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The Spike - - 
or - - Victoria College Review



The Editorial Committee invite contributions, either in prose or verse, on any subject of general interest, from students or officials in connection with the College. All literary communications should be addressed to 
The Editor, 
Victoria College, Wellington.



Subscriptions are now due, and are payable to Mr. P. W. Robertson, Financial Secretary, Victoria College.
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Editorial




Editorial







"Wherefore praise we famous men



From whose bays we borrow—



They that put aside To-day



Alt the joys of their To-day



And with toil of their To-day



Bought for us To-morrow!"




Kipling.






[image: Devil driving nail through mortarboard]




[image: T]
he greatest act of Cecil Rhodes was his last. Few have yet wakened to the magnitude of the idea and it is probable that no one can jet tally appreciate its importance to the British Empire. Every three years three hundred men of the best stamp will be sent to the ancient University of Oxford to drink in the spirit of English life and of English culture. Every three years three hundred men will seek their native homes with minds strengthened and broadened by contact with the best brain and the best sinew the Empire can produce. In twenty-five years, 2,500 men will have shared the bounty of the great Englishman, will be spreading that which is best in the culture of the past amongst the peoples of the future. There is nothing narrow or parochial in the Bequest of Cecil Rhodes. It is a broad scheme, boldly conceived, nobly planned, — the masterpiece of a statesman.





We do not intend to discuss here the details of the scheme, though we would be false to our name if we did not protest against a spurious denominational contention trumped up by a local contemporary. The conference of experts which met Dr. Parkin in Wellington and fixed the conditions to be observed, seems to have taken every precaution against the dangers which too often shipwreck boys before they feel their feet in the world, and to have guaranteed that our Rhodes Scholars shall be young enough to enter into the spirit of Oxford life. We are glad to be able to publish an article on this vexed question by 
Professor Von Zedlitz, whose opinions, as those of an Oxford man, are especially interesting.


We wish, here, however, to draw attention to the far-reaching nature of Mr. Rhodes' conception from a College point of view. There can be no doubt that healthy and vigorous boys throughout the Empire will look to the Rhodes Scholarship as the height of their ambition. Already they are dreaming of it. The picked boys of our Secondary Schools will seek the University Colleges intent on taking that part in the life of the institution which will prepare them for the larger life of the great University. We venture to assert that our College Clubs will be strengthened by men who will see more clearly than they ever saw before, that the ideal of University life is to produce men strong in mind, strong in body, strong in moral fibre, and that this ideal is worth pursuing. If the Rhodes Scholarship makes this thought more real—more living—the founder will deserve the name of prophet.


The influence which the athletic qualification will have upon the College Athletic Clubs will make itself felt in the interest and importance added to the Inter-University College Tournament. Year by year the results of the Easter Meeting will be handed to the Selectors, and there can be no doubt that they will play a considerable part in determining the successful candidate.


The nomination of the candidates by the Professorial Board should lead the Professors to take a more active interest in the College life. Such a stimulus is not needed here, but Victoria College, we understand, is peculiarly fortunate in this respect. Such nomination, too, will minimise the risk of sending students angling for popularity. We have thus an assurance that the Rhodes Scholarship will stimulate the higher nature of youth without depriving it of that manly and unaffected temper which true virtue demands.


It seems then, that here, even at the uttermost part of the earth, the act of Cecil Rhodes, will, for generations untold, in



cite our youth to manliness and culture. It will inspire not only the Scholars, hut the University and its life; and through the Scholars and the University it will send its generous impulse through the nation. Great and glorious as was the idea in the mind of Cecil Rhodes, we believe that he himself never fathomed the greatness and the glory of his last achievement.




"Bless and praise we famous men—



Men of little showing—



For their work continueth



And their work continueth



Broad and deep continueth,



Great beyond their knowing!"



* * * *


It is with the deepest regret that we have to record in this number the first death amongst our own students. Travelling in Canada with his father, Sir James, who was enjoying a holiday after long and honourable service to the University, Douglas Hector met death in a far off land. To Sir James and Lady Hector, bereaved under such distressing circumstances, the students of Victoria College extend their respectful sympathy.
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The Jacob Joseph Scholarships.


During the last few days death has proclaimed one more friend of Victoria College and of Higher Education. Mr 
Jacob Joseph: dying in the fulness of age, has bequeathed to the city of his adoption two Scholarships of the annual value of £60 each, for all time. Than this there can be no more honourable and lasting memorial.
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University Reform


[
Contributed.]
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e Undergraduates are all proud of our Minister of Education, and admire above all things the ease with which he gets University Degrees without being harassed by examinations or other relics of barbarism. We live in the hope that our own University will take a tip from Cambridge and Edinburgh, so that we may be saved many a weary hour in the lecture-room, and graduate just the same. Under such circumstances life might be tolerable. Instead of breaking down our health in the vain attempt to extract roots from quadratic equations (we have passed the stage of civilisation when men yearned for roots), we might be learning something really useful, e.g., to dance without torture to our partners or to smoke a good cigar. But 
revenons à nos moutons, or rather to the advertiser of our mutton. We are delighted to learn that after shaking up everything in South Africa and in England, he is about to turn his attention nearer home and reform the education of this colony, fie has told us so, and his is the word of a Maori chief, whose word has never been broken. He has begun with characteristic energy by putting the work upon a Parliamentary Committee, the members of which are not embarassed by too much knowledge of the subject. We suggest that they summon all the members of Victoria College, who will be most happy to give the Committee much useful information about education and other matters. Failing this, the Committee might do well to inform themselves of the lines laid down by University reformers in the past. There has been no lack of suggestions, and if the Universities of the Old Country are not so thoroughly reformed as they ought to be, it is not for want of Reform Committees. Indeed, since the Norman Conquest there have been nearly as many of these Committees as there have been Royal Commissions in New Zealand during the last decade. They seem, too, to have this in common with modern Committees, that they effect less in a long time than most other products of human ingenuity, not excepting Parliament. However, they occasionally make admirable suggestions, and if these are not adopted, the blame naturally rests on the opposition party. We understand that the Parliamentary Committee recently established in too busily engaged in settling the liquor problem (it seems that there is a difference of opinion as to which is the best brand



of whiskey) to Lave much time for historical research. We venture to call their attention to some reforms suggested (and occasionally carried out) by their predecessors in office some two hundred years ago:—




	1.
	"A catechist to be appointed to instruct undergraduates at S a.m. on Sunday, and to hear all cases of conscience."


	2.
	In 1452 superfluous oaths were abolished.


	3.
	"Fasting nights to be abolished, and suppers provided in the College hall."


	4.
	"The University bell to be tolled for half-au-hour before evensong" (not during lectures, as at present).


	5.
	"No undergraduate to treat any examiner or other officer (e.g.. registrar) of the University."


	6.
	"No student, to have a debt above 5s. with any person keeping a coffee-house, cook's shop, or any public house whatever."


	7.
	"The President" (i.e., Chairman of College Council) "is the proper entertainer of students' relatives."


	8.
	"Lectures not to be too long, nor too early."


	9.
	Law lecturers were required by Statute (1450) to lecture not 'drawlingly' (tractim) but 'rapidly' (raptim).


	10.
	Students to be restrained from showing their appreciation of lectures by 'shouting, hissing, groaning, or throwing stones.'


	11.
	Students' habit of sitting on benches to be sternly repressed, and the old rule of sitting on the floor strictly enforced "ut ocuasio superbiae a juvenibus secludatur."


	12.
	"Students to be encouraged to do their duty" (e.g., pay their fees) "rather than forced."


	13.
	"A hospital, called Drone Hall, to be built for Professors who live a dronish, slothful life."


	14.
	"All pecuniary punishments to go to the College Council or other poor."


	15.
	"That a Court of Appeal from the dominant power in the University be established."


	16.
	"The examiners to be paid from the stipend of the useless lecturers in Logic, and Mental Science."


	17.
	"Translations from English into Latin to be looked over by the Professor every week. Permission to be given to any that has a genius that way to write English "(or Maori)" verses instead."


	18.
	"A student to be appointed to keep the College Library neat at a payment of four pence a day."


	19.
	"No dogs in College."




	20.
	"Women to be carted out of the University town and not allowed to return before they are fifty years old."


	21.
	"That in the University town the streets be properly paved, and the water be not allowed to run in the middle of them."


	22.
	That the College Council should consider "what gentle methods may be of service to win them over to the Government."


	22
A.
	"No University distinctions to be given to the grossly idle, ignorant, and vicious."


	23.
	"That the new statutes (i.e., Regulations of the Professorial Board) "be Few in Number; Plain in Words; Practicable in Quality; Intelligible by all."



In 1747 we find the head of an Oxford College pleading for the better treatment of the porter. "There is not a greater slave in Turkey than the College porter; and I pronounce that he or his deputy shall die a death immature." All who have watched Mr. St—m—t struggling manfully under the too vast orb of his late will agree with this dictum.


Nothing escaped the keen glance of these reformers of old. Even the lowest menial came in for his share of regard, for we find elaborate regulations as to the proper dress of the College ostler. We earnestly hope that the Parliamentary Committee will take up the matter of University dress, and deal with it in a statesmanlike manner. The problem is a momentous one and our rulers in the past have shirked their duty in not attacking it seriously. Only last year a jealous and far seeing official of the University reported that the foundations of the institution were being undermined by the shameless conduct of one of our undergraduates. He appeared in a garb more befitting the physical strife of a hockey field than the intellectual agonies of an examination hall. Mirabile dictu (those in doubt consult Bradley or O'R—g—n) the University survives, the fact that it still exists being one more tribute to the superiority of our climate, the excellence of our mutton, and the statesmanship of the present government. Certainly the credit is not due to the University Senate, for that august body treated the matter with levity. That Senate was justly doomed, and we hope for better things from the new one, assisted as it will be by a lead from the Parliamentary Committee. For the guidance of that body we reprint some of the regulations and suggestions of byegone days. In 1738 a petition was presented to the University of Cambridge praying "that the dress of the undergraduates be taken into most serious consideration : being in its present state, Indecent, Expensive and Effeminate." This seems to have pro



duced some effect, for shortly afterwards we tind it laid down by Statute that :



	1.
	"No one but a Baron is at liberty to expose himself in a Gresn Gold-lac'd Waistcoat, and Red Breeches."


	2.
	"There must be no forme of excesse in apparell, either other colour than blacke or such like sad colour "(We blush for the spelling of our ancestors. Men with degrees too, some of them honorary!)


	3.
	"That no person that wears a gown" (i.e. no member of the University) "wear boots."


	4.
	"No hatt to be worn, except for infirmities sake with a kerchiffe about his head" (of course provision must be made for mumps).


	5.
	"That no student of what degree or calling soever doe weare within the Universitie or without anye shirte wrought with any kinde of Bylke or other stuffe, but onelye a playne hemme of the small clothe, and one or two stitches at the most, and with white thred onelye, without cutt, purle, stringe, jagge, carving, lace, twiste, pynke, or any such like, but playne as is aforesaid. The falling band of the shirte not to be turned down on the outsyde in any part of it, above two yardes and a halfe."(This is plainly designed to protect the University from the insidious attacks of those abandoned ones who would appear in sweaters).




These are but examples of the regulations about dress that recommended themselves to the wisdom of our ancestors. We have no space for more; but must proceed at once to a subject that has harassed the University authorities for ages. We refer, of course, to the ceremony of conferring degrees. In the 18th century a statute dealing with this ceremony, directs the University jesters to confine themselves to the exercise of refined and classical wit, all vulgar jesting to be prohibited. Another statute informs us that "to rope dancers there is not the same exception as to Players and Musicians." This seems sound sense, although the University of Bologna laid it down that the new graduates must be escorted through the town preceded by three University pipers and four University trumpeters. The graduate had to send a cap, gloves, and a present of sweetmeats to each of the professors and to the Registrar; and to give a banquet to all his University friends. At some of the Spanish Universities the incepting graduates were required to provide a bull fight for the edification of the University. But it is from the regulations for the picturesque conduct of the actual ceremony of conferring the degree that we have most to learn. It is laid down that "the Chancellor must take leave of the



graduate with a paternal embrace arid a kiss of peace (osculurn pacis)." It is further provided that if the Chancellor be otherwise engaged, his duty in this matter may be undertaken by the Registrar. In some Universities the graduate was expected to kiss the Chancellor, the Registrar, and every professor present. But the authorities were determined that there should be no abuse of privileges. They enacted that the kiss must be one "the sound whereof may be heard distinctly within the four walls." This was evidently intended to check the tendency of University dignitaries to indulge in clandestine pleasures. We strongly recommend - - - -


Here we must close abruptly, for the Editor threatens us with the abhorred shears. Much remains yet to be said, whether anything be done or not. Our patriotism would have stirred us to share largely in the talk. We might even have followed (of course at a respectful distance) in the footsteps of that great orator of antiquity who loved to discourse on any public question for a few brief hours. But the Editor is large and unrelenting. We console ourselves with the reflection, that there would be something uncanny about an Editor who did not close a discussion at an inopportune moment, just as there is something uncanny about a woman who has an opportunity of talking and does not seize it (especially during a lecture).
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Debating Society — Urquent Rustice Sane







Debating Society



Urquent Rustice Sane.





