university branches."


Without any evidence he then alleges that, in fact, the universities are attempting to use the unions.


Is all this not a little strange from one so enmeshed in university affairs as the ever popular "Owie Baby"? Why doesn't Gager make his union his main sphere of activity?


But perhaps they won't let him use them. Or is it not an accident that his Trotskyist affiliation was limited to the daytime only.


Perhaps Gager would not like to be judged by his actions?


As for Gager's accusation of "alliance with the worst elements in the Labour Party", I am sure that he must favour the exclusive participation of university students in the ivory tower branches and, heaven forbid, that they should be active among the masses.


If he wishes to call my representation of the Seamen's Union at conference a "rotten borough" then he is clearly against the close co-operation of universities and unions.


As for his information that I am doing research for them on the subject of a National Shipping Line—just what does Gager want from the universities or the Labour Party?


If he cares to put his effort to documentary constructive ideas, they will be welcome. But his negative and confounded criticism is strange from one who was only two months ago, sufficiently satisfied that the party was worth representing as Gager was happy to put his name forward for the Wellington City Council on a Labour ticket.


We are prepared to be judged by our actions and so should Gager.


In summary let me say that I am sure that many people would now like some facts on what the universities did put forward and say at the Labour Party Conference.


Then Gager can be judged by his friends, actions and ommissions of facts.


Finally, if Gager is so concerned with the lack of radical ideas in the Labour Party why didn't he produce a single issue of Labour Club magazine when appointed editor?


He cannot even claim that the party has tried to silence him.


For those (unlike Gager) who like to base their opinions on some facts I have been invited by the editor of 
Salient to submit a full review of the Labour Party Conference and the universities' role at it.





Michael Hirshfield.









Mr Gager replies:



It would seem that something about my article on the Labour Party conference has upset Mr. Hirshfield.



But, as he is unable to claim that anything in my article is untrue, unfounded or incorrect, one is left wondering what exactly he objects to.



At no point in my article did I attack Hirshfield personally, so it is difficult to see why he feels it necessary to spend the bulk of his letter on personal abuse of myself.



No doubt Hirshfield has to attack me to satisfy the Labour Party's head office that he is doing his job, and personal abuse is the only kind of polemics be is capable of rising (or sinking) to.



I will not reply in kind. I will merely ask why Hirshfield bothers to write letters attacking me when he has a far better method of lining me up on his agenda—a censure motion at the next Labour Club executive meeting.



Anybody who may be contemplating joining the Labour Party should be warned that Hirshfield's actions exemplify his party's attitude to criticism—first, personal abuse and second, the witchhunt.



But, as we have noted, Hirshfield personally cannot really be blamed for all this—he knows very well he might be a target of Big Norm's bloodlust if he did not write as be did.







Wrong Side



Sir—Mr Gager on the Labour Party Conference makes me believe he is now so far to the left he is in cloud-cuckoo land on the right.


Gager has made himself the doyen of right wing political circles. He has cohabited quite happily with such denizens of the University Campus as P. J. Wedderspoon.


He graces the living room of far right wing Councillor McGrath, delighting the assembled advocates of the market economy with his criticisms of the Labour movement.


He comes back from National Club Little Congress virtually aglow with pleasure that Uncle Tom Shand had placed his big ex-workers' mit on his shoulder, in a gesture of acceptance of Owen Gager, independent critic.


Gager and Mr Logan are two excellent examples of the operation of psychopathoiogy in politics. Both believe that it is impossible for the socialist movement in this country to make any progress without it being a reaction in disguise.


That is why Gager chooses to believe the reason branches choose to be represented by students at the Labour Party Conference is they are too apathetic, rather than that they really want to be represented by articulate young people with forward-looking ideas.


If Gager had actually been at the conference and not outside the doors of the Town Hall picking up snippets of gossip, which the peculiar workings of his mind further distorted, he might have realised that branches represented by their own members, university delegates and progressive elements of the trade union movement for the first time, were able to command a majority of this conference.


The universities were playing a very significant role in shaping the policy of a major political party.


Of course, it served Logan's interest as a member of the National Party to have Gager launch a child-like attack on the leadership of the Labour Party and deliberately ignore the very significant issues raised by this Conference.


It now seems to be the policy of the Student Executive to appoint members of the National Party to editorship of 
Salient—Mr Rennie, Mr Saunders, the two immediate past editors— belong to that unholy alliance of trade and peasant.


Owen Gager is Publications' Officer on the Student Executive—funny appointment, Logan's for a "socialist?"


Gager is wedded to the politics of personalities and it is his own ego that always peeps life a half risen sun, through his writing.


Could the reason for Gager's attack on Professor Chapman be that Gager was never accepted by the Auckland academic establishment?


It was, of course, Gager who spoke against supporting a trade unionist and watersider for Eastern Maori by-election—peculiar middleclass view, that, for one who accuses Labour's youth movement of trying to perpetuate a class system.


Gager is everything that the National Party member likes to imagine a "socialist" is— a professional student who bites those in a movement with him, harder than those who prevent the achievement of ends he professes to believe.


Unlike Gager, I believe the ideals and policies of the Labour movement are far more important than its personalities.


However, I deny that I have ever claimed to be a Trotskyism but take pleasure in reaffirming my belief in anarchism.


My ideal is a society in which all forms of authoritarian control no longer exist and anarchism offers progressive alternative policies in industrial organisation and education.


Labour will begin a movement towards this type of society when it passes a remit to abolish the Security Police at its next conference.


It began this movement by implementing a policy of Trust Control at its 1968 Conference.



Murray Rowlands.







Mr Gager replies:



Like Mr Hirshfield, Murray Rowlands, the Labour Party's only anarchist, does not anywhere in his article attack any fact, sentence, idea or even piece of punctuation in my article.



He just attacks me personally. No doubt this is very satisfying as a vent for Rowlands's frustrations.



But it is no answer to anything I said. It merely shows that the truth hurts.



Does Rowlands's recent election to the Wellington LRC and his possible candidature for Wellington Central account for his ur-anarchist concern for Order, Discipline and Orthodoxy in the Labour Party?



Surely, one can hear him thinking, it is worthwhile attacking the freedom to criticise if being a good bully-boy for Kirk can make him the world's first anarchist MP.



Rowlands does not like me because I attack Labour's leadership, I dislike the Auckland academic establishment, and I believe in political impartiality in making appointments as Publications' Officer.



One can take it, conversely, that Rowlands supports the Labour leadership, (which opposed the university branches at conference), the Auckland academic establishment and political partiality—as well, of course, as being an anarchist.



Apart from stating his principles, or absence of them, on these points, Rowlands is merely inaccurate.



I have never criticised the Labour movement (why is Rowlands afraid of that word 'party'?) in McGrath's living room.



I have never shared a flat with P. J. Wedders-spoon. Mr. Shand has never put his hand on my shoulder. I was actually inside the Town Hall during the Labour Party Conference.



I did not oppose Labour's selection for Eastern Maori.



I do not expect Rowlands to apologise for his inaccuracies.



It is only too evident he prefers, like any would-be Labour candidate, fiction to fact.







Stop Progress
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Owen Gager





Sir—Mr Gager is entitled to his opinions, but he might have a little more regard for reality when he expresses them.


A political writer in a university paper is free to be lopsided in his judgment. A politcal editor, as Gager is billed, should pay more heed to balance.


He, as one member of the Labour Party, is free to be as divergent from the norm as he chooses.


Might I say as a person who chose willingly to join Labour in recent times, that I did so with the belief that I could throw my lot in with my contemporaries who were endeavouring to contribute to a stronger, better equipped Labout Party, consequently a valuable opposition and alternative Government.


It is from this point of view that I find Gager's gratuitous insults superufluous, to use an understatement.


I was sorry I missed the Labour Party Conference ( I returned from the Cook Islands for its tail end) but I gained the impression that the changes which occurred at conference show Labour is being changed by its youth, closer assessment of policy making procedures and a greater potential to fill the policy vacuum Mr Blizard alleges of Labour, and with which Gager claims a preoccupation.


In the effluent poured out by Gager, I find more than one insinuation which disturbs my sense of accuracy.


"But the universities have run out of radical ideas after their radical splurge this conference and it will take them some time to think of some more."


Not everyone shares Gager's somewhat hazy perception of radicalism.


Not everyone wishes to divert their energies from policy making to coping with the superuflous factionalism implicit in Gager's view of Labour.


And as for the policy making—the prospect of assisting with it has drawn me to Labour.


As Political Editor of 
Salient in 1964, I was urging greater attention to policy formation by the Labour Club.


In 1968 I feel the opportunities to participate in policy formation for the universities are greater than ever before, and I detect signs that they are willing to respond to the challenge.


Outbursts like Gager's, impede our chances to do so.



Anthony Haas.







Mr Gager replies:



In all the alleged "replies" to my article, there has been a considerable vagueness about what it was I said which has been found so objectionable.



Mr Haas comes nearest to labelling what this is, though, alas, his is by no means a reasonable or balanced coming to terms with the issues raised in my article.



One must be grateful, however, that he at least does me the courtesy, rare it seems in Labour Party circles, of scanting personal abuse.



I would be ready to accept that what I wrote constituted "insults" to the party if Haas were prepared to specify statements which were insults, and say why he thought they were, such.



Haas's emotion is evidently too great to permit him this exercise in logic.



His only real argument against the views I expressed is to say that at the present time he believes university opportunities to participate in policy-making are greater than previously.



What my article contended was that university successes at Labour's conference were more illusory than real, and that the leadership could, and would, obstruct any genuine breakthrough into radicalism, like opposition to SEATO.



This view can only be strengthened by a recognition of the autonomy of Labour's Policy Committee.



These are views argued out in my article.



If they are dubious, at least I have a right to ask that they be countered by argument, not bare assertion.
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[Letter from Michael Hirshfield to Salient Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968]





Owen Gager's article, criticising Labour policy, published in last week's 
Salient has brought replies from party members stating their views.



Sir—Mr Gager's utter arrogance could only be excused if he were also ignorant.


Although he may feel superior enough to call others ignorant, some might prefer to describe Gager with a sentence of his own— "There's nobody that loves you like yourself, as they say." Or possibly "men who seek individual power with the minimum of scruple."


Let us have a look at Gager's background.


On looking at my records I was surprised to see that Gager is not only a member of the VUW Labour Club but also an executive member. At our last meeting he was too busy to attend till the very end because he was involved in the "more important" business of student power.


No doubt he either dismisses this as nonradical (why then was he so busy?) or he has conveniently forgotten that it was the Labour Club that first raised the whole issue of student power.


But then he may well reply that he should not be judged by his friends but by his actions.


He accuses the universities of "a desire to win over the unions" but says that "trade union radicalism finds no echo in the university branches."


Without any evidence he then alleges that, in fact, the universities are attempting to use the unions.


Is all this not a little strange from one so enmeshed in university affairs as the ever popular "Owie Baby"? Why doesn't Gager make his union his main sphere of activity?


But perhaps they won't let him use them. Or is it not an accident that his Trotskyist affiliation was limited to the daytime only.


Perhaps Gager would not like to be judged by his actions?


As for Gager's accusation of "alliance with the worst elements in the Labour Party", I am sure that he must favour the exclusive participation of university students in the ivory tower branches and, heaven forbid, that they should be active among the masses.


If he wishes to call my representation of the Seamen's Union at conference a "rotten borough" then he is clearly against the close co-operation of universities and unions.


As for his information that I am doing research for them on the subject of a National Shipping Line—just what does Gager want from the universities or the Labour Party?


If he cares to put his effort to documentary constructive ideas, they will be welcome. But his negative and confounded criticism is strange from one who was only two months ago, sufficiently satisfied that the party was worth representing as Gager was happy to put his name forward for the Wellington City Council on a Labour ticket.


We are prepared to be judged by our actions and so should Gager.


In summary let me say that I am sure that many people would now like some facts on what the universities did put forward and say at the Labour Party Conference.


Then Gager can be judged by his friends, actions and ommissions of facts.


Finally, if Gager is so concerned with the lack of radical ideas in the Labour Party why didn't he produce a single issue of Labour Club magazine when appointed editor?


He cannot even claim that the party has tried to silence him.


For those (unlike Gager) who like to base their opinions on some facts I have been invited by the editor of 
Salient to submit a full review of the Labour Party Conference and the universities' role at it.