"Hic stupet attonitua rostris; hunc plausus hiantem



Per cuneos—geminatus enim plebisque patrumque—



Corripuit"



Vergil.
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ome Debating Societies languish for want of speakers. The Victoria College Debating Society has to cut off its budding orators by "ten o'clock closing ". The younger members of the Society have been specially prominent this year, and a great deal of interest has been shown in the Society by the general public who are always welcome at the meetings. The attendances have been good, though, as usual, thoughts of examinations have reduced the numbers towards the end of the term.


* * * *


The Society uses every effort to adhere to the Syllabus. This year, however, several postponements were necessitated and the Committee resorted to the expedient of holding debates in the short Vacation. This was not a success and one or two of the most interesting subjects were debated with a bare quorum. In spite, however, of postponements, counter attractions and delays, proceedings have never flagged and the Society continues to flourish.


* * * *


It is to be regretted that the Prize Essay Competition fell through. This should be one of the most important events of the year and has in the past resulted in a great deal of interest. The Committee, however, should be careful to choose a subject which the average mind could make a sporting shot at. "Student Types" is more suggestive of artistic than literary enterprise (See our illustration Student Types, No. 1.)


* * * *


The President's Address, which is always one of the most entertaining events of the Session, was delivered this year by




Professor Von Zedlitz. His subject, was "Counters of Thought" or "Lexicographical Anthology"—mysterious expressions which he explained as "words" — "words in the relation of their meanings to human life". 
Professor Von Zedlitz showed "how the general progress of courtesy and refinement of manners is reflected in language" and in a spirit of quaint humour explained the paradoxes of his theories. This was explained by reference to many examples which joined harmoniously in the serio—comic strain. The "degeneration" and "regeneration" of words were appropriately illustrated by such words as "gamble", "hector" "stout" and "ostler."










How's this?




Words in common speech, I ween,



Share the fate of Kings and crowns



And,—like all things human—know



Their ups and downs.






Stout in ancient times they say



Told of joy at trumpet sound;



When not a beverage, now describes



Distance round.



Exceptions may be counted out—



As when we speak of "good old Stout."






Beer a long long time ago



In terms of pureness could lie stated



Now the common verdict is—



Adulterated



Exceptions should be noted here



As when we speak of "Whiskey Beere."





When little lambs frisked on the hill



Or frolicked blythely to the shamble,



Their action yon could rightly call



A harmless "gamble"



But in these days of "sweeps "you see,



A Gamble cannot guileless be.





An 
Ostler was in good old days



A Corpulent and jolly host



But later was a servant kept—



For horses most.



Though obsolete about the Court



There's one survival—great at sport.





Words in common speech, I ween,



Know their ups and downs alike



No better instance could be given



Than the "Spike."



The lecturer concluded with a strong appeal to those who would see English the great world-language to prseerve and cherish the immortal glories of the language of Shakspere.





A College "bard" sends us a "poem" dedicated to the President, Victoria College Debating Society.




As Spring's bright sunshine moves the birds



To fill dark woods with sweet sensation,



So thou mak'st luminous dark words



Of Sweet's narration.





Thine eye perceives in flowers' decay,



(For thine is deepest penetration)



To-morrow's glory—and in slang to-day,



Regeneration.





Oh, may thy genial spirit flood my rhymes,



Impart a joy to all creation,



Preserving still our Shakspere from the time's



Degeneration.















The Debates.


On the first Saturday in the Vacation, H. H. Ostler seconded by G. Toogood, moved "That no event in the History of our Colony has had a more injurious effect upon the morale of its people than the dispatching of Contingents to South Africa" T. Seddon and A J. Thompson opposed. The imperialistic tide set against the movers—and though they made a good fight they were outvoted by a large majority.


The debate with 1 lie Socialist party was the only outside debate of the Session. II. H. Ostler, G. Toogood, A. G. Quartley, A. H. Johnstone and G. F. Dixon represented the College and Messrs Hogg, Fowls, Fagle, Hamilton and Kraig appeared for the Socialists. College opposed the motion "That Collectivism would do away with the present dispute between Capital and Labour." Mr. Hogg's speech in reply was the best of the evening, and the movers were declared victors by one point. The contest was Greatly enjoyed by both sides. The Rev. W. A. Evans and Messrs A. R. Atkinson and R. McNab M.H.R. very kindly acted as judges.


A very lively debate took place on A. G. Tudhope's motion "That the promiscuous reading of magazines is having a baneful influence on the literary taste of the day." This was seconded by G. F. Dixon and opposed by C. Collins and F. P. Kelly. The motion was carried.


The proposition "That to the Individual rather than the Nation the advance of the Empire is due "was propounded by A. G Quartley and with him G. Toogood. F. P. Kelly and F. A. de la Mare opposed, and a well contested debate resulted in a victory for the movers.


The "Parliamentary" debate was a "night out" for the Society. H. P. Richmond was elected Speaker and Miss E. M.





B. Lynch was appointed Clerk of the House—"with power to speak." The King summond! G. Toogood to form a ministry and Cr. F. Dixon received the portfolio of Fisheries whilst. C. Collins became Minister of Finance. K. Kircaldie was Leader of the Opposition and A. G. Quartley and A. G. Tudhope acted as Opposition Whips. The Premier introduced the Referendum Bill and carried the second reading by one vote. Points of order and abusive language made the atmosphere almost as lurid as it is "in another place"—and the Chairman's rulings which are not "recorded as precedents" tended in the direction of expediting business.


The question of "Cremation"—described as a "burning" one by Miss Lynch who seconded G. F. Dixon in support, ended in a "fiery" discussion across comparatively empty benches. R. Mason and C. H. Taylor opposed. Both sides went into somewhat harrowing details. The supporters of Cremation carried the day.
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ome Debating Societies languish for want of speakers. The Victoria College Debating Society has to cut off its budding orators by "ten o'clock closing ". The younger members of the Society have been specially prominent this year, and a great deal of interest has been shown in the Society by the general public who are always welcome at the meetings. The attendances have been good, though, as usual, thoughts of examinations have reduced the numbers towards the end of the term.


* * * *


The Society uses every effort to adhere to the Syllabus. This year, however, several postponements were necessitated and the Committee resorted to the expedient of holding debates in the short Vacation. This was not a success and one or two of the most interesting subjects were debated with a bare quorum. In spite, however, of postponements, counter attractions and delays, proceedings have never flagged and the Society continues to flourish.


* * * *


It is to be regretted that the Prize Essay Competition fell through. This should be one of the most important events of the year and has in the past resulted in a great deal of interest. The Committee, however, should be careful to choose a subject which the average mind could make a sporting shot at. "Student Types" is more suggestive of artistic than literary enterprise (See our illustration Student Types, No. 1.)


* * * *


The President's Address, which is always one of the most entertaining events of the Session, was delivered this year by




Professor Von Zedlitz. His subject, was "Counters of Thought" or "Lexicographical Anthology"—mysterious expressions which he explained as "words" — "words in the relation of their meanings to human life". 
Professor Von Zedlitz showed "how the general progress of courtesy and refinement of manners is reflected in language" and in a spirit of quaint humour explained the paradoxes of his theories. This was explained by reference to many examples which joined harmoniously in the serio—comic strain. The "degeneration" and "regeneration" of words were appropriately illustrated by such words as "gamble", "hector" "stout" and "ostler."










How's this?




Words in common speech, I ween,



Share the fate of Kings and crowns



And,—like all things human—know



Their ups and downs.






Stout in ancient times they say



Told of joy at trumpet sound;



When not a beverage, now describes



Distance round.



Exceptions may be counted out—



As when we speak of "good old Stout."






Beer a long long time ago



In terms of pureness could lie stated



Now the common verdict is—



Adulterated



Exceptions should be noted here



As when we speak of "Whiskey Beere."





When little lambs frisked on the hill



Or frolicked blythely to the shamble,



Their action yon could rightly call



A harmless "gamble"



But in these days of "sweeps "you see,



A Gamble cannot guileless be.





An 
Ostler was in good old days



A Corpulent and jolly host



But later was a servant kept—



For horses most.



Though obsolete about the Court



There's one survival—great at sport.





Words in common speech, I ween,



Know their ups and downs alike



No better instance could be given



Than the "Spike."



The lecturer concluded with a strong appeal to those who would see English the great world-language to prseerve and cherish the immortal glories of the language of Shakspere.





A College "bard" sends us a "poem" dedicated to the President, Victoria College Debating Society.




As Spring's bright sunshine moves the birds



To fill dark woods with sweet sensation,



So thou mak'st luminous dark words



Of Sweet's narration.





Thine eye perceives in flowers' decay,



(For thine is deepest penetration)



To-morrow's glory—and in slang to-day,



Regeneration.





Oh, may thy genial spirit flood my rhymes,



Impart a joy to all creation,



Preserving still our Shakspere from the time's



Degeneration.
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The Debates.


On the first Saturday in the Vacation, H. H. Ostler seconded by G. Toogood, moved "That no event in the History of our Colony has had a more injurious effect upon the morale of its people than the dispatching of Contingents to South Africa" T. Seddon and A J. Thompson opposed. The imperialistic tide set against the movers—and though they made a good fight they were outvoted by a large majority.


The debate with 1 lie Socialist party was the only outside debate of the Session. II. H. Ostler, G. Toogood, A. G. Quartley, A. H. Johnstone and G. F. Dixon represented the College and Messrs Hogg, Fowls, Fagle, Hamilton and Kraig appeared for the Socialists. College opposed the motion "That Collectivism would do away with the present dispute between Capital and Labour." Mr. Hogg's speech in reply was the best of the evening, and the movers were declared victors by one point. The contest was Greatly enjoyed by both sides. The Rev. W. A. Evans and Messrs A. R. Atkinson and R. McNab M.H.R. very kindly acted as judges.


A very lively debate took place on A. G. Tudhope's motion "That the promiscuous reading of magazines is having a baneful influence on the literary taste of the day." This was seconded by G. F. Dixon and opposed by C. Collins and F. P. Kelly. The motion was carried.


The proposition "That to the Individual rather than the Nation the advance of the Empire is due "was propounded by A. G Quartley and with him G. Toogood. F. P. Kelly and F. A. de la Mare opposed, and a well contested debate resulted in a victory for the movers.


The "Parliamentary" debate was a "night out" for the Society. H. P. Richmond was elected Speaker and Miss E. M.





B. Lynch was appointed Clerk of the House—"with power to speak." The King summond! G. Toogood to form a ministry and Cr. F. Dixon received the portfolio of Fisheries whilst. C. Collins became Minister of Finance. K. Kircaldie was Leader of the Opposition and A. G. Quartley and A. G. Tudhope acted as Opposition Whips. The Premier introduced the Referendum Bill and carried the second reading by one vote. Points of order and abusive language made the atmosphere almost as lurid as it is "in another place"—and the Chairman's rulings which are not "recorded as precedents" tended in the direction of expediting business.


The question of "Cremation"—described as a "burning" one by Miss Lynch who seconded G. F. Dixon in support, ended in a "fiery" discussion across comparatively empty benches. R. Mason and C. H. Taylor opposed. Both sides went into somewhat harrowing details. The supporters of Cremation carried the day.
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Hockey




Nym—"The knocks are too hot; and for mine own part, I have not a ease of lives; the humour of it is too hot, that is the very plain song of it."



King Henry V.






[image: Sketch of men playing hockey]


The Victoria College Hockey Club, having survived the football season and taken stock, discovers that it is in a most satisfactory condition. Its teams have taken a worthy part in the competitions, its standard of play has improved, and — 
mirabile dictu—the list of active members is so great that it seems probable that two teams will next season be entered for the Junior Competition as well as one for the Senior.


* * * * *


Two painful accidents occurred during the season. F. P. Kelly sprained his ankle at the beginning of the First Round, depriving the Senior Team of a very useful man; and Matheson some weeks later scored a goal for the other side. Time, the great healer, is doing its work—but they are still "sore subjects." Matheson has been picked to represent Wellington against Nelson.


* * * * *


The following is a synopsis of Championship Results: —


Senior Team. Matches Played, 8: Won, 1: Lost, 6: Drawn, 1. Goals for, 10: against, 28.


Junior Team. Matches Played, 9: Won, 2: Lost, 6: Drawn, 1: Goals for, 15; against, 27.


* * * * *


The following are the results of championship matches, counting from last number :—



Senior.


	(Captain—R. St. J. Beere.)

	V.C. v. 
United. Lost 7—1. O. Prouse scored for College.



	V.C. v. 
Karori. Lost, 2—1 O. Prouse scored. This match was very even the College Scoring first and only being beaten in the last few minutes. Matheson and Richmond played well among the backs.

	V.C. v. 
Wellington. Lost 7—2. G. and O. Prouse scored for College. The game was more even than the score seems to indicate. The shooting of our forwards was bad.

	V.C. v. 
Vivian. Won 3—1. Beere (2) and King scored. The College had best of game. Beere played well.




Junior.


	V.C. v. 
Vivian. Drawn, 2—2. Anderson and Brailsford scored Match has to be replayed on the order of the Association Committee.

	V.C. v. 
Karori. Lost, 4—2.

	V.C. v. Y.M.C.A. Drawn, 3—3. Dixon, Wolters, and Will scored.

	V.C. v. 
Wellington. Lost, 1—0. Lost owing to bad shooting of forwards who had many chances of turning defeat into victory.

	V.C. v. 
United. Lost, 4—1 Wolters scored the College goal.

	The Senior Team also played two practice matches:—

	V.C. v. 
United. Won, 4—3. Beere (2) King and Will scored for College.

	B. St. J. Beere (Senior) and G. H. Wolters (Junior) were picked for practice for the Representative Team. Wolters was picked to play against Palmerston.
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Tennis Notes





King Henry. What treasure, uncle.



Exeter. Tennis-balls, my liege.


—
King Henry V.






[image: Sketch of people playing tennis]
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s soon as the term examinations are over tennis will begin in earnest. We wish to remind all students that the Victoria College Tennis Club is a live institution and that they will be welcomed as members.


During the long vacation, next term's students are, with the approval of the Committee, allowed to join the Club on a written statement that they intend to take lectures.


* * * *


Any members of the Club who will not be in Wellington during the summer months, and who wish to compete in the Easter Tournament at Dunedin, should give in their names to the Secretary before they go away. In view of the impetus likely to be given to this event by the Rhodes Scholarships every effort should be made to have Victoria College represented as worthily as possible.


* * * *


In accordance with a suggestion made last Easter it is probable that a new scheme of scoring will be introduced for the University Tennis Championships. The Canterbury College Tennis Club has been considering the question for some time, and has devised a plan which seems to combine the advantage of giving Champions fair representation without —so to speak—disfranchising the rest of the team.





Arrangements similar to those of last year with Mr. T. J. Thompson, Ironmonger, 60, Cuba Street, with regard to tennis balls, have been made this year. Students wearing the College colours or having an order from the Secretary, G. Prouse, can buy balls at 2s. 6d. a pair.
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Professors' Challenge Shield.


Since the foundation of the College our students have received from the Professors an amount of kindness and consideration which perhaps only a few can really appreciate. The Tennis Club since its inception has been a continual debtor—and the Tennis Club is now the recipient of an exceptionally fine Challenge Shield for its Championships. This handsome trophy has been manufactured by Mr. F. Grady, of Willis Street, and it is in every way a fitting memorial of the generosity of the pioneer professors of Victoria College. The presentation to the Club will probably take place at the opening of the Tennis Season, towards the end of October.
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"Our greatest glory consists



not in never falling, but



in rising every time we fall"



— Goldsmith.






"Let's choose executors, and talk of wills.


—
Richard II.
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he Victoria College Football Club has closed its first season, and though it has not many wins to its credit, it can claim to have left the field beaten but not disgraced. The first team proved itself quite up to Junior Cup form, but lack of training nearly always led to disaster in the second spell.


The second team which began the season with such humiliating defeats lived to win the first victory in the history of the Club. Unchecked by defeat, "baffled to fight better," the younger members of the second displayed a strenuous spirit worth a thousand victories. The season has ended and the Club has not yet given a default.


* * * *


Returning through the Hutt our bemudded football champions are said to have met a lady with a little boy. "Will you play football when yon become a man" said the lady? A moment of doubt, during which the child examined the "oafs" of Victoria College, was followed by the uncompromising answer—"No!" We avoid comment.


* * * *


It is to be hoped that the Rugby Union will be able to make better arrangements for grounds next year. The show grounds at Petone, besides being badly drained and full of inequalities, possess a smell which cannot be described in literary English. Two members of the Second Fifteen had festered wounds owing to filth picked up during a game, and the injury



to Johnstone's knee was directly due to the mountainous nature of the country. Few can enjoy the game under such conditions, and if the Rugby junior teams are to bold together other grounds must lie provided. The Show Grounds are an utter disgrace, and no one should be asked to play on them as they are.


* * * *


The first match won by the Club, College II. v. Poneke Third, so elated the members of the team that they moved the adjournment of the Debating Society's meeting in the evening for one minute to celebrate the achievement. The celebration took the form of a fearful and wonderful haka.



"Things like this you know must be


After a famous victory."



* * * *


Those who went out to the slaughter every Saturday and who sang the College songs on the way home will look back with friendly feelings on those who shared their tribulations, so that we are glad to publish a list of those who represented the Club in the first year of its existence.



First Fifteen.—H. Banks, G. V. Bogle, P. A. de la Mare, G. H. Fell, E. J. Fitzgibbon, C. Freyberg, W. Gillanders, J. H. Goulding, J. Hardy, J. J. Hay, J. S. Hay, P. C. Hay, G. M. Hogben, A. H. Johnstone, P. W. Jackson, H. W. King, B W. Millier, R. Mitchell, H. H. Ostler, R. G. M. Park, A. G. Quartley, G. G. Smith. C. H. Taylor, A. Tudhope, A. Wedde, A. J. Will.



Second Fifteen.—F. A. de la Mare, F. C. Douglas, E. C. Feltham, C. Freyberg, J. H. Goulding, G. M. Hogben, A. H. Johnstone, S. Johnstone, H. W. King, A. J. Luke, K. McKenzie, R. Mitchell, G. Moir, H. Newbury, G. G. Smith, K. Smyth, M. W. C. Sprott, J. F. Strang, A. Wedde, W. Wilson.


The following is a synopsis of Championship results :—



Junior.—Matches played, 9: won, 0; lost 9. Points for, 15; against, 121.



Third Class.—Matches played, 10 : won 2; lost 8. Points for, 32; against, 236.


The following are the results of the matches, continued from last number:—



First Team.


	(Captain—H. H. 
Ostler.)

	V.G. v. 
Poneke II. Lost, 22—3. Poneke got rather an easy win. Mitchell scored for College.



	V.C. v. 
Melrose II. Lost 20—0. Hay find Ostler did no little service in stopping heavy forward rushes. Taylor also played well.

	V.C. v. 
Oriental II. Lost 10—3. College missed a chance of winning by turning out short-handed. Millier scored.

	V.C. v, 
Athletic II. Lost 14—0. A game closer than indicated by the score. Our men played well.

	V.C. v. 
Kia Ora I. Lost, 8—6. College scored two tries in the first spell but failed to last, the same old story, de la Mare and Wedde scored.

	V.C. v. St. Patrick's College I. Abandoned.




Second Team.


	(Captain A. J. 
Luke.)

	V.C. v. 
Petone III. Lost, 
48—0. Petone managed to win.

	V.C. v. 
Athletic III. Lost, 16—3. The first spell ended College 3. Athletic 0. No form, fell to bits in the last few minutes, de la Mare scored.

	V.C. v. 
Oriental III. Lost 10—3. The best game of the season, de la Mare scored off a pass from Wedde, who played a good game.

	V.C. v. 
St. James. Lost 27—0. An uphill game with three men short. Played in mud.

	V.C. v. 
Poneke III. Won, 8—3. The first win. Poneke played short Goulding and Wedde played well. Goulding and de la Mare scored tries, one of which Wedde converted. A very wet ground.

	V.C. v. 
Melrose III. Won, 15—8. The second win. Both teams were men short, Melrose suffering most. Johnstone had to retire near the beginning of the game owing to an accident to his knee. Melrose scored the first two tries, but. College responded and Freyberg (2), de la Mare (2), and Wilson scored. Another mud scramble.

	V.C. v. Southern II. Lost, 28—0. A game closely resembling seven-aside water polo. Newbury took to it like a professional swimmer. Even the ball subsided.
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Coat of Arms.


We are indebted to the Lyon King-of-arms for a description of the full achievement of Student Type No. 1. Its full blazon is : Quarterly, first, vert, deux clubs de hocké croisés surmounted by une balle hurlante; second, gules, a tree unfelled intersected by a bushman's axe, abandonné; third, noir, a book open fesswise bearing simply the word "Law." Fourth, argent, un tonneau (for "spouting" from) with the legend "xxx." Tout couronné d'un cheval rampant. 
Supporters. Dexter and sinister students in sweaters bearing un guerrier blessé. 
Motto, 
Calvus hoc feci, on an escrol argent fimbriated gules surmounting the ground diapole.







[image: Student Types No. 1. (Football)]
Student Types No. 1. (Football)

(For Coat of Arms see page 23)
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The work of the Christian Union has been continued steadily during the winter months. Mr. E. J. Withycombe, Travelling Secretary of the A.S.C.U., was at the College early in June, and on Saturday, 13th, gave a short address to Students on the subject "Why Students should join the Christian Union." He also "led" on various evenings each of the Bible-Classes, and was present at a meeting of the Cabinet, and at the Mission Study Class.


General meetings have been held alternately with the meetings of the Debating Society, except during the weeks of the vacation.



June 27.—Mr. A. E. White, General Secretary of the Y.M.O.A., gave an address on "Christ's Enrichment of Life," after which Mr. E. I). J. Hercus, M.A., of Otago University, spoke briefly on the same subject. Mr. Hercus expects to sail Tor London shortly, where he will study under Dr. Harry Guiness preparatory to undertaking missionary work in the Argentine.



July 25.— Rev. T. H. Sprott, M.A., gave a helpful address on the subject "Some Religious Difficulties," laying special stress upon how these difficulties may be overcome.



August 8.— Rev. W. J. Elliot spoke on the subject "Faith and Reason" from the double aspect, faith in Cod and faith in man, showing the compatibility of each with reason.



August 15.—Rev. W. C. Mawson, M.A., of Otago University, gave a very interesting address on "Students and the Missionary Problem," showing, by means of charts and diagrams, the vast regions of the earth which are still in heathen darkness.


Mr. Mawson hopes to leave Wellington, Saturday 10th, October, and will join Rev. G. H. McNeur, M.A., of Otago University, in his work in the Canton villages.


Mr. Mawson also met those students who intend giving their Lives to work in the foreign held, and a volunteer band was formed in the College, consisting of six members. The declaration is "It is my purpose, if God permit, to become a foreign missionary."



September 5.—Rev. Kennedy Eliott, B.A., gave a thoughtful address on the subject "The Divine Purpose in the World."


Mr. Eliott was also present at the Mission Study Class, and took much interest in the history of the mission work which has been carried on in Brazil.


This class is in charge of J. Ryburn, and meetings are held for study once a fortnight immediately before the general meet-



ings. The field chosen for study is the neglected continent of South America.



July 25.—An afternoon ten was held at the College (men excluded) at which letters were read from Miss Katie Fell, of Sydney University, who has lately returned from a visit to Bombay. As an outcome of the information learned, a branch was formed in the College of the Bombay Missionary Settlement for University Women, and Miss Mary Wilson was appointed secretary. Miss Elsie Nicolls, who is to be supported by the students of Australasia, will leave Sydney for Bombay at the end of her medical course, and will join the students there in their work among Parsee women and girls.


The Summer School will be held this year in New Plymouth, January 24th-31st, at which all the College and School Unions will be represented. It is hoped that Victoria College will be well represented.


As an outcome of Mr. Mott's visit to the conference in Christchurch, a scheme for spreading missionary interest has been organised by the students of New Zealand. The students of Otago University are sending two delegates—Mr. Barton, M.A., and Mi". A. Porter—who will tour through the Presbyterian Churches of the Colony, giving addresses on missions and mission work. .From the other colleges twelve delegates are to be chosen, six Anglicans and six belonging to other denominations, who will tour the colony in sections, speaking of the needs of the foreign held, of the Maori and Melanesian missions, and of our own back blocks. Their travelling expenses will be paid by students and friends.