Michael Hirshfield.
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Mr Gager replies:





Mr Gager replies:



It would seem that something about my article on the Labour Party conference has upset Mr. Hirshfield.



But, as he is unable to claim that anything in my article is untrue, unfounded or incorrect, one is left wondering what exactly he objects to.



At no point in my article did I attack Hirshfield personally, so it is difficult to see why he feels it necessary to spend the bulk of his letter on personal abuse of myself.



No doubt Hirshfield has to attack me to satisfy the Labour Party's head office that he is doing his job, and personal abuse is the only kind of polemics be is capable of rising (or sinking) to.



I will not reply in kind. I will merely ask why Hirshfield bothers to write letters attacking me when he has a far better method of lining me up on his agenda—a censure motion at the next Labour Club executive meeting.



Anybody who may be contemplating joining the Labour Party should be warned that Hirshfield's actions exemplify his party's attitude to criticism—first, personal abuse and second, the witchhunt.



But, as we have noted, Hirshfield personally cannot really be blamed for all this—he knows very well he might be a target of Big Norm's bloodlust if he did not write as be did.
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Wrong Side





Wrong Side



Sir—Mr Gager on the Labour Party Conference makes me believe he is now so far to the left he is in cloud-cuckoo land on the right.


Gager has made himself the doyen of right wing political circles. He has cohabited quite happily with such denizens of the University Campus as P. J. Wedderspoon.


He graces the living room of far right wing Councillor McGrath, delighting the assembled advocates of the market economy with his criticisms of the Labour movement.


He comes back from National Club Little Congress virtually aglow with pleasure that Uncle Tom Shand had placed his big ex-workers' mit on his shoulder, in a gesture of acceptance of Owen Gager, independent critic.


Gager and Mr Logan are two excellent examples of the operation of psychopathoiogy in politics. Both believe that it is impossible for the socialist movement in this country to make any progress without it being a reaction in disguise.


That is why Gager chooses to believe the reason branches choose to be represented by students at the Labour Party Conference is they are too apathetic, rather than that they really want to be represented by articulate young people with forward-looking ideas.


If Gager had actually been at the conference and not outside the doors of the Town Hall picking up snippets of gossip, which the peculiar workings of his mind further distorted, he might have realised that branches represented by their own members, university delegates and progressive elements of the trade union movement for the first time, were able to command a majority of this conference.


The universities were playing a very significant role in shaping the policy of a major political party.


Of course, it served Logan's interest as a member of the National Party to have Gager launch a child-like attack on the leadership of the Labour Party and deliberately ignore the very significant issues raised by this Conference.


It now seems to be the policy of the Student Executive to appoint members of the National Party to editorship of 
Salient—Mr Rennie, Mr Saunders, the two immediate past editors— belong to that unholy alliance of trade and peasant.


Owen Gager is Publications' Officer on the Student Executive—funny appointment, Logan's for a "socialist?"


Gager is wedded to the politics of personalities and it is his own ego that always peeps life a half risen sun, through his writing.


Could the reason for Gager's attack on Professor Chapman be that Gager was never accepted by the Auckland academic establishment?


It was, of course, Gager who spoke against supporting a trade unionist and watersider for Eastern Maori by-election—peculiar middleclass view, that, for one who accuses Labour's youth movement of trying to perpetuate a class system.


Gager is everything that the National Party member likes to imagine a "socialist" is— a professional student who bites those in a movement with him, harder than those who prevent the achievement of ends he professes to believe.


Unlike Gager, I believe the ideals and policies of the Labour movement are far more important than its personalities.


However, I deny that I have ever claimed to be a Trotskyism but take pleasure in reaffirming my belief in anarchism.


My ideal is a society in which all forms of authoritarian control no longer exist and anarchism offers progressive alternative policies in industrial organisation and education.


Labour will begin a movement towards this type of society when it passes a remit to abolish the Security Police at its next conference.


It began this movement by implementing a policy of Trust Control at its 1968 Conference.



Murray Rowlands.
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Mr Gager replies:





Mr Gager replies:



Like Mr Hirshfield, Murray Rowlands, the Labour Party's only anarchist, does not anywhere in his article attack any fact, sentence, idea or even piece of punctuation in my article.



He just attacks me personally. No doubt this is very satisfying as a vent for Rowlands's frustrations.



But it is no answer to anything I said. It merely shows that the truth hurts.



Does Rowlands's recent election to the Wellington LRC and his possible candidature for Wellington Central account for his ur-anarchist concern for Order, Discipline and Orthodoxy in the Labour Party?



Surely, one can hear him thinking, it is worthwhile attacking the freedom to criticise if being a good bully-boy for Kirk can make him the world's first anarchist MP.



Rowlands does not like me because I attack Labour's leadership, I dislike the Auckland academic establishment, and I believe in political impartiality in making appointments as Publications' Officer.



One can take it, conversely, that Rowlands supports the Labour leadership, (which opposed the university branches at conference), the Auckland academic establishment and political partiality—as well, of course, as being an anarchist.



Apart from stating his principles, or absence of them, on these points, Rowlands is merely inaccurate.



I have never criticised the Labour movement (why is Rowlands afraid of that word 'party'?) in McGrath's living room.



I have never shared a flat with P. J. Wedders-spoon. Mr. Shand has never put his hand on my shoulder. I was actually inside the Town Hall during the Labour Party Conference.



I did not oppose Labour's selection for Eastern Maori.



I do not expect Rowlands to apologise for his inaccuracies.



It is only too evident he prefers, like any would-be Labour candidate, fiction to fact.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968
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Stop Progress




[image: Owen Gager]


Owen Gager





Sir—Mr Gager is entitled to his opinions, but he might have a little more regard for reality when he expresses them.


A political writer in a university paper is free to be lopsided in his judgment. A politcal editor, as Gager is billed, should pay more heed to balance.


He, as one member of the Labour Party, is free to be as divergent from the norm as he chooses.


Might I say as a person who chose willingly to join Labour in recent times, that I did so with the belief that I could throw my lot in with my contemporaries who were endeavouring to contribute to a stronger, better equipped Labout Party, consequently a valuable opposition and alternative Government.


It is from this point of view that I find Gager's gratuitous insults superufluous, to use an understatement.


I was sorry I missed the Labour Party Conference ( I returned from the Cook Islands for its tail end) but I gained the impression that the changes which occurred at conference show Labour is being changed by its youth, closer assessment of policy making procedures and a greater potential to fill the policy vacuum Mr Blizard alleges of Labour, and with which Gager claims a preoccupation.


In the effluent poured out by Gager, I find more than one insinuation which disturbs my sense of accuracy.


"But the universities have run out of radical ideas after their radical splurge this conference and it will take them some time to think of some more."


Not everyone shares Gager's somewhat hazy perception of radicalism.


Not everyone wishes to divert their energies from policy making to coping with the superuflous factionalism implicit in Gager's view of Labour.


And as for the policy making—the prospect of assisting with it has drawn me to Labour.


As Political Editor of 
Salient in 1964, I was urging greater attention to policy formation by the Labour Club.


In 1968 I feel the opportunities to participate in policy formation for the universities are greater than ever before, and I detect signs that they are willing to respond to the challenge.


Outbursts like Gager's, impede our chances to do so.



Anthony Haas.
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[Response from Owen Gager to Anthony Haas]





Mr Gager replies:



In all the alleged "replies" to my article, there has been a considerable vagueness about what it was I said which has been found so objectionable.



Mr Haas comes nearest to labelling what this is, though, alas, his is by no means a reasonable or balanced coming to terms with the issues raised in my article.



One must be grateful, however, that he at least does me the courtesy, rare it seems in Labour Party circles, of scanting personal abuse.



I would be ready to accept that what I wrote constituted "insults" to the party if Haas were prepared to specify statements which were insults, and say why he thought they were, such.



Haas's emotion is evidently too great to permit him this exercise in logic.



His only real argument against the views I expressed is to say that at the present time he believes university opportunities to participate in policy-making are greater than previously.



What my article contended was that university successes at Labour's conference were more illusory than real, and that the leadership could, and would, obstruct any genuine breakthrough into radicalism, like opposition to SEATO.



This view can only be strengthened by a recognition of the autonomy of Labour's Policy Committee.



These are views argued out in my article.



If they are dubious, at least I have a right to ask that they be countered by argument, not bare assertion.
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What Would A Sell-Out Cost New Zealand?







What Would A Sell-Out Cost New Zealand?




by James Clad
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Lately we have been hearing quite a bit about real or imagined fears of some sort of American 'sell-out' in the Paris talks.


It might be better to focus our attention rather on who the Americans may betray, and to whose mercy those betrayed are going to be left.


The Saigon authorities, of course, are understandably anxious and concerned over their future status.


If President Johnson's desire for disengagement is combined (as I now believe) with a wish for some alacrity to be attached to this move, then it is possible, or even likely, that we shall soon see the familiar Saigon faces cavorting on the Riviera in a manner equally as familiar the only difference being that they shall no longer be the nominal rulers of southern Vietnam.


Their increasingly hysterical assertions that they would never countenance a coalition governent with the Viet Cong may mean rather more than a sudden scarcity of airline tickets to Europe.


This repetitive and belligerent position is a telling sign in several ways.


First, it indicates that as far as genuine diplomatic consultation and co-ordinaton of policy goes, they have been nearly ignored by the Americans.


It further indicates they expect that their counsel is probably to go on being ignored.






Not basic


And this is because in a process of negotiation the position advanced at the outset is never formulated as to be so basic to what is regarded as the point beyond which you cannot retreat. If there was, or had been, any meaningful consultation with Saigon, such an extraordinarily basic statement of position would have been effectively precluded.


Each side in any negotiation always begins by demanding its optimal objective as the direction of subsequent negotiations.


What Saigon has done is to dispense with any optimal policy and instead, insistently (and publically) repeat their only credible and non-retreatable position.


This not only encourages the belief that the Americans would actually settle for a coalition government, but also strengthens the position of Hanoi who will now be content to wait for this favourable settlement secure in their belief that the Americans will eventually come around.


So, rather than being ignored altogether, Saigon has elected to assume a posture of belligerent intransigence?meaningless if devoid of American support?which has played right into Hanoi's hands.


Saigon's generals will not, and cannot, accept a coalition government because such an occurrence would immediately signal the abrupt political demise of these men.


Thus their stance, rather than being particularly "hard", is instead the only one which the configuration of mobilised power within Vietnam will permit with the absence of the Americans.






Others


The only other people who stand to be sold out at Paris arc those countries which have parroted the American position for all these years and have shown the flag at America's behest and in accordance with what they have considered their essential interests.


A "sell-out" to Australia and New Zealand, means a precipitous withdrawal that will hurt the respective governments domestically by making them look bigger fools than they had planned.


Of course, these governments don't feel particularly motivated to remain there after the Americans leave.


It is fairly laughable to imagine our ANZAC battalion bravely battling on alone against the Communist Threat.


I think that after the Americans have finally blown the whistle and departed for good (probably under a scheme which will tacitly admit the inevitability of Vietnamese reunification), we are going to see an interesting example of about-face rationalisation.


The commonsensical obligation to campfollow your protecting great power will replace the pretty unconvincing and "principled" rationale for intervention and it will be refreshing to return to a reality of some sorts, anyway.






Settle down


The frantic urgency to contain the sinister thrusts of our latest bogey-man is going to disappear mysteriously with some urgency of its own.


After some anxious fluttering and selfreassuring, we shall then settle back to a point where an expanse of sea, Caucasian supremacy, and the American Navy make it rather more convenient to Draw the Line for the fire next time.
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[introduction]




by James Clad
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Lately we have been hearing quite a bit about real or imagined fears of some sort of American 'sell-out' in the Paris talks.


It might be better to focus our attention rather on who the Americans may betray, and to whose mercy those betrayed are going to be left.


The Saigon authorities, of course, are understandably anxious and concerned over their future status.


If President Johnson's desire for disengagement is combined (as I now believe) with a wish for some alacrity to be attached to this move, then it is possible, or even likely, that we shall soon see the familiar Saigon faces cavorting on the Riviera in a manner equally as familiar the only difference being that they shall no longer be the nominal rulers of southern Vietnam.


Their increasingly hysterical assertions that they would never countenance a coalition governent with the Viet Cong may mean rather more than a sudden scarcity of airline tickets to Europe.