Mr. F. C. Long, M.A., of Auckland University College, has been appointed organiser of the tour.




[image: Graphic border]







[image: Professor Maclaurin]
Professor Maclaurin












Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, October 1903

Socials and Entertainments







Socials and Entertainments
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New Astronomical Theories







"Partial Impact, cosmic theory,



And molecular escape,



Immorality of marriage,



These thy monument shall drape!"



—
Canterbury College Song.






[image: P]
rofessor Bickerton, late of Canterbury College, gave a most interesting lecture on astronomy at the Girls' High High School, under the auspices of Victoria College. Professor Easterfield was in the Chair, and there was a largo attendance. Professor Bickerton explained his theory of Partial Impact, a theory with which his name has been associated for years. By means of diagrams and homely illustrations lie kepi his hearers in wrapt attention as he ranged from universe to universe, basking in the warmth of colliding suns, hurrying through empty space, leaving dissipating energy far behind, and perching at last on the Mount of the immortals. At the close of the lecture a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Professor Bickerton.






The Tennis, Hockey, and Football Dance.




I'll make one in a dunce or so."



Love's Labours Lost.




The Tennis, Hockey, and Football Dance was most, successful. The Sydney Street Schoolroom was beautifully decorated



with pictures, hockey sticks, footballs, racquets, trees, and ferns. A Ladies' Committee provided supper, a laborious task nobly performed. More than a hundred couples tripped lightly to the measured strain. G. Prouse, who acted as Secretary, with his friends who worked so hard, made the Victoria College Dance one of the best of the season.






Engagement.





"There was a time when the words "courtship" and "courtesy" were synonymous."



* * * *



"What object is at the same time the irresistible magnet that attracts every man; the most precious jewel he can possess; the hardest thing he can imagine?"


—
President, Debating Society




It is our pleasing duty in this number to convey to 
Professor Von Zedlitz the congratulations of the students of Victoria College. We do not deny that we had hopes that the honour would descend upon a student, but we still have our first hope. Professor Maclaurin shows no nervous excitement when the Hutt train whistles; has the same enthusiasm for elementary mathematics as of yore, and can last a lecture out as well as any of us; he is not driven to the Lower Hutt to watch the Second Fifteen play Football: he does not disclaim knowledge of "friendly greetings" in Presidential lectures. We wish 
Professor Von Zedlitz and Miss Fitzherbert every happiness.
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"Partial Impact, cosmic theory,



And molecular escape,



Immorality of marriage,



These thy monument shall drape!"



—
Canterbury College Song.
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"There was a time when the words "courtship" and "courtesy" were synonymous."



* * * *



"What object is at the same time the irresistible magnet that attracts every man; the most precious jewel he can possess; the hardest thing he can imagine?"


—
President, Debating Society




It is our pleasing duty in this number to convey to 
Professor Von Zedlitz the congratulations of the students of Victoria College. We do not deny that we had hopes that the honour would descend upon a student, but we still have our first hope. Professor Maclaurin shows no nervous excitement when the Hutt train whistles; has the same enthusiasm for elementary mathematics as of yore, and can last a lecture out as well as any of us; he is not driven to the Lower Hutt to watch the Second Fifteen play Football: he does not disclaim knowledge of "friendly greetings" in Presidential lectures. We wish 
Professor Von Zedlitz and Miss Fitzherbert every happiness.




[image: Graphic border]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, October 1903

Capping Day







Capping Day





Haberdasher.—Here is the cap your worship did bespeak.



Petruehio.—Why, this was moulded on a porringer.


—
Taming of the Shrew
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he time-honoured ceremony on the afternoon of Diploma. Day passed off with a decorum and dignity which reflected the highest credit on the authorities. In extenuation of the behaviour of the students it has been pointed out that they used their lungs to good purpose in the evening and that they were saving up. Their conduct, however, was untraditional, and it went hard indeed when the Minister for Education insinuated that an attempt at "For lie's a jolly good fellow" had proved a failure. We venture to assert that had the Minister been present in the evening he would have absolved us from the stigma of insipidity.


Among those on the platform were the Chief Justice, the Premier, Hon. T. Y. Duncan, J. Duthie, M.H.R. and Or Fitchett, and, to use the words of a contemporary, they "bore themselves with a degree of restraint that rendered the proceedings much more seemly than on previous occasions." The Vice-Chancellor "kicked off" so to speak, with an eloquent tribute to the work done by the retiring Chancellor, Sir .Tames Hector. The Chairman of the Council, the Reverend W. A. Evans, after reaching the top flights of eloquence on "Universities as instruments of Culture," descended to the sordid depths of "Universities as instruments for the extortion of Government Funds." The Minister of Education, the Rt. Hon. R. J. Seddon, explained at length that the matter of Victoria College Buildings was being kept "steadily in view," but committed himself to one definite statement, that the Students should not suffer when the time came For building. Professor Easterfield, Chairman of the Professorial Hoard, paid a high and well-merited tribute to the students, lie also paid a high tribute-to the Professors. His speech was warmly applauded by the "specialist" party. Mr. J. W. Joynt and Dr Findlay also spoke. The proceedings were relieved by the presentation of diplomas and a choir dispensed sweetest music from the back benches and explained doubtful points in the speeches as occasion demanded.
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The Students' Carnival





Valentine— "One fading moment's mirth [bought]



With twenty watchful, weary, tedious nights."


—
The Two Gentlemen of Verona.
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he Classic Hall of the Sydney Street Schoolroom was filled A-to overflowing to see the Students run riot. The "Evening Post" reporter with that weary, sated smile of his is said to have laughed, and these are his words, "The many friends who attended the Victoria College Students' Carnival last evening and yet live to tell the tale of all they saw and heard, ought surely to take a week oil duty to enable them to settle their unstrung nerves and rest their aching sides." Professor Brown, the sober and serious Professor Brown, nest day prefaced his remarks on Cicero with a eulogium on the Student flutter. Enough said. Chief Justices, Ministers of the Crown, Councillors, Professors, in order of precedence ordained, took the jest and gibe in the spirit of good fellowship which underlies Student humour the world over, and we all went home happy, content to suffer the watchful, weary, tedious nights of another year.


The programme opened with the song of Victoria College—the masterpiece of Professors Brown and 
Von Zedlitz. This was followed by a fearful and wonderful Maori Haka shouted by thirty men in football garb, and armed with hockey sticks, led by the redoubtable Paaka. An admiring critic writes, "Greeting ! I, who followed the Moa and Kiwi where now the Pakeha sows his oats, I, who shouted the war-cries of my sires



till they echoed like thunder from valley to valley, even I never heard anything like the Victoria College Haka. Tina is the end, farewell."


Misses Evans, Smythe and Wedde sang a trio "Evensong" excellently and H. P. Richmond showed by his singing of the "Bedouin Love "Song" that, although he is a "famous young man at the bar," law has nut exhausted the resources of his nature. Miss Evans' song "Hush Me, 0 Sorrow" was a quaint comment on the depression of the audience. M. Frühauf played a pianoforte solo and proved a valuable accompanyist. Two plantation songs "Who Did?" and "De Lecture," in which the solo parts were taken by G. Prouse and H. P. Richmond went with a great swing, and the Capping Songs were reeled off with 
verve and enthusiasm. The musical arrangements were carried out under G. Prouse.


The great event of the evening, however, was "Komi-kalities" organised by A. G. Quartley. An incident was taken from ancient Maori history. A mythical King of the Maoris—Mahuta, to wit—in search of a famous seat of learning, arrives in Wellington and is welcomed by a chief of the Pakehas, a man of wide 
mana in his days—whose name is now forgotton—and whose fame, like that of Epaminoudas, rests on the fact that his word had never been broken. The great man, for his bulk was mighty, addressed Mahuta at some length. He told how much he loved the "good-old-mother land," how much lie loved the fair town of Wellington (of which he now for the first time appeared as a citizen), with what tender affection he regarded himself, and how much he prized the acres of the down-trodden Maori. Mr. J. G. W. Aitken, then Mayor of Wellington, in slow, douce and Scottish accents greeted. Mahuta on the part of the Empire City. Then the Ministers of the Crown, whose words may have been broken for ought history tells, each in characteristic strains told the joy of the people at the sight of Mahuta. A knight named Sir Ward performed the task by means of a cloud of figures which have so far baffled modern statistical research but which appear to balance somehow. This was accomplished at the rate of 303¾ words per minute and in a tone of authority which carried conviction. Then Tam, the son of Duncan, a plain, blunt man who "didna think much o' this eddication onyhow an' kenned he would ha' been a nuickle sicht better off the day if he hadna been sae weel eddicated," being on the point of making some startling disclosures on "Cabinet Changes," was interrupted by a premonitory cough of .his chief and sat down amidst applause. The "people's George," on behalf of the Secretary of the Harbour Board, then wanted to know who got Wellington the dock, who lost her



Miramar, who originated the gas-water-one-pipe scheme, and was followed by Sir Jukes bearing "the white flower of a blameless life." Then, and not till then, the great Mahuta rose. In fiery words he told how the legend of the beauty of the Victoria College ladies had come to him "like a whisper in the kumara fields"; bow the fame of the professors had kindled his soul; how he had braved the sunken rocks of the Hutt Canal and been whirled about on the City Trams, swift as the Kumi, and yet could find no College; and bow at last he had come to his brother, King Richard, who knew all—and couldn't tell a-lie. The curtain fell on the union of the noses of Maori and Pakeha.


Excellent fooling, forsooth. Opinions differ as to who was best and it may safely be said that Tudhope, Graham, Gillanders, Ostler, Ludwig and Johnstone divide the crown.


The proceedings ended with a Farce "My Turn Next," which did not "hung" at all. R. M. Watson as Taraxicum Twitters, entered into the spirit of the misfortunes of the village apothecary, and was ably seconded by O. N. Gillespie who just "couldn't help it." Miss F. G. Roberts, as the charming widow whose many husbands had so "mysteriously disappeared," was quite equal to the position and her 
confidante. Cicely (Miss H. M. Bathain), was eminently successful in engaging the attention of Tom Trapp (A. S. Henderson), while the principals were engaging the attention of the audience. Peggy, the maid, was a remarkably sensible young lady and Miss N. Heath made the most of the part. J. L. Stout, as Farmer Wheatear, was an excellent study in agricultural simplicity.
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"The lunatic, the lover, and the poet,



Are of imagination all compact."


—
Midsummer-Night's Dream.
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The Christmas Rose.




'Neath snow and wind which join their hostile might,



From wondrous Autumn fades his glowing; dye:



Good-bye, O life, O joy, O flowers good-bye!



And murmuring wood and trembling ray of light.



* * * *




The kindly sanctuary is closed again



The splendid sunsets have o'erspent tbeir glow



Leaves flee away, away, like souls that go



Life-tired and sad with having loved in vain.





Of the high festival no echo stays—



Beneath a farewell sun's yet beauteous power



No more we see the gold chrysanthemum flower



Yield to the cold wind to the garden ways.





Bare sleeps the world beneath the heaven's vast



No gleam reflects the smiling of the sky



And yet, Ah yes, timid and frail and shy



There comes the Christmas Rose to us at last.





Doth she perhaps a child of magic grow ?



She who bath power to blossom in the night;



When all seems dying, opening to the light,



Pale winter rose—born underneath the snow.



* * * *




'Tis not, indeed, the rose of joy and light,



'Tis not that by its power a spell is cast,



But 'tis a flower, and 'tis the very last



Claiming glad greeting in its humble might.








Thus when hath vanished life's time of glee



When fled forever is the dream's fair guise,



In the cold heart-depths there is that doth rise,



Which fain would smile, and blossoms wistfully.




Nena N. Newall. 
(After the French of Gabriel Vicaire.)






A Ballad of the Golden Hind.




We have left our love at home dreaming, in a Devon combe,



Of the days before the world was our desire,—



When the froth-flecked toiling team, and the sickle's August gleam



Were the life of which our hearts could never tire.



But we watched the wash of the westward seas,



And the trail of the falling gold,



Till the hunger of soul's unrest was born



For the magic no lips had told.



* * * *




To the rippling flood-tide plash, to the swung oars' feathered-flash,



To the silver of the sail aslant the blue,



And the strange talk on the quay where they go down to the sea,—



We have lost our heart: so seek we luck or rue.



It's a wring of the hand of friend or kin,



Then the race of a clean, keen wake



All astern to the softly-cradling coast



And the fields that our feet forsake.



* * * *




For the sailing seagull's cry, and the quivering fenceless sky,



And the glow where grand Orion wills his bath,



And the combers' rock-flung speech, and the shining Channel reach;—



These be things that win a man's thought from the hearth.



Oh, the pulse of the summer-sun-lit seas,



And the call of the spacious morn !



We will follow the fire of sunset clouds,



We will hide in the mists of dawn !



* * * *




Be the coast-fog creeping blind;—ours, the frolicking fresh wind



Athwart the untamed horses that he rides !



Ours, the music of the spars swinging under stern and stars



As the lithe 
Hind shakes the sea-pack from her sides.



For the stretch of the drawing cloud aloft,



For the hiss of the baffled crest,—



We have prayed as we prayed for the sapphire South,



And the breath of the waiting West.








So we chase the Summer south to the flooding Plata-mouth,



And we thread the windy straits,—forlorn—alone;



Taking all and giving naught (for our love of Philip's Court);



Running league-long to the rich sun's island-throne.



To the land aflush with the fragrant flower,



To a glamour of afternoon,



To the languid lift of a lazy swell,



To the thrall of a tropic moon.



* * * *




In the witchery of flight through the deep-arched lustrous night,



We have drained brimm'd draughts of beauty to the lees;



Wooded cove and island creek, sun-searched city, staring peak—



These have bought for our soul's hunger a surcease.



And the hush on a windless, endless sea,



The sights of the utter Pale,—



Have wooed with a wonder all wildly new



Till the wonder is overstate.



* * * *




Out beyond the bounds of grace where we looked 
life in the face,



He flung to us his gifts of strength and power;



And the bluff health of the breeze, and the secrets of the seas,



We have taken for our deathless English dower.



So we beat and clew from the Southern Cross



To the track of the homeward Wain,



With the love of tide and shoal and send.



And the world for our fighting gain.



* * * *




With a whisper overside when the hazy headlands spied,



With a heart all eager at the wealth before,



Then abeam the oldtime Hoe and the green none else may show,—



It is port and home and Devonfields once more.



But we watch the wash of the westward seas,



Feel the call of the spacious morn.



And a pang for the full free life awakes—



And Ho ! for the cloudy bourne.










The Undergraduate.




The session past, around the student flies



To lubricate the muscles of his eyes;



Joining his old associates, fondly found,



With them resumes the old uproarious round.



Abandoned now for sport's benign intent



His classic lore, to airy regions sent,



Unheeded 'scapes the dungeons of his brain,



And leaves him quite as ignorantly vain



As when unbroached and grim before him lay



Those ponderous tomes through which to plough his way



Towards that shadowy goal yeleptéd Fame—



The transient exaltation of a name.



One woeful day he worries o'er results;



Once more his scribbled pocketbook consults



To prove beyond all doubt that chances few



Attend his hopes of even scraping through,



Then flings fond expectation to the winds



And in his own domains elation finds.



Who late has laboured in poetic diction



Now wallows nightly in unholy fiction,



Thus bringing welcome respite to a brain



Long tossed upon the scientific main.



He seeks the sultry sands that strew the shore



And ponders while the tumid breakers roar.



He seeks the woods that gird the fertile fields



And o'er the stream the supple angle wields.



On velvet lawns at tennis he will vie



To catch the budding virgin's liquid eye.



With fellow-students cycles o'er the land



And makes the gaping rustic stop and stand.



Slight are his cares with studies laid aside,



And now the dusty shelf he can deride



Whereon, close packed and piled for reach too high,



His "loads of learned lumber" latent lie.



Sweet is the summer, sweet the waning spring



When nature breeds her bliss in everything,



But when brown autumn's mellowing leaves appear,



Comes the long-dreaded tidings of the year



Borne o'er the boundless seas with lightning pace



To tell of exaltation or disgrace.



'Tis then he'll laugh aloud, but inward pine



And drown his troubles in the generous vine.



The smug passee he meets at every turn,



(Though few rejoice whereas the many yearn)








Ubiquity occasioned, one might guess,



To hear the quailing query and say "Yes."



Though this with modesty, th' observer sees



The flood-tide of suppressed felicities



O'erwhelming that successful candidate,



And, chagrined, holds the harmless "swat" in hate.



Another year of drudgery in store,



Another ramble on the rocky shore



That girds th' immortal isle of classic lore



Then one last blind attack on that Exam.,



Protesting 'tis a case of craven cram



The event of which he does not care a dam.

*



The luckless laggard lounges to his seat,



His information fastened in his feet.



Th' officious supervisor strolls around



And to his steps the silent halls resound.



With cornered eye the candidates he views,



And with his glances consternation brews.



The youth a moment on the paper glares,



Then feels the elevation of his hairs,



For in the dozen questions there's not one



On which he is decided how 'tis done.



A sad fiasco, yet a minor fear



To the horrors he'll experience next year



When failure's spectred form shall reappear.







Vice Versa




I swats and I swats,



'Till for floating blots



I can't tell a goal from a try;



'Till endless equations, and Tully's orations



Are fragments of Liddell and Scott's.



* * * *




I plays and I plays



For I find it pays,



And I give slight thought to November,



I scorn swat capers and burn no tapers,



And find myself capped with B.A's.








* Old Latin: damenum—what is paid as a penalty, an examination fee.
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The Christmas Rose.




'Neath snow and wind which join their hostile might,



From wondrous Autumn fades his glowing; dye:



Good-bye, O life, O joy, O flowers good-bye!



And murmuring wood and trembling ray of light.



* * * *




The kindly sanctuary is closed again



The splendid sunsets have o'erspent tbeir glow



Leaves flee away, away, like souls that go



Life-tired and sad with having loved in vain.





Of the high festival no echo stays—



Beneath a farewell sun's yet beauteous power



No more we see the gold chrysanthemum flower



Yield to the cold wind to the garden ways.





Bare sleeps the world beneath the heaven's vast



No gleam reflects the smiling of the sky



And yet, Ah yes, timid and frail and shy



There comes the Christmas Rose to us at last.





Doth she perhaps a child of magic grow ?



She who bath power to blossom in the night;



When all seems dying, opening to the light,



Pale winter rose—born underneath the snow.



* * * *




'Tis not, indeed, the rose of joy and light,



'Tis not that by its power a spell is cast,



But 'tis a flower, and 'tis the very last



Claiming glad greeting in its humble might.








Thus when hath vanished life's time of glee



When fled forever is the dream's fair guise,



In the cold heart-depths there is that doth rise,



Which fain would smile, and blossoms wistfully.




Nena N. Newall. 
(After the French of Gabriel Vicaire.)
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A Ballad of the Golden Hind.




We have left our love at home dreaming, in a Devon combe,



Of the days before the world was our desire,—



When the froth-flecked toiling team, and the sickle's August gleam



Were the life of which our hearts could never tire.



But we watched the wash of the westward seas,



And the trail of the falling gold,



Till the hunger of soul's unrest was born



For the magic no lips had told.



* * * *




To the rippling flood-tide plash, to the swung oars' feathered-flash,



To the silver of the sail aslant the blue,



And the strange talk on the quay where they go down to the sea,—



We have lost our heart: so seek we luck or rue.



It's a wring of the hand of friend or kin,



Then the race of a clean, keen wake



All astern to the softly-cradling coast



And the fields that our feet forsake.



* * * *




For the sailing seagull's cry, and the quivering fenceless sky,



And the glow where grand Orion wills his bath,



And the combers' rock-flung speech, and the shining Channel reach;—



These be things that win a man's thought from the hearth.



Oh, the pulse of the summer-sun-lit seas,



And the call of the spacious morn !



We will follow the fire of sunset clouds,



We will hide in the mists of dawn !



* * * *




Be the coast-fog creeping blind;—ours, the frolicking fresh wind



Athwart the untamed horses that he rides !



Ours, the music of the spars swinging under stern and stars



As the lithe 
Hind shakes the sea-pack from her sides.



For the stretch of the drawing cloud aloft,



For the hiss of the baffled crest,—



We have prayed as we prayed for the sapphire South,



And the breath of the waiting West.








So we chase the Summer south to the flooding Plata-mouth,



And we thread the windy straits,—forlorn—alone;



Taking all and giving naught (for our love of Philip's Court);



Running league-long to the rich sun's island-throne.



To the land aflush with the fragrant flower,



To a glamour of afternoon,



To the languid lift of a lazy swell,



To the thrall of a tropic moon.



* * * *




In the witchery of flight through the deep-arched lustrous night,



We have drained brimm'd draughts of beauty to the lees;



Wooded cove and island creek, sun-searched city, staring peak—



These have bought for our soul's hunger a surcease.



And the hush on a windless, endless sea,



The sights of the utter Pale,—



Have wooed with a wonder all wildly new



Till the wonder is overstate.



* * * *




Out beyond the bounds of grace where we looked 
life in the face,



He flung to us his gifts of strength and power;



And the bluff health of the breeze, and the secrets of the seas,



We have taken for our deathless English dower.



So we beat and clew from the Southern Cross



To the track of the homeward Wain,



With the love of tide and shoal and send.



And the world for our fighting gain.



* * * *




With a whisper overside when the hazy headlands spied,



With a heart all eager at the wealth before,



Then abeam the oldtime Hoe and the green none else may show,—



It is port and home and Devonfields once more.



But we watch the wash of the westward seas,



Feel the call of the spacious morn.



And a pang for the full free life awakes—



And Ho ! for the cloudy bourne.
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The Undergraduate.




The session past, around the student flies



To lubricate the muscles of his eyes;



Joining his old associates, fondly found,



With them resumes the old uproarious round.



Abandoned now for sport's benign intent



His classic lore, to airy regions sent,



Unheeded 'scapes the dungeons of his brain,



And leaves him quite as ignorantly vain



As when unbroached and grim before him lay



Those ponderous tomes through which to plough his way



Towards that shadowy goal yeleptéd Fame—



The transient exaltation of a name.



One woeful day he worries o'er results;



Once more his scribbled pocketbook consults



To prove beyond all doubt that chances few



Attend his hopes of even scraping through,



Then flings fond expectation to the winds



And in his own domains elation finds.



Who late has laboured in poetic diction



Now wallows nightly in unholy fiction,



Thus bringing welcome respite to a brain



Long tossed upon the scientific main.



He seeks the sultry sands that strew the shore



And ponders while the tumid breakers roar.



He seeks the woods that gird the fertile fields



And o'er the stream the supple angle wields.



On velvet lawns at tennis he will vie



To catch the budding virgin's liquid eye.



With fellow-students cycles o'er the land



And makes the gaping rustic stop and stand.



Slight are his cares with studies laid aside,



And now the dusty shelf he can deride



Whereon, close packed and piled for reach too high,



His "loads of learned lumber" latent lie.



Sweet is the summer, sweet the waning spring



When nature breeds her bliss in everything,



But when brown autumn's mellowing leaves appear,



Comes the long-dreaded tidings of the year



Borne o'er the boundless seas with lightning pace



To tell of exaltation or disgrace.



'Tis then he'll laugh aloud, but inward pine



And drown his troubles in the generous vine.



The smug passee he meets at every turn,



(Though few rejoice whereas the many yearn)








Ubiquity occasioned, one might guess,



To hear the quailing query and say "Yes."



Though this with modesty, th' observer sees



The flood-tide of suppressed felicities



O'erwhelming that successful candidate,



And, chagrined, holds the harmless "swat" in hate.



Another year of drudgery in store,



Another ramble on the rocky shore



That girds th' immortal isle of classic lore



Then one last blind attack on that Exam.,



Protesting 'tis a case of craven cram



The event of which he does not care a dam.

*



The luckless laggard lounges to his seat,



His information fastened in his feet.



Th' officious supervisor strolls around



And to his steps the silent halls resound.



With cornered eye the candidates he views,



And with his glances consternation brews.



The youth a moment on the paper glares,



Then feels the elevation of his hairs,



For in the dozen questions there's not one



On which he is decided how 'tis done.



A sad fiasco, yet a minor fear



To the horrors he'll experience next year



When failure's spectred form shall reappear.
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Vice Versa




I swats and I swats,



'Till for floating blots



I can't tell a goal from a try;



'Till endless equations, and Tully's orations



Are fragments of Liddell and Scott's.



* * * *




I plays and I plays



For I find it pays,



And I give slight thought to November,



I scorn swat capers and burn no tapers,



And find myself capped with B.A's.
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Obituary



Alfred James Will.