This repetitive and belligerent position is a telling sign in several ways.


First, it indicates that as far as genuine diplomatic consultation and co-ordinaton of policy goes, they have been nearly ignored by the Americans.


It further indicates they expect that their counsel is probably to go on being ignored.
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Not basic




Not basic


And this is because in a process of negotiation the position advanced at the outset is never formulated as to be so basic to what is regarded as the point beyond which you cannot retreat. If there was, or had been, any meaningful consultation with Saigon, such an extraordinarily basic statement of position would have been effectively precluded.


Each side in any negotiation always begins by demanding its optimal objective as the direction of subsequent negotiations.


What Saigon has done is to dispense with any optimal policy and instead, insistently (and publically) repeat their only credible and non-retreatable position.


This not only encourages the belief that the Americans would actually settle for a coalition government, but also strengthens the position of Hanoi who will now be content to wait for this favourable settlement secure in their belief that the Americans will eventually come around.


So, rather than being ignored altogether, Saigon has elected to assume a posture of belligerent intransigence?meaningless if devoid of American support?which has played right into Hanoi's hands.


Saigon's generals will not, and cannot, accept a coalition government because such an occurrence would immediately signal the abrupt political demise of these men.


Thus their stance, rather than being particularly "hard", is instead the only one which the configuration of mobilised power within Vietnam will permit with the absence of the Americans.
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Others




Others


The only other people who stand to be sold out at Paris arc those countries which have parroted the American position for all these years and have shown the flag at America's behest and in accordance with what they have considered their essential interests.


A "sell-out" to Australia and New Zealand, means a precipitous withdrawal that will hurt the respective governments domestically by making them look bigger fools than they had planned.


Of course, these governments don't feel particularly motivated to remain there after the Americans leave.


It is fairly laughable to imagine our ANZAC battalion bravely battling on alone against the Communist Threat.


I think that after the Americans have finally blown the whistle and departed for good (probably under a scheme which will tacitly admit the inevitability of Vietnamese reunification), we are going to see an interesting example of about-face rationalisation.


The commonsensical obligation to campfollow your protecting great power will replace the pretty unconvincing and "principled" rationale for intervention and it will be refreshing to return to a reality of some sorts, anyway.
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Settle down


The frantic urgency to contain the sinister thrusts of our latest bogey-man is going to disappear mysteriously with some urgency of its own.


After some anxious fluttering and selfreassuring, we shall then settle back to a point where an expanse of sea, Caucasian supremacy, and the American Navy make it rather more convenient to Draw the Line for the fire next time.
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Editorials




Editorials



May 28, 1968


Opinions expressed in 
Salient are not necessarily those of VUWSA.


Students shaping and dominating politics in the area our University's Geography Department labels the Third World are not anything new. What is new is students playing the same role with similar effect in the Western world where tame political scientists have so long assured us, affluence has made radicalism irrelevant. The combination of students and trade unions in France, which currently imperils the existence of the de Gaulle regime, and the protest by German students against constant incitements to right-wing violence by the Springer press which has led to the assassination of student leader Rudi Deutschke, the student movements for civil rights and academic freedom in the United States all look to student militancy in the world's poorest countries for inspiration.


While it would be very foolish to decry student concern with politics—and certain members of our executive and certain editorials in our local press have not hesitated to do just this—students will not succeed in achieving their objectives if they ritually copy the Third World's politically fashionable guerallaism and its ultra-simplistic theories of imperialim. Adoption of such fashions, however, does express the extent of the alienation of students from the communities which environ them. Student militancy in the West is simply a recognition by students that they share common interests which should find expression in politics—the birth of student unionism a hundred years after the birth of unionism among industrial workers. A new unionism is always exceptionally politically conscious; after the initial burst of enthusiasm which accompanies the sense of the union as an innovation, this consciousness tends to be dissipated, if the history of industrial unionism is any guide. What we are seeing now in France, Germany and the United States is the first euphoric phase of a general acceptance by students that they are unionised, and this is leading to what is at times an over-simplistic and at other times a very realistic solidarity with other allies of students in society, particularly those other unionists in the traditional trade unions.


It may seem a far cry from the heroic phase of student unionism in Europe and North America to our very unheroic negotiations for student power with the administration of this University. One doubts whether many of the students involved in these negotiations have any sense of identity with the students defying the police on barricades all over Europe. This, too, is student unionism—the setting up of grievance committees, and machinery for collective bargaining—and although it is not exciting it is a kind of activity we might well have copied from our local trade unions rather earlier than we have. It reminds us though that union officials can as easily be conservative and bureaucratic as they can be charismatic. We need not only a voice in our University but a' voice in our society, and if events overseas prompt ever so slight a reflection of our French or German colleagues' concern for their society, it may make the union to which we all belong as alive as it ought to be. NZUSA is after all affiliated to an international student organisation which has urged student unions to act in a vanguard role in their societies. The history of the early Labour movement exists not just for us to copy. It is still to be made. The extension of unionism to groups such as students in the past often far removed from the traditional Labour movement shows that Labour-orientated efforts to change society have a future beyond the dreams of Harry Holland or Fintan Patrick Walsh.
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Big Plans For Cook Islander


By Anthony Haas


Cook Islander and Victoria University graduate George Ellis, is destined for high places in the Cook Islands' civil service.


Mr. Ellis recently completed a B.Com. and, until his return to the Cooks in April, was in Treasury. He is one of about four Cook Islanders who have obtained university degrees.


If one comment, made to me by a Cabinet Minister there, means anything, Mr. Ellis would soon be appointed treasure in the Cook Island Civil Service.


Mr. Ellis left the Cooks as a scholarship student nearly a decade ago, but has made the occasional vacation visit home. He is married to Ellen Perry who is an Arts graduate from Victoria and was librarian here in 1967.


While travelling to Rarotonga, Islanders on board the G.M.V. Moana Roa with us, kept commenting that he would shortly become financial secretary.


This post is equivalent to Secretary to the Treasury in New Zealand. The post of Treasurer is the next in line.


Mr. Apinara Short, the associate Minister of Economic Development named by Albert Henry to become full Minister of Economic Development, stated that imminent changes in his department would bring Mr. Ellis to the Treasurer's post.


Whether he speaks for Mr. Henry or not is questionable, but Mr. Short stated that when the Secretary for Economic Development was appointed and if the current Treasurer Mr. Tom Overhoff accepted it, Mr. Ellis would probably be appointed.


In fact, Mr. Overhoff told me he was not going to accept the invitation. The incident not only illustrates how a graduate fares on return to such a country, but also some of the problems raised in developing the Island's economy.


And George Ellis is unlikely to be willing to take such a post so soon.


For some time now, Albert Henry has avoided making a decision he undertook to take two years ago, to appoint from overseas an agricultural administrator to the post of Secretary of Economic Development.


Mr. Overhoff has been in the Cooks for some time. His intention is to refuse the post for personal and administrative reasons.


Mr. Les Davis, the New Zealand High Commissioner to the Cooks, says he has urged the N.Z. Government to consider paying for a high salary outsider to ensure the key post is well served.


Henry has yet to make his move.
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Go on, protest - it's not futile



By Ron J. Smith, member of the Committee on Vietnam and Communist Party Candidate for Island Bay in the last elections.




[image: Photograph of an anti-vietnam war protest]


Some of Mr. Alister Taylor's observations about New Zealand's opposition to the war in Vietnam and criticisms of the Committee on Vietnam (Salient No. 8) need deeper consideration.


"Organised protests have been relatively unsuccesful," he declared.


Further on he cites student demonstrations and other activities for higher bursaries as an example of a successful pressure campaign.


Surely he doesn't put the campaign for higher student bursaries in the same category as the Vietnam protest movement?


It seems he thinks this conflict between student needs and Government policy was similar in depth to the contradictions in the Vietnam war policy where the Government is clamped by all the force of American money power.


The campaign of the N.Z. people against this war has embraced a richness of form a persistence and a volume, unprecedented in N.Z. history.


It has included every form of educational publication and meeting, from the sit-in of 1966 to that vast marathon of enlightenment?the PPP conference.


It has been expresed in protests resolutions, petitions, meetings and vigils, the chaining of people to Parliament Buildings, fasts, making and exhibiting protest films, deputations and leaflet distribution.


Every American war emissary and warship has been met by demonstrations and pickets.


The highest form of political action?the demonstration?has been repeatedly used (at least 21 times in Wellington alone) ranging from small poster parades to the mighty patriotic protests of 2000 and more against Ky and Johnson.


Outstanding among these were the highly conscious demonstration of over 800 Victoria students against General Taylor, and the later student demonstration against the SEATO conference.


All this has been outstandingly successful.


A wide range of people's organisations have now expressed themselves against the war.


The trade union movement "is opposed to New Zealand troops being there under any circumstance".


The student movement at every University is opposed to it.


So are many churches, the United Nations association, me PSA and others.


The Labour Party's conference policy is to withdraw troops.


Even within the RSA and National Party, courageous individuals have spoken out.


The effect on the Government has been marked.


It hesitated a month before it dared run directly in the face of the people's hostility.


When it finally capitulated to the most intensive American pressure, it was to send the barest token force.


While this gave the Americans the extra flag they so badly needed, the contingent was almost worse than none at all.


It shouted aloud that New Zealand undestood that freedom and independence for Vietnam constituted no threat to this counrty.


Even more severe arm-twisting followed. The President of the United States found it necessary to visit these islands of the South Pacific.


United States Cabinet Ministers and fivestar generals, the Vice-President, admirals, even their puppet Ky, also visited these islands.


But the people's pressure has still prevented more than a minor contingent.


They are all volunteers mainly escaping the problems of normal life.


The Government has not dared use conscripts. It even shamefacedly smuggles the units out.


Contrast this with World War II when we fought not for the aggressor but for the small countries, victims of aggression.


The whole heroic history of protest demonstrations marching straight into the harsh wind of Government displeasure, permitted the phenomenal success of the PPP conference, riding along in the wake of these actions.


At the same time the PPP conference broadened and deepened the movement and thus no doubt, laid the basis for even more powerful demonstrations in the future.


There are other errors in Alister Taylor's statement but comment must be limited to one subject?the role of the press.


The fact to face is the basic hostility to the Vietnam protest movement of the capitalist press in N.Z.


This press comprises all the dailies and big circulation weeklies, excluding only the specificaly left-wing weekly and monthly publications and the trade union and the student press.


Their bias dominates virtually every newspaper of every issue—in the news suppressed, headlines used, news which receives frontpage treatment or a single column on page eight or 10, adjectives used and which side is called "terrorist".


This basic position is not altered by the fact that in certain favourable circumsances it is possible to get in a progressive story or paragraph.


Of course, every reasonable effort to do this must be made and expertise counts here.


But a protest movement on Vietnam will never "have good relations with the press" if by this meant getting fair or equal treatment.


Consider the PPP conference. After months of work we had a conference better prepared with a, larger attendance and a greater team of acknowledged experts than ever the war-camp could field.


Did it break through into the press?


Yes, just. Not in Auckland where onethird of the population of N.Z. is, nor even much in Chistchurch.


But it did in Wellington, in secondary places and pages, after the SEATO conference and with a lot of attention given to the one agent-provocateur who was present.
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'Capitalist' Press Criticised


Alister Taylor has had a lot of experience of the mass media, and has used them very capably.


But he has, it seems, yet to learn that progressives cannot use the press.


It is privately owned and the editors can just decline to publish and turn off progressive news like a tap, or even, as we have found, refuse paid advertisements.


The protest movement, while doing its best to get the most from the press (and here expertise is invaluable) must give priority to finding ways to go direct to the people with its statements and its policy.


Peace will come in Vietnam when the U.S. invaders are both pushed out by the Vietnamese and pulled out by the people of America and the world.


This is a serious task for us. We must learn, from every experience, how to do this better.


But from our experiences, we must learn correct, not incorrect, lessons.
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Geoff Richards




All this actually happened in our own university! A certain Mr A, a thin, raincoated figure whose body bent forward slightly as he walked and who always and without cease smiled, entered one day a certain lavatory in the library. The demand for this facility on the part of students was such, that combined resources of observation made the conclusion inevitable, that the facility was occupied without cease, and this was deemed unreasonable. Discreet investigation led Mr A to answer with the greatest shame, "I'm dying." Mr A's white complexion and ghostly, almost heavenly, smile contributing to this excuse some plausibility, the matter was, despite the fact that Mr A did not actually die, passed over without a word.


As the library is peopled by people who, since they are very studious, are often coming and going, in order to attend lectures and so forth, nobody was, since he had either just come or just gone, in a position to notice one student who neither came nor went, but sat at a table for a long time without moving. It was none other than Mr A. But eventually he was noticed, thanks to an odour so objectionable, as to make all the students around sure that they were not the cause of it. Mr A being approached, an explanation was demanded. This time he made no answer; nor in fact even a move, until when prodded his decomposing body collapsed on to the floor This time Mr A was not forgiven, and everyone talked about the disgusting incident for ages afterwards, which is how I came by the story.



P. J. Faldowns.
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For A Robin




Your barefoot voice



sings sadness



and concern



my weary beauty





as I say



the state and all



the subtle words



are rotten





on lips of morning



the scream



alone



is pure





asking no answer



no lie



I offer you



love or revolution.



Rhys G. Pasley.
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We now march triumphantly to the gates, our beasts of danger foremost. Already three of us have been blinded by the basilisk, which travels in a wheeled cage that none behind may see it.


Now we wait outside the gate; it is closed. A number of blind sentries angrily watch us from the ramparts above. The giant tortle is being brought to the gate. It stands in front of the gate as though it had just left the hostile city and the gates were shut on its tail. Writhing with anger, it sneezes, and pushing with all its might on the air it breaks down the gate ... and also several Buggers who were leaning on the gate, if one is to judge by the cries emanating from within. The tortle continues to sit on the erstwhile gate. Lazy beast! It has done nothing for years but pull down trees and move rocks for our shelter, but it sits and whines. And while it reclines, we are unable to pass through the gateway to rescue Waterlulu. More thunderclaps! The tortle is getting up; it turns itself slowly around ... the great iron gate sticks to its back ... marvellous!—and it runs into the city. More cries from within. How loquacious these Buggers are!


We are struggling through the city; it is night and we do not know where to find Waterlulu. The streets are empty; all the Buggers pretend to sleep. Cowards! One might have thought that they would try to prevent our progress. Instead, the narrowness of the streets docs that for them. As I write these signs, my wagon is wedged in a small gap between two buildings. A griffin is struggling to walk backwards down the lane through which I came three hours ago, that it may pull us out from our predicament. To my left I can hear the grunts and shouts of our people. Only myself and the two children Nenuphar and Mazinta are in the wagon. Now Buggers far above have woken; they are dropping soft red fruit on our roof. Squish! Even the children are disgusted. The griffin too is wedged in the lane; it seems to me to be pretending; it looks as if it has seized an excuse for sleep. The shouts grow fainter.


Two days we have been here. Buggers continually crawl under the wagon. The griffin has gone, I do not know where. We are not enough to leave the wagon and guard it simultaneously; therefore we stay here, watching over the most precious manuscripts and chronicles of our people. Gibberish is being uttered on six sides of us; I am totally disgusted.


[It would seem that there is a hiatus at this point in the text, K.K.]


I do not care to repeat the undignified means by which we left the foul city of Aggabug and returned to its outskirts. Dozens of us are now missing, among us Sparadrap, myself, Ocarina, my two charges, Paraphernalia, Rigmarole, Whirligig, Kanchenjunga, Charlemagne, Antimony 
& Coleoptera, and dozens of others. Staggering around the city walls, we met one another. So we continue to travel in circles around the city, pausing at each of the four gales in order that we may better glimpse our body. There are many questions that I should like answers to.


1. What has happened to Cantilever?


2. What has happened to Onomatopeia & Nostradamus?*


3. Quidditas & Cagliostro?


4. Phenobarbara?


5. scores of others?


6. all the rest? and many other questions besides, some of which I do not care to repeat.


Charlemagne has been talking to a Bugger. It is found that these cowardly citizens regard our people as a race of bandits, brigands, and worse. Sparadrap is much distressed by this report. For my own part I do not object to such a reputation; though it may be false, it may preserve us from attack. If there must be fear, let ourselves be feared! I told Sparadrap of my thoughts. He disagrees with my entire outlook. He turned away sadly and talked to a nearby snail. But, to continue with Charlemagne's account, he spoke with a dozen Buggers and received a score of different stories telling him where our people were. Some said we were hiding in the waterpipes of Aggabug, some said in the treetops (unlikely, since there are no trees), some told him that we lurk outside the gates, ready to pounce. Whenever we attempt to enter the city, looking for our body, the Buggers very speedily shut their gates. Our basilisk, our griffin, and our tortle are all lost inside those walls. Without such animal protection we dare do nothing. Our roc-albatross is nearby, sleeping on a large stone, but it too fears us; only Buxtehude understands it but he is lost in the city.


Rigmarole and Kanchenjunga are both saying that we should go on towards our homeland. We have the directionfinder, though it may not be correct in this varied terrain, so different from the monotony of the desert we have recentls emerged from. Kanchenjunga is at this moment suggesting to Sparadrap that our fellows may be far ahead to the east (the busiest route from Aggabug). I tend to agree, We have already waited a year and a half, as it happens. None can think of new jokes. Even the air around us begins to stale.


This afternoon Whirligig was given a dream. He was shown seventy seven thousand six hundreds and 64 of our people eating licorice in the early morning, all seated at a very long table, trying hard to remember what had just been forgotten. An agonizing dark green dream, with brownish green triangles embedded in its texture. Already a dozen theories have sprung up.


The moon has tipped itself out, and we are leaving Aggabug for the last time, led triumphantly by the tortle, which somehow has been dyed black though formerly its colour lay between blue and red. Today our people are in an unknown state; perhaps the bold 880 have split up among themselves; perhaps some are already in our homeland, led by other leaders. But I alone have behind my back the histories of our people. For that reason (and that 
[
unclear: ou] original leader is with us) we may consider ourselves to be our own truest representatives.


We should never have left our ancestral home; we should have waited for the remaining 881 of our people to join us there instead of foolishly going in search of them. We are circumnavigating a sticky green bog; continually we mistake solid ground for mud, and become embedded. As 1 write, three wagons (including this one in which I write) are being pulled from the mud, by six animals borrowed from other wagons.


I think it must have been a dream that we arrived at our homeland; I dare not ask anybody for fear of being regarded as in my dotage. However it may be that my impression of the homeland is prophetic; therefore I record it here.


(The fictitious ancestral homeland of which I have spoken is situated on the left buttock; it is a very large town which is in the shape of an annulus; the inside edge of the annulus would take perhaps one day to walk around, if three men were walking. Enclosed by the annulus is a large overgrown area; this is our homeland, which has been left untouched for thousands of years by the inhabitants of the annulus-town: they understand that this overgrown circle is the homeland of our people, containing within it three hilltops, many ruins, and a large tunnel emerging outside the annulustown).


* Devoutly I hope that Nostradamus has not lost the object of our timepiece nor the count of our time.
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Bookworming


As I predicted in an earlier issue of 
Salient, the trial of 
Last Exit to Brooklyn in Britain last year has frightened many publishers who were set to bring Britain up-to-date with "fringe" American fiction.


Because most publishers now don't know exactly what can be expected, their decisions about what they publish are governed by mere expediency.


Of course, this means a cautious, conservative approach involving editing of "suspect" passages. 
Candy, coauthored by Terry Southern, long the most famous "underground" novel will be published with cuts. When I read it last year in a cheap version from Los Angeles, I found it highly enjoyable and very, very erotic. It is perhaps, the only successful send-up of "hard-core pornography".


Gore Vidal, author of many good novels and the screenplay of 
The Best Man, will have his new novel 
Myra Breckbidge toned down.


A new novelist, Barry Cole, was persuaded by his publishers, Methuen and Co., to rewrite extensive parts of 
A Run Across the Island. However, Cole has worked off his not surprising anger by rewriting the offending matter as self-parody.


Well-known for its outbursts of puritan outrage the book selling chain of W. H. Smith, as well as other booksellers, have refused to sell Paul Ableman's Vac. But publishers. Gollancz, not usually noted for setting the pace in literature, are not holding back.


Ableman's first novels were published in Paris by the Olympia Press. Most critics seem to agree that Vac is his best work to date. Watch for it before the Tribunal gets at it.


Those who read the small public notices in the papers will have noticed that the Comptroller of Customs has submitted a book of Aubrey Beardsley's drawings. Long considered an excellent cartoonist and sketcher, Beardsley has only just been given the treatment he deserves by the publishing trade. If the Tribunal axe these they will be adding a little more to their already not inconsiderable contribution to putting New Zealand well back behind the rest of the world in the literary arts.


The unrelenting monthly inundations of paperbacks in the bookshops still provide the only satisfactory way for students to enjoy cheap reading. It is no longer possible to categorise the different publishers into "good", "bad" and "indifferent". Penguin maintain their quality quota, although in recent months their lists are far from exciting. Most of the new Penguins are safe but not wholly stimulating.


Best so far this year (not in order of merit) are Charles Webb's 
The Graduate, a novel about an adolescent who rebels against his bourgeois upbringing, recently filmed by Mike Nichols; Mervyn Peake's gothic monstrosity 
Titus 
Groan (Modern Classics); Bruce Jay Friedman's 
A Mother's Kisses, and two novels by American Thomas Berger: 
Little Big Man and 
Reinhart in Love.


Coming shortly from Penguin are three more volumes in the New Writing series dealing with Australia, France and England. Christina Stead's long unavailable 
The Man Who Loved Children will be a welcome supplement to some of her other work which is in paperback from the enterprising Melbourne-based Sun Books.


Panther Books are noted for this colourfulness, although of late an increasing number are being submitted to the Indecent Publications Tribunal and thus delayed. Of those available don't miss William Burroughs' science-fiction phantasmagoria 
Nova Express which is rewarding if demanding. David Caute's 
Decline of the West received mixed reviews when first published, but it makes for a fascinating look at violence and torture.


Corgi, Mayflower and Pan are still vying for an increased share of the prestige market in fiction, although their books cater largely at the unsuspecting. Don't overlook them in your Drowsing: diligence can yield some rewarding results.


The New English Library is increasingly reflecting its American ownership. Latest and best is the revival of the magazine-book devoted to new writing. Under the title 
New American Review the two volumes so far contain much of interest. Fiction by writers like 
Philip Roth, John Barth and William Gass with essays on homosexual literature, drama and films are of generally high standard, despite catholicity, to please the middlebrows. Good value for $1.10.


If you can't afford too many paperbacks (and who can?) new fiction in hard-back form is generally available in the public library, although not without some trouble. Pick or the new books in alphabetical order by authors would include Burrough's 
The Soft Machine (if it isn't banned); Jean Genet's 
Funeral Rites; Mordecai Richler's 
Cocksure; Death Kit by Susan Sontag; Christian Stead's 
The Puzzleheaded Girl, and finally the three current bestsellers in America, William Styron's 
Confessions of Nat Turner, Couples by John Updike and 
Myra Beckinridge (in a bowdlerised version) by Gore Vidal.


—Nevil Gibson.






 * * *


Nationalism has traditionally been used to camouflage capitalism; Mr. Rosenberg's book is another example of this tired polemical device. At no point in his book does he make one criticism of New Zealand capitalism, even (pp. 183-4) though arguing it must necessarily, as a result of import controls, become more monopolistic.


Predictably, he opposes "foreign" borrowing, though he admits it has co-existed with import controls, and even at times safeguarded full employment, and opposes any Australian competition with New Zealand industry— though he does not discuss the possibility that such competition might lead to a fall in the price of the commodities involved, a rather strange omission for an economist.


Mr. Rosenberg's book is best regarded as an essay in politics rather than economics, even though it is shorn of the introduction from Mr. T. E. Skinner Mr. Rosenberg was at one stage soliciting for it.


There is a popular impression that Mr. Rosenberg is a left-winger or socialist of some kind. What he is, however, is simply an apologist for New Zealand business, as this book makes clear. His book should be treated on the same level as any other effusion of patriotic self-congratulation and complancency; that is, it should be ignored and time spent on writers honest enough to admit there are one or two areas where New Zealand capitalism actually doesn't work well.




A Guidebook To New Zealand's Future by W. Rosenberg. Caxton Press, Christchurch, 1968. $2.50 Reviewed by Owen Gager.