[image: Graphic border]


Like a thunder-bolt the sad news bus fallen among us of the untimely death on the 3rd of October of Alfred James Will, who has been a prominent and popular student among us since the beginning of 1901. He had not been in his usual health for a little over a week prior to his death, and on Wednesday, 1st October, he was taken to a private hospital, where an operation was performed on the following day, death resulting on Saturday afternoon, from appendicitis.


Mr. Will was in his 28th year, having been born at Weather-stone in Otago, on the 14th April, 187G. He lost both parents at a very early age; was educated at the Lawrence District High School, of which he became Dux, also gaining a scholarship there. He came 9th on the Junior Civil Service List in 1893; passed the Senior Civil Service in 1897; the Matriculation and Solicitors' General Knowledge in 1898. He had kept two years' terms at Victoria College, and was to have sat for the first section of the LL.B. in November next.


On the 22nd May, 1893, he entered the Civil Service as a cadet in the Treasury; was transferred to the Railway Department as a cadet at Waikouaiti in 1894; promoted to District Traffic Manager's Office in Dunedin in 1896, and since April, 1897 has been in the Head Office of the Railway Department in Wellington.


While he was at Victoria College, all who had the good fortune to know him came to regard him with feelings of friendship and respect. His was a nature which always looked on the bright side of things, and his keen wit and jovial disposition made him a cheerful and attractive companion.


He was a fine all-round athlete and a true sportsman. For several years he was a member of the Red Cross Association Football Club, and was a junior rep. in 1900. He represented Victoria College in Tennis at the first Easter Tournament in 1902; was a conspicuous member of the Hockey Club in 1902; whilst during the season just closed he not only played for the first fifteen, but also for the Hockey Club when there was no football.


To his personal friends his death is a deep sorrow, and the whole College has been visibly affected by the sad news. A large number of students and members of the Professorial Board followed his remains to the Karori cemetery, and wreaths were sent by the Students' Association, the Football, the Hockey, and the Tennis Clubs.
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The Rhodes Scholarship.


(

By Professor Von Zedlitz).


The daily press has of late been very much busied with the question of the Rhodes Scholarship as it effects New Zealand, Views the most divergent have been expressed by educational enthusiasts, who sometimes seem almost to forget that we are engaged in trying to carry out, to the best of our ability and in consonance with our local conditions, the clearly recorded and easily ascertainable conception of the great ernpire-builder. Obviously the idea of endowing postgraduate research is one that must particularly appeal to professors and their kind, who can conceive no means of wisely and advantageously utilising a scholarship fund under present conditions. But it must be equally obvious and certain that Cecil Rhodes contemplated nothing of the kind : that he intended his Colonial, American, and German Oxonians to live the Oxford life in its full sense, and be Undergrads among Undergrads : and that his mind conceived of them as returning to lead an active and perhaps a public life in the countries of their birth—he fancied them as men with something of his own caste of mind and his own outlook on the world. No doubt, again, that Mr. Rhodes, without going into detailed thought on the question of age, had in his mind young fellows fresh from school as was he himself on going up to Oriel : young fellows of, say, eighteen-and-a-half, the normal age of the Oxford or Cambridge freshman. I say the normal and not the average age: the average age is very much higher, as exceedingly few students join earlier than eighteen, and for a variety of reasons there is always a large sprinkling of older and even much older freshmen. And it is a conspicuous example or the extraordinary power and rapidity with which the Minister for Education can grasp and deal with the questions not familiar to him, that he should immediately have seen and luridly expressed this aspect of Mr. Rhodes' instruction. Rut the question is so complicated by Oxford as well as local conditions, that it is doubtful whether Mr. Seddon, with all his insight, could be expected to strike as satisfactory a solution as a com



mittee of experts. There are at least half a dozen valid reasons for not taking a New Zealand boy absolutely fresh from school. In the first place, most schoolboys leave school a year or more than a year earlier than the average public schoolboy at home. The difference between seventeen and eighteen in suitability for getting the best, out of an Oxford career is very considerable indeed. Then, only the pupils and a very small number of secondary schools could enter into competition, owing to the necessity of qualifying in Greek. T might even add that exceedingly few boys of seventeen could hope for success in the qualifying examination without receiving some sort of special tuition. The proposal to limit the Scholarship to boys leaving school therefore seems exceedingly undemocratic, besides so limiting the scope of the Selectors as very probably to exclude many desirable candidates. Besides, there is a great difference between sending a student to Oxford from his home in England, and from New Zealand, and the actual practice of colonial parents who send their sons home confirms the theory that it is best to wait, a year or so longer in the case of the colonial student. I knew a number of colonial students at Oxford, and none were quite as young as the average. Those separated from the rest of us by a year or two joined absolutely in the life of the College : older men than that necessarily lived somewhat apart. And this brings me to the last point: the fact that we have to consider not only the best advantage of the scholars themselves, but also to some extent the predilections of the College and University authorities who are going to receive them. This may not seem to present serious difficulties here; but at Oxford I feel sure the practical disciplinary difficulties are looming very large in the eyes of the authorities. An Oxford College stands about' half-way between a school and a university. The Victoria College undergrad, enjoying boundless liberty, as far as his University and College are concerned, to dispose of himself and his time as he pleases outside lecture hours, possibly fails to realise that the Oxford man is only a glorified schoolboy after all, whose hours and occupations are rigidly circumscribed by despotic authority. He may not leave College after 9 p.m. or stay out after midnight; he must attend a certain number of "chapel services at inconveniently early hours; he must wear academic costume at certain times; may not travel anywhere by train; may not play billiards in the morning; and so on 
ad infinitum. Now under these circumstances it is obvious that conflicts between the authorities and those 
in statu pupillari are frequent, and often dreaded even more by the tyrants than bv their subjects; and fines, gating, rustication, are not infrequent occurrences—they have all fallen to the lot of so law-



abiding an individual as myself—which minor punishments are occasionally crowned by absolute ejection. Now it ia obviously a very different thing to inflict disciplinary measures on a student whose homo and parents arc close at hand, and to deal with the case of a New Zealander. And though we here know perfectly that, provided a Victoria College student be elected, no disciplinary measures need ever be applied, the Oxford Dons can't be expected to realise that Tact as yet, and will naturally welcome somewhat older and therefore presumably more sedate scholars,


Another reason for preferring somewhat older men is the necessity for providing for six months vacation every year. To a man who has no fixed home in Great Britain this may become a serious difficulty. Some of the Colleges are very generous in allowing students to reside during vacation, but none of them like doing it, as it means compulsory residence for at least one of the fellows : besides involving a good deal of trouble to various officials. The late Master of Balliol, Professor Jowett, objected to the practice very strongly. As soon as he found men of the "reading" stamp visiting the College in vacation, he used to give instructions that the chapel service should be lengthened, and two daily attendances made compulsory; also that the cook should take off one of the courses from the flail dinner. "This kind" said the reverend professor "goeth not out save by prayer and fasting."



[We are indebted to Mr. Isaacs, and Messers Wriggles worth and Binns, Photographers, for advance copies of the Hockey and Football Photographs for reproduction.]
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Notes.





"Of all fair resort of gentlemen



That every day with parle encounter me



In thy opinion which is worthiest love ?"



The Two Gentlemen of Verona.
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In Honour of Graduates.




[image: T]
he Students' Carnival, which was given "in honour of the graduates of the year," was managed on strictly business lines. One graduate, who was also taking a prominent part in the programme, was not allowed inside the Hall until he had paid 2s. We would suggest that in future the recipient of "honour" should be charged half-price.


* * * *


Miss Fanny Smith, who has been an invaluable Sub-Editor since the "
Spike's" first issue, has been away from College this term owing to ill-health. Miss Smith sent in her resignation before she left, but the Students' Committee asked her to hold the position till the end of the year. Miss Smith's artistic and humorous touch is not absent from this number. If you wish a memorial—look around.


* * * *


The prize for the best Capping Song was halved by J. A. Brailsford (Victoria's Variety Show) and A. G. Quartley (Men of Letters). The "Battle of the Bays" is getting keener than it was.


* * * *


We very much regret having to report an accident to A. H. Johnstone, who hurt his knee right at the end of the Football season. Johnstone did much towards bringing the Football Club into existence and no one has played in finer spirit than he. A sterling player, occasionally brilliant,—the Club can ill afford to lose him. We wish him a speedy recovery.


* * * *


Miss Tooman, one of this year's graduates, who has been very ill during the last six months, is now quite recovered, unless pining for examinations may be regarded as a bad sign. It doesn't seem healthy at this time of the year.





Two interesting memorials of the Easter Tournament have been received. The first is the sum of one guinea to provide a trophy for the tug-of-war. It is proposed that this shall form the neuclus of a fund to provide a Tug-of-War Challenge Cup. The second is a like sum for G. F. Dixon, who ran second to Webster, the New Zealand champion, in his attempt to lower the New Zealand record. Dixon's time was not taken.


* * * *


According to "Marte Nostro" (a 
débutante of promise) Applied Science is a "hot" favourite in the A.U.C. Common Room. The present advance course includes experimental "toasting." When fends allow postage we intend to write for a recipe.


* * * *


The College Library does not appear to be in a satisfactory state. It is a "hard" truth that the luxurious easy chairs are defective (why not borrow the Tennis Club's expensive benches ?) the chosen pens are hopelessly thick-headed, and the wistful blotting-paper has no absorbing interest. But then, as Carlyle says "with stupidity and sound digestion man may front much."


* * * *


It leaked out (during the recent rains) that Mr. S—m—t was kept cooling his heels in the windy passage for 20 minutes after the alloted lecture period. We suggest that the victim is justified in taking "the law" into his own hands.


* * * *


The Rev. T. H. Sprott, M.A., on the invitation of some of the students, bus, on Sunday evenings, been conducting a class for the study of the Bible. Mr Sprott's clear and thoughtful lectures have proved most interesting, whilst his sound scholarship and broad views are a guarantee of full and free discussion. The promoters are anxious that all those who take an interest in the subject should join. The class will go on alter the term has ended.


* * * *


The Mental Science lectures have this year been divided between three lecturers. Professor Mackenzie has taken Logic and part of Psychology, leaving to Dr. Chapple the Physiological Aspects. The Rev. W. A. Evans is at present giving a course on Ethics.










Disappointed




There was a young student of Latin,



Who thought it a tongue he was pat in:



But when he had "sat,"



He did not think that,



That unfortunate student of Latin!





There was a young student of French



Who sat down on a very hard bench;



And then wondered why,



The Lecture was dry,



That unfortunate student of French!





There was a young Student of English,



Most of all wished himself to distinguish;



Tried to boss the whole class,



Found it did not quite pass,



That unfortunate student of English!



* * * *


Students throughout New Zealand will rejoice that Sir Robert Stout has been appointed Chancellor of the University.


* * * *


A Road Race was arranged by the Wellington Harrier Club and a team from Victoria College competed. The course was from the Post Office to the Patent Slip and back. The Harrier No. 1 Team gained first place, Harrison's Gymnasium second and Victoria College third. Of the College men de la Mare was fourth, G. M. Henderson sixth, with King and Taylor some distance behind. Pollock, the winner, covered the distance, 7 miles, in 42 minutes 17 seconds.






The College Building




"Go thou to Richard and good angels guard thee"



Richard III.




We said in our last issue, "there appears no reason why the foundation stone should not be laid early next term." We repeat this remark. The plans were submitted to the Government, the Right Hon. R. J. Seddon, as we went to print. Casting his eagle eye at the design the Prime Minister spake in the immortal words of Michael Angelo "It wants but one thing." Mr. Seddon unlike Mr. Angelo went on to explain that



perfection would be reached "by another story." The matter was then referred to the Government Architect, whose great mind, working behind an eye of terrific intensity, compelled his lips to utter the momentous and original words "It wants but one thing." Whether this is another "story" or not the "
Spike" does not venture to say. All that can be said with certainty is, that it has taken about three months for the great architect to provide reasons for his decision—and the foundation stone is not yet laid. We do not know whether the Government Architect heard the words uttered by the Minister for Education—so we cannot with certainty proclaim the master mind. That the greatness of the conception will be embodied in imperishable brick and stucco no one can doubt, for £5,000 hangs trembling in the balance. The College Council has our sympathy.
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The Rev. T. H. Sprott, M.A., on the invitation of some of the students, bus, on Sunday evenings, been conducting a class for the study of the Bible. Mr Sprott's clear and thoughtful lectures have proved most interesting, whilst his sound scholarship and broad views are a guarantee of full and free discussion. The promoters are anxious that all those who take an interest in the subject should join. The class will go on alter the term has ended.
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Disappointed




There was a young student of Latin,



Who thought it a tongue he was pat in:



But when he had "sat,"



He did not think that,



That unfortunate student of Latin!