 * * *


Because of various cultural and economic factors, New Zealand has a peculiar sub-culture of "suburban" literature. The main result is poetry: for little cost a book of poetry can be published and have a guaranteed market, get reviewed everywhere in polite if perhaps dismissive terms, and go unnoticed by most people. Little books of poems are expensive in page for price ratio (in this particular one over 3c per page of poetry) and hence are aimed at the gift buyer. One wonders if they are ever read.


The term "suburban" literature must be qualified. It does not refer so much to the content (which is of course a valid subject for examination), as to its mediocrity and amateurishness. The vision of housewives scribbling while the kids are at school is peculiarly New Zealand. Larger countries' publishing businesses would go bankrupt if they published and encouraged such activity, except in some cases. While Mrs. Dunstan's poetry may be appreciated by some. I find most of it incredulous. None of it stands up to "out loud" reading. It lacks tension, wit and content. Flabby images and limp rhythm are the only striking features. If you want some real stuff not found in English Literature, try Adrian Mitchell's new volume, 
Out Loud (Cape Golliard Press, $2.25).




Patterns On Glass. Poems by Peggy Dunstan. Pegasus Press, Christchurch. $1.75 62 pp. Reviewed by Nevil Gibson.
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The Soft Machine (if it isn't banned); Jean Genet's 
Funeral Rites; Mordecai Richler's 
Cocksure; Death Kit by Susan Sontag; Christian Stead's 
The Puzzleheaded Girl, and finally the three current bestsellers in America, William Styron's 
Confessions of Nat Turner, Couples by John Updike and 
Myra Beckinridge (in a bowdlerised version) by Gore Vidal.


—Nevil Gibson.
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[A review of A Guidebook To New Zealand's Future by Owen Gager]




 * * *


Nationalism has traditionally been used to camouflage capitalism; Mr. Rosenberg's book is another example of this tired polemical device. At no point in his book does he make one criticism of New Zealand capitalism, even (pp. 183-4) though arguing it must necessarily, as a result of import controls, become more monopolistic.


Predictably, he opposes "foreign" borrowing, though he admits it has co-existed with import controls, and even at times safeguarded full employment, and opposes any Australian competition with New Zealand industry— though he does not discuss the possibility that such competition might lead to a fall in the price of the commodities involved, a rather strange omission for an economist.


Mr. Rosenberg's book is best regarded as an essay in politics rather than economics, even though it is shorn of the introduction from Mr. T. E. Skinner Mr. Rosenberg was at one stage soliciting for it.


There is a popular impression that Mr. Rosenberg is a left-winger or socialist of some kind. What he is, however, is simply an apologist for New Zealand business, as this book makes clear. His book should be treated on the same level as any other effusion of patriotic self-congratulation and complancency; that is, it should be ignored and time spent on writers honest enough to admit there are one or two areas where New Zealand capitalism actually doesn't work well.




A Guidebook To New Zealand's Future by W. Rosenberg. Caxton Press, Christchurch, 1968. $2.50 Reviewed by Owen Gager.
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[A review of Patterns On Glass by Nevil Gibson]




 * * *


Because of various cultural and economic factors, New Zealand has a peculiar sub-culture of "suburban" literature. The main result is poetry: for little cost a book of poetry can be published and have a guaranteed market, get reviewed everywhere in polite if perhaps dismissive terms, and go unnoticed by most people. Little books of poems are expensive in page for price ratio (in this particular one over 3c per page of poetry) and hence are aimed at the gift buyer. One wonders if they are ever read.


The term "suburban" literature must be qualified. It does not refer so much to the content (which is of course a valid subject for examination), as to its mediocrity and amateurishness. The vision of housewives scribbling while the kids are at school is peculiarly New Zealand. Larger countries' publishing businesses would go bankrupt if they published and encouraged such activity, except in some cases. While Mrs. Dunstan's poetry may be appreciated by some. I find most of it incredulous. None of it stands up to "out loud" reading. It lacks tension, wit and content. Flabby images and limp rhythm are the only striking features. If you want some real stuff not found in English Literature, try Adrian Mitchell's new volume, 
Out Loud (Cape Golliard Press, $2.25).




Patterns On Glass. Poems by Peggy Dunstan. Pegasus Press, Christchurch. $1.75 62 pp. Reviewed by Nevil Gibson.
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Letters To The Editor




Where Is God?



Sir—... and so consequently, as I have, through my brilliantly analytical thetical observations, concerning those matters which, as my erstwhile acquaintance, the selfsame and selfcalled obt. and humble James (need I mention) Mitchell, regarded with, I may add without, I hope, falling into the absurdly pretentious snare of loquaciousness, which, I may humbly be permitted to observe, the aforementioned critical moral advisor attempts too, too readily, regarded with (I repeat) excessive and, venture to suggest, brutal wrath and ire, from the position, may I presume to envisage, of one of her most powerful and honourable Majesty's revered and beknighted Druid high-priests who, mark the expression, strides along, nose-up-lifted, tie glistening, fiery cross brandished (and other pertinent phrasial expressions, descriptive of a bigoted reactionary fanatic (and here I must add that I am in no way drawing facetious comparisons to a former honourable member of our 'petite' (to use a French term) campus opposition, who has I have been informed, recently, and for no apparent reason, accountable or otherwise, transported himself to another breeding-land of political joy and palpable human indifference), upon those matters which, to repeat, for perhaps the benefit of those many worthwhile individuals, who, like I am, are too sorrowfully grieved at the scurrilous and vindictive attack upon my reputation, perpetrated by the twiceaforementioned base and grateles villain—concerning those matters which were, indeed, to be brief, censured so groundlessly by the triceaforementioned person, whose name will not venture to impart upon your ears, in last week's otherwise ineffable. but in this matter inexcusably treacherous Salient,... as I have, I repeat, in order briefly to return to the subject in hand, through my brilliant thetical observations, affirmed my most humble opinion, which I will summarise at length, that the perpetrator of such abdominations, and here I utilise his very word, if sane, is committing an act. yes I say, a sacriligious act of blasphemy, against all the higher, and more righteous ego of my person (incorporating the most advanced inculcations of spiritual and ethical justice)—so consequently (and once again I repeat), as the scriptures assert: "Wrath shall return wrath, and lightning shall return lightning, until heaven become hell once more, and our hearts be ruled by fire" (James 7 v. 20583 SV), or as the great mediaeval philosopher and theologian. Jeh. Amen, mentioned: "
Mitchell Mightee mochte 
Bya Nightee."


Vowed to eternal vengeance Fr. J. S. Hales Esq., Grand Prophet and Acting God.



Abridged—e
d.






Founder



Sir—There is a touching modesty in Barry Mitcalfe's comment in your last issue on my assestment of the nature of the Committee on Vietnam.


I have not ceased to be amazed at the ungenerous attitude of the waves of protesters who followed Barry in the COV.


There have been some quite amazing attempts to belittle the contribution he made to the organisation and what ft stood for.


This has been in the period since he made his decision to abdicate from the chairmanship of the COV.


Had it not been for the personality of this very human human, all those diverse elements in the protest movement would never have been as cohesive as they were.


He was successful where contemporaries were not. Larry Ross, and William Hall, for example, likewise charged with strong feeling against the war, were unable to make the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation "stick" in the New Zealand context.


Now it seems that Barry feels a personal need to display the personal humility of one subjected to some ungrateful pressures.


He wrote that he was responsible, but with others, for the foundation of the COV.


If there is a need to set the historical record straight as to just who did "found" the COV, Barry ought to be seen in a wider perspective than he placed himself.


I call him founder just because he was, as he says, "midwife".


Had I written about those who "fostered the child" I would have Riven due credit, as he does, to Nick Rosenberg, Jan McElwee, Adrian Webster and the Melsers.


However, to do so is insufficient. Other individuals, too numerous to name, and sometimes I feel, too difficult to trace, contributed in various ways.


But this is the significant point.


Barry brought together and welded these diverse individuals, and these numerous groups who became linked to the COV— some of which I listed in my Salient article.


The Vietnam protest movement sprang out of the social climate in which it had lain latent for some time.



Anthony Haas.







Nudes



Sir—Regarding your "Art" column, in the issue of April 30, which begins: "It's about time the Wellington City Council woke up ..."


May I suggest that it's about time that your correspondent woke up to the fact that the National Art Gallery is—as its name implies—a New Zealand gallery administered by the Internal Affairs Department.


If the paucity of "nudes" in the gallery is, as your correspondent suggests, a poor show, then perhaps the Wellington City Council is to be commended for having at least presented one of the three the gallery does have.


Perhaps the University could present one?


Public Relations Officer,


City of Wellington.



J. G. Thomson







Unclear



Sir—What is the point of having record listening facilities in the University Library if, when you wish to hear a record, the staff will not play it at sufficient volume to allow you to hear it?


I realise that noise filters through the ventilation system and disturbs those working.


But, what is the point of having these facilities, costing probably over $1,500, if you cannot hear the piece requested at a volume level loud enough to enable you to hear the music.


On two occasions I have requested a record and it has been played so quietly that I could only just hear the singing and none of the background music.


I think this atrocious considering it would only take the muffling of the ventilation system to correct this ailment.



L. G. Smith.







Boobs



Sir—Apart from one or two mishaps on the centre pages the general consensus of opinion is that 
Salent in 1968 is a student publication of very high standard.


However 
Salient 9 comes to us with a new look: the "facially haemorraged" look and I am told will continue to do so for at least the next 16 issues.


Must student publications be for the ego involvement and profiteering of the advertising staff? If so, any chance of Salient's winning the Press Prize in August is, as I see it, out.



[I don't care what colour their money is, if it covers the whole of the production costs of three issues of 
Salient —ed.]



Robert W. Joiner.







Matter



Sir—"Can a scientist be a Christian?" K. P. Perry has raised this interesting question but has failed to answer it, even if he has entitled his article "You can be a Christian and a Scientist."


He has done little more to define science or religion than say that they are both related to truth.


When he goes one step further to state that science and religion cannot be antagonistic because "truths cannot be mutually contradictory," he is claiming that both science and religion are "true" but appears to believe that the "truth" of science is different from the "truth" of religion.


One wonders what he means by "truth".


As a materialist and scientist (but not a Christian) I would suggest that neither science nor religion are true in an absolute sense.


Modern science accepts the existence of the objective world and understands truth to be that knowledge which correctly reflects this objective world.


Thus scientists would claim that truth is objective, i.e. is independent of man.


Science is the imperfect, but ever improving, knowledge we have which imperfectly reflects the objective world.


In the process of obtaining knowledge about the objective world the scientist assumes that all the objects and phenomena of the objective world are, in theory, capable of being understood, and are the sole source of his knowledge.


In principle, we could define Christianity as the philosophy expounded by Jesus Christ.


But there appears to be much disagreement on what exactly this was, and many Christians would prefer a wider definition.


However, unless a Christian can accept the existence of an objective world which is the sole source of our knowledge, he can not be a scientist.


K. P. Perry claims that the "materialist evolutionist" works from the "initial postulate that only matter exists."


But, as matter cannot evolve of itself an evolutionist must accept a wider initial postulate.


Indeed, science would not have reached the understanding of reality that it has today if it had not rejected this vulgar materialism. The evidence of evolution, together with the other great discoveries made at about the same time, led to scientists accepting not only the existence of matter but also the existence of motion.


Evolution then, is a form of motion of matter. The modern scientist materialist sees motion as being the mode of existence of matter—the two being inseperable.



K. W. Perrott.







Amnesty



Sir—I wish to inform you that 1968 is Human Rights Year. 1968 is the twentieth year of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.


The United Nations at the request of the Secretary-General is marking the occasion by planning to intensify the practical work being done to ensure the Declaration is fully implemented by all governments.


Amnesty International plans to declare an International Prisoner of Conscience week in November. This organisation is striving for the general acceptance of Articles 18 and 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights into our political and social thinking. Article 18:—


"Everybody has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes the freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom either alone or in community with others. And in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching. practice, worship and observance," Article 19:—


"Everyone has the right of opinion and expression, this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media regardless of frontiers."


On the basis of these two articles, Amnesty International attempts to aid in every way, people imprisoned as a result of the denial of their rights. Worldwide prisoners of conscience are contacted by Amnesty groups and their cases are investigated in hopes of legal forms of aid being discovered.


Their trials are attended by observers and by lawyers to ensure a fair hearing.


Letters written to influential people and governments plead for the release of the prisoners on the grounds of their rights, principles and health.


Amnesty has no connection with religions or, political groups, but tries to aid on purely humanitarian grounds with money, food, clothing and books.


None of the prisoners aided have advocated or used violence.


In these ways, whether 1968 is Human Rights Year or not, Amnesty International tries to prevent the nameless, faceless thousands of prisoners of conscience from being forgotten.



Rosemary Ross.
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Sir—... and so consequently, as I have, through my brilliantly analytical thetical observations, concerning those matters which, as my erstwhile acquaintance, the selfsame and selfcalled obt. and humble James (need I mention) Mitchell, regarded with, I may add without, I hope, falling into the absurdly pretentious snare of loquaciousness, which, I may humbly be permitted to observe, the aforementioned critical moral advisor attempts too, too readily, regarded with (I repeat) excessive and, venture to suggest, brutal wrath and ire, from the position, may I presume to envisage, of one of her most powerful and honourable Majesty's revered and beknighted Druid high-priests who, mark the expression, strides along, nose-up-lifted, tie glistening, fiery cross brandished (and other pertinent phrasial expressions, descriptive of a bigoted reactionary fanatic (and here I must add that I am in no way drawing facetious comparisons to a former honourable member of our 'petite' (to use a French term) campus opposition, who has I have been informed, recently, and for no apparent reason, accountable or otherwise, transported himself to another breeding-land of political joy and palpable human indifference), upon those matters which, to repeat, for perhaps the benefit of those many worthwhile individuals, who, like I am, are too sorrowfully grieved at the scurrilous and vindictive attack upon my reputation, perpetrated by the twiceaforementioned base and grateles villain—concerning those matters which were, indeed, to be brief, censured so groundlessly by the triceaforementioned person, whose name will not venture to impart upon your ears, in last week's otherwise ineffable. but in this matter inexcusably treacherous Salient,... as I have, I repeat, in order briefly to return to the subject in hand, through my brilliant thetical observations, affirmed my most humble opinion, which I will summarise at length, that the perpetrator of such abdominations, and here I utilise his very word, if sane, is committing an act. yes I say, a sacriligious act of blasphemy, against all the higher, and more righteous ego of my person (incorporating the most advanced inculcations of spiritual and ethical justice)—so consequently (and once again I repeat), as the scriptures assert: "Wrath shall return wrath, and lightning shall return lightning, until heaven become hell once more, and our hearts be ruled by fire" (James 7 v. 20583 SV), or as the great mediaeval philosopher and theologian. Jeh. Amen, mentioned: "
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Sir—There is a touching modesty in Barry Mitcalfe's comment in your last issue on my assestment of the nature of the Committee on Vietnam.


I have not ceased to be amazed at the ungenerous attitude of the waves of protesters who followed Barry in the COV.


There have been some quite amazing attempts to belittle the contribution he made to the organisation and what ft stood for.


This has been in the period since he made his decision to abdicate from the chairmanship of the COV.


Had it not been for the personality of this very human human, all those diverse elements in the protest movement would never have been as cohesive as they were.


He was successful where contemporaries were not. Larry Ross, and William Hall, for example, likewise charged with strong feeling against the war, were unable to make the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation "stick" in the New Zealand context.


Now it seems that Barry feels a personal need to display the personal humility of one subjected to some ungrateful pressures.


He wrote that he was responsible, but with others, for the foundation of the COV.


If there is a need to set the historical record straight as to just who did "found" the COV, Barry ought to be seen in a wider perspective than he placed himself.


I call him founder just because he was, as he says, "midwife".


Had I written about those who "fostered the child" I would have Riven due credit, as he does, to Nick Rosenberg, Jan McElwee, Adrian Webster and the Melsers.


However, to do so is insufficient. Other individuals, too numerous to name, and sometimes I feel, too difficult to trace, contributed in various ways.


But this is the significant point.


Barry brought together and welded these diverse individuals, and these numerous groups who became linked to the COV— some of which I listed in my Salient article.


The Vietnam protest movement sprang out of the social climate in which it had lain latent for some time.



Anthony Haas.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968

Nudes




Nudes



Sir—Regarding your "Art" column, in the issue of April 30, which begins: "It's about time the Wellington City Council woke up ..."


May I suggest that it's about time that your correspondent woke up to the fact that the National Art Gallery is—as its name implies—a New Zealand gallery administered by the Internal Affairs Department.


If the paucity of "nudes" in the gallery is, as your correspondent suggests, a poor show, then perhaps the Wellington City Council is to be commended for having at least presented one of the three the gallery does have.


Perhaps the University could present one?


Public Relations Officer,


City of Wellington.



J. G. Thomson
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Sir—What is the point of having record listening facilities in the University Library if, when you wish to hear a record, the staff will not play it at sufficient volume to allow you to hear it?


I realise that noise filters through the ventilation system and disturbs those working.


But, what is the point of having these facilities, costing probably over $1,500, if you cannot hear the piece requested at a volume level loud enough to enable you to hear the music.


On two occasions I have requested a record and it has been played so quietly that I could only just hear the singing and none of the background music.


I think this atrocious considering it would only take the muffling of the ventilation system to correct this ailment.
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Sir—Apart from one or two mishaps on the centre pages the general consensus of opinion is that 
Salent in 1968 is a student publication of very high standard.


However 
Salient 9 comes to us with a new look: the "facially haemorraged" look and I am told will continue to do so for at least the next 16 issues.


Must student publications be for the ego involvement and profiteering of the advertising staff? If so, any chance of Salient's winning the Press Prize in August is, as I see it, out.



[I don't care what colour their money is, if it covers the whole of the production costs of three issues of 
Salient —ed.]



Robert W. Joiner.
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Sir—"Can a scientist be a Christian?" K. P. Perry has raised this interesting question but has failed to answer it, even if he has entitled his article "You can be a Christian and a Scientist."


He has done little more to define science or religion than say that they are both related to truth.


When he goes one step further to state that science and religion cannot be antagonistic because "truths cannot be mutually contradictory," he is claiming that both science and religion are "true" but appears to believe that the "truth" of science is different from the "truth" of religion.


One wonders what he means by "truth".


As a materialist and scientist (but not a Christian) I would suggest that neither science nor religion are true in an absolute sense.


Modern science accepts the existence of the objective world and understands truth to be that knowledge which correctly reflects this objective world.


Thus scientists would claim that truth is objective, i.e. is independent of man.


Science is the imperfect, but ever improving, knowledge we have which imperfectly reflects the objective world.


In the process of obtaining knowledge about the objective world the scientist assumes that all the objects and phenomena of the objective world are, in theory, capable of being understood, and are the sole source of his knowledge.
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But there appears to be much disagreement on what exactly this was, and many Christians would prefer a wider definition.


However, unless a Christian can accept the existence of an objective world which is the sole source of our knowledge, he can not be a scientist.


K. P. Perry claims that the "materialist evolutionist" works from the "initial postulate that only matter exists."
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Indeed, science would not have reached the understanding of reality that it has today if it had not rejected this vulgar materialism. The evidence of evolution, together with the other great discoveries made at about the same time, led to scientists accepting not only the existence of matter but also the existence of motion.


Evolution then, is a form of motion of matter. The modern scientist materialist sees motion as being the mode of existence of matter—the two being inseperable.
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Sir—I wish to inform you that 1968 is Human Rights Year. 1968 is the twentieth year of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.


The United Nations at the request of the Secretary-General is marking the occasion by planning to intensify the practical work being done to ensure the Declaration is fully implemented by all governments.


Amnesty International plans to declare an International Prisoner of Conscience week in November. This organisation is striving for the general acceptance of Articles 18 and 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights into our political and social thinking. Article 18:—
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Their trials are attended by observers and by lawyers to ensure a fair hearing.
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None of the prisoners aided have advocated or used violence.


In these ways, whether 1968 is Human Rights Year or not, Amnesty International tries to prevent the nameless, faceless thousands of prisoners of conscience from being forgotten.
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Triboldies reviewed


New Zealand literature can be of two sorts. It can have an obvious relation to life in New Zealand. Janet Frame's Owls Do Cry is of this sort


Or it can have no obvious relation to any reality. Denis List's 
Return of the Triboldies is of the latter sort.


This latter sort is particularly possible in New Zealand because New Zealanders are so used to reading literature which has no relation to anything within our experience that we almost think it is the most natural sort of literature.


Of course, such non-realistic literature does have some relation to New Zealand conditions. It does, I believe, reflect an important part of our cultural experience, in particular our attitude to existence.


In older societies, the individual is so insulated by cultural conventions and values that he is hardly ever brought face to face with ultimate existence.


New Zealauders, however, have a society that is so new and threadbare that almost all New Zealanders are exposed to the chill winds of the ultimate.


It is this special New Zealand experience of the ultimate that Dennis List is giving expression to in his 
Return of the Triboldies.



The Return of the Triboldies opens with Ocarina dreaming of the homeland of his people. It is not difficult to see that this is "Home". England, Europe. But List knows that for New Zealanders "Home" is the grave and nothing else.


Clearly, 
The Return will be an account of the Tribodies' arch for "Home".


Dennis List has a number of qualities which make him suitable for this work. He has an excellent prose style. He can present character. He has a talent for whimsy that can sustain his narrative.


List is not trying to describe the New Zealand situation in realistic terms. He depicts the New Zealand situation through a fantasy.


The Triboldies have a society in which poets, philosophers, and magicians have an important place. If this reflects the New Zealand situation, these characters must be seen ironically. In fact, List sees them almost in a Swiftian light. But List's touch is lighter, kinder.




[image: Pat Evison in "The Killing of Sister George". We apologise to both actresses for printing the wrong photograph last week.]
Pat Evison in "The Killing of Sister George". We apologise to both actresses for printing the wrong photograph last week.





—Niel Wright.
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Dukie Wows Em Down Under (
writes Gavin prik, Our-Man-In-The Blood and Bone-Barrel).



Right from the moment whet his built-up shoes hit the tarmac (
and three grovelling MP's) 
this Itinerant Prince Charming was made to feel at home.



A milling crowd of nine spontaneously broke into the Maori 
[
unclear: chant]



With tears in his eyes His Royal Highness whispered something to a police official.



Shortly afterwards the nine admirers were led to a waiting Black Maria.



This was to set the tone for the whole visit.



Then it was on to Parliament where he autographed the Prime Minister whilst hovering tree inches off the ground in an Iroquois helicopter (
on loan from the Fijian Air Force)
.



The giddy whirl continued with a lightning drive to Taita where DSIR scientists are working round the clock to produce synthetic mud.



The Duke startled his audience immediately by pointing at a huge vat of the apalling stuff and mouthing "Mud."



"He showed a knowledge way beyond what we were told to expect," exuded Horace Snarl (
Professor of Bumbledom)
.



"He even knew the difference between four million gallons of 
mud and a plate of pretzels.



"I wouldn't have thought that Royalty would have been interested in that sort of thing."



As he left this establishment (
bearing a specially-frozen hunk of mud for Prince Andrew) 
he was farewelled by pupils of Taita College who had not allowed the torrential rain to prevent them from being herded on to a playing field to wave goodbye.



Indeed all the way through the Hurt Valley workers were seen to down tools and react spontaneously, (492 
of them will appear in Court on Wednesday)
.



It was whilst he was on his way back to the Capital that newsmen witnessed one of the most touching moments of the Tour.



As he was ascending the steps to Parliament Buildings the Duke suddenly spun round and appeared to grind a camera lens into the startled eyeball of a stray photographer.



"He was so relaxed," enthused the hapless cameraman later.



Inside Parliament again, the Duke spoke for a moment with the Prime Minister who extolled the virtues of a new kind of haircream he was using.



"Ever since I started using this stuff the National Party has not lost a General Election," boasted Keith.



His Royal Highness displayed a keen knowledge of New Zealand politics by retorting quick as a flash:



"Then why don't you smear it over the Taj Mahal?"



Needless to say this brought the house down.



After the State Luncheon, the Duke spoke for five hours about nothing in particular and painstakingly avoided any reference to such controversial subjects as welfare services on Pitcairn Island, the teaching of Esperanto in the Marlborough Sounds and the Pill for Prince Charles.



Instead he chose to emphasise the ties that bind whilst pointing out that Britain leads the World in boredom and irrelevance, two of the qualities most notably exported to the Commonwealth.