There was a young student of French



Who sat down on a very hard bench;



And then wondered why,



The Lecture was dry,



That unfortunate student of French!





There was a young Student of English,



Most of all wished himself to distinguish;



Tried to boss the whole class,



Found it did not quite pass,



That unfortunate student of English!



* * * *


Students throughout New Zealand will rejoice that Sir Robert Stout has been appointed Chancellor of the University.


* * * *


A Road Race was arranged by the Wellington Harrier Club and a team from Victoria College competed. The course was from the Post Office to the Patent Slip and back. The Harrier No. 1 Team gained first place, Harrison's Gymnasium second and Victoria College third. Of the College men de la Mare was fourth, G. M. Henderson sixth, with King and Taylor some distance behind. Pollock, the winner, covered the distance, 7 miles, in 42 minutes 17 seconds.
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"Go thou to Richard and good angels guard thee"



Richard III.




We said in our last issue, "there appears no reason why the foundation stone should not be laid early next term." We repeat this remark. The plans were submitted to the Government, the Right Hon. R. J. Seddon, as we went to print. Casting his eagle eye at the design the Prime Minister spake in the immortal words of Michael Angelo "It wants but one thing." Mr. Seddon unlike Mr. Angelo went on to explain that



perfection would be reached "by another story." The matter was then referred to the Government Architect, whose great mind, working behind an eye of terrific intensity, compelled his lips to utter the momentous and original words "It wants but one thing." Whether this is another "story" or not the "
Spike" does not venture to say. All that can be said with certainty is, that it has taken about three months for the great architect to provide reasons for his decision—and the foundation stone is not yet laid. We do not know whether the Government Architect heard the words uttered by the Minister for Education—so we cannot with certainty proclaim the master mind. That the greatness of the conception will be embodied in imperishable brick and stucco no one can doubt, for £5,000 hangs trembling in the balance. The College Council has our sympathy.
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We publish a photograph of Professor Maclaurin, so that now those who have the magazine complete have pictures of the first lour Professors of Victoria College. Professor Maclaurin was one of New Zealand's most brilliant graduates, and on going to Cambridge he gained high distinction in mathematics and law. He was appointed Professor of Mathematics at the foundation of Victoria College, and for four years was also lecturer in Jurisprudence and Constitutional History. Professor Maclaurin lias throughout closely identified himself with the student life. If it were consistent with the principles of "The Spike" we would be proud of him. As it is we are not ashamed.


On other pages will be found the first team which played football for a Victoria College Club, and the senior eleven of the Hockey Club. "Student Types, No. 1, "sent in by our artist, we could not resist inserting, a sub-editor being absent from Wellington.
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In Memoriam





In Memoriam



Douglas Hector


Died at


Revelstoke, British Columbia


Aged 25 Years



Douglas Hector was educated at Wellington College. On leaving school he spent two years in New South Wales at scientific work, afterwards spending a year as chemist in a factory at Petone. In 1901 he became an Undergraduate at Victoria College, gaining the Sir George Grey Scholarship at the end of his first year. He had entered for the Senior Scholarship in Physics at the coming November examinations. Leaving for a holiday trip with Sir James Hector, he arrived at Honolulu in the best of health. The nest news which reached New Zealand told that, he had died of peritonitis at Revelstoke.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, October 1903

Notes from Other Colleges






Notes from Other Colleges.





"Seeming parted,



But yet an anion in partition"


—
Midsummer Night's Dream.
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[image: A]
uckland University College has burst out in quite an original manner. The men, who some time ago made an effort to pay off the magazine debt, sank exhausted from the struggle. The Magazine died, and grievances went unrecorded and unredressed. The ladies this year have come to the rescue, and "off their own bat "have produced "Marte Nostro," the "A.U.C. Chronicle," It is a bright little magazine, and we hope it will long live to proclaim the pluck and spirit of its founders. We hope that the men will bear a hand, for a College magazine wants all the talent there is to make it a success, and real interest comes from representation. The capping songs and Comedietta, published on Diploma Day, show that if all its resources were utilised "Marte Nostro" would flourish exceedingly.


Capping day seems to have been rather exciting at Auckland. The speeches were rather less interesting than the band, consisting of a mouth organist, a tin whistler, and a speaking trumpeter, so to speak. The audience was kept awake, between the numbers, by pellets of paper from "the gods."


The Men's Hockey Club at Auckland set out under rather shady auspices by "nobbling" the name of the "University Hockey Club" which belonged to the ladies. This masculine arrogance is met by "Marte Nostro" with gentle sarcasm.


Since the Rugby Union blocks the College from playing Rugby an Association Club has been formed, or rather the St. John's College team has transformed itself into a University team.


The 
Canterbury College Review, which, by the way, takes life very seriously, is able to publish reviews of two books written by old students. Should any of our students break out in this way, we will do our best. The 
Review comments on one of our cunning devices to win the Athletic Shield at the tournament, "Victoria College had brought abundant supplies of sandwiches, cakes, fruit and indigestible meat pies, which latter they eagerly pressed upon our athletic representatives, to the tribulation of the manager."





The Canterbury College Football team has had a very promising season. It not only held its own in Senior Football bat gained victories against several redoubtable Clubs. E. D. Rice was picked to represent New Zealand in the team which visited Australia, but he could not get away.


The past and present students foregathered in the Chemistry Lecture Room to say good-bye to Professor Bickerton when ho vacated the Chair of Chemistry, and to present him with an address and purse of sovereigns. Canterbury College has lost one of its most original personalities.


Otago University is rejoicing in the football season. The first Fifteen, besides inflicting defeat on various Dunedin teams, beat Canterbury College on Lancaster Parle by 7 points to 5 Otago has had an uninterrupted career of victory for a long time now. Victoria College will have to send its doughty warriors down, they might get on better on a dry ground.


The 
Otago University Review foreshadows a dreary time for us at Easter. There is a Harriers' Club, and there is to be a Sports' Meeting. We hope it is not Victoria College they are preparing to meet. We would .suggest "indigestible meat pies" as the best means of silencing us—and its far less trouble. We would indeed regret to think that Victoria College put anyone to unnecessary inconvenience.


We beg to acknowledge the fraternal greetings of the 
Canterbury College Review, and to reciprocate its kindly wishes.


A paragraph of great interest to our athletes appears in the 
Canterbury College Review.


"The Athletic Championship, in which Melbourne and Sydney Universities compete, was held in Sydney last May. Out of seven championship events only three were better than those at Auckland:—The 100 yards (10 l-10th sec, a record), the 120 yards hurdles (16 4-5th secs., a record), and the high jump (5ft. 4in). In the other four events New Zealand is superior, the Australian performances being, for the 440 yards, 52 4-5th secs.; for the 880 yards, 2 min. 6 4-5 th sec. (their record); For the long jump. 20 ft. 6 in., and for the mile 5 min. 4 sec."
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Answers. to. Correspondents.





We be light free-companions; Coil's our cruise:



Fair Sir, if so we try a tilt with thee



We use but the blunt coronal.






[image: Sketch of academics standing in a row]


Pr-f-r E-st-f-fd.—No. We find on looking up our Latin Dictionary anil Grammar that the College Motto should be; translated "Wisdom is more to be desired than gold." Your 
free translation "Education is to be desired for the sake of more gold" is certainly an ingenious guess, and it harmonises to some extent with your "specialist" theory.


Minister of Education.—Your valuable treatise "Architectural Fallacies Exposed "though somewhat vague in detail, is another proof of your versatile mind. It has been submitted to a Committee consisting of the unsuccessful competitors for the Victoria College design. Pity you don't practice on some of our Primary Schools.


Editor, N.Z. Times.—Your communication re Rhodes Scholarship declined. It has been reserved for your perfervid nib to suggest that at certain denominational schools "the education imparted is in most cases on a par with that obtained at the University Colleges." If there is in N.Z. a parent who could conjure up "conscientious objections "to sending his son to the N.Z. University, what do you suppose he is going-to do with his "conscientious objections," when he sends his son to Oxford. Clap-trap. Sir.


Mr. St-m-t.—In re door lights. Your theory of economy is quite sound and skinned shins do heal. All the same "Fiat lux"' is a very good practical every-night motto.


E.M.B.L.—If you make application to the executors of the Editor, material for an iron ring will be delivered to yon.
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We beg to acknowledge the following Magazines :—


"
Marte Nostro" (Auckland), 
Canterbury College Review, Otaga University Review (2 numbers), and the 
Government Insurance Recorder.
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[advert]








[image: FOR ARTISTIC PRINTING RING UP 1651 Commercial Printers 50 VICTORIA STREET HALF-TONE BLOCKS JOB PRINTING BOOKBINDING RUBBER STAMPS OFFICE REQUISITES PROMPT PERSONEL ATTENTION TO CLIENTS WELLINGTON Johnson & Sons Mercantile Stationers "As Minister o' Lands I maun pint out that the proper place for our lads and lasses is on the Ian' and a want to ken—will algebra learn a lass to milk a coo, or a deed language shift a team o' bullocks"]




[image: The longest established and the most reliable Boot Manufacturer in Wellington for Boots made to measure, Repairs, or your feet fitted with Boots from stock is at A. LINDSAY'S GREAT BOOT EMPORIUMS LAMBTON QUAY & CUBA STREET]







[image: FROGS! The Editor agrees with Miss H— —s that a Society should at once be founded for the protection of frogs. First Prize Award 'London Tailor & Cutter Academy.' Pupil or Dr. Darwin Humphrey. M.A.P.H.V. & W. D. Vincent Dual Gold Medallist MILLIGAN, GENTLEMEN'S - - TAILOR Kelburne Avenue Carlyle Says: "Society is founded upon clothes" (Sartor Resartus) Shakespeare's sartorial philosophy briefly stated is: "Get the best apparel your purse can buy."]




[image: BY APPOINTMENT TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. W. LITTLEJOHN & SON Watchmakers, Jewellers and Opticians, 85, Lambton Quay, WELLINGTON. LITTLEJOHNS' NEW WATCH Representing the high-water mark of perfection in modern manufacture. The going qualities compare favourably with watches costing double he price. The case is well made and substantial, AND the cost, of maintenance will be very small. This watch was selected in open competition, after the most severe tests in the field, by the French War Office, and is also used in the French, Austrian, and Italian Railways. Keyless, Lever Escapement, Breguet Spring, Compensating Balance Silver, Open Face 84/- Hunting Case 90/-]







[image: WHO! "Further I make bold to say that the tramway service of this ceety is both fast and efficient. We have not yet considered the scheme of our fren' Meester Fisher of the gas and water coming down the same pipe. Professor Easterfield says that it is not possible, the City Engineer says the same and I'm not vera sure of the question meself." BOOKS FOR STUDENTS! N.Z. University Calendar, 1903-4 post free 3/- Victoria College Calendar, 1903 " 1/1 Examination Papers, November, 1902 " 2/10 B.A. and Honours " 2/10 Examination Papers, December, 1902 1/8 Matriculation and Junior Scholarship " 1/8 Text Books and all Works of Reference required by Students of Victoria College kept in stock WHITCOMBE & TOMBS, LTD. Printers and Publishers to the N.Z. University. WELLINGTON. CHRISTCHURCH. DUNEDIN.]
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The Song of Victoria College





Aedem colimus Minerva




Acti desiderio




Artcs nosse liberates




Hoc in Hemispherio).






Chorus




Oh Victoria, sempiterna




Sit tibi felicltas;




Alma mater, peramata




Per aetates maneas






Aedem colimus Musarum




Sub Australi siderc;




Nos a Musis maria longa




Nequeunt dividere.






Studiosi, studiosae




Captant sapientiam;




Circa venti turbulenti




Aufcrunt desidiam






Omnium Collegiorum




Surgit hoc novissimum;




Ergo vires iuveniles




Exhibent fartissimum.






Nomen quod profert, sodales




Fauslo sit oraculo




Ut Deus regno reginae




Favcat curriculo






Par vius luboriosas




Doctrinarum omnium




Docti ducunt professores




Obsequens servitium






Corpus sanum ne sit absens




Properamus ludere




Subter iugum occupantes




Fuste pilam trudere.






Oratores, Oratrices




Audias effundere




Voces dignas Cicerone




Et sellas pertundere
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Men of Letters.