Mr Holyoake's speech was to prove him correct.



His opening sentence was a gem:



"In New Zealand today there are nine thousand people without work. In France there are eight 
Million ! ! !"



The evening was spent freely with no official engagements.



But it is officially rumoured that Prince Philip spent it visiting a distant cousin who runs a "dancing academy" in Vivian Street....
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Films: Pleasing


A mixed bag for review this week. The new releases were relatively pleasing although light-weight in substance. Roger Vadim's latest high glossy to reach Wellington featured a good deal of Jane Fonda (at present Mrs. Vadim and loving it) trendily photographed by Claude Renoir (who else?). The plot outline of 
The Game is Over came via Emile Zola, although the treatment rather under-estimated the original. At least we were able to share some of the screen's more intimate possibilities which film companies (and the censor) do not usually allow us to see. Peter McEnery as the spritely youth and Michel Piccoli as the estranged and vindictive husband ensured that the film rose above its projected fate as yet another demonstration of Vadim's prolific sexual voracity.


Broadway musicals are inevitably filmed, some more successfully than others. One couldn't really expect New Zealand audiences to be enraptured by a slightly acid dig at American business morals, but David Swift's 
How 
To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying was diverting enough entertainment. The onus fell squarely on the shoulders of boyish and dimunitive Robert Morse— and he did well. To sustain the highly fanciful plot needs large resources of acting ability. The music by Frank Loesser was familiar and spicy; the choreography a welcome change. Burnett Guffey's photography (he did this before 
Bonnie and Clyde) was good within the restrictions of the studio, and had more colour than most sets except perhaps those used by Jerry Lewis in, for example, 
The Ladies' Man.


That prolific master of high-sophisticate humour, Blake Edwards, was credited with overall production of 
Water-hole No. 3. It seems that his name was used by his relative Owen Crump to find the money for this off-beat western giggle, featuring James Coburn. The director was Wiilam Graham, a new recruit from TV. Coburn's leather features vied for equal place with Roger Miller's ballad for honours in this cute movie. The censor had snipped footage which contained more of Carroll O'Connor than we saw, and the whole romp was really quite immoral All power to big-names like Blake Edwards who are sponsoring this new immorality which certainly would not have been made a few years ago.


Hayley Mills has had a long movie career already. Her more recent films have had a hard time to extend her image'as a matinee drawcard. Erstwhile suitor Roy Boulting hit the jackpot with the R18 certificate 
The Family Way although Wellington saw 
Gypsy Girl later although made before. 
The Family Way was one of the few objectionable films I have seen. Not for its subject matter, but its totally smutty treatment: no doubt the reason for its popularity. 
A Matter Of Innocence is by far a better film with restrained direction by Guy Green. Young Hayley loses her virginity yet again, but in what better style than in the company of Shashi Kapoor, the Indian star of 
Shakespeare Wallah? Noel Coward's story was adapted by Waterhouse and Hall, although the film's main success is Singapore, a city with its exotic delights and equally exotic people. Trevor Howard is his craggy usual and little-seen Brenda de Banzie is excellent from her first cream cake to her last swim.


While in Christchurch recently it was a great experience to see Peter Brook's film of Peter Weiss' 
Marat/Sade. Although this film has been screened in both Christchurch and Auckland, it seems that the print is being sent to the Sydney film festival. It has been rejected by the Kerridge organisation for Wellington screening, and although it is promised for the Lido here, chances appear doubtful. This will be a great pity, for Brook has achieved much in filming this difficult and powerful play. A constantly moving camera with gruelling use of zoom and close-ups allows us to get right into the action behind the prison bars. While this changes the concept of the play as it was originally intended, in film the audience is forced to overcome the detachment of the cinema, to be assaulted by the screen. To see the 
Marat/Sade film is to undergo creative brain-washing.



—Nevil Gibson
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Mr. C. Mountford, secretary of the NZRFL., suggested last August that a VUW rugby league club be formed. The club came into being in October with the adoption of a constitution and election of interim officers.


The speed with which the club was formed was due mainly to the efforts of A. Ware, G. McBride and T. Smith who recruited about 20 members.


The AGM was held on 20th March and 10 days later, the Rugby League Club fielded its first team against Porirua City (a senior side) and lost narrowly 25-23.


To date this team has played 2 other games: against St. George A (lost 35-11) and against Marist (lost 17-14).


These losses have done nothing to lower the morale of the 27-member club as each of these teams was an established side, with 6-7 weeks of training behind them.


The prime aim of the club is to promote rugby league in this and other universities. Latest reports suggest that Massey will this year field a rugby league team in the Manawatu League.


Their venture into rugby league has been largely inspired by our initial success.


It is also thought that Canterbury University will have a rugby league club for the 1969 season.


This increase in the number of universities playing rugby league and the introduction of the code into last year's Winter Tournament, suggests that the game will become a regular feature of the August tournament.


The formation of the club has been greatly helped by generous assistance from the Wellington Rugby Football League and the NZ Council.


It appears that the decision taken by the Secretary-organiser late last August, to attempt to introduce rugby league to Victoria University, has been fully vindicated.


To the left is a photograph of the first ever Victoria University rugby league team.


A spokesman for the club said new members were welcome and should contact the Secretary Alan Ware telephone: 27-608.
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High shooting


Different from other sports, in that it demands a keen eye and a steady hand rather than physical strength or fitness, shooting has an appeal of its own.


It is also one of the few sports in which men and women are able to compete on equal terms.


Women members have always played a prominent role in the Vic Club's activities.


The Club has the use of the Brooklyn Club's 25yd indoor range on Bruce Ave for their Club night each Monday.


Among the equipment owned by the Club is a good number of BSA target rifles, which all members are free to use at no charge.


In the Club are qualified coaches, who are present to help beginners and others.


Details of the facilities available and how to get to the range are on the Club noticeboard.


Competitions are run within the Club, and teams are entered in the Wellington Associations inter-club series.


Teams of all grades representing Wellington generally have a disproportionately large number of Varsity Club members.


In August a team of five is sent to the NZU Winter Tournament, this year to be held in Wellington. New members are eligible.


The Club invites all interested people to contact Norm Robieson, phone 28-385 (evenings).
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That Feminine Touch


Hockey Writer



The hockey season is now well under way and Victoria has again entered two teams in the senior women's competition.


One team is in the 1st Grade and the other in the 2nd Grade.


Last year, placings were 5th and 3rd in these grades, respectively.


With Winter Tournament in Wellington this year, two teams of a good standard are required.


To achieve this, two coaches have been appointed.


Mr John Scott, a Senior Men's Hockey player is coaching the A team, and Mrs. V. Bogle, last year's coach, is in charge of the B team.


The loss of seven of last year's 1st Grade players has caused a major team reshuffle.


It is hoped that the completely new combination settles down quickly.


The A team players to return are Janette McKay, a Wellington "B" representative last year, Margaret Henderson, Alison McNeill-Adams, and Caroline Auret.


Several of 1967's B team have returned. A number of 1st Year students also comprise the team, Sandra McColl, and ex-Taranaki representative, being one asset.


This year's enthusiastic approach to the game and the promising appearance of the teams should ensure that achievements are improved.
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Soccer Slips Improved


One of the things previously lacking in varsity soccer teams has been adequate pre-season preparation however this year this has improved considerably with well-attended practices and friendly fixtures before the start of the season.


Recently two teams travelled to the South Island for games in Nelson and Marlborough. On the Saturday the first team met Nelson United, reputedly the top Nelson club, and played excellent football to win 2 goals to nil, both being scored by left-winger Robin Fox. The second team won comfortably against United 7 goals to 4.


The second team had little difficulty in defeating a youthful Marlborough College team by 10-1, however for the first team lost 3-0 to Grosvenor Rovers.


The ground was atrocious and the control of the game left much to be desired. Neither of these factors can excuse the woeful performance of Vic players, in complete contrast to the standard of play on the previous day. Nevertheless it was a highly enjoyable and beneficial trip which looks like becoming an annual event.


On the same weekend two teams travelled to Masterton and played friendly games against Masterton Athletic. The A team did very well to hold the Masterton Athletic Central League team for half the game although the final score was 7-3. The Varsity B team won their game 5-3.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968

[advert]






[image: Glenvale Sweet Golden Sherry]




[image: New Zealand Library School]




[image: Technical Books Ltd.]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968

Newsheet — Week Starting Tuesday May 28






Newsheet — Week Starting Tuesday May 28




Tuesday 28


1-2 p.m. 
Forum on 
Sub lawn if fine in CCR if wet.


5 p.m. Ramsay House. Bible Study Ang. Soc.


6-7 p.m. Quiet Room. Atheist Society A.G.M. All welcome.






Wednesday 29


8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. Holy Communion celebrated by the N.C.C. Chaplain. Members of all churches are invited to attend.


12.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Playreading "The Ham Funeral" by Patrick While, modern Australian writer, produced by Tony Lenart.


1-1.15 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers weekly. All welcome.


3.30 p.m. Downstairs, 28 Kelburn Parade. Thé Dansant. Coffee, French conversation, French music.


5.30 p.m. Activities Room. Auditions for "The Fire Raisers" by Max Frisch to be produced by Chris Thompson. Actors and backstage workers, including stage manager, producer's assistant and wardrobe mistress all needed. This is the second major production of the VUW Drama Club.


7.30 p.m. Men's and Women's Common Rooms. La Chanson Francaise: Pot-pourri des dernières années par Mme. Ferry. Vin et fromage.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Film Soc. showing of "Rapture."


8 p.m. Royal Society Rooms, Buckle Street. "Aspects of the Immune Response to Infection" speakers from Wallaceville Animal Research Centre.






Thursday 30


12.30-1.30 p.m. Ramsay House. Hunger lunch. 25 cents for relief of world hunger.


1-1.15 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers weekly. All welcome.


1 p.m. Common Common Room. VUW Labour Club "Youth and University in the Labour Parly." Peter Blizard and Roger Boshier Conference delegates and Roderic Alley, Political Scientist. A. Haas, Chairman. Open to all.


1.10 p.m. Music Room, Hunter Building. Music Department recital. Wellington Harmonic Society Small Choir (conductor Dobbs Franks), Jenny McLeod and Frederick Page perform works by Isak, Senfl, Lassus, Sweelinck, Scheidt, Schutz, J. S. Bach, Farquhar.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Folk Music Club Concert. Remember the Orientation concert? Come along and have another swinging evening with Folk Club celebrities.






Friday 31


1-1.15 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers weekly. All welcome.


1.15 p.m. RB108. Ang. Soc. Eucharist.


7.30 p.m. Men's and Women's Common Rooms. Geography Society wine and cheese evening. 85 cents single, $1.50 double. Tickets at Stud. Ass. Office.






Saturday 1


10 a.m. Harrier Club visit to Massey. Transport leaves No. 9 platform, Wellington railway station at 10.00 a.m. Fare $2.00 return. Returning same day. New harriers especially welcome.






Coming events


Friday 7th June, 9.30 p.m. to 2 a.m. Student Union Building, 
Ski Club Ball. Supper and refreshments provided. Tickets $7.50 available Stud. Ass. Office. 5th-15th June, Memorial Theatre. Ngaio Revue presents "Finnian's Rainbow" bookings at D.I.C.


Wednesday 12th June. First lecture in the 
Winter Term Lecture Series "New Horizons in Science." These lectures will be of great interest to staff and students in all Faculties of the University. Memorial Theatre.


Monday 10th June. 
First film in series on the Visual Arts in the Memorial Theatre. 1-2 p.m. arranged by the Department of English VUW. This series runs for the whole of the second term, except Study Week.


Friday 21st Saturday 22nd June. Memorial Theatre. 
VUW International Club Concert.


Friday 21st June, Concert Chamber, Town Hall. VUW Debating Society 
62nd Annual Plunket Medal Oratory Contest. Intending contestants MUST notify Barbara Foot, Secretary, Debating Society, c/- Stud. Ass. by 1st June. The medal will be presented by His Excellency the Governor-General.




Examination Entries 1968


Students are reminded that examination entries close with the Registrar on 1st June 1968. Late entries are accepted within three weeks after the ordinary closing date with a late fee of $10.00. Thereafter they may be accepted with the same late fee subject to the approval of the Vice-Chancellor.