(By Cura Comae Sindendae.")


Tune: "Father O'Flynn."





"What is the cue?" (A.G.Q. of course.)


—
2 Henry IV.






1.



We have colleges, many of charming variety,



And students and profs, of most varying sobriety,



Yet we'll maintain without impropriety,



Victoria College is Queen of them all.



All her professors are clearly the best;



Her students are noted for zeal and for zest.



Health to each graduate, proud is New Zealand's state,



When she has them and US for the rest.





("Is not this a rare fellow ?")


—
As You Like it.






Chorus.



—Here's to a famous young man at the bar,



Logician and President, great H.P.R.,



Great in debating, committee-men slating,



His name he is making as great as the Czar.





2.



'Twas said in the past that we made too much bobbery;



The Chief Justice lectured to schoolboys on snobbery;



The papers have stated our names, tor which robbery



Wo cannot thank either "Post" or the "Times."



Now we've reformed, we hope they will note



All of their sermons we've learnt off by rote.



Should they feel gratified, we will feel satisfied.



Look more at our virtues and less at our crimes !




("
A fellow of infinite jest and most excellent fancy.")


—
Hamlet.






Chorus



—Here's a health to our latest B.A.,



Through his "gig-lamps" of gold he looks happy the day.



Long in the lower jaw, heart of the truest core,



At football and law he is making his way.





3.



We sent a team North with great expectation—



Two men to deliver a powerful oration,



For running and walking in varied gradation,



The men we had plenty, but training had not.



Most of the runners got left on the track;



"Eight points to forty" was all we brought back,



But courage in plenty we never did lack.



Next year we'll endeavour to better our lot.






Chorus.



—Here's a health to our hosts on the trip;



Here's to the woes that we felt on the ship



Coming to Wellington, students be sure then



To welcome our guests as is proper and fit.





4.



Behold a professor—the sixth in reality—



"Sponging" his fine art, and "fossils" his specialty,



Geological structures and fauna especially



He studies keenly without thought to shirk.



Now he's thrown over his Government job;



A professorial chair has been "one for his nob."



Attending Biology we take theology



In going to lectures we're going to "Kirk."





Chorus.



—Now as "enough is as good as a feast,"



Since you've had enough, it is time we had ceased,



Here we shall leave the stage—thanks for your patronage



Which we've endeavoured to merit at least.
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Victoria's Variety Show



Tune: "The Absent-Minded Beggar."

By Figaro




"
Such men of gravity and learning."


—
Henry VIII, iii. I






When we've holler'd Maori Hakas and the Student's "Clementine,"



We shall sing a lively ditty to a hoard



Of abandoned old professors—best of pals below the line,



And we won't forget the Chairman of the Board.



He's an absent-minded beggar with a bald spot on his pate,



But the Students have to take him as they find him,



He's a sport, a brick, a bonser—as a runner he's first-rate,



And however hard he grinds us we won't grind him.






Chorus



Long Prof., short Prof.—Professor we should say,



Prof. with bald or woolly nob—it's all the same to-day



Each of 'em doing a noble work and never minding the pay,



Could you want better Profs, than these?



O! Say! Say! Say!





There's a classical Professor and his name is Johnny Brown,



He's a warrior at, setting Latin Prose,



But outside he's just a donah, if you'll only smooth him down



With a tale of how you're swatting "tooth and toes."



Then there's Mac. the Scottish giant, and his bulk makes one feel queer,



Till you hear the shrill falsetto that belies him,



But he tells you good old "chestnuts," tells 'em reg'lar once a year,



And he'll kick out any Student that decries him.






Chorus



Lean Prof., stout Prof.—Professor we 
should say,



Prof. that plays golf or milks his kye, it's all the same to-day,



One of 'em knocking a ball about and one of 'em making hay,



Could you want better Profs, than these,



Oh! Say! Say! Say!





Don't forget our own Maclaurin, he upheld New Zealand's fame,



He's a marvel, quite a credit to our race,



He's a little man but "See that ?" is his cry as if he came



Of a family of elephantine grace.



Good 
Von Zedlitz is our joker—he pronounces French so fine



That the Students simply cannot understand him,



But his funny pointed sayings, as he spells words sign by sign,



Makes them laugh and laugh until they'd like to "land" him.






Chorus



Sweet Prof., Sour Prof., Prof. with a winning smile,



He may live well at the Wellington Club, but he's young, he's young you'll say.



Each of 'cm making the Students work and wearing a nobby tile,



Could you want better Profs, than these,



O! Nay! Nay! Nay!
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The Cripple Brigade.


[By "Snag."]


Tune: "Pat Malone Forgot That He Was Dead."




"
I never did see such pitiful rascals."


—
2 Henry IV.






1.



Times were bad for football clubs,



Men were scared of getting rubs



And the College was hard pushed for willing men;



For the two fifteens were hung,



Just the chance of going bung,



And the hearts of all were sinking there and then,



But someone said, "There's Ostler,"



Old, bald, but still a jostler,



Just let him sniff the battle from afar;



He's game as any nipper,



There's not a belter skipper,



He loves the hottest fight and hardest jar.






Chorus:



Then Ostler he forgot that he was bald,



He dived into his jersey and he called:



"If this game goes on a minute,



Bald-headed I'll be in it,



I'll overlook the fact that I am bald."





3.



Then for forwards stoat and true



Things were looking rather blue,



And rats were leaving fast the sinking ship,



But old Johnstone spoke his mind:



"Though I'm very nearly blind,



I'll play before I'll see this football slip."



At this patriotic sound,



All the stragglers gathered round,



Our colours to the mast we soon had nailed;



And it added to our joys,



Whew some firm and true "Old Boys"



From probable disaster never quailed.






Chorus:



Then Johnstone he forgot that he was blind,



As good a bit of stuff as you will find,



Where the game is at the minute,



There you'll find the "old horse" in it,



And Johnstone he forgets that he was blind.





3.



Though the forwards kept about,



Yet the backs were dropping out,



We thought we might be falling with a thud;



He'd had appendicitis,



(And Froggy synovitis)



And at a pinch we had to look on "Tud";



And he came out like a man,



Kicked and collared and he ran,



Of forward rushes oft he stopped the dash;



And the College thanks its stars.



Cripples can take misty jars,



Of fortune's whip they never shun the lash.






Chorus:



For Tudhope he forgot that be was lame,



He skipped into his jersey and he came,



"For," he said, "though we are cripples,



We'll take our football tipples,



And we'll bob up quite serenely all the same."
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Tangi Wikitoria.


[By Titokowaru.]


Tune: "Marching Through Georgia."




"
The red plague rid you for learning me your language."


— 
Tempest I., 2.






1.



Kia ora tonu nga kai-ako ra



Nga tino puna o te matauranga ra



Kia nui ai boki matou katoa



I taua puna tino nui rawa.






Chorus:



Hura! Hurei! Mo nga Kaiako ra



Hura ! Hurei Mo koutou katoa



Kua noho nei i te nohoanga nui



O Kingi Horomona-a-a.





2.



Kia Kaha tonu; kia maia ra



Ki te whawhai o te ao nui nei ra



Kia rongo nui ai to koutou



Whaea a Wikitoria Kareti-i






Chorus:



Hura! Hurei! Mo nga kotiro ra



Hura! Hurei! Mo koutou katoa



Kua noho nei i te nohoanga nui



O Kingi Horomona-a-a





3.



E tama ma e kia mahara ra



Ma koutou hoki ka rongo nui ai



Te tino kareti nui o Poneke ra



E Haere nei-i-i






Chorus:



Hura! Hurei! Mo koutou katoa



Hura! Hurei! Kua whiwhi nei



Kua noho nei i te nohoanga nui



O Kingi Horomona-a-a
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Enter an Ostler


By "Mus."


Tune: The Vicar of Bray."




"
There is not n shirt and a half in the whole Company."



2 Henry IV






1.



The Senate met to try a man



On charge of highest treason,



His dress was not a, perfect fit



His tie was out of season.



A sweater perched beneath his coat



To which no tails were tacked.



To part his 
hair he took no care,



His pants were slightly slacked.






Chorus



—"Twas an infwaction of the wules," cried Bots,



The man's reply (translated):



"If that is so your rules can go,



To"——where it is not stated.





2.



In vain they tried to get laid down



A costume regulation,



Then rose a famous man of law,



Reviewed the situation.



"Shall Students' cut and style of trow.



Be specially inspected,



Sweaters we can well allow



If Colleges are naked."






Chorus



—For Salamanca's site you see



Its nakedness confessing,



And fifteen thousand's all that we



Have got to spend in dressing.





3.



So in this age our sweaters fill



"Their numerous expectations,"



In spite of piles of good "red tape"



And "Dublin's" aspirations.



We'll wear our sweaters till they're done



They surely cannot harm us,



If they say "No," we'll chuck the show



And come in our pyjamas.






Chorus



—For this our right we do maintain



To dress as comfort suits,



And if they force dress suits again



We'll come in bathing suits.
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Quem Porro Fletum Sororum Putatis.


By "Half-back." 
Tune: "The Woes of a Sister."




"
If thou dost play with him at any game thou art sure to lose."


—
Anthony and Cleopatra II., 3.






1.



Our "Froggy" was a promising youth,



He was going for his degree,



But now, alas, he's gone dotty, forsooth



Not a tittle of work does he;



He's gone clean off his "coeoanut."



And he does no reading at night.



And he's given tin going to lectures,



Football's his heart's delight,





2.



For now he's joined a football club—



What that means 1 do not know,



But on Saturdays sharp at two o'clock,



To Petone he will go.



He calls himself a forward—



Faith what that is I cannot say,



But he gets well paid for his forwardness,



When they carry him home from play.






Chorus:



For he's home with a broken ankle,



And his nose laid flat on his face,



A smart young fellow we thought him once



But now he's a vile disgrace;



For he's joined this horrible football club,



I call them a gang of fools,



With their goals, their tries, their kicks, their byes



And their Rugby Union Rules.





3.



Last night he was sleeping, and, waking,



He made a great spring out of bed,



He kicked the cat and he shouted "Goal!"



Then he butted the wall with his head;



And he's done no work this season,



And football's his heart's delight.





4.



He comes home with blood all plastered,



And inches of skin off his "paws,"



And lie litters the house with bottles and jars



Of ointment to rub on his sores.



And he tells us he's learning to dribble,



I can quite believe what he says;



For I never saw such a drivehing idiot,



As "Froggy" in all my days.






Chorus:



For he's home with a broken ankle, etc.. etc.
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And a Good Judge Too.


[By "Jurisconsul"]


Tune: "Judge's Song in 
[
unclear: t]rial by Jury."




"
Enter the Lord Chief Justice"


—
2 Henry IV.






1.



I was, good friends, when called to the bar,



A schoolmaster of Otago;



But I was as many schoolmasters are



With children quite a virago;



And for discipline strict no one ever knew



A soldier quite so drastic



I'd a couple of canes, and a strap or two



And a bearing quite majestic





2.



In my country school I'd danced the dance



Of a semi-despondent fury;



For I thought I would never hit on a chance



Of addressing a British jury;



But I joined the "Barton, Mondy" lot,



And Doctor Findlay, d'ye mind him?



He'd pass for a first-class patriot,



On the stage with the light behind him.





3.



And then I became a great Barrister,



And briefs came trooping daily;



And then I became an M.H.R.,



And I served my country gaily;



And when they made me a justice high,



To be rid of my orations,



I used my eloquence to descry



Young students to their relations.





4.



For this I never could understand



Why students should think so "rorty,"



Songs with bell and drum for band,



Which seem to me so naughty;



For I quite forget my days of youth.



When my blood ran a little faster,



And I only remember, to tell the truth,



The days when I was school master.








Gaudeamus.




[image: Graphic border]




Gaudeamus igitur



Juvenes dum sumus;



Post jucundam juventutem



Post molestarn senectutem,



Nos habebit humus.





Vita nostra brevis est



Brevi finietur



Venit mors velociter,



Rapit nos atrociter



Nemini paroetur.





Pereat Tristitia,



Pereant osores!



Pereat diabolus



Anti-Academicus



Atque irrisorcs!





Vivat Academia



Vivant Professores



Vivat membrmn quodlibet,



Vivant membra quaelibet



Semper sint in flore.





Vivant omnes virgines,



Faciles, formosae!



Vivant et mulieres,



Tenerae, amabiles,



Bonae, laboriosae.





Floreat Eduardus Hex



Haud minus quam Mater



Ob virtutes sic ametur



Optimus ut appelletur



Patriaeque Pater
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