During the 2nd and 3rd Terms the 
Sandwich Lunch Bar will be open on Saturdays between 10.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m., commencing 25th May. The Sandwich Lunch Bar will not be open on Saturday 1st June, Queen's Birthday Weekend.




Queen's Birthday Weekend Opening


The Student Union Building and Gymnasium will be open as usual on Saturday and Sunday 1st and 2nd June. On Monday 3rd June the S.U.B. will be open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and the Gymnasium from 9.15 a.m. to 9.30 p.m.
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8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. Holy Communion celebrated by the N.C.C. Chaplain. Members of all churches are invited to attend.


12.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Playreading "The Ham Funeral" by Patrick While, modern Australian writer, produced by Tony Lenart.


1-1.15 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers weekly. All welcome.


3.30 p.m. Downstairs, 28 Kelburn Parade. Thé Dansant. Coffee, French conversation, French music.


5.30 p.m. Activities Room. Auditions for "The Fire Raisers" by Max Frisch to be produced by Chris Thompson. Actors and backstage workers, including stage manager, producer's assistant and wardrobe mistress all needed. This is the second major production of the VUW Drama Club.


7.30 p.m. Men's and Women's Common Rooms. La Chanson Francaise: Pot-pourri des dernières années par Mme. Ferry. Vin et fromage.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Film Soc. showing of "Rapture."
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12.30-1.30 p.m. Ramsay House. Hunger lunch. 25 cents for relief of world hunger.
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1 p.m. Common Common Room. VUW Labour Club "Youth and University in the Labour Parly." Peter Blizard and Roger Boshier Conference delegates and Roderic Alley, Political Scientist. A. Haas, Chairman. Open to all.


1.10 p.m. Music Room, Hunter Building. Music Department recital. Wellington Harmonic Society Small Choir (conductor Dobbs Franks), Jenny McLeod and Frederick Page perform works by Isak, Senfl, Lassus, Sweelinck, Scheidt, Schutz, J. S. Bach, Farquhar.


7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre. VUW Folk Music Club Concert. Remember the Orientation concert? Come along and have another swinging evening with Folk Club celebrities.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968

Friday 31




Friday 31


1-1.15 p.m. SCM Cabin. Prayers weekly. All welcome.


1.15 p.m. RB108. Ang. Soc. Eucharist.
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Friday 7th June, 9.30 p.m. to 2 a.m. Student Union Building, 
Ski Club Ball. Supper and refreshments provided. Tickets $7.50 available Stud. Ass. Office. 5th-15th June, Memorial Theatre. Ngaio Revue presents "Finnian's Rainbow" bookings at D.I.C.


Wednesday 12th June. First lecture in the 
Winter Term Lecture Series "New Horizons in Science." These lectures will be of great interest to staff and students in all Faculties of the University. Memorial Theatre.


Monday 10th June. 
First film in series on the Visual Arts in the Memorial Theatre. 1-2 p.m. arranged by the Department of English VUW. This series runs for the whole of the second term, except Study Week.


Friday 21st Saturday 22nd June. Memorial Theatre. 
VUW International Club Concert.


Friday 21st June, Concert Chamber, Town Hall. VUW Debating Society 
62nd Annual Plunket Medal Oratory Contest. Intending contestants MUST notify Barbara Foot, Secretary, Debating Society, c/- Stud. Ass. by 1st June. The medal will be presented by His Excellency the Governor-General.




Examination Entries 1968


Students are reminded that examination entries close with the Registrar on 1st June 1968. Late entries are accepted within three weeks after the ordinary closing date with a late fee of $10.00. Thereafter they may be accepted with the same late fee subject to the approval of the Vice-Chancellor.


During the 2nd and 3rd Terms the 
Sandwich Lunch Bar will be open on Saturdays between 10.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m., commencing 25th May. The Sandwich Lunch Bar will not be open on Saturday 1st June, Queen's Birthday Weekend.




Queen's Birthday Weekend Opening


The Student Union Building and Gymnasium will be open as usual on Saturday and Sunday 1st and 2nd June. On Monday 3rd June the S.U.B. will be open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and the Gymnasium from 9.15 a.m. to 9.30 p.m.
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Situations Vacant Commerce Graduates



Applicants. Recently qualified commerce graduates or near graduates of above average ability and academic achievement.



The Positions offer broad public accountancy experience in :


1. Accounting, management and taxation services.


2. Auditing and investigations.


The practical experience is supplemented by an extensive staff training programme, normally including at least one week per annum in formal courses.


Should the successful applicants' work performance be satisfactory, opportunities can be arranged for overseas experience with an international public accounting practice.



The Salary. The commencing salary for new graduates without practical experience is a minimum of $2,200 per annum. Salaries are thereafter reviewed half-yearly and are based entirely on merit.



Professional Development. Leave is usually granted for lectures, professional courses and meetings. The firm generally encourages all forms of accountancy, student and Society of Accountants' activities.



Offices. Our offices are central and new. Applications will be treated in strictest confidence.


Telephone or write to : The Staff Partner, Wilberfoss & Company, Public Acountants


P.O. Box 347, Wellington - Phone70-566
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F. C. Wood Ltd.


Jewellers


122 Willis Street


(Opp. Hotel St. George)



Diamond Rings - Watches Souvenirs, etc.




Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)



Half-way along Willis St.


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.




Suit Hire



•




Ralph Wilkins



Corner Manners and Farish Streets




James Soteros



New Hairdressing Salon



•



47 
Farish Street And 23 Manners Street


For All Student Styles




Barry & Sargent Ltd. Opticians



118 Willis St. -Tel. 45-841




Daysh Renouf & Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169




Coffee



"
The Park"


is situated opposite the fountain in Kelburn Park, 200ft. from the Varsity.



Open every Wednesday and Sunday from 6 p.m.


•


Hosts : Rachel and Jan Calkoen





Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine end spirit people, Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale. spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free delivery—Cellars located at No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




For Quality Meat


call




Upland Road Butchers


86 Upland Road 
Kelburn




Homespun Wool



We supply natural homespun farm wool to skiers, mountaineers, golfers, and to a host of sportsmen and women.


Romney Natural Black


Natural Grey


Black and White Fleck


Super Lambswool, White


Some Home-dyed Natural Shades


Prices from 35c per ounce—ask for samples.


Write today to: 

Gretel's Wool



G.P.O. Box 1786, Christchurch




Hotel St. George




The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.



• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.



• Food available from our "Food Bar", 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking—all facilities.



Entrees, Cold Buffet, Vegetables, Hot Pies




S. 
P. Andrew Studio



Photographers



10 
Willis Street




[image: Downstage theatre cafe]




Commencing 30 April



"
Killing Of Sister George"


by frank Marcus



Produced/by Dick Johnstone With Pat Evison Cecily Polson Marjorie Brooke-White Nancy Krinkel



Dinner 7 p.m. - Show 8.30 p.m.


All Reservations




Telephone 55-739
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Out Side Left


Remember back at the Labour conference when Big Norm had a workout with Princes St. battleaxe Ruth Butterworth over the NZBC?


You might have thought that everybody had been agreeing with Dr Butterworth recently, from Christine Cole up (or, as the case may be, down) and nobody was on Kirk the Murk's side.


But you would have been wrong.


The chairman of Pye Industries Limited thinks Kirk's idea of a second corporation running a second TV channel is great stuff—it might help boost his sales.


Nobody quite knew where Kirk got his ideas from— would Pye be a possibility?


 * * *


Now that everybody is wondering whether the Dominion's sales are going up, down or just staying in one place like the lifts in its Mercer Street building— people should be reminded that it's a long time since the Evening Post issued an audited monthly account of its circulation.


Could it be that the new Evening Post is failing, even with a different pastel-shade-abomination-masthead every day?


 * * *


Did you hear about how 
Salient's Advertising Manager thwarted plans for a special 
Salient competition?


You see, they were going to start a Guess-which-article - is - libellous - this -week thing, the prize a scholarship to do an LL.B. in libel law.


But when the Smart Boys got on to the idea they rushed off to sell the idea to 
Truth saying we'd make more money out of selling the idea to 
Truth than 
Salient would save.


 * * *


Literary news of the week is that Barry Crump's new novel will be about Phil the Pills (otherwise known as the Duke of Edinburgh) visit to Manapouri.


We feature an excerpt, courtesy of the publishers: Well, you see, they'd sacked this Hori because he had a bigger Coronation medal than the boss, and while this boss was looking for his Union Jack so he could prove he wasn't sacking Hori for his loyalty, Hori got into the management fridge and flogged and swiped four kegs of Hokonui, so when Phil got far enough down the tunnel they downed tools and got into the booze.


"Christ," says Phil, on his second flagon, "all you boys must come up to the Castle sometime and we'll have a party.


Trouble is, Liz is a bit down on the booze since the time all the whisky got into the creeks at Glamis.


"The grouse were so stoned for the next week that grouse-shooting had to be called off because it was so cruel to put off the bloody grouse.


"Talk about crows getting stoned."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 10 May 28 1968

Light on rent fog




Light on rent fog


By Denis Phelps



Students who live in flats are being asked to co-operate in a survey of rents and living conditions.


The survey, probably the first of its type in New Zealand, is a questionnaire given to students enrolling for final exams.


The organizer of the survey, Accommodation Committee Chairwoman Sue Kedgley, said it was an attempt to "delve into the mire of accommodation problems."


She said students would be asked about their financial position and how much rent they paid; individually, ("We don't want the total rent of the flat," Sue stressed). They would also be asked about the distance of their flats from University, sharing of facilities and number of occupants.


Students' opinions on the quality of their flats and if they think rents "reasonable" will also be asked.


Information from the survey will be published and is expected to provide the Students' Association with useful background material in its efforts for better accommodation and subsidised rents.


Sue said it was hoped to learn whether there was a tendency towards exploitation of rent prices of flats near the University. How far students have to travel for cheap accommodation, is also related to this.


Another aim of the survey would be to see how much more expensive flatting is in Wellington than in other university towns, if at all.


This information could support the case for bursary differentials.


"A further purpose," Sue said, "is to let next year's students know in advance, what is an average rent.


"Do all students who have taken flats this year know, for instance, that rents are generally down by about $2"?


The survey could also provide some useful information for NZUSA which was interested in the effect that abolition of rent control would have on students.


Emphasising the "highly confidential" nature of the survey, Sue said it had been necessary to ask for names and addresses to avoid duplication of answers.


Sue asks all students to "do their bit"... "Students are always moaning about accommodation problems. Now, at the cost of a minute or two of their time, they can do something."


For those who miss filling in forms at exam enrolment some will be available at the Students' Association office.
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Notice for all clubs



Attention is to be drawn to the 23 
cultural clubs and 20 
sports clubs who have not reaffiliated themselves to the Students' Association.



Their deadline is 14 
June.



Undesirable action could be taken at this time if the concerned clubs do not reaffiliate, present accounts for the year 1967 
and submit audited accounts for the previous year.



This omission concerns several of the larger clubs and is proving to he an inconvenience financially to the association.




This interesting piece of literature was acquired by Doug White, President of the Students' Association, on a recent tour of America.
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Clearing pot shot ideas


By D. F. Cropp



An appeal for a rational attitude toward drugs and drug "addiction" was made recently to the Royal Society.


Mr Henwood, a toxicologist with the DSIR, and Dr Dobson, a psychologist from Christchurch, were addressing the monthly meeting of the biology section of the society.


Mr Henwood said that LSD makes sense impressions much stronger than normal and relations between the senses were disabled.


This was an utterly indescribable experience he explained —one could "see" a smell and "hear" a colour.


Even though muscular co-ordination was greatly impaired, the main effects were mental and sensory rather than physical.


The harmful effects of LSD and marijuana were virtually the same as for any type of drug where behaviour went out of conscious control—as with alcohol.


But there was no evidence that the drugs were harmful in other ways. For example there was no conclusive evidence for the much-reported genetic damage resulting from LSD.


Dr Dobson summed up the psychological effects of these drugs and outlined the cause of addiction.


"LSD and marijuana aren't 'addictive' in the normal physical sense," he said, "but people become socially dependent on them—especially if they are taken to bolster up an already inadequate or neurotic personality."


Both speakers strongly emphasised that very little is yet known about the effects—either mental or physical —of drugs on human beings.


"We must not let moralists prevent valuable research into the good—and evil—effects of these drugs," they concluded.
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